
Minutes for the Edinburgh Academical Club Council Annual General Meeting 
On Monday 4th October 2021 at 6pm  

Main Hall, Edinburgh Academy Senior School  
 

Present: President, Tony Cook (TC, President 2019- ),  
  Vice-President, Andrew Cosh (AC, Vice-President 2019-) 

 
EAC Council: Barry Welsh (BGW, Rector), Angus Tully (AT, Senior School Rep 2008- ), Tim Halsall (TH, 
Senior Deputy Rector), Hamish Campbell (HC, 2019), Gavin Calder (GC, Headmaster of the Junior 
School) and Max Banks (MB, 2019-)  
 
In attendance: Alice Insull (AI, External Relations Officer), Giles Dove (GD, Director of Development 
and Alumni Relations) 
 
Doug Wight, Struan Douglas, Alistair McConnell, Mark Galloway, Ronnie Sloan, Mike Gregson, 
Jeremy Chittleburgh, Alan Robertson, Charles Runcie, Alan Fyfe, Rob Cowie, Andrew McMillan, Ralph 
Lutton, Tony Ostrowski, George Henderson  
 
Apologies: Anna Robertson (AR, 2019- ), James Munro (JM, 2020-), Viv Blair (VB, 2020-), Chris 
Duncan (CD, 2017-) and Barney Paton (BP, Secretary and Treasurer 2019-)  
 
EAC President, Tony Cook, welcomed all attendees.  

   
 

1. Minutes of the AGM of Monday 28th September 2020 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28th September 2020 (shared on the EAC 
website) were approved and proposed by AT and seconded by Mike Gregson (MG). 

2. Matters Arising  
None.  
 

3. Constitution  
a. TC informed attendees about the proposed change of the wording regarding the 

requirement for when pupils become Academicals 
i. Currently the Constitution says you have to be 18 which doesn’t account for 

many of the 7ths when they leave.  
ii. TC proposed the change to be: “Academy pupils on the day of the Exhibition 

in 7ths including those who have left previously in that cohort.” And that the 
following should be removed: “who have attended for at least one academic 
year”.  

b. This was agreed unanimously by all attendees.   
 

4. Club Accounts  
a. The Treasurer and Secretary, BP, could not attend the evening, therefore AC 

presented the accounts on his behalf, having spoken to Brian Hay Smith (former 
treasurer) in advance. AC thanked Brian for all his help in preparing the Club’s 
accounts. 



b. AC presented the accounts for the year up to August 2020. AC explained that it was 
the aim of the Council to put on events that broke even, and going forward the Club 
is working closely with the School to ensure this happens and to agree budgets for 
the Club.  

c. AC noted that we hope to have the accounts sorted by December 2021 for this past 
year. 

d. The accounts were proposed by Alan Fyfe, and seconded by Tony Ostrowski.  
 

5. Club Activities  
a. TC summarised the EAC activities for the year of 2020/21, explaining it had been a 

difficult year with Covid-19 restrictions.  

24/2/21 – Ready for the World Lecture with Mike Laird. It was via Zoom, and over 
100 people joined.  

22/4/21 - Accies vs Accies Virtual Quiz, hosted by Brian Hay Smith, with 9 teams 
taking part.  

23/9/21 – EAC Edinburgh Evening Drinks at The Place, with 90 attendees.  

30/9/21 – EAC London Evening Drinks at The Clachan, with over 45 attendees.  

b. Future events in discussion for the upcoming year 
i. Christmas Leavers Drinks  

ii. Edinburgh Business Breakfasts  
iii. Burns Supper  
iv. Class of 1971 and 72 50th Anniversary Reunion 
v. Class of 1987 Reunion – Mike Laird  

vi. Classes of 1995-2000 Reunion  
vii. Ready for the World Lecture  

 
6. Raeburn Place  

a. Ralph Lutton (RL) was invited to speak to provide an update on Raeburn Place (RP) 
and the development.  

b. RL summarised that Raeburn Place is in a good place, with the development having 
been completed in the last year, and with many tenants in the units: Co-op, Little 
Dobbies, Catalog, Trib3, and the EAFC Clubhouse (The Place). There are 2 leases still 
to be completed, and RL explained that it is anticipated for these to be signed in the 
next month. Additionally, in the next month or so, RL confirmed that the first phase 
of the RP project will be complete. The rental income from these businesses will be 
around £600,000 per annum. RL explained that cash flow will remain tight for the 
next 18 months to 2 years and then gradually some money will become available to 
fulfil the RPF charitable objectives, and this will increase significantly after 5 years. 

c. In regards to the ransom strip and the legal action by Leafrealm Land Limited and 
the RPF, RL explained this has been resolved. RL noted that the RPF has been at the 
front of this, and they are now at the stage to see how much they are able to get 
back from Mr Lowe. RL explained that this court case can be something RPF can 
draw a line under.   



d. The Place, the clubhouse for the EAFC, is up and running, and they would welcome 
anyone to come along, and view what the EAFC has accomplished.  

e. RL stated that the next matter the RPF are looking at is bringing cricket back to RP. 
Cricket has been away from RP since 2007, and it is being looked at as to how and 
when cricket will return. RL thanked the School for providing cricket a base at New 
Field, for the EACC, but they are still in need for a social place for the Club. RL noted 
it is fundamental it returns to ensure the lease is fulfilled.   

f. RL then invited questions from the AGM attendees:  

i. Mike Gregson (MG) agreed with the excellent facilities at The Place, and 
addressed the question of cricket, asking when the lease has been extended 
to for cricket to return to RP.  TC has spoken to Colin Innes regarding this 
matter, who has said it is likely there will be no written promise of a date for 
cricket to return, however TC ensured MG that the EAC Council are following 
this carefully and overseeing this. TC also explained that there are lots of 
decisions still to be made, including the direction and location of the rugby 
pitch.  RL explained that things may look clearer in the next year with 
greater cash flow, but there are many elements to look at.  

ii. Regarding the Leafrealm matter, BGW explained that the EAC will not get 
any money back from Leafrealm due to the agreement in the settlement of 
the case.  

iii. Andrew McMillan (AMcM) asked what the state of progress was in respect 
to the museum at RP. RL explained that this is something to look at in 4-5 
years. If there is to be a museum the idea is that funding would come from 
government funding, from Charitable Trusts, and hopefully from the major 
sports ware manufacturers, rather than individuals. RL also noted that there 
is currently a documentary being made called The Great Match about the 
first rugby international that was played between Scotland and England at 
Raeburn Place in 1871, this should be released in November this year. The 
School and the Academicals will feature heavily.  

7. Awards and Presentations  
a. Following the idea from Harry O’Connor, the recent Academical Ephor, the EAC were 

delighted to present two new awards to Academicals: The Academical of the Year, 
and the Bruce Stenhouse Award. These are awarded to those whose commitment 
for the Academical Club and the community has gone above and beyond, and these 
awards are to recognise this.  

i. Academical of the Year – Charles Runcie  
1. For keeping communications alive during the year, with the London 

Club and with his online sporting interviews.  
ii. Bruce Stenhouse Award – Rob Cowie, Alan Fyfe, Andrew McMillan  

1. Rob Cowie – former Secretary for the EAC, his help and guidance 
with The Academical magazine, and help with writing obituaries.  

2. Alan Fyfe – former editor of The Academical, his continued to help 
with each publication and obituaries, and his work in creating an 
initial Academical database.  

3. Andrew McMillan – the Honorary Archivist, who has transformed 
the archives, creating online digital archives, and prepares pictures, 
displays and carries out research for reunions. 

8. Election of Office Bearers and Council  



a. New Council Members for election  
i. Jeremy Chittleburgh (EA 1972-83) 

1. Proposers: Charles Runcie, Alan Robertson  
ii. Struan Douglas (EA 1971-85) 

1. Proposers: Mark Galloway, Rob Cowie  
iii. Dr Alistair McConnell (EA 1993-2006) 

1. Proposers: Tony Cook, Max Banks 
iv. Dr Alan Robertson (EA 1987-97) 

1. Proposers: Alan Fyfe, Rob Cowie  
 

9. AOCB  

No other business was raised by anyone present. Tony Cook thanked everyone for attending and 
bought the AGM to a close.  


