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Leavers’ Destinations 2020 Year Out

A
s in previous years, the leavers from 
our final two year groups are moving 
on to a diverse range of destinations, 

whether in Higher or Further Education, 
entering the world of work or seeking 
adventure during a year out.

This year sees a big increase to 83% of 
our 6th and 7th leavers going straight on to 
university from school. A further 5% of our 
leavers secured and held a deferred entry 
university place for 2021, which reflects the 
fewer deferred entry places being offered 
by universities and goes against what was 
seen in other parts of the UK where pupils 
were actively trying to defer their offers as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. That said, 
9% are having a gap year and will be applying 
through UCAS this session. In addition, 
we also saw 6 leavers from previous years 
return after a gap year and all successfully 
secure places at university, including some 
prestigious universities such as King’s 
College London, Edinburgh, Manchester 
and Loughborough. College applications, 
usually as a one year transition to university, 
were reduced with only 2% of our leavers 

accepting a college place for this academic 
year. Overall, we expect 99% of our 2020 
leavers will be embarking upon a university 
career, whether this year or next. Of all our 
applicants that have secured university 
places 60% will be going to university in 
Scotland; St Andrews pipping Edinburgh as 
being the most popular. The remaining 40% of 
students are going to England, including 2 of 
our 2020 leavers going to Oxford University 
and 1 to Cambridge University.

Our senior curriculum, primarily focused 
on Advanced Highers and Highers, continues 
to offer our pupils significant flexibility in 
their choice of university across the UK 
and beyond. The range of subjects which 
our leavers go on to study beyond school 
is as wide as ever and yet again we have 
seen a large number enrol in undergraduate 
courses in both the Sciences and the Social 
Sciences, with Creative, IT and Language 
courses seeing an upsurge this year. Of the 
more competitive courses, such as Medicine, 
we had a 4 successful applicants including 1 
going to Oxford University.

Of those taking a year out, some are 
travelling and/or working overseas.  
Popular destinations include Germany, 
USA, France and Italy. These experiences 
will provide an excellent foundation for 
both further education and the world 
of work. We also continue to see pupils 
securing alternative pathways, such as 
Graduate Apprenticeships, or entering 
employment immediately from school.
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