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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Edinburgh Academical Club (EAC) held 
virtually on Zoom 

on Monday 28 September 2020 at 18:00 hrs 
 

 
Present:  President, Tony Cook (TC, President 2019-),  

Vice-President, Andrew Cosh (AC, Vice-President 2019 -) 
Secretary and Treasurer, Barney Paton (BP, Secretary and Treasurer 2019 -)  

 
EAC Council: Barry Welsh (BGW, Rector), Sarah Boyd (SB, 2017- ), Tim Halsall (TH, Senior Deputy 
Rector), Hamish Campbell (HC, 2019- ), Angus Tully (AT, Senior School Rep 2017- ), Anna Robertson 
(AR, 2019- ) and Chris Duncan (CD, 2017- ). 
 
Jason Parrott, Alastair Graham, Charles Runcie, Alan Robertson, Mike Gregson, Rob Cowie, Sean 
Murphy, Mark Galloway, Ralph Lutton, Viv Blair, James Munro, Jamie Hope and Sasha Spratt.  
 
In attendance: Giles Dove, Director of Development and Alumni Relations 
 
Apologies: Colin Cunningham (ACC), Max Banks (MB, 2019- ) and Gavin Calder (GC, Headmaster of the 
Junior School) 
 
EAC President, Tony Cook, welcomed all attendees.  
 

1. Minutes of the AGM on Monday 2 September 2019  
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2 September 2019 were displayed (via the EAC 
website) to all attendees. Acceptance of the minutes was then proposed by CD and seconded 
by AC. 

  
2. Matter arising 

 
a. The Ransom Strip at Raeburn Place. TC noting that there are some updates on this item 

and these would be dealt with later in the meeting.  
b. The secretary and treasurer of the Club. TC noted that AR needed to resign from her 

position as Secretary/Treasurer of the Club earlier in the year due to a conflict of interest 
that had arisen. TC noted that an EGM was held on 3 April 2020 at which BP was elected 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Club.    
 

3. The Constitution 
 

a. TC noting that no changes were required to the Constitution at this time.  
 

4. The Club Accounts 
 

a. TC noting the Club’s thanks to Brian Hay Smith (former Treasurer) for all his help in 
respect of preparing the Club’s Accounts.  

b. BP then presented the accounts for the year up to August 2019. BP explained that it 
was the aim of the Council to put on events that broke even in the future. BP 
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summarising that there was currently around £12,000 in the Club bank account. BP 
noting that if there are any questions re. the Accounts these can be raised to BP and 
Brian Hay Smith by email. 
 

5. Raeburn Place 
 

a. Alastair Graham (AG) was then invited to present an update on progress at Raeburn 
Place and the development. AG shared his screen to attendees and showed a flow 
diagram demonstrating the Raeburn Place stakeholder relationships (for flow 
diagram, please see page 5). 

b. AG summarised the lease that the EAC has granted to the Raeburn Place Foundation 
and then the sub-leases that the Foundation had then granted to Raeburn Place 
Development (Sport) Limited and Raeburn Place Development Limited. AG noting that 
the sporting and commercial enterprises are therefore going to be kept separate.  

c. AG further explained OSCRs involvement in/views of the development at RP (given 
the Foundation’s charitable status). This included OSCR’s acceptance that the Rugby 
and Cricket clubs would be able to continue using the Clubhouse facilities in the new 
stadium without charge without affecting the Foundation’s charitable status. 
However, the Rugby Club would need to pay for the fit out of the clubhouse itself and 
this is underway. AG noting the impressive fundraising that the Rugby Club has 
undertaken and expressing particular thanks to S1 Developments (and Dan & Shane 
Teague amongst others) for their fantastic work and support in respect of the fit out 
and general works at Raeburn Place. 

d. AG summarised the various additional users of the Ground including: (i) Trust Rugby 
International Edinburgh Clan which is doing an amazing job expanding the 
accessibility of rugby to differently abled children and adults in Edinburgh; (ii) 
Edinburgh BATS Rugby which again is expanding the playing of rugby fantastically 
across the BATs network; (iii) Edinburgh Accies Netball; (iv) Scottish Lacrosse; and (v) 
Rugby Memories Scotland for which the fundraising efforts have started and are going 
well. AG noting that they are beginning to take possession of important Scottish rugby 
artefacts.  

e. AG then invited questions from the AGM attendees:  
i. Mike Gregson (MG) addressed the question of cricket at RP. MG noting that 

his understanding is that a condition of the lease granted by the Club to the 
Raeburn Place Foundation was that cricket would be re-established at RP by 
April 2021. MG questioning whether that was going to be achieved or 
whether the Foundation intended to breach the lease in that respect noting 
that work is underway and there is currently no planned definitive date that 
cricket will be reintroduced to RP. Discussions are underway with the EA 
Cricket Club and a further update will be provided in the near future. MG 
thanking for the update but noting that these discussions will need to be had 
with the EAC directly and not just the Club as the EAC is the landlord under 
the lease. 

ii. James Munro (JM) noting that a lot of Accies are interested to hear an update 
on what the status is of the ransom strip at RP. AG noting that things are 
progressing slowly and that there is an update available at the Foundation’s 
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website. In summary, a decision in the first action raised by the Leafrealm 
Land Limited (Leafrealm) was issued against Leafrealm. The Foundation is not 
aware of whether this decision will be appealed or not. AG noting that the 
Foundation have absolute confidence in their legal position. TC noting that 
the EAC is continuing to take legal advice and our positon is that the strip does 
not exist. 

iii. Alan Robertson (AR) noting that he understands M&S will no longer be leasing 
a unit at RP. AR asking for a general update on the commercial leases at RP. 
AG sharing his screen and an update that is going to be released by the 
Foundation publically. In short the Foundation is making great progress with 
the letting of units. The Co-Op have agreed to take the unit that M&S were 
previously taking and have agreed to pay a higher rent than M&S.  

iv. Mark Galloway (MGal) noting that it was great to see such momentum at RP 
and to see the development taking shape. MGal noting that RP has 
traditionally had a link between the School - principally with cricket and rugby. 
MGal questioning whether we can better expand the links to other sports. 
Hockey, for example, is now the principal sport played at the School in terms 
of numbers of participants. Squash and Fives are also ever increasing in 
popularity. MGal questioning whether the EAC has plans to support the likes 
of an Academical hockey club. BW and CD noting that this is certainly 
something that can be investigated and they will take this offline. 

v. Charles Runcie (CR) questioning whether the SRU had been contacted in 
respect of the opening of the new stadium at RP and whether any sort of joint 
event could be hosted there to announce the development. AG noting that 
nothing specifically had been discussed but it is certainly something that 
could be considered.   
 

6. Election of Council Members 
 

a. TC noting that two new Council members had been co-opted onto the Council during 
the year and were to be nominated as follows: 

i. Viv Blair (EA 1996-98) – nominated by Chris Duncan and seconded by Sarah 
Boyd. 

ii. James Munro (EA 1997-2010) – nominated by Andrew Cosh and seconded by 
Jason Parrott.   
 

7. Any other business 
 

a. TC noting that he would like to propose that Ron McNab be made an honorary 
Academical in recognition of all he is doing for the Foundation. Jason Parrott seconded 
this proposal.  
  

8. Club Activities (2019/20) 
 
a. 2019  

1. 5/10 - Founders and Benefactors Day - Service, Tea, followed by a 
fascinating talk delivered by William Tunnell (1975 - 88) of WT Architects.  
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He came at very short notice and inspired the whole audience with his 
take on architecture. 

2. 25/10 - 1st Business Breakfast at Yotel. Drinks at Whigams in the evening. 
3. 31/10 -  London Dinner at the Caledonian Club    
4. 13/12 - Rector’s Drinks    
5. 18/12 - Leavers Drinks at Hector’s 

b. 2020 
1. 17/1 - 2nd Business Breakfast at Yotel with Ian Stirling (1987-2000) from 

Port of Leith Distillery speaking  
2. 7/2 - Alison Wardrop’s farewell. 
3. 20/2 - 1959 and before Reunion - lunchtime. 
4. 26/2 - MacLean brothers lecture on rowing across the Atlantic Ocean.  

2nd in the series of Ready for the World lectures  
5. 6/3 - All Staff Reunion  
6. 12/3 - London Business Breakfast with evening drinks  

 
All these events have a fuller write-up in the next Academical Magazine. 
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