
Exam Results 2020–21

SQA Results
Advanced Highers A B C Other Total A% AB% ABC%

Whole School 76 13 7 4 100 76 89 96

Higher (S5) A B C Other Total A% AB% ABC%

Whole School 79 13 6 2 100 79 92 98

National 5 A B C Other Total A% AB% ABC%

Whole School 77 13 8 2 100 77 90 98

We are pleased with the Higher 

results this year, with 79% of our 

entries in 6ths (S5) being awarded A 

grades, and 98% at grades A–C.

In a year group of 99, 50 pupils 

achieved 5A grades or better.

We did well in Advanced Higher 

results this year, with 76% of our 

entries being awarded A grades, and 

96% of awards at grades A–C.

21 pupils received straight As in 

three or more Advanced Highers.

% of A Grades

% of Passes A–C Grades

O
nce again, pupils and teachers at Edin-
burgh Academy produced record results 
in 2020–21. In very difficult and volatile  

circumstances for everyone involved in the 
process, EA students increased the number 
of top awards across the board. This was true 
across Scotland but the Academy continues to 
track ahead of the overall national picture. And 
while exams were cancelled in the previous year, 
in 2020–21, candidates were this year assessed 
on the basis of some ‘formal assessments’ and a 
holistic professional judgement on the basis of 
evidence produced throughout the academic 
session, a sample of which was then quality 
assured by the SQA.

At National 5, our pupils generally take 8 
subjects over two years, sitting their exams 
in the summer of our 5ths (S4). In addition to 
the exams, elements of the National 5 courses 
are assessed through practical work, portfolio 
work or assignments. Whilst most subjects are 
offered at National 5, we continue to offer Art & 
Design and Music at GCSE (General Certificate 
of Secondary Education). We also present some 
other “minor” modern languages at GCSE on an 
ad-hoc basis.

Most pupils in the 6ths (S5) take five 
Highers. Exams results in S5 (our 6ths) are the 
benchmark level nationally, and so only those 
results are quoted here.

Most of our pupils will go on to take at least 
some Advanced Highers in 7ths: many will take 
three, whilst others may mix Advanced Highers 
with Highers. Final grades are based on a combi-
nation of exams in May alongside an assignment 
which could take the form of a case study, a 
practical activity, a performance, a portfolio or 
a dissertation. Art & Design is offered at AS and 
A-level. Design and Manufacturing offer Higher 
in S5 followed by an A-level course in S6. We 
also offer A-levels on an ad-hoc basis for native 
speakers in modern languages that are not 
available in the SQA system.

Particular commendation should go to those 
candidates who completed the Scottish Bacca-
laureate. This is an optional course, so is a meas-
ure of independent thinking and motivation; and 
every single candidate achieved a Distinction in 
only the second year of a presentation by EA. 
Indeed, Academy pupils accounted for 25% of all 
the Distinctions awarded nationally in the Social 
Science category.

Due to the Cancellation of the main SQA 
public exam diet for 2021 due to the Covid-19 
emergency the grades for these courses were  
determined using Teacher Professional 
Judgement based on internal assessments and 
coursework in line with guidance from the SQA.

A-level and GCSE Results

A-Level A (A*) B (A) C (B) D (C) F (D) Total A% AB% ABC%

S6 Results 3 1 2 1 0 7 43 57 86

GCSE / IGCSE 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Total %A %AB ABC%

S4 Results 4 9 6 8 7 1 0 0 0 35 37 77 100

NB: GCSEs are only sat by a small cohort of students in Music, Art and IGCSE Maths. In this session the numerical grading system at GCSE has been fully  

implemented (see table for equivalencies).
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Destinations by country 2021

Universities by popularity by 
2021 applications

University subject destinations 2016–21 (% per year)

Leaver destinations 2021

Leavers’ Destinations 2021 Year Out

D
espite any uncertainties caused 
by the pandemic, 91% of our 7ths 
opted to take up places at univer-

sity straight after leaving school, with 5% 
asking for deferred entry. In addition, five 
former pupils returned to make successful 
applications. Two of our 6ths have opted 
to attend art college, and perhaps unsur-
prisingly – given the difficulty of foreign 
travel – only two pupils are heading 
overseas on gap year experiences. Scot-
land is the preferred destination for 73% 
of our university-bound leavers, with the 
remainder heading to England. Newcastle 
remains the most popular of the English 
destinations, while Durham and Leeds 
continue to draw a few applicants. Aber-
deen nudges ahead of Glasgow at the top 
of the Scottish table, with fewer pupils 
heading to Edinburgh or St Andrews 
compared with 2020.

It is pleasing to see a wide range of 
courses being studied. Science-based 
degrees and the social sciences continue 
to occupy the top two spots, with law/
politics options seeing an increase. There 
are nine pupils going off to study various 
types of engineering, and psychology 
remains a favourite for some. Across the 
UK, there was a significant rise in the 
number of pupils applying to university, 
with medical applicants increasing by 
21%. 80% of our medical candidates 
achieved excellent offers and have 
begun their journey to become doctors. 
It is credit to the hard work of our pupils 
under very challenging circumstances that 
the overwhelming majority have been 
given excellent offers at some of the top 
universities in the country.

Of those taking a year out, some are 
travelling and/or working overseas.  
Popular destinations include Germany, 
USA, France and Italy. These experiences 
will provide an excellent foundation for 
both further education and the world 
of work. We also continue to see pupils 
securing alternative pathways, such as 
Graduate Apprenticeships, or entering 
employment immediately from school.
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