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Dear Academicals,
It’s now over a year since I took the reigns 
as Alumni Relations Officer and what 
an incredible year it’s been. What strikes me most is the passion that 
Academicals share for the School and just how much your time here 
positively impacted your lives. 

Over the years, Academicals’ achievements have been out-standing 
and 2016 proved no exception. Last year our very own Michael Kosterlitz 
(EA 1959–62), received the Nobel Prize for Physics!

With the aim of increasing engagement not only in the UK but 
globally, I am delighted to announce that we have over 13 new 
Academical representatives spanning the globe.

This year we launched your new networking platform exclusively for 
our Academicals. Academicals Connect allows you to find and reminisce 
with classmates, create events, news stories, add photographs, and 
facilitate networking and opportunities for those of you wishing to grow 
your professional network.

In 2016, the Senior School added golfing facilities including a putting 
green and driving stalls. Thank you to all of our generous donors who 
made this valuable practice space available to our keen young golfers.

Last August we held a reunion for the Classes of 1960–70s wel-
coming back Academicals and former teaching staff back to Henderson 
Row from Australia, the US, Europe and of course from all over the UK. 
Owing to the success of this reunion we hope to hold further decade 
reunions.

Finally, I would like to welcome new EAC President, Charles Robertson 
(EA 1972–85) who succeeds Colin Innes (EA 1972–86). With Charles at 
the helm the Edinburgh Academical Club is looking forward to building 
an attractive events programme that will appeal to a wide range of 
Academicals. In addition, I am very grateful to those who have taken the 
time to contribute to, or be featured in The Academical this year.

Floreat Academia!
Alison Wardrop
Alumni Relations Officer

Contact us

accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

0131 624 4958

@AcademicalClub

/theacademicalclub
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Following in the footsteps of Colin Innes as 
Club President is no easy task. They are big 
shoes to fill! The Club has relied on Colin’s 

technical knowledge for many years in order 
to steer it through the issues it has faced. The 
service he has so tirelessly provided has been 
outstanding and I am extremely grateful that he 
has agreed to stay on as an office bearer for a 
further term in order to continue to address the 
challenges that will arise as the Club evolves.

There are many issues associated with the 
course of action chosen by Academicals in 
relation to the long lease granted to the Raeburn 
Place Foundation and the development of the 
sporting facilities at Raeburn Place. It remains 
a sensitive issue both within the Academical 
community and the Stockbridge community. 
The Academical Council continue to work hard to 
secure the long term future of sport at Raeburn 
Place. The Club Constitution has been amended 
to reflect some of the changes taking place, and 
to shorten and simplify what is a rather lengthy 
document. The Constitution Council welcomed 
comments from the Academical community 
before presenting the updated version for 
consideration and approval at The Club AGM.

 I am delighted that there have been a number 
of Academical events to report on in 2016. 
There was the Academical Burns’ Supper 
where 100 guests were entertained by the 
Immortal Memory given by Head of the Junior 

School, Gavin Calder. In April, Rector, Marco 
Longmore, met Academicals based in Hong 
Kong for reception as part of a School trip to 
China. Later that month, Lesley Boyd (Director 
of Development) and Alison Wardrop (Alumni 
Relations Officer) met up for an Academicals 
get-together in Cambridge and attended the 
London Edinburgh Academical Club dinner. In 
August, a reunion was held for the Classes of 
1960–70. Over 80 guests attended the various 
events that took place which included the 
opening of the New Field Pavilions, and a tour of 
the School, the Archive and dinner. In October, 
Marco Longmore and Lesley Boyd made the 
journey to the States meeting Academicals in 
both the East and West Coasts.

In 2017/8 we are looking forward to an exciting 
programme of events including an EAC Pub 
Quiz and a further trip to visit our State-side 
Academicals in November 2017. In December, 
we are holding a drinks reception for all of our 
2017 Leavers after the Christmas Carol Concert. 
February 2018 sees our London-based Young 
Accies get-together and in March the Edinburgh 
Academy Pipe Band 21st Anniversary Annual 
Fundraising Dinner ‘Beef on the Bone’. In April 
we welcome back the ‘Classes of’ 1970–80s for 
a reunion at Henderson Row. Please do get in 
touch if you are interested in attending any of 
these events: accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk 
or 0131 624 4958.

I would also like to thank the Rector, the 
members of the Council and Alison Wardrop for 
the hard work, support and advice they have 
provided this year. The Council will continue to 
work closely with the Development Department 
and the school in order to meet the objectives 
of The Club.

We raised a dram to the man – For Alex from Gus, 
Nick, Al, Sarah and Che.

The Academical Club
PRESIDENT’S REPORT, BY CHARLES ROBERTSON 

The Club Constitution 
has been amended 
to reflect some of 
the changes taking 
place, and to shorten 
and simplify what 
is a rather lengthy 
document.

Former EAC President, Colin Innes (EA 1972–86) welcoming 2016 Leavers into the Edinburgh Academical Club.
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The Watt Trust was set up in 1983 in memory of Rob Watt 
and his wife Barbara. He was a distinguished Fettesian 
whose teaching career ended as Rector of The Academy 
between 1951 and 1962. In retirement he went back to 
Fettes as Keeper of the Register. The purpose of the Trust 
is to give financial help to past and present members of The 
Edinburgh Academy and Fettes, to enable them to:

‘advance their education or professional training beyond 
the point at which public funds or university scholarships 
are available, or when private or family sources alone are 
not quite adequate for the purpose.’

In the past year we have helped with a number of projects, 
in different parts of the world.
 

We welcome applications for any kind of financial 
need in completing your education or training. Your 
project may be spectacular or it may be quite mundane, 
but if you’re genuinely short of funds, consider applying 
to the Watt Trust. Deadline for next set of applications is 
August 31st 2017. Further information from Robert Philp at  
robertphilp2@gmail.com or 0131 552 1925.

Academical recipients for 2015–16 included:

James Hardie’s grant was for another year at Oxford, to study for a 
Masters (within British 18th century music), and continue his prolific 
musical output. He has already been able to make a formidable 
impact on Oxford musical life. He has been Assistant Director of 
Music at St Alban’s Church, Director of the Henry Ley Singers and 
Musical Director of Theatron Novum. Theatron Novum was only formed 
recently but staged three operas last year on period instruments, as 
well as providing workshops for students and local schools. James was 
President of Keble College Musical Society in 2015/16, and continues 
to direct the Keble Early Music Festival, now in its third year. His 
main interest is in British music of the 17th and 18th centuries, and in 
neglected Scottish and English composers.

Alastair Benn was helped to embark on an M. Phil. in Classics at 
Cambridge, relating 21st century international politics to the political 
insights and institutions of antiquity.

Douglas Morgan’s objective was a Masters in Medical Humanities 
at King’s College, London, exploring narratives which profess to 
represent autistic identity, and preparing for a potential academic 
future in Medical Humanities and Literary and Cultural Disability 
Studies.

Barney Paton was given a grant to spend seven months studying 
Mandarin full-time at Nankai University in mainland China. Although 
his future is likely to lie with a UK law firm, he is keen for it to have an 
international dimension, and to work especially with Chinese clients. 
A fluency in Mandarin will open the door to this.

The Watt Memorial Trust
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The Court of Directors is the main 
oversight body for the School and I 
am extremely grateful to my fellow 
Directors for their commitment, 
enthusiasm and for donating so 
much of their time to fulfil their  
roles, the responsibilities of which 
have increased significantly over 
the last decade or so. As well as the 
main Court meeting held four times a 
year, regular meetings are held by sub 
committees dealing with topics such as 
finance, education and property.

I wish to thank Linda Watson, Crawford Giilies 
and Graeme Hartop for their huge contribution 
to the School over their time on the Court of 

Directors. Linda was Chair of the Education & 
Policy Committee and her calm common-sense 
and practical approach was hugely valued by 
both the Court and the School. Crawford was 
a member of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee as well as having a significant input 
to a number of ad-hoc committees that had 
been established over the last few years. Graeme 
Hartop also gave of his time and expertise serving 
on the Finance & General Purposes Committee. 
We have been very fortunate that they have 
been able to provide so much guidance to the 
school and I very much hope that they will keep 
in touch with us.

Linda has been replaced as Chair of the 
Education & Policy Committee by Joan Smith. I 
am extremely grateful to Joan for taking on this 
important role.

During 2016, Paul Dollman and Richard 
Fletcher joined the Court. Paul was previously 
Group Finance Director of John Menzies plc 
and has currently taken on a number of non-
executive directorships. Richard heads his own 
executive recruitment firm as well as having 
experience of tertiary education. Both Paul and 
Richard were parents of pupils at the school and 
so are very well-versed in Academy life.

For a number of years, we have been 

keen to amend the school’s Royal Charter to 
ensure that it complies with generally accepted 
modern governance principle and we are in 
the final stages of obtaining formal approval 
of the changes. Royal Charters, granted by the 
sovereign on the advice of the Privy Council, 
have a history dating back to the 13th century. 
Their original purpose was to create public or 
private corporations (including towns and cities), 
and to define their privileges and purpose. 
Nowadays, though Charters are still occasionally 
granted to cities, new Charters are normally 
reserved for bodies that work in the public 
interest and there are around 900 UK Royal 
Charters, many of them granted to well-known 
institutions. The Royal Charter is the document 
under which the school was formally created 
and under the terms of which it is governed. This 
is the sixth change since the School’s inception 
in 1824 in the reign of George IV. The last change 
to the Royal Charter was made in advance of the 
school becoming fully co-educational.

In late August 2016, I had the pleasure of 
meeting many of the Academicals who came 
to a reunion which was timed to coincide with 
the formal opening of all the changes made to 
the New Field site. It was a particular pleasure to 
share experiences going back to teenage years 
of games lost and won. Although the facilities 
at New Field are now amongst the best in the 
country, with stunning views across the city, it 
still remains at heart the same sports field that 
many of us remember from our youth.

Our focus is now on redeveloping the 
Henderson Row site. The School has a higher 
pupil roll than it has had for many years and this, 
coupled with the dramatic changes in education 
and also the increasing expectations of parent, 
pupils and teachers, is leading to the phased 
development of a Master Plan for the Henderson 
Row site. Whilst we expect this to take many 
years to complete, it will be a key enabler for us 
to keep the school at the forefront of educational 
provision.

This will obviously be expensive and 
funding will not purely come from school 
resources. Whilst the Eric Stevenson Charitable 
Trust has provided matched funding for the 

developments at New Field, and is committed 
to support a material percentage of the School’s 
bursary provision, significant additional funding 
will be required during the coming decade over 
and above the Trust’s contribution in order to 
match our ambition. This fund raising will be 
the major focus of the Edinburgh Academy 
Foundation. Over the last couple of years, as well 
significant activity in the UK, there have been 
successful trips to Asia and two trips to the US 
and this has enabled to school to stay in touch 
with its alumni in what is increasingly a global 
community. I am especially grateful to the 
Academicals who have helped shape our vision 
and who have provided such financial support.

Whilst the role of the Court is predominantly 
related to oversight and agreeing the strategic 
direction of the school, it is especially pleasing 
to see so many of the school’s ambitious 
programmes bearing fruit. As you will read 
elsewhere, our pupils obtained excellent 
results this year across a suite of different exams 
which is a great credit to both them and their 
teachers who have had to cope with preparing 
for changing syllabuses. However, at heart the 
School remains the same values as it did in 1824 
with an emphasis on catering for the unique 
talents and aspirations of each pupil. 

Please do keep in touch – you will be 
welcome at any time to come and view the 
changes at New Field, the Junior School or 
Henderson Row. I especially recommend the 
school archives which have been gradually 
placed in some form of order by Andrew 
McMillan, the school’s Honorary Archivist, and 
his willing team of helpers. He has unearthed 
some fascinating documents dating back to the 
school’s inception and which document many 
of the social changes which have taken place 
over almost two centuries. If you wish to visit, 
please contact the Academical Office who will 
be delighted to assist you.

Floreat Academia!

Michael Gregson (EA 1960–70)
Chairman of the Court of Directors 2012–

Chairman: Michael W. Gregson (EA 1960–70)

Extraordinary Directors: Lord Cameron of Lochbroom (EA 1937–50) Professor J. R. Percy (EA 1953–60), Mr J. H. W. Fairweather (EA 1953–64)

Elected Directors: Dr A. E. Gebbie, Ms M. McNeill, G. T. Hartop, Dr B. Hacking, Mrs J. Smith, Dr A. J. B. Huntington,  
Mr P. H. Miller (EA 1968–74), Mr B. Beveridge (EA 1981–84), Sheriff Principal C. Scott, Ms V. Skene, Dr V. Khurana,  
Mr Paul Dollman, Mr Richard Fletcher

Representative Directors: C. C. R Robertson (EA 1972–85)

Co-opted Members: M. G. Longmore (Rector), Mr G. Calder (Headteacher), Mrs D. K. Birrell (Senior Deputy Rector)

Clerk to the Court: G. G. Cartwright (Bursar and Clerk to the Court of Directors)

The Court of Directors of  
The Edinburgh Academy (as at October 2016)



FEATURED ACADEMICALS SHARE EXPERIENCES FROM  
LIFE, CAREER AND THEIR TIME AT THE ACADEMY
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Professor Archie Campbell is a Life Fellow of Christs College and Emeritus Professor of 
Electromagnetism in the University of Cambridge. He has made significant contributions to 
studies of flux pinning in type II superconductors, ac losses, and understanding the critical 
state in superconducting materials.

Archie Campbell (EA 1947–53)

What memories do you have of the 
Academy?

I remember Miss Ogilvie, who taught me my first 
scientific experiment: a projector with a lens and a box. 
Later a different teacher, Miss Steele, demonstrated a 
microscope to us; one of my happiest moments was 
when I was the first to be asked to come up and look 
through the microscope at samples. When I went to 
upper school I did classics and science, which I enjoyed 
enormously. In fact, science lessons were the first 
time I really felt I was really doing well at my studies, 
especially physics. 

What impact did EA have on you on 
your later life and career?

The Academy set me up for the rest of my life. I went 
to Cambridge to Corpus Christi College and there were 
at least five other Academicals there, whom I got to 
know well. Another thing I got from the Academy was 
my love of the bagpipes, which I learned to play while 
at school. 

What are your greatest 
achievements?

I don’t think I’ve got any greatest achievements but I’ve 
spent my career researching some fascinating ideas. It’s 
been a pleasure to work on superconductors. With a 
colleague I adapted Maxwell’s (James Clerk Maxwell 
EA 1881–87) equations for use in superconductors. 
That was interesting fundamental theory, but the there 
are many practical applications, such as MRI magnets, 
levitated trains and nuclear fusion among others. 
Having spent most of my career solving Maxwell's 
equations I was pleased to be able to advise on the 
version displayed in EA’s James Clerk Maxwell Science 
Centre, designed by my niece Sula Cook, they’re up on 
the wall there.

You recently met up with Academicals 
based in and around Cambridge – 
what drew you to attend?

It was great fun. I got to talk to people I’d never met 
before, and everyone got a bit nostalgic. It was 
also interesting to learn about how the School has 
developed over the years. 

What words of wisdom do you have 
for any young Academicals reading 
this article?

For Academicals just starting out at university, my 
advice would be to follow what interest you rather 
than do the most conventional things. For example, my 
PhD in superconductors; I went into the field because 
they sounded interesting, although I had never heard 
of them. I thought I’d take them on before getting a 
‘proper job’, but fifty years later there is still lots to do!

What are you working on at the 
moment?

I’m writing a book which should act as a Wikipedia for 
Physicists. The idea is to fill in the physics in articles, 
which have lots of gaps. For example I am astonished 
how few people know why there are two tides a day. 

What did you want to be when you 
were growing up?

I could not decide between being an inventor and 
a stand-up comic. Fortunately I could fulfil both 
ambitions by becoming a university lecturer.

Would you prefer to visit Earth in 
2100 or travel back to 1900?

2100. I know what 1900 was like.

Which science fiction film has the 
most implausible physics?

Mars Attacks.

Which person from history would 
you most like to meet?

Johnathon Swift.

What’s your most favourite place in 
the world? 

Lochinver, Sutherland.

Science

The Academy set 
me up for the rest 
of my life.
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Engineering
Amy has been with built environment consultancy Arup for 10 years as an engineering 
consultant. Amy specialises in bringing Digital to the built environment through multi-
disciplinary collaborations from project inception to completion and operation. With an 
Engineering degree from University of Cambridge followed by professional experience in both 
the UK and China, Amy’s work now brings her to San Francisco where she recently met up with 
EA’s Rector, Marco Longmore and Lesley Boyd, Director of Development and Alumni Relations.

Amy Shen (EA 2001–02)

What’s your favourite EA memory?

I'd say it was playing Evil Ways at a morning assembly 
as part of a jazz band from the school division music 
competition. I had never played jazz or in a band before 
so it was fun to meet others outside my year group, and 
play that piano in the assembly room!

Where did your interest in the 
engineering industry begin?

My grandfather was an electrical engineer and my 
mother taught physics at university, so I was surrounded 
by science and engineering minded people growing 
up. Before joining EA at 6th form, I had built a good 
foundation in science subjects from education in 
China, and I continued my learning through A-levels 
in physics, mathematics and chemistry. I enjoyed both 
the theories and the hands-on aspects of building 
and experimenting and this prompted me to apply 
for engineering at the University of Cambridge. The 
degree was very diverse and intense, and we had 
great exposure to engineering and tech industry in 
proximity, so it was quite natural to go into this industry 
as my career.

How do you find working in an 
industry as a woman where most of 
the workforce is male?

Arup has a great balance of female and male engineers 
and consultants and they did a publication called 
Drivers of Change which observed that the reason 
women may leave engineering could be hostile work 
environments and extreme job pressure, but I'd think 
this can also be true for men, so it's really a universal 
challenge. We should work together to make it a more 
accommodating, adaptive and innovative industry.

You’ve travelled around the globe 
with your career – what advice 
would you give to Academicals who 
find themselves far from home?

I am very grateful that I have worked in London, 
Shanghai and now San Francisco, all of which are 
great city bases to explore the surrounding continent 
and meet diverse people. At the same time, it's easy 
to feel distanced from family and friends from the old 
times, but thanks to technology it's easier to stay in 
touch and be part of their lives. So for me, it's a balance 
between new adventures and making an effort to keep 
in touch with everyone, and I think the EA reunions and 
networks that are happening in global locations will 
definitely bring something extra to us global travellers.

What’s next for you?

I've just arrived in San Francisco to lead technology 
consulting for building projects. So I'm very much 
looking forward to collaborating with start-ups in the 
Bay area to improve and transform people's experience 
in any built environment. I'm also planning a lot of 
travel in the Americas.

What do you do for fun?

Music concerts, sports and Netflix…I recently started 
rock climbing and it's a lot of work!

If you could travel to any point in 
time, when would it be?

When we have the ability to travel in time…

I think the EA 
reunions and 
networks that are 
happening will 
definitely bring 
something extra  
to us global 
travellers.
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Medicine
A clinical consultant of Ophthalmology for nearly 20 years, Professor Robert Scott is Medical 
Director at Moorfields Eye Hospital Dubai and Honorary Professor of the University of 
Birmingham. He has worked with the Ministry of Defence, the RAF and the National Institute 
for Health Research. In 2011 he was listed as one of the UK’s top 50 all speciality surgeons.

Robert Scott (EA 1969–82)

What is your favourite EA memory?

I think my favourite EA memory was entering the Geits 
year from Arboretum Road. We had a special little 
building for the whole year in the classrooms above 
the lunch hall and it was tremendous fun being stuck 
in there with my friends all day.

What did you want to be when you 
were 10 years old?

When I was ten, I wanted to be a rugby player, the 
only problem was that it was an amateur game! I am 
actually quite glad I that early promise did not turn into 
a blossoming rugby career as I might have damaged 
my hands and been unable to perform surgery. 

What is the greatest challenge you 
have faced to date?

Treating impossibly badly-injured service personnel 
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They were 
universally young and getting the most out of their 
eyesight was crucial. 

Tell us a bit more about what you’re 
doing now.

At the moment I am the medical director for Moorfields 
Eye Hospital in Dubai, a branch of the famous London 
Hospital. It is my job to maintain the high standards 
of care, develop and bring new surgical techniques 
to the Hospital, and expand the number of hospitals 
in the region. I wanted to get some experience of 
hospital management when I left the Royal Air Force 
after 26 years and really got thrown in at the deep end. 
It is tremendous fun, and every week brings new and 
unexpected challenges. 

What advice do you have for any 
young Academicals interested in 
pursuing a career in Medicine?

Medicine is a very difficult space to work in at the 
moment, as highlighted by the recent Junior Doctor 
strikes. For me, there is nothing more rewarding than 

moving someone from a state of illness to a fully 
active life. Having good eyesight is a big part of that, 
as it is difficult to find work with poor vision. So, if you 
think like that, be a doctor or nurse as the stressful 
circumstances surrounding the job will not matter as 
much as your achievements.

If you could only read one book for 
the rest of your life, what would it be?

Books that particularly shaped my thinking were on 
the economics of research and Shem's tongue-in-
cheek House of God. The book I would keep with me is 
Kidnapped by the Academical Robert Louis Stevenson 
(EA 1861–63), which I read many times as it reminds me 
of home.

If Hollywood made a movie about 
your life, whom would you like to 
see play the lead role as you?

The only Hollywood actor who could possibly play me 
is Bruce Willis, for obvious reasons.

The perfect glass of wine, or the 
perfect coffee?

I drink gallons of various quality coffees, but would opt 
for a glass of the perfect wine – probably a Barolo for me.

There is nothing 
more rewarding 
than moving 
someone from a 
state of illness to a 
fully active life.
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Finance
Richard Allen has spent the last 20 years acting as an advisor to finance ministers in developing 
countries, helping them improve their systems of budgeting and public finance. He has 
worked with H.M. Treasury, the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development, 
the World Bank, and the I.M.F. His professional career has taken him to more than 60 countries. 
He has also published three books and a public finance blog.

Richard Allen (EA 1954–63)

What is your favourite EA memory?

Reading E.M. Forster’s A Passage to India with Dr. Mills, 
former Rector. It was a blissful break from regular 
classes. 

What did you want to be when you 
were growing up?

At various time, an architect, a journalist, a publisher, and 
an orchestral conductor. Fortunately, or unfortunately, 
I achieved none of these goals. However, my love of 
music and the arts survives, and exceeds my love of 
economics and finance! 

What is the greatest challenge you 
have faced to date?

Making the transition to working in a large international 
organization. The IMF has employees from more than 
180 countries. Cultural differences are huge. One has 
to be extremely sensitive to these differences in order 
to get along and be successful. People from other 
countries don’t necessarily share or appreciate the dry 
British sense of humour!

What three attributes do you think 
would help Academicals interested 
in pursuing a career in Finance?

“Finance” is a broad and complex topic, and my 
speciality is public finance, which means the policies 
and practices of raising revenues through taxation 
or borrowing, and deciding how to spend those 
resources through the budget on public services such 
as defence, education, and health. To succeed in public 
finance, I believe you need three attributes. 

The first attribute is a deep interest in a subject which 
requires skills in economics, accounting, information 
systems, public administration, and management 
science – fortunately, you don’t need to be an expert 
in all of these. 

The second attribute is hard work, hard work, and more 
hard work, for which there is absolutely no substitute. 

The third attribute is knowledge of human behaviour, 
since finance is only a technical subject to a limited 
degree. You will never master the subject without an 
understanding of why people behave as they do, and 
what drives and motivates their actions. 

ON FAVOURITE  
EA MEMORY:

Reading E.M. 
Forster’s A Passage 
to India with Dr. 
Mills, former Rector.

ON AT TRIBUTES THAT HELP IN A CAREER IN FINANCE:

…Knowledge of human behaviour… You will never master the 
subject without an understanding of why people behave as they 
do, and what drives and motivates their actions.
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Law
Adam Edwards is a partner in law firm, Wedlake Bell in London. Adam specialises in advising 
entrepreneurs and their businesses. The necessary range of skills range from M&A to 
information technology to intellectual property, commercial contracts to corporate structuring 
and investment, to solving, in partnership, the day to day problems that businesses and their 
owners face. He is Trustee and Company Secretary for ‘Find your feet’ and Trustee of ‘Change 
of Scene’, charities tackling poverty and helping disadvantaged children.

Adam Edwards (EA 1981–87)

What are your favourite EA 
memories?

My favourite memories are my contemporaries and 
teachers within the iconic (and slightly eclectic) school 
buildings, not least a packed Main Hall playing the 
oboe in the orchestra.

How did your time at the Academy 
shape your life, or career?

The Academy’s focus on breadth of curriculum, 
teaching around a given syllabus and encouraging 
and nurturing each pupil’s own ideas, rather than have 
them learn by rote and accept a ‘spoon-fed’, exam-
perfect answer, has been invaluable to me. I solve 
problems for a living, and the tools I use daily have their 
origins within the Academy.

You studied philosophy at University 
– do you think this has helped you 
in your career?

Most certainly. The study of philosophy rewards those 
who enjoy taking an abstract concept or problem 
and being able to analyse and rationalise it, create or 
postulate a solution or view, and to communicate that 
effectively. These same skills are extremely useful when 
facing the day to day challenges of being a corporate 
lawyer.

What one piece of advice would 
you give to Academicals interested 
in pursuing a career in Law?

Without in any way being critical of my colleagues 
who chose to study law at university and to go straight 
into practice after law school, I consider that the 
breadth of knowledge and the different perspective 
that studying another subject at university can bring, 
together with obtaining as much non-legal, real world 
work experience as possible, won’t do your legal career 
any harm, and may just improve your ability to relate to 
your clients and their challenges.

What professional achievement has 
made you most proud?

I remain very grateful that I was able to spend a year 
working as a paralegal with my grandfather, before 
going to law school. It has remained an excellent 
grounding in what it means to be a solicitor. Beyond 
that, my professional life has led me to act for bankrupts 
to billionaires, but also to serve as a charity trustee (Find 
Your Feet – India, Nepal, Zimbabwe and Malawi). There 
is nothing more wonderful than to see first-hand the 
very poorest and most marginalised be empowered 
through education and community, and so gain 
for themselves greater protection from starvation, 
persecution and the vagaries of weather and state.

If someone made a film about your 
life, who would play you and why?

Benedict Cumberbatch – it is said that we bare a 
certain likeness.

Tell us about a unique or quirky 
habit of yours.

I am very bad about going to bed at a reasonable hour. 
I can catnap very happily and then do a couple of hours 
work in the middle of the night.

Who would you invite to your 
fantasy dinner party (alive or dead)?

Sir David Attenborough, Queen Elizabeth II, Queen 
Elizabeth I, Sir Isaac Newton, Elon Musk, Marie Curie, 
Mrs. Edwards, Sir Winston Churchill, Richard Feynman, 
Princess Grace, Nicola Benedetti, Alan Turing, Dr 
Demis Hassabis, Mary Shelley, J.K. Rowling, William 
Shakespeare and Sir Jony Ive.

The Academy’s 
focus on breadth 
of curriculum, 
teaching around 
a given syllabus 
and encouraging 
each pupil’s own 
ideas has been 
invaluable to me.
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Entrepreneur
Xavier is the founder of H2B services, a leader in Regulatory Life Science that operates in 
France, Belgium, Luxemburg, Canada, India and the UK. He is also Executive Director in 
charge of EMEA operations at Englobe, a leader in soil treatment facilities and remediation in 
France and the UK.

Xavier Dennery (EA 1979–89)

Can you tell us a little about how EA 
effected your life and later career?

The most important things were the rugby and 
chemistry classes. I discovered both at EA. For the 
ten years after leaving the Academy I continued 
to play rugby, with great memories. Chemistry 
became the leitmotif of my further studies and 
career: pharmaceuticals, chemicals, hazardous waste 
management and environmental testing.

What did you want to be when you 
were growing up?

I wanted to become a physics / chemistry scientist, like 
my grandfather Henri Abraham, who was one of the 
very top French scientists and died in Auschwitz at the 
age of 75. He dedicated most of his life to experiments 
on Maxwell’s laws, another link with the EA.

What drew you to making a career 
as an entrepreneur?

Perfect planetary alignment. I had experience and a 
professional network in the Testing, Inspection and 
Certification (TIC) industry. The time had come for 
a digital disruption in the TIC industry and there was 
quantitative easing for financial build-up. At a certain 
point I had no more good reasons not to go for it, and I 
heard the bell sounding for the final lap!
 

You’ve been in a senior executive  
for 25 years in large companies, 
what motivated you to want to  
help H2B services and small 
companies to grow?

It took me 50 years to realise what I really wanted to 
do and move away from the things I did to please my 
parents, my teachers, and my wife. I also felt a true 
sense of admiration for the entrepreneurs of the fifteen, 
and more, small companies I acquired for Eurofins. My 
respect for these entrepreneurs was greater than the 
respect I held for many CEOs of major corporations. 
 

Is there an entrepreneurial figure 
who you find inspiring?

Definitely Gilles Martin, who has been a kind-of Steve 
Jobs figure for the TIC industry. He is the Founder, CEO 
and owner of Eurofins Scientific, which he started up 
in 1987 and is now worth a €7 billion market cap. I was 
in Gilles’s top executive team from 2005 to 2011. He 
taught me everything I know about entrepreneurship.

If you could choose your age 
forever, what age would you choose 
and why?

My current age: 60 years old. I am still curious about 
what I do not know. Since I became an entrepreneur, I 
feel younger each year. And I have been told this is the 
peak age from an intellectual point of view!

What advice would you have to 
Academicals thinking of becoming 
entrepreneurs?

It’s going to be tough but it’s worth it. The most 
important thing in life is to do what you really want to 
do, working only on topics that you really care about. 
Do not become an entrepreneur to please anyone but 
yourself.

ON ADVICE TO 
ACADEMICALS 
THINKING OF 
BECOMING 
ENTREPRENEURS:

It’s going to be 
tough but it’s worth 
it. Do not become 
an entrepreneur to 
please anyone but 
yourself.
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Music
Mezzo-soprano, Catherine began singing as a chorister in St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral. She 
graduated with an honours degree in music from The University of Durham and has just 
completed the prestigious Opera Studies course at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama 
where she has been awarded a Fellowship and continues to study with John Evans.

Catherine 
 Backhouse (EA 1998–2000)

What’s your favourite EA memory?

Learning to fly aeroplanes and gliders as an RAF CCF 
cadet and giving the ‘Reply to the Toast to the Lassies’ 
speech at the school Burns’ Supper are two things I 
remember as giving me a huge sense of achievement 
at the time.

Where did your interest in 
performing arts begin? And did your 
time at the Academy nurture that 
interest?

I was of course involved in lots of music making at 
the Academy: orchestra, chamber music (I will always 
remember playing 2nd violin in Schubert’s wonderful 
string quintet in C), big choir, chamber choir (compulsory 
as it was conducted by my Dad!), female barber shop, 
lunchtime concerts and my first ever experience on 
stage playing Maria in West side Story which was an 
amazing thing to do.

Where is your favourite place 
to perform, and is there a place 
you have always dreamed of 
performing?

My favourite venues to sing in have probably been 
Snape Maltings Concert Hall in Aldeburgh and The 
King’s Theatre in Edinburgh. I’ll be excited to perform 
in the Edinburgh Festival Theatre for the first time 
because I’ve watched so many shows there over the 
years. I also dream of performing at the Royal Opera 
House one day. 

Is there any particular figure who 
was a source of inspiration to you 
during your studies and early career?

Not one but many! Thinking about what has inspired 
me to pursue being a professional singer, it is really the 
music itself and all the beauty and magic it possesses. 
As a singer I am both self-employed and freelance 
so have learnt that it is essential to gather a team of 
trusted teachers and supporters around you.

What’s next for you?

I have various concerts (including the traditional 
Messiah), recordings, auditions and a masterclass in 
the run up to Christmas. I will start next year by giving 
several concerts with my piano, voice, viola group 
The Amalie Trio, we will also be leading workshops 
about classical chamber music in East Lothian primary 
schools. In spring 2017 I will be playing 2nd Lady in 
Mid-Wales Opera’s tour of Mozart’s The Magic Flute.

If you had your own talk show, who 
would your first three guests be?

Richard Holloway, Simon McBurney and Caitlin Moran.

Who are your favourite singers/ 
performers?

Daniela Mac, Alice Coote, Christa Ludwig, Nina 
Stemme, Sophie Bevan, Brindley Sheratt, Susan Bullock, 
Allan Clayton, Karen Cargill, Iain Paterson and Jonathan 
Summers.

I am also a big fan of funk music and am a regular 
listener to the Craig Charles Funk and Soul Show on 
BBC 6 Music.

Something interesting you might 
not know about me is…

I have taken adult education classes in astronomy, 
burlesque, flamenco and am currently learning German.

Learning to fly 
aeroplanes and 
gliders as an RAF 
CCF cadet and 
giving the ‘Reply 
to the Toast to the 
Lassies’ are two 
things I remember 
as giving me a 
huge sense of 
achievement.



Arts
David moved to Hollywood in 2008 and started work in the ‘Art Department’ in film and TV 
production. The art department is responsible for set construction, set decoration, props and 
special effects. David now works as a prop-master, a set-dresser, or a leadman (a logistical 
role rather than an acting role!). In the last year, he’s worked on multiple commercials and 
TV shows including: Young and Hungry, Lady Dynamite, Those Who Can’t, Fresh off the Boat 
and Teen Wolf.

David Aikman (EA 1977–90)

What’s your favourite EA memory?

The journey home on the bus after a Mountaineering 
club outing…

What first sparked your interest in TV 
and Film? And did your time at the 
Academy nurture that interest?

I watched ALOT of movies as a kid. I love that they 
are larger than life and inspiring. I just wanted to be 
part of it. I enjoyed being in some plays at the prep 
encouraged by Mr. Bowman and Mr. Armstrong.

What advice would you give to 
Academicals looking to get into a 
career in Film/TV?

Make sure to listen more than you speak, work harder 
than the next person and read good books.

You recently attended an Alumni 
dinner in the US hosted by the 
Rector, what inspired you to get 
back in touch?

Living so far away from home it was important for me 
to connect with my American Academical family! And 
I was curious to meet the intrepid Rector that travelled 
11,000 miles.

What’s next for you?

Finish that book I’ve been writing.

What were you like at School and 
what aspect of your childhood self 
have you retained to this day?

I loved to tell tall stories, and now I’m part of telling 
them on the big screen.

If you could star (with) / or direct any 
actor in a film genre of your choice, 
who would it be and why?

How about directing the cast of Trainspotting in King 
Lear?

If you could swap places with any 
other person for a week, famous or 
not, living or dead, real or fictional, 
with whom would it be?

I’d travel back to ancient India and swap with Siddhartha 
Guatama the week before he realized Buddha-hood.

ON ADVICE TO 
ACADEMICALS 
LOOKING TO GET 
INTO T V/FILM:

Listen more than 
you speak, work 
harder than the 
next person and 
read good books.
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Mike undertook extensive 
cold weather training 
in north western Russia 
(Karelia, Kem and 
Murmansk) and also in 
Yakutia, eastern Siberia…
reputedly the coldest 
city on earth where 
temperatures regularly 
dip below -40C in winter.

Mike Laird (EA 1974–87)

Mike Laird knew that even with a dedicated Royal 
Patron, trying to mount a world-first expedition 
in a restricted area of the Russian Arctic would 
prove difficult. So, late in 2015, he decided that 
the best course of action would be to go and 
live in Russia to try and push things along. The 
last time Mike had been in Russia was in 1984, 
before the Iron Curtain was raised, on a school 
trip organised by the Academy.

Speaking almost no Russian he initially lived 
in a city called Krasnogorsk but soon moved 
into Moscow to be with a good friend, Evgeny 
Mashkovskiy, a sports physician connected to 
several of the Russian national teams. Meetings 
were duly arranged with the British and US 
Ambassadors, Russian polar explorers and 
well connected oligarchs to try and obtain the 
elusive FSB (formerly known as the KGB) permits 
required for the arctic expedition.

Aside the meetings, Mike undertook extensive 
cold weather training in north western Russia 
(Karelia, Kem and Murmansk) and also in Yakutia, 
eastern Siberia. Yakutia is reputedly the coldest 
city on earth where temperatures regularly dip 
below -40C in winter. Mike’s arctic trip won’t all 
be over ice and snow, some of it may well be on 
or in the Arctic Ocean because of the shifting sea 
ice in the region.

So, already a well-qualified recreational diver, 
Mike decided to qualify as an Ice Diver whilst in 
Russia and said that to dive with and hold onto 
a Beluga Whale underneath the sea ice was 
the most incredible diving experience he has 
ever had. These new skills added to those Mike 
gained on a 560km trek to the Magnetic North 
Pole a few years ago positions him well for the 
challenge ahead. All he needs now is the permit! 
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A challenge it certainly 
was, climbing the uneven 
stony ascent, but we all 
made it to the top, with 
the fantastic support of 
all involved.

James Fontana (EA 2007–16)

On a rather cloudy, windy and rainy Friday in 
June 2016, I, along with around 35 other pupils 
and staff embarked on an epic adventure up 
the Carn an Tuirc Munro in Glenshee. Despite 
the awful weather, and the two hour coach 
journey at either end, spirits remained cheerful 
the whole way, and with the fantastic help of the 
school’s Development Department, the current 
total fundraised stands at £1,935.

This challenge was all about raising money for 
the Duke of Edinburgh charity as part of their 60 
year diamond anniversary, in what they called 
a Diamond Challenge. The charity supports 
young people across the UK helping them fulfil 
their potential. A campaign by the Development 
Department has also raised funds for the EA 
Spirit of Adventure, which will help more young 
people to access and gain skills through various 
outdoor pursuits. A challenge it certainly was, 
climbing the uneven stony ascent, but we all 
made it to the top, with the fantastic support of 
all involved. 

I would like to thank the School, all the staff 
who gave up their time to support the event 

and in particular Mrs Changleng along with 
the Development Department, especially; Tom 
Paton, Lesley Boyd and David Trujillo-Farley, 
without whom this would not have been such 
a success. I would also like to thank all of the 
pupils who were all so supportive and who 
made this personal ambition a reality, in what I 
hope to become an annual event. Thanks must 
also go to Jeremy Fenton a former teacher at the 
school who has done so much to engage the 
Academical community with events happening 
at the School.

On July 7th, Mrs Changleng and I were invited 
by Duke of Edinburgh Scotland to attend a 
ceremony with Prince Edward at Netherurd 
House near West Linton to celebrate its 60 year 
anniversary. I am so grateful to have been given 
this opportunity to talk to such a humble man 
about the challenge, find out more about how 
your fantastic donations have helped change 
lives and meet other young people whose lives 
have been impacted by this award as much as 
mine, in what has become an amazing end to 
my school career.
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O   
Alistair Dorward (EA 1973–86)

L O S  A N G E L E S   
Mohammed Abed (EA 1989–92)

  A R G Y L E  & B U T E
David Bowen (EA 1953–64)

  PA R I S  & N O R T H E R N  F R A N C E
Xavier Dennery (EA 1979–80)

  YO R K S H I R E
Struan Gunn (EA 1972–85)

  S O U T H E R N  F R A N C E
Alan Geddes (EA 1954–60)

  C A M B R I D G E
Fraser Gillies (EA 1999–2010)

Global
Academicals

L O N D O N 
Colin Cunningham (EA 1954–61)

YO U N G  A C A D E M I C A L S  L O N D O N
Elliot Lamb (EA 1993–2006)

YO U N G  A C A D E M I C A L S  L O N D O N
Will Lutton (EA 1992–2005)

THE ACADEMICAL COMMUNITY SPANS THE WORLD AND WE HAVE EA ACADEMICAL REPRESENTATIVES 
FAR AND WIDE. DURING THE LAST YEAR WE HAVE APPOINTED 13 NEW REPS ACROSS THE WORLD SO 
WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU’LL NEVER BE FAR FROM YOUR EA FAMILY!
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M I D D L E  E A S T  –  J O R D A N ,  A M M A N  
Henry T Wooster (EA 1978)

B A N G K O K   
David Alexander (EA 1971–84)

H O N G  K O N G   
Ken Carnduff (EA 1978–88)

M I D D L E  E A S T,  U A E   
Robert Scott (EA 1969–82)

  S Y D N E Y 
Nicola Macbeth (EA 2008–10)

  M E L B O U R N E 
Ben Apted (EA 1987)

B E  A N  A R E A  R EP  (= N E W  R E P S)
A global community needs area reps across the world. Interested? Find out more by 
contacting the Edinburgh Academy Alumni Relations Office at +44 (0)131 624 4958 or  
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk.
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THIS YEAR WE SET OUT TO REACH AS MANY OF YOU 
AS POSSIBLE BY HOLDING SATELLITE REUNIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE RECTOR, MARCO 
LONGMORE AND DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND 
ALUMNI RELATIONS, LESLEY BOYD ALSO TRAVELLED 
TO THE STATES TO MEET ACADEMICALS AT OUR US 
EVENTS IN NEW YORK AND CALIFORNIA. KEEP AN EYE 
ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATES FOR THE UPDATES 
ON FUTURE SATELLITE REUNIONS.

Hong Kong, 1 April 2016 
Area Rep. Ken Carnduff (EA 1978–88)
The Rector hosted David Chun Yin Chu (EA 1988–94), Malcolm Loudon 
(EA 1991–2004), Ken Carnduff (EA 1978–88) and Piers Steward (EA 1998–
2006) on behalf of the Development Department, School and Academical 
Club. The evening involved a drinks reception followed by dinner at the 
Intercontinental Hotel, Hong Kong. It was wonderful for Academicals to 
meet new friends and be re-united with old acquaintances.

Cambridge, 14 April 2016 
Area Rep. Fraser Gillies (EA 1999–2010)
On a rainy Thursday evening Lesley Boyd and Alison Wardrop stayed 
warm and dry at the Academicals’ Cambridge get-together, the first in 
many years. New Cambridge rep, Fraser Gillies headed up the friendly 
gathering, where the age-ranges spanned from 22 – 80 years old! Alumni 
enjoyed sharing memories from their time at School; their experiences 
of the past, and their stories about how much things have changed. 
Nearly everybody who attended did not know each other, so many new 

friendships were forged. Thanks to Peter Irving (EA 1943–46), Peter Friend 
(EA 1944–52), Archie Campbell (EA 1947–53), Richard Grisenthwaite (EA 
1977–85) and Matthew W Chester (EA 1987–92) for attending. Our thanks 
also go out to Fraser for putting such a successful evening together. All 
who attended looked forward to this evening being the first of many new 
Cambridge events.

London, 15 April 2016 
Area Rep. Colin Cunningham (EA 1954–61)
Colin Cunningham organised a splendid evening on Friday 15 April for the 
London Edinburgh Academical Club dinner. EA’s Chairman Mike Gregson 
(EA 1960–70), Marco Longmore, Lesley Boyd and Alison Wardrop enjoyed 
attending the London Academical Club Dinner, where guests enjoyed an 
update from the Rector about School news, and special guest speaker 
Nick Kuenssberg (EA 1948–61) delivered talk about his long and successful 
career. Guests had an enjoyable evening which lasted until the wee small 
hours at London’s Caledonian Club.

USA Trip October/November 2016
The film entitled ‘If it’s Tuesday it must be Belgium’ describing the travels 
of American holidaymakers on a whirlwind trip round Europe sprang to 
mind as Rector, Marco Longmore and I embarked on our latest trip to 
the USA in October/November 2016, visiting as many Academicals as we 
could on the East Coast (our second visit) and the West (a first for us both). 
In ten days of trains, planes and automobiles the welcome and hospitality 
we received from our Academicals was a delight.

New York was our starting point and we began Wednesday evening 
with drinks in the Library Hotel where we met Chris Steel (EA 1967–80), 
John Price (EA 1965–77), Andrew Shewan (EA 1949–57) and his wife, 
Jackie, Gopal Kharbanda (EA 1981–89) and Sam Anderson (EA 1968–69). 
Thursday was a day of individual meetings, including a splendid lunch 
with Graeme Muirhead (EA 1975–86) – much talk of triathlons – and a 
catch up with Art Mbanefo (EA 1981–84). Friday saw us departing for San 
Francisco and the keenly anticipated West Coast. It didn’t disappoint. A 
hectic few days followed; Charles Jezycki (EA 1944–52) and his son Stefan 
took us on an enjoyable tour of wineries in Napa, then Ken Campbell (EA 
1952–64) and his wife Rhonda hosted drinks in their lovely home in Mill 
Valley where we were joined by Nick Brown (EA 1969–83) and Alastair 
Dorward (EA 1973–86).

On Monday morning we drove out to Mountain View to spend the day as 
guests of John Orr (EA 1968–81) now a Senior Engineer with Google and 
gave us a glimpse of the innovations underway. John joined us the following 
evening along with Christopher Chase (EA 1978–80), Louisa Duncan (EA 
1994–96) and Amy Shen (EA 2001–02) for drinks back in San Francisco.

Satellite Reunions



CALLING  THE CLASSES OF

1970–80
Saturday 28 April 2018. Reconnect with old friends and  
memories by joining us in Spring of 2017 for a tour of the  
School and Archive followed by a Reunion Dinner.

Please contact Alison Wardrop with any questions: 
0131.624.4958 or accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk
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Wednesday, we touched down in a very sunny Los Angeles before meeting 
up with Mohammed Abed and his wife, Weronika, Jonny Gray (EA 1970–
77) and David Aikman (EA 1977–90) for dinner. Next, onto San Diego and 
lunch with Ian Gill (EA 1953–66) at the impressive San Diego Yacht Club, 
often host to many key races including the Lipton and America’s Cups. 
On to a sunset dinner in La Jolla with Rosemary Hurford (EA 1996–98) 
finishing off with lunch in Carlsbad on our last day with David Jenkins (EA 
1961–70) before boarding the plane for the long flight home.

It was lovely to meet so many of our Academicals and to hear of your 
memories of your time at the Edinburgh Academy. To those in NYC or 
in California, or in locations we were unable to reach, rest assured, our 
intention is an annual visit from EA so we’ll aim to catch up with you all 
in time. 

As a former pupil, teacher or friend, Academicals are part of a much 
bigger family than you perhaps realise; a family that is truly global while 
showing clearly that an Academical is ‘Grounded in Scotland, Ready for 
the World’. Our conversations on both Coasts showed an eagerness to 
stay in touch with each other and with the School. We can all do this 
through social media, Linkedin and Twitter being our mainstays, through 
The Academical, through our EAC Area Representatives and most recently, 
through Academicals Connect, your dedicated section of the Edinburgh 
Academy website

Meeting fellow Academicals on my travels is one of the great privileges 
of working in School Development – or ‘Advancement’ as our American 
friends call it! I hope to meet many more of you in the future.

Till then 

Floreat Academia!

Lesley Boyd
Director of Development & Alumni Relations

BE AN AREA REP

A global community needs area reps across the world. 
Interested? Find out more by contacting the Edinburgh 
Academy Alumni Relations Office at +44 (0)131 624 
4958 or accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk 
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2016 saw the School year start in fine form 
with excellent results across a suite of 
Scottish Qualification Awards and A-level, 

the opening of our newly refurbished sports 
facilities at New Field and a reunion of former 
pupils from the 1960s–1970s all in the space of 
a few days.

The extracts below, from my Exhibition Speech 
delivered at the General Assembly Hall on 
the Mound on 1 July 2016, gives, I hope, all 
Academicals a snapshot of our school life, 
recording the successes of a year past and the 
outline of the demands for the year ahead.

This year, our school was asked to reflect on 
the theme of innovation. ‘EA Innovation’ was 
our image for identifying priorities which we 
will focus on, not just this year but for many 
to come. 

Mrs Hancox, Deputy Rector, Learning and 
Teaching, took forward a consultation with 
staff and pupils over the attributes of an 
Edinburgh Academy learner. This produced 
a most interesting set of reflections and 
discussions, and distilled down from these 
came five central attributes. These being that 
an EA learner would be ‘curious, creative, 
resilient, independent and collaborative’. 

Curiosity, last summer’s examination results 
have been well publicised for some time but 
I wish to emphasise quite how significant the 
transformation in the profile of results has 
been within this generation of pupils. Of last 
year’s 6ths, this year’s leavers, 60% of all Higher 
examinations sat achieved an ‘A’ Grade, this 

is compared to the equivalent statistic of 29% 
when the same year group started at Senior 
School as Geits. Their curiosity developed over 
their passage of time through the School, gave 
them the platform to display an academic 
prowess, which saw the strongest set of Higher 
results seen at the School to date. 

Creativity, the second attribute of an 
Academy learner, is seen across our curriculum 
and far beyond. Within Art the success of our 
Summer Art Academy, A-level trips to Loch 
Rannoch and the introduction of a new Higher 
in Photography have helped to see innovations 
in how the creative process is explored…Such 
creativity is complemented so ably within our 
Design and Technology Department, who 
have produced an excellent exhibition of work. 
Creativity in the dramatic sense was catered 
for in the 4ths to 6ths production ‘Teechers’ in 
2016’s autumn term and Geits to 3rds in ‘Alice’. 

…Resilience, our third attribute, is a quality 
often seen as a central feature for success. 
Determination and resilience to work through 
the pain barrier for many of our pupils takes 
their mind to their sporting challenges. Sport is 
such a central part of the lives of all our pupils, 
for some it is to achieve at high level, for others 
it is simply to take part…

In hockey we have seen our boys XI reach the 
national School Plate semi-finals and become 
winners of the Caritas 7’s Plate. Our U15’s were 
Schools Plate finalists and 2 boys reaching the 
Scottish National and Development Squads. 
Amongst our girls, the achievement of one in 
obtaining a full hockey scholarship at Central 

Michigan University in USA this August shows 
how far the progress of girls’ hockey has been 
taken. This is seen across all ages with our 
1st XI being East Schools Plate semi-finalists, 
our 4ths East School Plate winners and East 
Tournament Plate winners and semi-finalists. 
Statistically our 1st XI girls have had their most 
successful year. Our great sporting tradition in 
Rugby makes a hard script to write when each 
year aims to add to the achievements of that 
great history. Very pleasingly this year, in the 
inaugural year of National Conferences, the 
School performed superbly to finish 4th in the 
Red Conference which was made up of the 6 
top rugby playing schools in Scotland. This was 
complemented by individual achievements 
by one pupil who played at Scotland U18 level 
and contributed to the successful Edinburgh 
Academicals team at Melrose 7’s, and there 
was representation at Edinburgh U18 for no 
fewer than 6 pupils. 

Our summer 2016 Cricket season has seen 
representation from the School at Scotland 
U16, 2 Edinburgh East U18’s and North 
Edinburgh and East Lothian U14. Of particular 
note is our success in athletics, with national 
medals in cross-country and one of our girls 
ranked number 1 in her age group. We have 
also seen success in Scottish Schools and 
Edinburgh Schools, with Silver for our U15 
Girls relay team. There have been individual 
successes – silver medals at Scottish Schools in 
800m, 100m Hurdles, Discus, and High Jump, 
with bronze in the 3000m.

Last, but indeed no ways least, resilience 
was shown by our pupils who braved the 

Senior School Report (as at October 2016)

MARCO LONGMORE, RECTOR

To Academicals far and wide, greetings from Henderson Row.



23THE ACADEMICAL / 25(a)

cold winter months on our Fives Courts. This 
paid dividends with our first pair winning 
the Scottish Schools Championships and 
our second pair runners up. From this, at the 
UK School’s Championships held at St Pauls 
School in London, for the very first time, our 
pupil won the UK singles championship and 
a second was winner of the singles Plate 
competition. 

So on to our fourth attribute, Collaboration. 
Collaboration within the School is one thing, 
however EA innovation has pushed us to 
see collaboration across a much broader 
spectrum of endeavours… Following our 
successful visit to Tsun Tsing Christian Academy 
in Hong Kong, the e-twinning project with 
pupils there established a pattern we are 
taking forward with schools in France and 
North America in the year ahead. Our link 
made this year with Camden Hills Regional 
High School in Maine, established a learning 
platform for collaboration amongst staff in the 
years ahead. We have already seen successful 
exchange in this area. 

A particularly innovative project which has 
excited the imagination this year has been 
a collaboration with institutions within the 
City of Edinburgh. This year the Academy has 
led school partnership in the Enlightenment 
Project, where pupils have learned about 
important aspects of the City’s history and 
the ways in which Edinburgh’s intellectual 

enlightenment influenced our understanding 
of the World, and indeed the curriculum that 
we offer here at the School…

Collaborative work, also shines out for 
me this year in the ECO Schools project. 
Raising awareness and action over waste 
management, food recycling and preparing 
for an across school 2nd Green Flag Award. 
Alongside that is the work of our Charities 
Committee which has seen us work with Motor 
Neuron Disease Scotland and Kids in Kailahun, 
assisting in the foundation of a new school, KIK 
Academy in Sierra Leon. 

Collaboration of course is seen in the Music 
Hall as much as on the Sports Field, and our 
EA learners have given us a festival of music 
throughout the whole year, with remarkable 
performances at the Queen’s Hall and Usher 
Hall, and our Chamber Choir singing at the 
Royal Festival Hall in London, coming 2nd, 
but certainly the best mixed choir in this year’s 
Barnardo’s competition. Individuals have been 
involved with the National Youth Orchestra of 
Great Britain and others taking parts in local 
opera. 

Independent, our fifth and final attribute. 
Independence of decision making appears a 
mantra in political dialogue (or monologue)  
in recent years. Independent understanding  
and thought for EA learners has many  
different meanings. 

Our Outdoor Education Programme has 
this year taken yet another step forward, 
not just in the ever increasing numbers 
participating within the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award programme, but within the structured 
way in which our Geits, 2nds and 3rds have 
enjoyed their challenge to gain more personal 
independence through their outward bound 
experiences at Dounans, Newcastleton and 
Loch Eli.

Across the country groups of pupils have visited 
cities and events, taking part in language, art 
and sporting events, but beyond our shores 
we have seen expeditions such as our CCF 
Pipe Band trip to New York, marching as part 
of the lead section in Tartan Day celebrations 
down Sixth Avenue, others trekking across the 
Oman Desert and indeed our now customary 
invitation to the Student League of Nations 
Conference in Geneva.

 
In summary, we still work hard and we play 
hard here at the Edinburgh Academy. There are 
many ambitious projects that require support 
from across our community. As ever, I would be 
delighted to welcome any Academical back to 
School to discuss these, and my colleagues in the 
Development Office will be more than happy to 
help if you should require further information. 
They are contactable on 0131 624 4958 or by 
email development@edinburghacademy.org.uk.

Floreat Academia!
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One of our aims in recent years has been to bring 
the Junior and Senior Schools closer together 
and a theme in 2015–16 was in writing down 
what the key attributes of an Academy Learner 
are. In the end, and after much debate, resilience, 
curiosity, independence, collaboration and 
creativity were selected.

Many of these attributes were present in the 
boys and girls who competed for the school in 
many fields of expertise.

Academically it was a bumper P6 year with 
Archie Brindle, Max Khurana and Jennifer Lane 
achieving silver medals at a very young age in 
the National Primary Maths Challenge. Archie 
and Jennifer were then joined by Orla Tait and 
Joshua Tsu in winning the St Leonard’s School 
Technology Challenge against other schools 
whose teams were a full year and a half older.

On the Sports pitch this was also our most 
successful year in several. Our boy’s rugby team 
was unbeaten all season and won the prestigious 
Merchiston Sevens defeating Watson’s, Stewarts 
Melville, Dollar, Merchiston and then Loretto in 
the final and our cricket team also had a 0 in the 
‘matches lost’ column. The most epic match was 
against Stewarts when the children (exhausted 
after returning from Holland the day before) 
needed 16 runs from the last over! This was 
achieved on the last ball with scores of 6, 4, 1, 
1, 0, 4.

Our mixed team won the Edinburgh Kwik Cricket 
Tournament before coming a creditable third (of 
16) in the National Final in Perth. Our footballers 
enjoyed an unbeaten tour to the North West 
of England and represented Edinburgh in the 
National Independent Schools Tournament. 

Our girls enjoyed their own season hugely and 
there were outstanding performances from 
Alice Ball, who won every event possible at the 
P5 Sports Day; breaking three school records. 
Not to be outdone, Ines Donald also broke three 
school records in the mixed swimming gala and 
showed her versatility by winning the Scottish 
Prep Schools Cross Country in Dunbar.

On the stage we witnessed a lovely version of 
the classic ‘My Son Pinocchio’. It is one of the 
hallmarks of our school that every child performs 
on the stage every year culminating in the P6 
musical each June.

The year saw us saying ‘au revoir’ to several 
valued and long-standing members of staff. In 
Mrs Colleen Chan, Mrs Sheila Walker and Mrs 
Gillian Wood (nee Turnbull), we had teachers of 
real quality and integrity and they left with our 
best wishes. I also mentioned last year that the 
Junior School staff are a very inclusive group 
that does not have a ‘Common Room’ culture 
of academic staff and non-academic staff being 
classed differently. This was really apparent when 
the Chairman of the Court himself joined me 
on the stage at the Junior School Exhibition to 
mark the retirement of a lady who, whilst never 
actually an employee of the school, was very 
much a part of the Academy Family. Mrs Myra 
Pugh hung up her crossing lollipop for the final 
time after 41 years.

Once again this has been a busy year at the 
Junior School and as ever I would like to extend 
a warm invitation to anyone who would like to 
come and visit us to contact my PA to make an 
appointment.

Floreat Academia!

In my report of 2015 I stated that we had the 
largest number of pupils coming into the 
Arboretum Road site since the trees were 

removed and the ‘Prep’ was founded back in 
1960. For 2016–17 we squeezed in a couple more 
(mainly due to earlier birthdays in the Nursery). 
Again we have worked hard to maintain the 
feeling of ‘family’ where even our youngest 
children feel that they are an important part 
of things and in our Nursery in particular I am 
always impressed by the tangible atmosphere 
of discovery, wonder, creativity, inspiration and 
nurture that feels all pervasive.

Of course the numbers in school are so healthy 
that competition for spaces is such that, whilst 
we endeavour to keep siblings together, and to 
maintain long established links with Academical 
families, this is not always possible.

A phrase I have used in my previous school and 
brought with me to the Academy was my firm 
belief that we should be fostering a ‘confidence 
without arrogance’ in our children and this was 
tackled in a different way by our Exhibition 
Speaker, the CEO of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, Anton Collella, who spoke to the 
children about his own materially impoverished 
background as a ‘space cadet’ from the East End 
of Glasgow and the fact that his upbringing 
had been the foundation of his belief that true 
leadership only comes through service to others. 
It is unusual for the Junior School and Senior 
School to have the same Exhibition Speaker and 
it is testament to his skills that Anton’s speeches 
contained the same fundamental message but 
were delivered in an age appropriate way that 
really spoke to each person whether they be the 
Primary 3 at their first Exhibition or Seventh at 
their 11th.

Junior School Report
GAVIN A CALDER, HEADMASTER
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School Reports what’snew?

New Pastoral Base
By Craig Murray (EA 1992–94, EA Staff 2005–)

Commonly known by many as the EA bookshop, 
the basement of the Teacher’s Lodge has been 
completely transformed into a bright shiny 
new 'Pastoral Base' designed to provide office 
space for the Pastoral Teams at the Senior 
School. Janice Baines, the newly appointment 
administrative assistant for the Pastoral team 
will also be manning a reception desk at most 
times throughout the school day, facilitating a 
direct link between pupils and the Year Heads / 
Assistant Year Heads should they wish to speak 
to a member of the team. The school counselling 
service also runs out of a room within the 
Pastoral Base and when the counsellor is not in 
school, this space is offered to pupils as a multi-
faith prayer room. A much needed meeting 
room has also been developed, which will not 
only house the many regular staff meetings, 
but will also provide a space to encourage the 
'pupil voice', gathering essential feedback from 
pupils when considering how best to support 
our young people.

One such project that is tapping into the creative 
minds of our pupils is the development of the 
garden space directly outside the Pastoral Base. 
The ultimate aim is to provide a quiet haven 
away from the sometimes frenetic pace of the 
school yard, including a seating area which will 
form an outside classroom space. Although the 
project is in the early stages of planning, the 
involvement of pupils will be key to providing a 
welcoming and functional space in this hidden 
corner of the Henderson Row site.

EA Branching Out
By Katharine Haslett (EA Staff 2009–)

‘Grounded in Scotland, Ready for the World’. This 
is our vision statement for the Academy and as 
such we believe that the future success of our 
pupils is dependent on preparing them for an 
increasingly diverse world in which globalisation 
is such a powerful force, and an awareness of 
different cultures and beliefs is paramount. As 
well as using ‘real world’ evidence and examples 
in the classroom to enhance the learning 
experience and widen pupils’ cultural awareness, 

we are also branching out to establish links with 
other schools further afield to provide learning 
opportunities for cultural exchange and ideas 
as well as language and travel. Alongside some 
long-standing links with schools in Spain and 
Holland we have now established links with 
schools even further afield including The United 
States (Camden Regional High School, Maine) 
and Hong Kong (Tsung Tsin Christian Academy). 

Our purpose in establishing these links is to 
create opportunities for exchange – both in 
terms of visits by pupils and staff as well as 
exchanging ideas on pedagogy and creating 
opportunities for linked learning. A group of 
senior pupils, accompanied by the Rector, visited 
our link school in Hong Kong last year and pupils 
from both schools have worked together on 
an e-project doing joint presentations about 
cultural celebrations using the themes of 
Burns Night and the Autumn Moon Festival. 
Furthermore, we are part of a wider network of 
schools across Edinburgh with links to schools 
in Hong Kong and last year joined in hosting a 
number of teachers from there, allowing us to 
exchange ideas about teaching and to build 
professional links. Soon, a group of pupils and 
staff will be departing to take part in our first 
exchange with our partner school in Maine – the 
first, we hope, of many more to come.

In 2015, Academy pupils had the opportunity 
to travel to places as far away as Oman and Sri 
Lanka, with other trips this session planned to 

Pastoral team: Lisa McWilliam, Mike Bryce, Janice Baines, Heather Kilfeather and Craig Murray

Tsung Tsin Christian Academy, Hong Kong
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Borneo and Morocco, and of course other places 
closer to home. Through enriching our pupils’ 
experience of learning by opening them up 
to new cultures and ideas we hope to prepare 
them in the best way possible to be the leaders 
of the future.

Outdoor Education
By Jenny Changleng (EA Staff 2014–)

Creating the opportunity for challenge is the 
remit of Outdoor Education Department at EA 
and we have embraced this through adventure!

Last year we undertook 10 expeditions for 
pupils’ Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Exploring the 
Pentland Hills for Bronze level, the Tweed Valley 
for Silver and Scotland-wide for Gold. The Gold 
group travelling to Lochs Ossian and Torridon to 
pitch their skills in the big mountains of Scotland 
resulting in our group completing their awards 
before leaving EA – a tremendous achievement! 
The volunteering hours contributed by our 
pupils this year has almost exceeded 2,000.

Trips form a key part of personal and skill 
development within school, from the P4 trip 
to Broomlee we can see the pupils growing in 
their confidence and awareness of the outdoor 
environment.

At P5 we visited Meigle Centre to bring the history 
of the Jacobites to life, cooking traditional food 
(porridge!) over a campfire built and light by the 
pupils, creating shelter from the offerings of the 
local forest and learning about local characters 
in wonderful outdoor story telling sessions.

Geits’ trip to Dounans camp last year created an 
opportunity for us to test our pupils’ resilience. 
The rain, wind and chilly air was always going to 
be challenging, the main focus for this camp is 
personal and group development, learning to 
work alongside each other and understanding 
the benefits and challenge of group work.
2nds enjoyed their trip to Newcastleton in 
glorious sunshine. A wonderful few days where 
the key feature is skill development. Having really 
established some good personal and group 
work skills at Dounans our pupils were ready to 
learn some journeying skills.

The weather could not have been better for the 
3rds trip to Loch Eil, at one point we were the 
hottest place in the UK! Building a week which 
combines physical and mental skills, group work 
and independence is a complex task. Watching 
our pupils support one another during some 
very difficult times took some restraint, it was 
tempting when pupils were at a low ebb for staff 
to try and interject and make things better!

Skiing in Austria with the school ski trip, led by Mr 
Prosser and assisted by myself and Ms Kenwright, 
was a huge success. The carefully planned trip to 
Solden brought together instructors from the 
UK with our pupils in the James Bond film resort. 
The sun shone and the skiing was improving 
each day, we had races of all different kinds on 
the last day allowing for skills at every level.

Launching our Outdoor Education trip to 
Morocco last year was met with a tremendous 
response from pupils keen to climb the highest 
mountain in North Africa in 2017. The pupils 
range from 4ths to 6ths and we are looking 
forward to this group working together to make 
sure everyone is able to achieve the summit.

We continue to benefit from the generosity of 
the Spirit of Adventure Fund to support much of 
the work we do, the financial burden of running 
outdoor activities has been released by the 
support of Alumni who donate to the fund.

We are always looking for new volunteers 
so please contact the Alumni Office:  
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk if you’d like 
to get involved.

James Fontana’s Munro Challenge



Events &
Reunions

EAC Burns Supper 
Saturday 16th January 2016 
By Harry Paton (EA 1992–2005) 
EAC Committee

Edinburgh Academicals have a fine tradition 
of putting on fantastic Burns Suppers, and this 
year’s proved no exception. Guests of 2016’s 
Burns Supper were treated to an evening filled 
with fantastic speeches, musical delights and 
delicious haggis, neaps and tatties.

Master of ceremonies, Brian Hay Smith (EA 
1970–84), lead the evening confidently and with 
great humour (more of his antics further down). 
The “Address Tae a Haggis” was one of the most 
entertaining addresses I have been privileged 
enough to see. George Hall leant character 
and excitement to the verses, bringing Burns’s 
words to life. It was a promising start to the 
evening and prepared us for what was to a very 
high calibre night.

After what can only be described as a feast 
for kings, we were treated to the “Immortal 
Memory”. In an elegant tribute to Burns, Gavin 
Calder managed to unearth some hitherto 
unknown facts of genuine interest and was 
able to enthral the audience due to the time 

and effort he had spent researching Rabbie 
evidenced in the quality of his speech. Chris 
Duncan (EA 2002–08) opened the hostilities in a 
rousing toast to the lassies, and Anna Robertson 
(EA 2008–09) was more than equal to the 
challenge – replying with unrivalled humour. 

The night continued with Brian Hay Smith 
introducing some of the Bard’s favourite games 
which, after a few whiskies, were not quite as 
easy (as one might have thought). Indeed, 
after an embarrassing performance in the 
“coin closest to the whisky bottle” game, the 
only hope left to the author of this piece was 
embracing Lady Luck and entering the raffle. 
The key prize was a “Swanston Farm Meat 
Hamper” which, in a dash of irony, was won 
by a vegetarian who (thank you Lady Luck) 
happened to be my guest!

Festivities were topped by two captivating 
musical performances. Ali Colam (EA 1996–
2009) achieved a standing ovation for his 
renditions of a few well known poems in song, 
while two current pupils showed virtuoso skill 
on the Uilleann pipes. Colin Innes (EA 1972–86) 
finished the night off in style with an earnest 
and heartfelt vote of thanks. All in all this was a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening made special by 
over a hundred Academicals being in one place. 

A special thanks the Edinburgh Academical 
Club committee and all those involved in 
running such a successful event. 

28 WWW.EDINBURGHACADEMY.ORG.UK



29THE ACADEMICAL / 25(a)

3 September 2017
James Fontana’s Munro Challenge

Ben Lawers

2 November 2017
EAC Pub Quiz

Dining Hall
The Edinburgh Academy Senior School

November 2017
Rector and Director of Development US Visit 

USA

20 December 2017
2017 Leavers’ drinks reception 

Main Hall
The Edinburgh Academy Senior School

22 February 2018
Young Accies Drinks

The Clachan
London

24 March 2018
Edinburgh Academy Pipes & Drums

‘Beef on the Bone’
21st Anniversary Annual Fundraising Dinner

Balmoral Hotel
Edinburgh

28 April 2018
Classes of Reunion 1970–80 

The Edinburgh Academy Senior School & Main Hall

If you’d like to attend any

of the events listed below,

please email

accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk 
or call 0131 624 4958

Upcoming Events
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1960–70RE
UN

IO
N C A L L I N G  T H E  C L A S S E S  O F

Classes of 1960–70s

On 27 August 2016 we welcomed 80 
Academicals and their partners back to the 
Academy for a Classes of 1960–70 reunion. 
Alumni travelled from all around the world 
including Australia, the US, Portugal, Paris and 
London; some were returning to the school for 
the first time in over 50 years!

Reunion plans began in February 2016 
when David Bowen (EA 1953–64) contacted 
the Alumni Office hoping to find his long-lost 
school mates. After weeks of research and help 
from Academicals, we decided to host a reunion 
for the full decade, including teachers and 
housemasters as well as pupils. Word-of-mouth 
spread the news, and soon the excitement for 
the event was gathering momentum. 

The reunion coincided with the official 

opening of the New Field Pavilions. The 
opening had over 400 guests made up of pupils, 
Academy families, reunion attendees and staff. 
Speeches on the new facilities were given 
by the Rector, Marco Longmore, and Senior 
School pupils. Guests heard how the Pavilion 
had been completely refurbished. The School 
had recognised the importance of maintaining 
the exterior façade, and look of the building but 
need to modernise making the building fit for 
purpose with new 8 self-contained changing 
rooms with toilets and showers in each. The 
Pavilion also boasts new catering facilities. 
Reunion guests enjoyed watching pupils’ 
sporting activities and Division games, taking 
part in fun activities that included a bouncy 
castle for Academy families, and refreshments 
from food and drink stalls.

After New Field, Academicals had tours 
of the archive back at Henderson Row, with 
exhibits from 1960–70s compiled by EA Hon. 
Archivist, Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70). EA’s 
own Chairman, Mike Gregson (EA 1960–70), 
featured in photographs of the exhibition! 
The display of photographs provided an 
opportunity for Academicals to identify their 
friends and classmates.

After tours of the Archive, current pupils 
took Alumni on tours of the School; they were 
fascinated to hear from Academicals what their 
School used to be like. Guests were then piped 
by a current pupil into the Main Hall for the 

reunion dinner, which was well-attended with 
representation from every year of the decade. 
After the welcome drinks reception, where 
current pupils performed a musical clarinet trio 
with their teacher, the Rector, outlined the huge 
transformation in the over the past 50 years.

A slide show from the decade, compiled by 

Andrew McMillan, played during the evening. 
There was a vote of thanks from Ronnie Sloan 
(EA 1946–60) and an impromptu thanks from 
Stuart Allison (EA 1956–67).

A table comprised of Academicals from 
Jeffrey House took to the stage at the end of 
the evening for a group photograph, carrying 
on the celebrations in the New Town after the 
reunion had finished!

If you would like to hold a reunion please 
do get in touch with us at 0131 624 4958 or
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

David Bowen and EA Chairman, Mike Gregson

Peter and Jill Wilmshurst and Colin and Patricia Evans Jeffrey House boys

David Munro
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1960–70 reunion welcome drinks

Rob Cowie and David Patterson

Charles Campbell and Thomas Torrance

Bruce Kerr and Douglas Bain

Robert Hugh Campbell and Jim Allan

 Peter Cochrane

Hamish and Peter Kilgour
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For more information contact us on 0131 624 4919 or enterprises@edinburghacademy.org.uk

A  V E N U E  W I T H  D I S T I N C T I O N

We offer a wide range of affordable, 

flexible event spaces, ranging from 

our historic Main Hall to our excellent 

Performing Arts Centre.

›  W ED DIN G S

›  R EU NIO N S

›  CEILID H S

›  DIN N ER S

›  REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE SPACE



TO ORDER PLEASE CONTACT 
ENTERPRISES ON:

0131 624 4919 OR 
ENTERPRISES@
EDINBURGHACADEMY.ORG.UK

THE SCHOOL HAS A SELECT 
RANGE OF MERCHANDISE 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT. THEY MAKE  
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR  
ANY ACADEMICAL OR 
FRIEND OF THE ACADEMY.

1. ACADEMY BEAR – £7.00 
Loveable, soft teddy bear in a knitted 
EA jumper.

2. ALWAYS EXCEL BOXERS – £5.00 ea. 
Sizes: S (28–30), M (32–34), L (36–38) 
and XL (40–42)  Can also be worn as 
pyjama shorts for girls.

3. UMBRELLA – £25.00 
Our most popular item, must be the 
weather!

4. Charm Bracelet – £100.00 
(£45.00 charm only) 
Sterling silver bracelet and 
hallmarked EA charm.

5.	 Cufflinks	–	£100.00	per	pair 
Sterling silver, hallmarked solid bar 
cufflinks. Limited Edition Run – only 
25 pairs produced.

6. 8GB USB Flash Drive – £6.00 
Twisting the top of the product 
reveals the USB connector.

7. Pen with Stylus – £1.50 
Branded blue ballpen with metal 
clip and touch tip for use with smart 
devices.

8. Wristband – £4.00 per pair 
100% terry cotton wrist sweatband.

9. PRO PATRIA MORI, The Edinburgh 
Academy at War 1914–18 – £20.00 
By Sarah Heintze.  A chronicle of 
Academicals lost in the Great War.

10. Academy Lore – £19.50  
By David Standley. The story and 
traditions of the Edinburgh Academy.

11. Nine Valiant Academicals – £6.50 
By Alasdair (A.D.) Macintyre. The story 
of nine valiant Academicals awarded 
the Victoria Cross for gallantry. 

2 3

4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11

1
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Since the last bulletin on the Academy 
Archive (The Academical Issue 23, 2014) 
there is much to report. With the 

completion of the extensive roofing work of 
the Mills Suite, the Archive attic rooms are once 
again accessible (and fully watertight!). Over the 
past couple of years, progress has been made 
in sorting out and cataloguing the archive and I 
am pleased to record that we have been able to 
answer many enquiries related to the school and 
to Academicals.

There have been a number of recent 
acquisitions and we are very grateful to donors 
of photographs, documents and books. We 
acknowledge the donation of Bruce Stenhouse’s 
extensive library of books, a legacy of Bruce’s 
widow Jean who died in 2015. Bruce attended 
the Academy from 1920–30, was secretary of 
the Academical Cricket Club (1933–38) and the 
Academical Football Club (1946–47) and was 
Secretary of the Academical Club (1946–65). 
He was appointed the Academy’s first Registrar 
from 1950, a post he held until retirement in 
1976. The library collection consists of a wide-
ranging collection of books on history (general, 
Scottish and military), sport, architecture, natural 
history, poetry and fiction. Many volumes make 

reference to or were written by Academicals. As 
Archive library space is limited, we have taken 
the decision to sell a proportion of the books 
to raise modest funds for archive curation 
materials (e.g. acid-free storage boxes), and the 
first opportunity to do this was at this year’s Big 
Picnic in June 2016.

The Archive has proved a valuable source of 
information for several projects. Most notably, 
photographs and other documents together 
with obituaries in the Chronicles were used in 
the publication Pro Patria Mori – The Edinburgh 

Academy at War 1914–18. Beautifully designed by 
Polly Prosser, this book was prepared by Squadron 
leader Sarah Heintze working with a team of 
Academicals, and was launched in November 
2015. Copies, priced at £20, are available from 
the Development Department. Most recently, in 
August 2016, photographs from the Archive from 
the 1960s and 70s provided the backdrop for an 
Academical Reunion. These enjoyable occasions 
often provide an opportunity to identify persons 
in unannotated photographs, thus enhancing 
the Archive for future generations. The Archive 
has also provided the information needed for 
the new display boards of captains of various 
sports in the refurbished New Field Pavilion.

Day to day enquiries arrive usually by email on a 
variety of topics. Some come from Academicals 
and others interested in ancestors who attended 
the school. Sometimes we receive enquiries from 
people who were convinced that their relative 
was an Academical, only to be disappointed that 
the Registers, which record enrolments going 
back to the foundation of the school in 1824, do 
not list the person they are researching! In the past 
couple of years there have been many interesting 
enquiries, ranging from one about the Skinner 

Stuart Guild and Andrew McMillan

The Edinburgh Academy Archive
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brothers of the 1820s, whose father was Col. 
James Skinner, founder of Skinner’s Horse (one of 
the senior-most cavalry regiments of the Indian 
Army), to that from a distant relative of Herbert 
Fortesque Lawford (EA 1868) who became 
Wimbledon Champion in 1887. Other enquiries 
relate to biographical research. For example, 
the Archive has provided material for a new 
biography of Archibald Campbell Tait (EA 1824–27, 
Dux) who in 1869 became the first Scotsman to 
hold the post of Archbishop of Canterbury.

Visitors to the Archive are always welcome. 
Recently we were pleased to meet Mr Stuart 
Guild (EA 1930–39) who presented the Archive 
with the Mitchell Medal for Mathematics 
in the Vths Classes for 1905 awarded to his 
father William (EA 1896–1907). Incidentally 
we discovered that Stuart’s uncle David (EA 
1891–1902) was also awarded this prize in 1899. 
I believe it is important that pupils and teachers 
at school are made aware of the Archive – many 
do not know of its existence. One innovation 
in 2014 was to invite members of the Seventh’s 
classes on tours of the Archive. This generated 
an enthusiastic response and I hope to be able 
to offer similar tours in future.

The Archive has very limited budget so we are 
especially pleased to acknowledge the donation 
‘in kind’ from the National Museums of Scotland 
of four modern display cases which were surplus 
to requirements following a recent temporary 
exhibition at Chambers Street. These have been put  
to good use in the Mills Suite and in the Rector’s  
Visitors Reception room. We record a big thank you  
to Jane Clark, a museum employee and Academy 
parent for arranging this generous donation.

Another development has been the 
establishment of a Scottish Schools Archivists’ 
Group. Archivists, librarians and others who look 
after their school’s archive are now able to meet 
from time to time to discuss matters connected 
with the preservation and cataloguing of items, 
and recent meetings have focussed on issues of 
digitization of archives and copyright, learning 
from invited professionals. Most of the group’s 
members are not professional archivists so it 
is good to have a forum at which we can learn 
from others about best archival practice.

For the Archive to continue to develop I am 
always looking for volunteers who might be 
able to come in to school from time to time to 
help. People knowledgeable about the school’s 

history or their time at school will always be very 
welcome. I should like to place on record my 
gratitude to two Academical volunteers who sadly 
have passed away in recent months: Cameron 
Cochrane (EA 1943–52) who died in December 
2015 and Hugh Young (EA 1945–54) who died 
in September 2016. Their encouragement and 
assistance in the Archive was invaluable.

If you would like to know more about the 
Archive or think you may have material which 
would be of interest to the Archive please 
contact Andrew McMillan, either directly email: 
archives @edinburghacademy.org.uk

Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70)
Honorary Archivist,
The Edinburgh Academy
archives@edinburghacademy.org.uk
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EMINENT ACADEMICALS

Lord Blanesburgh, Sir Robert Younger 

(EA 1875–79) A BRILLIANT AND INFLUENTIAL ACADEMICAL 

No fewer than five Younger brothers, sons of 
James Younger of Alloa (head of the brewing firm 
George Younger & Son) attended the Academy 
during period of fifteen years between1864–79. 
The eldest son George Younger (Viscount 
Younger of Leckie, 1851–1929) and (EA 1864–67) 
combined the career of politician with that of a 
successful brewer. In turn brothers John McEwan 
(EA 1865–67, d. 1867) James (EA 1869–74, d. 
1946), and William (EA 1871–75, d. 1925) attended 
the School.

The youngest brother, Robert Younger, Lord 
Blanesburgh of Alloa (1861–1946) (EA 1875–79) 
was a bright scholar and sportsman. Awarded 
the Mitchell Medal for Mathematics, he was Dux 
of the Sixth Class in 1878. He then became Dux of 
the School distinguishing himself in Mathematics 
(Gloag medallist) and Classics in 1879. That year 
he played for the Football XV, the first year teams 
were reduced to 15 from 20 players.

Little is known of his schooldays apart from 
his academic and sporting achievements but 
he and his classmates clearly appreciated their 
education here because some years later they 
presented a beautiful rose-water plate (a work of 

In 1999, Bill Stirling published 175 Accies. Our 
Academical community has not been idle since 
then and we would like to hear from you.

Help us identify 200* eminent 
Academicals – there will be many 
more, but let’s make a start!

1. Who would you name the most influential 
Academical of all time, and why?

the noted Arts & Crafts and Art Deco silversmith 
and goldsmith H G Murphy, 1884–1939), on 
which a Latin inscription translates as: “The 
alumni of the class 1872–79, remembering the 
Academy, have gratefully given [this] to their 
teachers.” The plate also depicts Homer’s head 
and the early motto of the Academy (chosen by 
the first Rector, John Williams) “Education is the 
mother of both virtue and wisdom.” There is little 
doubt that this generous gift was commissioned 
by Lord Blanesburgh as he was well known as 
a patron of the arts. He was Fellow and vice-
president of the Royal College of Music, and 
an honorary member of the Royal Society of 
Painters in Water-Colours.

Lord Blanesburgh served as President of the 
Academical Club from 1939 until his death in 
1946. Curiously, there is no personal obituary in 
the Academy Chronicle for October 1946 (or in 
subsequent editions), only a notice of his death 
and an obituary extracted from The Scotsman 
newspaper, part of which is reproduced here:

“Robert Younger was educated at Alloa and 
Edinburgh Academies, and at Balliol College, 
Oxford. Called to the English Bar in 1884, his 

2. Which Academical, alive or dead, has 
had most impression on you, on your life 
generally, or particularly in your career? 
This can be an alumnus of the EA or a 
former or current member of staff.

3. Write a maximum of 300 words in each 
category and send by Email 
development@edinburghacademy.org.uk 
 
Or by post, letter or postcard 
The Development Department 
The Edinburgh Academy 
42 Henderson Row 
Edinburgh EH3 5BL

brilliant professional achievements brought 
him many honours. Appointed Queen's 
Counsel in 1900, a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn in 
1915, he became a Lord Justice of Appeal and a 
member of the Privy Council in 1919, and a Lord 
of Appeal in Ordinary in 1923.

 
Lord Blanesburgh's trained judgment and legal 
learning were at the service of his country 
not only on the Bench but also in other 
departments of public life. A member of many 
Government Committees, he was Chairman of 
a Royal Commission on CoaI Subsidence, and of 
a committee on unemployment insurance, and 
from 1925–30 he was princip on the Reparation 
Commission at Paris.”

It concludes: “Lord Blanesburgh was knighted 
in 1915, and created a Peer for life in 1923. 
Edinburgh University honoured him with the 
Degree of LL.D. at the close of the First World 
War, and when St Andrews conferred on him the 
same honour, he was described as 'the arbiter 
whose balanced decisions have composed the 
differences of peace, and the publicist who has 
applied unsparingly his great gifts of mind to 
heal the ravages of war.’”

Submissions will be received until 30 
September 2017. The writer(s) of the 
most impressive encomium in each 
category will receive a rather special 
bottle of single malt, with our thanks 
and complements and the promise 
of publication on the EA website and 
in the next edition of The Academical.

*Subjects in 175 Accies not excluded.

2024 IS NOT FAR AWAY. THE BICENTENARY OF THE EDINBURGH ACADEMY IS CLOSER THAN WE THINK AND HERE IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT WE ARE ALREADY THINKING AHEAD. CERTAINLY ON A WEEKLY, IF NOT DAILY BASIS, WE DISCOVER 
ACADEMICAL SUCCESSES AND OUR APPETITES ARE NOW WHET TED. AN ENQUIRY INTO THE OFFICE HAS RESULTED IN OUR 
RESEARCHING LORD BLANESBOROUGH, EAC PRESIDENT AND PRIVY COUNCILLOR. ARCHIVIST, ANDREW MCMILLAN’S GLIMPSE 
INTO HIS LIFE FOLLOWS.

C O M P E T I T I O N
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Join now at
www.academicalsconnect.com

Academicals Connect
We invite you to join the official networking platform for Alumni of the Edinburgh Academy.

ind all of the information you need on being 
an Academical of the Edinburgh Academy at 
www.edinburghacademy.org.uk/Academicals

F
Upcoming EventsAcademical Club NewsThe Academical Magazine Notable Alumni…and more.

• Re-connect – Find and 

reminisce with classmates, 

see what they have been 

up to and stay in touch.

• Give back – Introduce, 

employ and be a mentor to 

our graduating students.

• Expand – Leverage your 

professional network to get 

introduced to people you 

should know.

• Get ahead – Advance 

your career through inside 

connections working in top 

companies and access to 

exclusive opportunities.

Academicals Connect 
enables you to:

You can sign up in less than two minutes 
by importing your Linkedin or Facebook 
profile or by using your email address.

Introducing
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StaffAcademical
New Academicals

Mrs Belinda Appleson
Head of Girls’ Sport

Mrs Fiona Constable
Support for Learning

Mrs Elizabeth Calder
Nursery

Mrs Jennifer Cutress
English Teacher

Mrs Alyson Harris
Early Birds/FSL

Mr Mark Hughes
RMPS Teacher

Mrs Lorna Htet-Khin
Deputy Head Teacher

Mrs Gillian McCluskey
ASC Assistant

Miss Oyetutu Osifodunrin
Teacher

Mr Daniel Stewart
Computing Teacher

Mrs Fran Preston
Languages Teacher

Miss Frances Wright
ASC Teacher
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After 5 years’ service, we welcome 
Academy staff into the Academical 
Club. We caught up with some of our 
Academical staff and asked them to 
share some of their happiest memories 
during their time with the School.

Holly Kincade (EA Staff 2010– )
Head of Chemistry
One of my favourite 
memories of my time 
at the EA is oddly the 
day that I came to the 
school for the first time 
to be interviewed. 
Whilst I expected the  
day to be filled with 
nerves and angst, it wasn’t.  
As I walked through the gates of the school I 
remember seeing the friendly, welcoming faces 
of students and teachers and feeling a sense 
of belonging. Luckily, my first impressions of 
the school were correct, and I continue to be 
impressed on a daily basis with how supportive 
the staff are, and how polite the students can be 
(I will never tire of pupils thanking me at the end 
of every lesson!). The community atmosphere at 
the Academy is very special and has been one of 
the many reasons why I love teaching here.

Ruth Strudwick (EA Staff 2003– )
Maths Department
I remember my very first visit  
to EA when I was being 
interviewed for the 
maths job. I met Simon 
Mair and I remember 
thinking how he 
really made me feel 
welcome. As I hadn’t 
been appointed there was  
a good chance he would never meet me again, 
yet he stopped and spoke to me and answered 
my questions. By the time I had spent a year on 
the staff I had had great conversations with all of 
the common room members – they were such a 
friendly bunch!

Doug Holmes (EA Staff 2010– )
English Department
If I’m being entirely honest,  
I don’t think my best 
memories of EA are 
the events one might 
initially think of – an 
Exhibition, a concert 
or a drama production 
– although I have happy  
memories of all three of 
these and more. What do immediately come to 
mind, however, are the smaller moments: acting 
out scenes from plays on Donaldson’s lawn, 
particularly during the autumn or summer terms 
when the trees look so beautiful; knowing that 
a great discussion on a classic text in Advanced 
Higher English is informing me as much as it is 
the pupils; the Edinburgh skyline at sunset on 
a winter’s afternoon up at New Field. Moments 
like this remind me how lucky I am, and that’s 
something I think all Academicals should feel. 

Jo Evans (EA Staff 2006– )
Junior School
One of my favourite 
memories to date is 
seeing the children 
completing their Duke 
of Edinburgh exped- 
itions. Watching them 
cross the finish line (so 
to speak) gives a real sense 
of team work and collaboration between both 
pupils and staff.

John Meadows (EA Staff 1988– )
Head of English
John Meadow‘s length of 
service at EA spans 28 
years, we asked him for 
a few of his favourite 
memories since joining 
us in 1988.

Graeme Trotter's marvellous 
staff plays and in particular his first, The Happiest 
Days of Your Life in 1991 which involved George 
Harris, Gill Arbuthnot, David Standley, Jackie 
Marsh, Albert Steg and many others as well 
as myself in a stage re-run of the classic black 
and white film starring Alistair Sim. I remember 
playing the Vicar with Jackie as my wife and Gill 
as my daughter and finding it difficult to contain 
my laughter back stage as George Harris stole the 
show as the Headmaster with his marvellously 
timed exclamations of horror.

The heyday of the Fourths’ Drama Competition 
which was brought to a halt with the advent of 
GCSE Controlled Assessments and increased 
coursework for SQA. That was always a stunning 
success with pupils, staff and parents – and what 
many pupils I have run into over the years have 
remembered best.

The Blues Brothers Concert in the Watt Room 
in about 1998. Tim Fulger, Head of Geography, 
brought together a band including staff and 
pupils which played all the great songs from the 
film as well as others. I played a small part in that, 
accompanying on the harmonica to a few of the 
tracks. It was a sell-out and raised a great deal 
for charity.

John Simpson from the BBC coming to address 
a special school assembly. That was a gripping 
assessment of modern affairs and included the 
memorable assertion that 'One thing I know is 
that Evil exists and that I have seen its face...' Or 
words to that effect.

Staff Memories
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Gill Arbuthnott
(EA Staff 1983–2016)
By Alistair MacPherson

So here goes; it is 1983, petrol is £1.25 a gallon 
(that’s 5L), Mrs Thatcher has won a landslide 
victory in the General Election and you have 
just bought your first CD (maybe Space Oddity 
Gill?) before making that first ever call on the 
mobile phones that have just gone on sale. You 
might talk about the Brinks Mat robbery, the US 
invasion of Grenada, the new TV series called 
Blockbusters or the release of the films Local 
Hero and Flashdance. Or you could mention that 
there is a new biology teacher at the Edinburgh 
Academy called Gill Arbuthnott.

First, some facts; Gill is Edinburgh through 
and through. She was born here, and was 
educated at James Gillespie’s High School and 
went on to St Andrews University to take a 
degree in Zoology, before teacher training in 
Dundee. After 2 years in Southampton as a PhD 
student, Gill decided research was not for her 
and returned to the city of her birth and became 
a biology teacher, joining EA as maternity cover. 
She never left. The Rector was Laurence Ellis 
who obviously saw the potential of Gill. She 
then served under John Rees, John Light and of 
course Marco Longmore. She has survived four 
Rectors and three Heads of Department.

Gill soon made a mark in the biology 
department and beyond, taking part in a wide 
range of events in the EA communal social life. 
She found time to appear in staff plays, first 
playing JRM’s daughter in the very first staff play 
in 1990. She stage managed others and was part 
of PNC’s Pied Piper production that was up for 
an award. Gill is also an enthusiastic hymn singer. 

I first met Gill in 2002 when I arrived for 

interview for Head of Biology. I also discovered 
our common Edinburgh background and love 
of SciFi and Natural History. She seemed very 
pleasant and Tony Cook told me how good a 
teacher she was. I soon discovered how right 
he was. In the lessons I saw, Gill showed she was 
one of those teachers who opened windows 
into learning rather than closing doors. 

 Her rapport with her pupils was great 
and she managed to engage some of the most 
recalcitrant pupils, dragging them up from failing 
in prelims to pass, sometimes spectacularly pass, 
exams just a few weeks later.

In the many field trips we have been on in 
the last thirteen years to the Yellowcraigs, the 
Zoo, Kindrogan and particularly Blair House, Gill 
showed a tremendous grasp of Natural History 
which she communicated to the pupils with 
enthusiasm, whether it was making reed lights, 
investigating stonefly larvae or best of all ticking 
off Pine Martens as a first encounter very recently. 
The joy she displayed in all of these settings was 
infectious and I am sure many pupils got their 
appreciation of the natural world from these 
field trips.

One of her least favourite topics has been 
IT. Some of the choice language I cannot repeat, 
but safe to say, Gill has found some of the new 
electronic initiatives trying. Nevertheless she 
persevered and I have seen her use of iPads with 
younger pupils demonstrate how the devices 
can be integrated in a sensible and effective 
way not just using the bells and whistles. It is 
interesting that Microsoft Word was launched in 
the very first year she joined EA!

As an educator who was always keen to get 
young people to discover their own voice it was 
perhaps not unusual that Gill would become 
involved in the Speaker’s Dinner and for those 
who remember it the Powerpoint suppers as well.

Rebecca Bao
(EA Intern 2015–16)
By Youssouf Kassime 

Rebecca Bao started at the Academy in 
September 2015 as the first Mandarin teaching 
assistant in Academy history. Thanks to a 
scheme organised in partnership with the British 
Council, which promotes Mandarin across the 
globe, Rebecca became a valuable member 
of the department and she contributed to the 

development of Mandarin in both Senior and 

Junior schools. She settled really quickly at the 

Academy and her enthusiasm and hard work 

was appreciated by students and teachers alike.

Paul Bertolotto
(EA Staff 2004–16)
By Gavin Calder

Paul Bertolotto filled several posts in his time 

at the Edinburgh Academy, having arrived, 

fresh-faced, as a fully-registered teacher after 

completing his probationary year at Fox Covert 

RC Primary School in 2004. 

Under Caroline Bashford’s headship, he took 

on responsibility for curricular development 

and the implementation of the Curriculum for 

Excellence, in an Academy context, and was also 

appointed to the role of ICT coordinator.

Paul’s enthusiasm for the theory of education 

took him to Moray House in 2007 where he was 

seconded as a Teaching Fellow and Lecturer. 

His love of teaching coupled with theoretical 

knowledge meant that his experience at Moray 

House was passed on to many of the Interns who 

came to us prior to applying for Teacher Training.

Staff Valete
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Subsequent to his time at Moray House, Paul 
successfully completed the Accreditation of Prior 
Learning route to becoming a Chartered Teacher 
and he was awarded with official Chartered 
Teacher Status in June 2013.

In 2009 Paul was appointed to the role of 
Head of Upper Primary, the post he held when 
I entered the school in 2011.

Along with the newly appointed Head of 
Transition Years, Charles Cooke, Paul played a big 
part in enhancing the ‘Geits experience’, making 
it a far cry from what it was in 2011.

Outside of the classroom Paul was a very 
competitive sportsman and many children 
gained hugely from his passion for chess, though 
fewer shared his love of Heart of Midlothian 
Football Club.

Paul leaves us for his first Headship at Albyn 
School in Aberdeen. He takes with him many 
memories and the knowledge that a new group 
of children will soon get to know about the ‘G.O.’ 
word and ‘the sound of success’. 

As Paul’s second Headteacher at the Junior 
School, I am grateful for all the enthusiasm 
he brought to his post and I am sure that all 
members of the Academy family will join me in 
wishing him, Gemma, and his recently born son 
Stefano, every success in the future.

Rory Bredin
(EA 2001–08), (EA Intern 2015–16)
By Mike Allingham

Rory worked at the Edinburgh Academy doing 
two years as a gap year student followed by 
three years coaching rugby and cricket as an 
external coach, whilst pursuing his studies at 
Telford College. Last year he completed his PGCE 
qualification from University of Buckingham 
as a distance learning course. Rory has made a 

real impact over his time at EA; he has been an 
excellent coach and teacher, who has inspired 
many a pupil. We wish him well in his move to 
Fettes.

Colleen Chan
(EA Staff 2001–16)
By Lesley Paterson

Colleen joined the Early Years Department 
fifteen years ago, initially helping us out with a 
maternity cover. Over the next few years, Colleen 
became a full-time member of staff, teaching 
in all areas of the school proving herself to be 
adaptable, flexible and very much a team player. 

During her time at school we celebrated 
her marriage to David and the birth of her two 
children Aidan and Esme. Having had Aidan, she 
decided to return to work part-time, and it was 
not long before she was not only class teaching, 
but assisting in the Support for Learning 
Department as an ESL teacher. After the birth 
of her daughter Esme, Colleen returned to work 
full-time in her favourite area of the school, 
Primary One. 

It is with much sadness – but also joy – that 
we wish Colleen a fond farewell, as she moves 
overseas to take up a teaching position in Hong 
Kong. This is a short term move and we are 
looking forward welcoming Colleen and her 
family back to school in two years’ time. 

Jenny Coutts
(EA Staff 2000–16)
By Holly Kincade

It is not an easy task to say farewell to Jenny, 
mostly because I do not feel that words can 
adequately describe how much Jenny meant to 

the chemistry department, or how great a loss 
we will feel with her leaving the school.

John Q Adams said, “If your actions inspire 
others to dream more, learn more, do more and 
become more, you are a leader.” This quote to 
me epitomises Jenny’s impact on everyone she 
came into contact with, be that students or 
colleagues.

Having taught at the Academy for 16 years 
she has deservedly earned her reputation as a 
greatly knowledgeable teacher who engaged 
her classes with humour, tact and understanding. 
Despite her petite frame sometimes making it 
difficult to find her in a sea of students, she ruled 
her classroom with a controlled firmness that 
offered her great respect with her students and 
colleagues. 

As a Head of Department Jenny was second 
to none. She was hugely generous in sharing 
her skills, knowledge and experience with us 
all, and had an amazing ability of making us 
all feel valued. Unfortunately, when digging 
for funny or embarrassing stories to include, it 
became evident that Jenny is far too intelligent 
and graceful to ever find herself as the butt of 
a joke (unlike the rest of us in the department). 
In fact it became very clear when speaking to 
colleagues that no one has a negative word to 
say about her, which after 16 years in a place is 
quite impressive. 

On a personal note, Jenny has been the 
perfect role model for a young teacher starting 
out in her career at the Academy. She is a great 
example of how to be a teacher, leader and a 
friend who was always there to listen and help 
on both a professional and personal level. 

She will also be a huge loss to the school. 
Despite managing to dodge having to do an 
assembly for 16 years…she threw herself into a 
range of activities such as coaching badminton, 
leading the charities committee with Jackie 



Marsh, helping with table tennis club, setting 
up Young Enterprise and also spending some 
time upping the oestrogen levels in the physics 
department. She has given up her time to help 
on school trips such as to CERN, and I recently 
discovered just how committed she was to 
developing well rounded students by even 
offering to start up a cheerleading activity at the 
school (which she will kill me for divulging)!

Jenny will obviously be an even greater loss to 
our department. We will miss her giggle, hearing 
her little footsteps sprinting up the corridor to get 
another emergency cup of tea, but mostly we 
will miss having her to talk to. She really is one of 
life's special people. Despite fighting a thousand 
battles she is still standing with strength, courage 
and dignity. It really has been an honour to work 
with her and learn from her.

Fran Dorward
(EA Staff 2015–16)
By Youssouf Kassime 

Fran Dorward has been a fantastic teacher of 
Spanish in the short time she spent with us. 
She brought with her a vast knowledge of 
the Spanish language (such as the nuanced 
differences between European and South 
American Spanish) but also her expertise of the 
intricacies of the Scottish exam specifications. 
Fran worked with us on a part-time basis, 
however her intelligence, coupled with her 
generous nature, have made a lasting impression 
on the Modern Languages Department, and she 
will be sorely missed.

Bev Fawden 
(EA Staff 2008–16) 
By Charles Brookman

Beverley Jane Fawdon has been here, on-
and-off, for about 8 years. We’ve already said 

goodbye to her once! Bev has been such a safe 
pair of hands in the department, always ready to 
throw common sense into discussions.

She took on, and quickly made her own, the 
specialised Additional Maths teaching to our 
top set 5ths. This is where her commitment to 
teaching shines through the most, and all our A1 
pupils at Higher have done so off the back of the 
foundations she laid down in 5.1. The Add Maths 
results speak for themselves (although not in 
2010 when the entire class were entered for the 
wrong exam – nothing to do with Bev, I hasten 
to add!).

A pupil of 4.1 once asked who he’d get in 5.1. 
When told it’d be Mrs Fawdon, he thought for a 
second, sighed a sigh of relief, and then simply 
said “oh – that’s all right then”. Actually, I’ve never 
heard of a negative or critical comment from 
ANY pupil!

Due to her approachable nature, she’s 
always highly sought-out by pupils in the run-
up to tests and exams, and as such has always 
keenly volunteered to help staff our drop-in 
lunchtime sessions.

And, despite being part-time, she was more 
than happy to take on the after-school Higher 
revision sessions one year when there was a 
clash, such is her passion for finding that extra 
little bit of time to help pupils.

Of course Bev has been a consistent 
presence in Girls’ Hockey over the years, and 
a very important role that has been since we 
went co-ed. It’s lovely to see her talk about her 
“Hockey Girls” in the context of Maths lessons 
and the extra empathy that comes from seeing 
this extra side of some more challenging pupils. 
From fellow countrywoman Fran Coleman: 
“Many happy memories of laughter on buses on 
away hockey trips with Bev. Always a smile for 
all the girls who definitely seem to see her as a 
mummy figure, myself included!”

At the Maths Dept leaving do Bev couldn’t 
just go out for a couple of drinks. Oh no. We did 
the full “Get Me Out Of Here” experience which 

was amazing. The only condition was that she 
and her husband Mark had to be on different 
teams. They’re very competitive, and have nearly 
come to blows over who’s going to do this 
week’s Sudoku!

“Bexit”… Bev and Mark have bought a 
property in France to retire to. After the Euro 
Referendum she may not come back at all… But 
she’ll have to, as Fiona’s already pencilled her in 
on the supply list.

Bev, it’s been a pleasure to have worked with 
you these past years. We’ll all miss you lots.

Yuwen Fortune
(EA Staff 2010–16)
By Katharine Haslett and Youssouf Kassime

Yuwen joined the Modern Languages 
department in 2010, adding a fourth language 
to the Academy's bow in the form of Mandarin. 
She may have been diminutive in stature, but 
she was mighty in presence, and extremely 
passionate about her subject. She worked 
tirelessly for her pupils, setting high standards 
and helping them achieve excellent results; while 
this may sound a cliché, it is certainly true of our 
Yuwen. Beyond her classroom, we have all been 
able to experience a bit more of Chinese culture 
through her assemblies and China Day. Who will 
forget the sight of Mrs Birrell, hitching up her 
skirt to join in a game of Chinese shuttlecocks, 
or Dr Macpherson teaching Tai Chi to a group of 
Geits in the yards? Or her fabulous assembly of 
Snow White, recited in a myriad of languages by 
our own pupils that she put together herself in 
celebration of European Day of Languages? 

Mrs Fortune, or Fu Laoshi, as she was known 
by her pupils, was also the weekly bearer of 
another kind of fortune, as she looked after 
the weekly bonus ball sweepstake in the staff 
Lodge every Monday, and it was our fortune to 
have her as a colleague. One important aspect 
of the profession we all learn very quickly in 
teacher training, is that learning the names 



of all the students as quickly as possible is 
essential for good behaviour management and 
positive relations with pupils. Yuwen took this 
a step further. She knew by name every single 
individual working at the Academy, always 
making sure she had a kind word for everyone.

It is tempting to say that Yuwen will leave 
a giant hole behind her in the school – such 
was her importance to us. But this would be 
the wrong choice of words. Because there isn't 
a hole. The hole was before she started at the 
Academy, when there was no Mandarin tuition 
at all. Throughout her time here, she has filled 
the hole, and created a deep and lasting legacy 
which it is now our responsibility to build upon. 

She is a woman of principle, great strength 
and passion and we will miss her greatly. We 
wish her every success in her future as she takes 
up a new post on the west coast at Jordanhill 
School in Glasgow. It seems apt to finish with 
an ancient Chinese proverb, and one which she 
lived by herself: "Teachers open the door. You 
enter by yourself".

Keith Gilroy
(EA Staff 2007–16)
By Nick Armstrong

Keith was a mature entrant to the world of 
teaching, having previously had a long and 
successful career in the Electricity Generation 
business. His formal education had included 
being awarded a BSc at Manchester University 
and a PhD at Cambridge. He joined us at the 
Academy after completing his teacher training 
at Moray House and his probationary year at 
Bathgate Academy. He was not a stranger to 
Henderson Row, however, having previously had 
two sons at the Academy.

Having started his second career, Keith did 
not waste time making an impression on both 
his pupils and his colleagues, with his energy 
and enthusiasm to the fore. He brought an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of Physics to the 

department along with a youthful sense of 
humour, both of which he used to great effect 
in lessons. He also quickly engaged in the 
more varied aspects of the school, including 
the charities committee. This was fortunate for 
this group as two long-standing members of 
staff, who had been helping to run the activity, 
decided that they needed to step down, leaving 
Keith on his own. Never one to shirk a challenge, 
Keith developed the group into a slick and 
efficient money-raising entity. In his time in 
charge, various pupil groups raised over £100,000 
for a variety of charities via fashion shows, talent 
shows and, of course, cake sales. 

Keith also made an impression on the 
pastoral side of the school and for several years 
he was an Assistant Head of Year for the Senior 
Years. This invariably involved guiding many 
applicants through university entry, where he 
had an expertise in Oxbridge applications, as 
well monitoring pupils’ progress through their 
final years at the Academy. This, coupled with his 
work in the careers department, meant that he 
was never stuck for something to do!

I of course valued Keith’s input to the Physics 
department. He taught all year groups up to and 
including ‘A’ level, where his mantra of learn the 
equations should be burned into the minds of all 
he taught. He organised one of the department’s 
biennial trips to CERN (Geneva) and participated 
in many other trips. We will miss his knowledge, 
energy and passion for Physics and we wish him 
well for a long and productive retirement.

Eve McDonald
(EA Staff 2014–15)
By Lesley Boyd

Eve McDonald arrived in the Development 
Department to be our Alumni Relations Officer 
having spent her first year following graduation 
as a CASE (Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education) Graduate Trainee, experiencing 
life in Development & Alumni Offices in 

universities here in Edinburgh and beyond. 
With the benefit of her CASE experience, Eve 
hit the ground running here at EA organising 
meetings and events with our Academicals 
across the UK, answering innumerable queries 
on a daily basis and producing outstanding 
editions of The Academical. Immensely capable, 
with a positive attitude, sunny disposition and 
eagerness to progress, it was no surprise that a 
return to University life beckoned and Eve, with 
our sincere good wishes, moved to Heriot-Watt 
to take on the role of Regular Giving Officer in 
December 2015.

Jack Postlethwaite
(EA intern 2015–16)
By Charles Cooke

Jack Postlethwaite joined the school as a 
Support for Learning (SfL) Intern based in 
the Geits area. He settled in very quickly, but 
it wasn’t perhaps until the spring term that 
we really got to see the best of him. Having 
spent most of his time during the first term in 
classrooms assisting experienced teachers, the 
exam season in term two allowed him to work 
with more autonomy, helping individual pupils, 
reading and scribing their prelim exams. This 
gave him the opportunity to flourish and he was 
able to build up good supportive relationships 
with several senior pupils. From the start, Jack 
was very popular in the Geits area, where he 
always had time for the younger pupils. He was 
an enthusiastic referee of break time activities. 
His nickname of ‘Popo’ could regularly be heard 
on the Geits’ astroturf whenever his enthusiasm 
got the better of him, and he joined in the 
game during his football activity, being an avid 
follower of the sport himself and passionate 
supporter of Newcastle United. Jack was a 
regular at New Field, both after school and at the 
weekend. He helped as a leader on the Seconds’ 
trip to Newcastleton, where his energy and 
enthusiasm was an inspiration to many pupils 
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who were flagging towards the end. He made 
an emotional farewell at the end of the session 
before heading off to Newcastle University to 
train to become a teacher of Biology.

Fran Preston
(EA Staff 2011–16)
By Youssouf Kassime

It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to 
Fran Preston. On her arrival from Manchester five 
years ago, to replace a long-standing member of 
the department, she had rather large shoes to fill. 
However, she very soon had her feet firmly under 
the table, becoming a well-liked and respected 
member of the school community. Throughout 
her time at EA, those who had the privilege to 
work closely with her cannot have failed to 
have felt her warm, caring nature and passion 
for teaching. The very best kind of teacher, she 
always made you feel the most important person 
in the room. Visitors to her classroom would 
often remark that they very much wished they 
could be part of the magical world she created 
there. She always had a twinkle in her eye and 
a friendly smile which would melt anyone’s 
heart. The fact that one of her students called 
her “Mum” on at least three occasions in her final 
term is testament to just how comfortable one 
would feel in her presence.

In the classroom, she was the only member 
of teaching staff to operate in four different 
languages without batting an eyelid; quite a 
feat in itself. Fran taught German to A-level and 
Advanced Higher level (not always an easy task 
for a native speaker) and Spanish to National 5. 
She worked wonders with French in the junior 
years, including a considerable period as a French 
specialist in the Junior School. She helped to 
deliver the English Literacy programme in Geits, 
a daunting prospect for a non-native speaker of 
English. However, I know for a fact that she did a 
fantastic job of this. More recently, she developed 
her skills not only as an Acting Head of German, 

but also as a part-time member of the Support 
for Learning department. The Geits absolutely 
loved working with her; I am led to believe that 
she even made reading fun and the boys are 
now experts in Haribo flavour identification! 

She was an invaluable support as female 
chaperone with the pipe band and CCF Army 
section. She always immersed herself fully in 
the activities, even if they involved capsizing 
in a canoe with CSgt Meikle or marching a 
gruelling 32 miles around Garelochhead in two 
days to aid this year’s group in qualifying for the 
4 Day Marches in Nijmegen. She accompanied 
Chris Turley on the Model United Nations trip to 
Geneva, and her companionship and infectious 
sense of adventure made the experience all 
the richer. I myself had the privilege to travel 
to Berlin with Fran this term, the memories of 
which will stay with me for a long time. I know 
for a fact that she spent many evenings planning 
excursions, events and creating resources to 
enhance the students’ experience. It was clear 
that she wanted them to fully engage with 
the experience, setting them the challenge of 
researching some of the sights, or navigating 
the complex transport system and myriad of 
different ticket options. These skills are vital when 
arriving in another country, and this experience 
will serve the Leavers particularly well, as they 
have plans to travel through several countries by 
rail this summer.

We wish Fran the very best of luck and 
happiness as she returns to Germany to be 
with her husband, Matthew. Au revoir, hasta 
luego, see you soon, auf Wiedersehen, pet! Wir 
vermissen dich schon! 

Sheila Walker 
(EA Staff 2002–16)
By Barbara Robertson

If Sheila had enjoyed her first choice of study – 
Chiropody – what a loss it would have been to the 
lives of those she taught and also to her colleagues!

She had enjoyed a long career in the 

maintained sector before joining EA in 2002. Her 

first four years of teaching were spent happily 

in Peffermill Primary in Craigmiller, where she 

enjoyed taking after school swimming clubs, 

which also involved organising galas at the 

Commonwealth Pool. Sheila remains friends 

with some of the colleagues from these early 

days. She then moved to a very different type 

of school, Dean Park Primary in Balerno, where 

she stayed for 19 years and during which time 

she gave birth to her two children, Laura and 

Alasdair. Whilst there, she was heavily involved 

with after-school skiing at Hillend and had to 

attend many training sessions, including one at 

Lagganlia Centre where she gained her Ski Party 

Leader qualification.

When she moved EA in 2002, we gained 

an experienced and enthusiastic teacher for 

Primary 4. During her years with us, she taught 

Primaries 2, 4 and 5 including two years as a 

job-share teacher. She was a most generous 

colleague with her time and the professional 

support she offered to all. She attended P4 and 

5 Camps and had the honour this year of caring 

for the winning dorm! She also taught French to 

P5 and 6 classes. 

With her enthusiasm for professional 

learning, she was chosen to be part of a small 

group to work with Tony Hurlin on Talk and 

Thought strategies to extend thinking skills and 

an obvious choice to be a member of the Big 

Writing Group.

The last four years of her time at the Academy 

have been spent in Support for Learning. Sheila 

has a natural affinity with children who have a 

difficulty with learning. They always know that 

she cares about them and her carefully planned 

lessons help them to progress and feel positive 

about themselves. 

One of Sheila’s great loves is dancing 

and she even managed to bring this into the 

curriculum, teaching the children a little bit of 

samba when classes were learning about Brazil 

and hot countries. We will miss her dancing at 

school events but hope that she will still be able 

to join us for some of these.

We all wish Sheila a long, healthy and happy 

retirement which she richly deserves. We are 

keeping our fingers crossed that she gets her 

campervan and sets off on many a long trip as 

travelling to new places is another love of hers 

and something she did a lot of in her youth.
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Gillian Wood 
(EA Staff 2005–16)
By Barbara Robertson

Gillian began her teaching career at the Academy 
in August 2005, following her graduation from 
Glasgow University with an MA in Hispanic 
Studies and a PGCE from Moray House. At that 
time, I was Probationer Mentor and Gillian was a 

joy to work with, being able, reflective and with a 

desire to do her very best for her charges. 

During her eleven years at the Academy, 

she married Andrew and gave birth to Maggie 

and Katie. For eight years she worked part time 

and formed very strong partnerships with Sheila 

Walker and, for seven years, with Kirsty MacLean. 

Gillian has commented on being extremely 

lucky to have worked with these two ladies and I 

know they say the same about her. 

Gillian spent nine years in the Early Years and 

her last two years were in Primary 4. Throughout 

this time, she was continually innovative, and 

this was especially prominent in Primary 4 when 

she, along with her colleagues, made two major 

changes to the curriculum which had a profound 

effect on the children’s learning. One of these 

was introducing a study of Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone by JK Rowling. At the year 

group’s visit to the Dominion Cinema to watch 

the film adaptation, the children clapped when 

Harry was placed in Gryffindor, clapped and 

cheered when Gryffindor won their Quidditch 

match, then did both again with some standing 

up when they won the House Cup. Strong 

emotions show deep connection with the text 

being studied. Throughout her time with us she 

ran after school activities in Spanish, in which 

she is a proficient speaker, and her classes always 

involved active learning.

Gillian’s talents spread out to the creative arts 

and she featured in many staff pantos, often as 

the lead, such as Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty! 

She was also in the Staff Review of 2007, singing 

an unforgettable duet with Scott Macdonald. 

She also produced many impressive cakes for 

the raffle at our MacMillan coffee mornings and 

for many a Staff family occasion.

Gillian will be hugely missed for her sense 

of fun, fairness, tenacity, dedication and range 

of abilities. It is now time for her to spread her 

wings, introduce her innovative ideas to George 

Watson’s College and show them how lucky 

they are to have her on their Staff.

We all wish her well.
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Edinburgh 
Academical 
Curling Club
E N D  O F  Y E A R  R E V I E W  2016
By Gordon Wallace (EA 1955–67),  
Honorary Secretary & Treasurer

Things were looking fairly grim at the start of 
the season with Zander Wedderburn (EA 1941–
53), after a heroic come back and a long illness, 
having to hang up his broom along with Colin 
McClung (EA 1970–83). 

But ‘Cometh the hour, cometh the man.’ Sandy 
(Alistair) Young (EA 1943–54) managed to 
recruit his brother *David Young (EA 1943–56) 
and Alex Wilkie (EA 1945–56) to the ranks. Back 

up to strength and with John Patterson (EA 
1954–64) again being an active reserve – it must 
have been an Academical who said “It's not the 
winning but the taking part that counts”?

Results for 2015/2016 season and 
presentation of trophies:
 › League (Salvesen Quaich):  Rink 1 

Sandy Young (skip) Tim Straton (EA 1948–
60), Dick Scott (EA 1947–56), (part season) 
Colin McClung, Zander Wedderburn and 
other friends (David Young & Alex Wilkie)

 › Points: Nick Thomson, Beer Tankard; Euan 
Macfie (EA 1950–58) (14)  

 › Pairs: Zander Wedderburn hand blown glass 
tankards; Tim Straton & Nigel Malcolm–
Smith (1942–54) 
KG IV lost to ‘Sweepers’ in 1st round 
Propped up the FP League (Crabbie Salvers 
not awarded)

Office Bearers for the 2016/17 season:

President, John Lang (EA 1958–66)
Vice President, Dougal Drysdale (EA 1947–58)
Honorary Secretary & Treasurer, Gordon Wallace

We are always looking for new recruits to this 
most laid-back of Curling Clubs!

* Since this report was written, we were very sorry to 
hear that David Young passed away in September 
2016 – we wish his family our condolences.

Edinburgh 
Academical  
Cricket Club
E N D  O F  Y E A R  R E V I E W  2016
By Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003) 
Club Captain

Academicals 1st XI had a winning start 
against Clackmannan CCC, with a stand out 
performance from Charlie Brown, who received 
the distinguished white bottle of Moët Ice. 
Stuart (S.G.) Cosh (EA 1994–2004), secured the 
victory over Heriots with an unbeaten 83. Stuart 
scored a total of 333 runs, and had a knock of 49 
in our win at Loretto.

Captain Andrew Cosh – Division 1’s top run 
scorer last year – fractured his index finger 
during the first T20 cup match of the season. 
Andrew persevered, continuing to open the 

EAC Curling Club Team
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batting and kept wicket, scoring 330 runs and 
taking 14 catches. Cameron De Haan, scored 
a superb century and together with Andrew 
71, made a partnership of 169, as Academicals 
reached 258 runs to defeat Musselburgh. 

Lawrence Mann was Academicals leading 
wicket taker with 16, including 4 for 18 against 
Heriots. Yogesh Khanchi took 11 wickets and 
made 260 runs, scoring a match winning 60 at 
Linlithgow. Nick (N.J.) Keyden (EA 1998–2007) 
took 4 for 21, as the 1st XI triumphed over 
Watsonians. 

The 1st XI maintained a mid-table position 
for the majority of the season. However, a 
regular team was a challenge with 34 players 
earning caps for the 1st XI. Winning 6 out of 
13 matches didn’t reflect the strength of the 
team, and the old saying “cricket, anything can 
happen,” resulted in some shock results in the 
latter stages of the season. Academicals 1st 
XI will look to capitalise on the lessons learnt 
this season, and strive to contend for the 1st 
Division title in 2017.

Academicals 2nd XI, captained by Ankit 
Sehgal, had a highly successful campaign 
and maintained pole position to be crowned 
Division 5 champions. Matt Bulkeley’s top score 
of 84 against Murrayfield was part of a 2nd XI 
record opening partnership of 125, alongside 
David Black. Alex Ramsey (EA 2002–09) took 11 
wickets and scored valuable runs in the final.

A huge thanks to Club President Charlie 
Robertson (EA 1972–85) for his contribution 

both on and off the cricket field. Charlie went 
above and beyond the call of duty, making a 
cameo appearance in the final match, to help 
ensure the 2nd XI gained promotion to Division 
4 – their highest ranking in the club‘s recent 
history. 

This year re-established the historic match 
between Academicals and the school 1st XI. 
Academicals set a solid target, which the school 
managed to reach with a few balls to spare. 
Thanks to Ryan Sales, (EA 2008– ) 1st XI Coach, 

for organising the T20 match that was played 
in great spirit.

Academicals have grown from strength to 
strength this season, with talented cricketers 
including Sam Bell (EA 2005– ), Jamie Miller 
(EA 2005– ) and Harry Featchen (EA 2005– ), 
who are strong prospects for the future. The 
continuation of cricketers from the school to 
the Academicals is a vital part of the club, and 
we warmly encourage players to join to build 
the Alumni network.

Charlie Brown

EAC Cricket Club Team
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Edinburgh 
Academical  
Golf Club
E N D  O F  Y E A R  R E V I E W  2016
By Richard Loudon (EA 1962–75),  
Captain 2014–16

The major success story has been the 
construction and use of the new golf practice 
facility at the back of the school at Henderson 
Row. The facility was funded by contributions 
principally from members of the Academical 
Golf Club along with a contribution from the 
Parents’ Association. The facility is being used 
on a very regular basis by both boys and girls 
and we believe its presence will enhance 
the standing of golf at the school. We have 
continued our annual Captain’s Appeal to help 
fund professional coaching in addition to the 
coaching provided so ably by Miss Hennessy 
and Mr Armstrong.

Activity within the Club has continued 
to increase with good turnouts at all the 
competitions and social matches. All 
results are available on the Club website:  
www.edinburghacciesgolf.com.

On the results front the 2015 Club Championship 
was won by Iain Smith (EA 1970–83). The 
Summer Hole and Hole was won by Johnny 
McGlynn (EA 1978–84). The Winter Foursomes 
was won by Brian Allison (EA 1957–69) and 
Robert Blair (EA 1965–70). The Spring Meeting 
at Muirfield was won by Iain Smith with a 78 and 
the handicap by Richard Summers (EA 1970–

83) with 37 points. The Summer Meeting at 
Bruntsfield Links GS was won by John Lang (EA 
1958–66) with a 77 and the handicap again by 
Richard Summers (EA 1970–83) with 37 points. 
The Autumn Meeting at The Renaissance Club 
was won by Michael Dougal (EA 1962–75) with 
an 82 and the handicap by Andrew Bertram (EA 
1977–90) with 36 points.

New golf practice facility
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The Scottish Wayfarers Weekend at Elie was 
more successful this year with Academicals 
being 2nd out of the 6 schools.

Again the highlight of the year was the trip to 
the Halford Hewitt. We played at Deal winning 
against Brighton in the first round 3.5–1.5, in the 
second round winning against Lancing 3–2 and 
in the third round losing to Rossall 1.5–3.5.

The 2015 Club dinner at Bruntsfield Links Golfing 
Society had a record attendance resulting in an 
excellent evening.

The club continues to thrive with many 
new younger members joining this year. 
The modest annual fee of £35 supports and 
encourages golf at the school and helps to 
fund younger members to play in teams. Under 
30 membership is free. If you would like to 
join or merely make a donation please email 
edinburghacciesgolf@gmail.com.

Edinburgh
Academical 
Football Club
E N D  O F  Y E A R  R E V I E W  2016
By John Wright, Secretary EAFC,  
Chairman Edinburgh BATs Rugby

Being relegated from the Premiership at the 
end of the 2014/15 season took its toll on the 
Club. Premiership clubs took six between 
players them. Along with no access to Scottish 
Rugby pro players, we lost the best part of a XV.

However, it also gave the opportunity for some 
of younger players and regular 2nd XV players 
the previous season to show their ability.

We lost the first two league games, won the 
next three games and then hit a brick wall in 
Dundee. We then changed our coaching set 
up, with Derek O’Riordan taking over as head 
coach, supported by Iain Berthinussen, the 
BATs’ Development Officer.

We won 11 of our remaining games – scoring 
over 180 points in the last four – and lost six, 
three by less than one score, including a close 
Cup game with Premiership side Stirling. We 
were fifth in National 1, winning 13, drawing 
one and losing eight. 

With so many young players stepping up to 
the 1st XV, our 2nd XV suffered and, we were 
relegated from the top level of the Reserve 
Leagues.

The Development XV won seven, drew one 
and lost 10, finishing sixth in their League. There 
were 33 unfulfilled fixtures in their league, 
indicating the struggle many teams are having 
to consistently field reserve teams.

We finished fourth in the Border’s Kings of the 
Sevens tournaments, beating every Border 
side at least once. We were runners-up in two 
tournaments, Berwick and Peebles, and reached 
the semi-finals of Melrose and Jed-Forest.

Our Accies Centre of Excellence (ACE) continues 
to provide the opportunity for 14–18 year 
olds to improve on their skills. It meets on ten 
Mondays in the year and the recent focus has 
been on contact, tackling, handling and speed 
development. 

We are pleased to see a growing number of ex 
Edinburgh Academy students involved at the 
Club. Over the last 12 months we have seen 
Ben Appleson (EA 2009–16) , Rory Bredin (EA 
2001–08) , Kelvin Chen (EA 2003–16), Daniel 
Falkner (EA 2002–11), Kristjan Gamble (EA 2006–
12), Alex Glashan (EA 2000–12), Malcolm Jack 
(EA 2007–15), Paul Loudon (EA 1996–2006), Saul 
Melvin-Farr (EA 2000–15), Angus MacCallum 
(EA 2013–16), David Morrison (EA 2003–16), 
James Munro (EA 1997–2010), James Murray (EA 
1997–2006), Jack Paterson (EA 2002–10), Lawrie 
Seydak (EA 2004–10), Ronan Seydak (EA 2005–
12), Christopher Thomson (EA 1997–2012) and 
Tendai Zulu (EA 2007–11). And for the current 

year our coaching team has been strengthened 
with the addition of Mark Appleson (EA 2009– ).

This new season has started well with us 
winning four of our first five games under a 
new captain, Jamie Sole, who replaces Greg 
Campbell, our captain for the last few seasons.

Our youth rugby at Accie Minis and BATs 
continues to grow with membership increasing 
to over 300. Both teams have had success in 
local tournaments at all age groups and the 
BATs U16s, which included a number of EA 
players, won the Scottish Bowl. The Minis Home 
tournament at Newfield was a tremendous 
success on the field.

Keep in touch with Accies:

Web: www.edinburghaccies.com
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EdinburghAccies
Twitter: @EdinburghAccies
Minis/BATs: 
www.facebook.com/groups/batsrugbyclub/
Raeburn Place Foundation: 
www.raeburnplacefoundation.org

Accies Minis and BATs

Edinburgh Academy Football Club and Edinburgh BATs Rugby
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1930–1940
Lieutenant Colonel Stuart (S.A.) Guild (EA 
1930–39) was awarded The Royal Artillery Medal 
2016 for outstanding service to the Regiment.

The Medal was presented to him following the 
Royal Salute on the occasion of Her Majesty's 
Official Birthday at Edinburgh Castle on 17th 
June 2017 by Colonel R Collinge OBE ADC 
Regimental Colonel Royal Regiment of Artillery. 
A framed citation was later presented at a lunch 
the same day by Councillor Frank Ross The 
Right Honourable Lord Provost of the City of 
Edinburgh.

1960–1970
Simon (S.V.) Hunt (EA 1957–63) has made his 
career as a jobbing don at Oxford University. 
He was medical and biomedical tutor and 
Fellow at Keble College from 1974 to 2012, 
and University Lecturer in Immunology. In his 
first year of retirement he thought it high time 
to learn to teach better, so he studied for the 
University's Diploma in Teaching and Learning 
in Higher Education. His extended essay was 
about the teaching of Critical Appraisal to 
undergraduates, in which his interest rose 
as the later stages of his career progressed. 
He continues to live in North Oxford where 
he pedals hard as Chair of Cyclox, the local 
advocacy group for cycling. When he can, he 
loves to join the annual hillwalking exertion by 

the "Bothy Boys" in some secluded highland 
eyrie, over the Victoria weekend. This group is 
ably led by Niall Campbell (EA 1946–59), and 
its general wit and mirth is greatly afforced by 
up to three Kerrs: Andrew (EA 1946–58); Robin 
(EA 1949–62); Bruce (EA 1951–64). The cement 
of friendships first established at school is very 
durable. Having re-married last year, Simon 
finds the return path of the boomerang flight 
that is Life to be especially enjoyable.

Report from David (D.W.) Paterson (EA 1960–64):

On Saturday 24 September 2016, the Scottish 
Blind Golf team left Edinburgh Waverly to travel 
to Wallasey Golf Club in Liverpool. Each of the 
thirteen players travelled with their guides to 
play in the 30th Blind Golf International against 
the combined English and Welsh blind golf 
team for the Auld Enemy Cup.

After a challenging qualification process, David 
Paterson was delighted to be part of the team 
representing Scotland for the seventh year in a 
row. It was on this journey that David met Ken 
Hannah (EA 1962–71) (who acted as guide for 
Darren Healy) and discovered their Edinburgh 
Academy connection. Ken had also been part 
of the Edinburgh Academical team that had 
won at Deal Golf Club.

Over the last 30 years the Scottish Blind Golf 
Team had won thirteen games and drawn four, 
but England had won for the last 3 years and 
were keen to level the series.

For the first two days of the competition 
Scotland gained eleven out of twelve points 
and despite a valiant come back on the last day 
by England, it was David Paterson who won the 
point that ensured the Scottish Teams victory. 
Final score Scotland 16.5 and England 7.5 points.

1970–1980
Fraser (F.A.) Campbell (EA 1959–72) completed 
the 282 Munros on 4 June 2016 with an ascent 
of Bla Bheinn (Blaven) on the Isle of Skye. He 

had climbed his first Munro (Ben Nevis) with his 
father almost exactly 50 years previously. While 
at the Academy, Fraser ascended a number 
of Munros from Blair House with groups led 
by Colin Turner. Fraser’s project made slow 
progress for a long period, but approximately 
five years ago he decided to ‘go for it’.

Having worked for many years as an accountant 
in industry, in 2005 Fraser became a school 
Bursar. For the last nine years he has been 
Bursar of St Albans High School for Girls, which 
is currently the Sunday Times Independent 
Senior School of the Year.

Report from Colin (C.I.C.) MacGregor (EA 1963–72):
The annual Academical Boarders v Day Boys golf 
match was held at Rye GC in May 2016 which 
the Day Boys won on the 18th green at Rye.

Another Academical golf match took place the 
previous day at Royal Wimbledon Golf Club 
in which Niall (N.F.R.) Dickson (EA 1966–71) 
played with John (J.D.O.) Fulton (EA 1960–72) 
and Colin MacGregor.

Very sadly, David (D.J.) Gregson (EA 1961–74) 
was unable to join us on the links of Royal 
Wimbledon this year.

All is well with Academical golf ‘doon sooth’!

Charles (C.G.) Runcie (EA 1966–76) left the BBC 
in June after a career of nearly 34 years, latterly 
as Head of regional sport. Charles is now in the 
freelance world as a self-employed consultant, 
which gives him a little more time to enjoy the 
finer things in life, which include a few more 
trips from his home in Wimbledon to Scotland.

Henry (H.T.) Wooster (EA 1978) had the time 
of his life at EA as a student on exchange from 
the U.S. boarding school, Northfield Mount 
Hermon. He lived in Scott House, played 2nd XV 
rugby and was a member of the Cadet Corps. 
In a curious turn of circumstances, his youngest 
child will enrol in the University of Aberdeen 
as a fresher in the autumn of this year (a 
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university selection with which he had nothing 
to do with!). Henry looks forward to revisiting 
Edinburgh when the family take her here. After 
university and a service as a U.S. Army officer, he 
joined the U.S. Foreign Service. He is currently 
assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Amman, Jordan 
and would welcome hearing from or seeing any 
Academicals headed this way.

1980–1990
Angus (A.F.) MacDonald (EA 1977–80) has 

written his debut 
novel ‘Ardnish was 
home’ which has been 
extremely well reviewed 
and he has been touring 
the country promoting 
the book this autumn. 
Birlinn, a Scottish 
publisher bought 
the book out in late 
September.

The story starts with Donald Peter Gillies lying 
in a field hospital on a Gallipoli beach, blinded 
by the Turks. There he falls in love with his 
Queen Alexandra Corps nurse, Louise, and she 
with him. As they talk in the small hours he tells 
her of life in the West Highlands of Scotland, 
farming, illegal whisky distilling, bagpiping, 
stalking deer etc, and she in turn tells her own 
story of a harsh and unforgiving upbringing in 
the Welsh valleys.

Cut off from Allied troops, Donald and Louise 
make a perilous escape through Turkey, 
Bulgaria, Greece and Malta, the first stage on 
their journey to a new life together in Donald’s 
beloved Ardnis...However there is a twist to the 
story at the end, an unexpected ending.

Angus is 53, and lives in the highlands with 
Michie his wife and four sons. He had a career in 
financial publishing and now owns businesses 
in renewable energy, recycling and internet 
education. He received an OBE following the 
success of The Caledonian Challenge which has 
raised £11m for charity. These days he spends 
a lot of his time plotting the sequel to ‘Ardnish 
was home’.

Mark (M.J.M.) Clark (EA 1979–83) is CEO of 
Generations For Peace (www.gfp.ngo), based 
in Amman, Jordan. Mark is married to Jadranka, 
with twins Freya and Magnus.

Art (A.U.) Mbanefo (EA 1981–84) is a managing 
director and executive committee member of 
Barclays Corporate and International Bank. He 
serves as the head of Markets for Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia Pacific. In this capacity, he 
is responsible for all global markets activities in 
these regions, including sales and trading. Art 
is also the chief operating officer for Markets 
and responsible for all market risk, capital risk 
and liquidity risk taken globally by the Markets 
division of the Firm. Prior to this role, he was 
head of Markets for the Americas.

Art and his wife, Lorena Sanchez, live between 
New York and London. The couple have three 
children, one of which is in university and the 
second is a senior in high school, while the 
youngest is in middle school.

After leaving the Academy, Art attended 
Loughborough University and then Imperial 
College, University of London. He commenced 
his career in banking as a trader with JP Morgan 
in London and moved to Credit Suisse Financial 
Products, where he became a managing 
director. Over his career, he has been a chief 
executive officer and a chief investment officer 
at two alternative investment firms, before 
returning to Wall Street and the City in 2009.

The Mbanefos are patrons to the arts and Lorena 
and Art both enjoy museums and sponsoring 
young artists. Art chaired the advisory board of 
one of the National Smithsonian museums in 
Washington DC for a number of years.

The couple are avid travellers and enjoy 
learning about history and new cultures. They 
also enjoy the outdoors and spend quite a few 
weekends with the family at their ranch in the 
Catskill Mountains in upstate New York.

Although Art does not visit often, he has fond 
memories of the Academy, Scott House and the 
city of Edinburgh.

Struan (S.R.) Gunn (EA 1972–85) went on 
to study Estate Management at Heriot Watt 
University after leaving EA. Graduating in 1989, 
he became a member of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors in 1995. Struan started his 
career with Donaldsons Chartered Surveyors in 
Edinburgh before heading to the Granite City 
where he spent around 8 years with local firm 
FG Burnett before accepting a position in Dublin 
with Colliers Jackson-Stops. Unfortunately, 
within a year of arriving in Dublin the Celtic 
Tiger took a turn for the worse and he returned 

to the UK and headed south of the border to 
Newcastle upon Tyne where he spent 3 years 
with Storeys: SSP before heading even further 
south into England to God’s own country, where 
he is currently based, having spells with CB 
Richard Ellis and Colliers International. Struan is 
working for himself now having set up his own 
company SRG Property Consultants Ltd some 6 
years ago specialising in commercial property 
consultancy advising, amongst others, one of 
the discount food retailers on the acquisition 
of sites. His love of playing cricket and golf and 
watching rugby continues to this day having 
represented Aberdeenshire CC, Clontarf CC in 
Dublin and Cawthorne CC in South Yorkshire. 
He also turns out for Yorkshire Gentlemen CC 
when time allows. However, his heart is in the 
Highlands and he plans to return to Scotland 
and Edinburgh in the near future to work and 
to be closer to his family and Bruntsfield Links 
GC and Boat of Garten GC where he remains 
a member. Whilst on business he can be seen 
now and again speaking to his Academical 
friends in that well-known local drinking 
establishment Whighams. He has also recently 
agreed to be the Academicals’ representative 
for Yorkshire.

1990–2000
Alan (A.R.) Denison (EA 1977–90) lives in 
Aberdeen and works between the NHS as 
a Consultant Radiologist and University of 
Aberdeen Medical School. Alan was promoted 
to Professor in August and has also just been 
appointed as Programme Lead (equivalent to 
Teaching Dean) for the Aberdeen MBChB.

Alistair (A.A.) Hindle (EA 1983–90) lives in 
Edinburgh, working on developing the firm 
of patent attorneys which he founded, Alistair 
Hindle Associates.

Fiona (F.C.) Denison (EA 1987–88) continues 
to flourish and is a Reader in Obstetrics in 
Edinburgh, as well as being a Consultant 
Obstetrician.

Douglas (D.I.D.) Watson (EA 1988–97) Major 
Douglas I D Watson SCOTS was awarded a NATO 
Meritorious Service Medal for his leadership 
and service to NATO whilst on operations in 
Afghanistan (2015).
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Peter (P.E.) Burns (EA 1986–99) has recently 
written Behind the Ryder Cup: The Players’ 
Stories, which is a complete history of the Ryder 
Cup told primarily in the players’ and captains’ 
words. It has been featured prominently in The 
Times, the Telegraph, the New York Times, Golf 
Monthly, Golf World, Golf International and a 
number of other publications over recent weeks, 
all of which have given it glowing reviews

This is his fourth published book; a new edition 
of Behind the Lions: Playing Rugby for the 
British & Irish Lions is published in November 
this year, and Chasing the Impossible: The Lions 
the All Blacks and the Legendary Tour of 1971 is 
due to be published in March this year.

2000–2010
Philip (P.B.) Hall (EA 1979–2006) former 
Head Of Business Studies When he published 
his first novel, 'The Prophets of Baal', the 
former EA Head of Business Studies hoped 
he could continue to be known as Philip Hall. 
Unfortunately he discovered another writer 
already was, so to avoid confusion he added 
his little-used middle name.

Looking for a way to promote the novel, he 
decided it would be a good idea to write short 
stories for prominent magazines, little realizing 
that the art of the short story writer differs 
markedly from that of the novelist. Nevertheless, 
not being a believer in the inability of old dogs 
to learn new tricks, he persevered and was 
rewarded by twice achieving publication in 'AE 
The Canadian Science Fiction Review' in 2013 
and 2014.

In 2015 he made his debut in a UK publication 
when he managed to squeeze in between 
Nikolai Gogol and Washington Irving in Flame 
Tree Publishing's hardback anthology 'Chilling 
Ghost Short Stories'. Two of his stories were also 
published in the USA.

Philip has been a regular entrant in The Writers 
of the Future Competition, where he has so 
far received eight Honourable Mentions and 
One Silver Honourable Mention. He has been 
shortlisted for the International Aeon Award 
and some of his work appeared in an anthology 
of writers eligible for the Campbell Award at the 
2016 Hugos.

This year (2016) the number of his published 
stories has already exceeded all previous 
years put together. All of the six stories have 
appeared in the USA, though four are available 
to read free at sliabhmannan.blogspot.co.uk.

With over forty stories currently on submission 
to publishers, Philip is hoping there's life in the 
old dog yet!

Peter (P.R.) Gregson (EA 1991–2004) lives in 
London, and is a cellist and composer, writing 
and playing music for films, and is completing 
his first computer game score for PlayStation.

2010–
Chris (C.M.) Seaman (EA 1997–2012), Fergus 
(F.S.) Nimmo (EA 1999–2012) and Cody (C.) 
Tennant (EA 1999–2012) Last summer, Chris, 
Fergus and Cody set out to tackle the Mongol 
Rally. Despite the name, this is not a race but 
an attempt to drive from the UK to Mongolia 
in a highly inadequate car, all the while raising 
money for two chosen charities, the British 
Heart Foundation and Cool Earth.

Their chosen route took them through Europe, 
across the top of Turkey and then through the 
Caucasus to Baku, where they took a ferry across 
the Caspian Sea to Turkmenistan. They headed 
up through Central Asia, taking in Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, followed 
by a brief stint through Russia before arriving at 
the Mongolian border.

All in all the trip lasted 6 weeks, took in 19 
countries and involved 10,600 miles of driving, 
some of which through some exceptionally 
challenging terrain. The boys’ 1 litre Vauxhall 
Agila, more designed for the challenges of the 
inner city, found the going particularly tough at 
times. Some notable examples include hitting 
a sharp pothole in Turkmenistan and having 
to have two of the steel wheels hammered 
back into shape by a trucker at the side of the 
road at 4am, as well as the time the fuel tank 
picked a fight with a large rock in Mongolia and 
lost quite spectacularly. After this, they had no 
better option than to patch it up with bin bags 
and duct tape (not recommended) and limp 
the 60km to the nearest town, stopping every 
few hundred metres to trickle a little more fuel 
from jerry cans into the (still leaking) fuel tank.

Despite the occasional challenging moment, 
the three had a truly exceptional time and met 
some of the most amazing people, both from 
other teams and from the countries they passed 
through. To find out more about the adventure, 
search Facebook for ‘The Tartan Trailblazers’.

Matthew (M.A.) Nimbley (EA 1999–2012) has 
taken up a full-time position with the Edinburgh 
based Private Bank ‘Hampden & Co’.

Thomas (T.F.) Mitchell (EA 2003–12) after 
graduating from the University of Aberdeen 
this year, Thomas has gone on to study the 
Diploma in Professional Legal Practice at the 
University of Edinburgh.

Bradley (B.) Forbes-Cryans (EA 2007–12) has 
been in the senior and U23 GB team for canoe 
slalom for the last two years. Bradley won a silver 
medal at the Final World Cup race in Slovenia 
on 10 September, ending up 3rd in the overall 
world cup standings for 2016 and he won the 
British Open senior and U23 championship titles 
on 18 September at Lee Valley Olympic course 
in London. He is currently the top ranked K1M 
paddler in the UK rankings though there are still 
a couple of premier races to be held this year.

Bradley won the Scottish Canoe Slalom 
Championships again in late October at Pinkston, 
Glasgow for K1M U23 and senior trophies. In 2013 
he had a hat trick of winning Junior 18, U23 and 
senior trophies all at once. This year his hat trick 
has been winning the British Open, Scottish 
Champs and being 1st in the end of year ranking 
although his 2nd at the World Cup in Tacen was 
probably the biggest challenge.
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MARRIAGES

Alistair (A.A.) Hindle (EA 1983–90) married 
Jane Petty in Edinburgh on 30 July 2016.

James (J.B.) Reast (EA 1981–94) and Ewa  
Kucharska were married in Poland in 13 August 
2016.

Angus (A.R.) Watt (EA 1984–97) married 
Joanna Mary Swarbrick on 9 April 2016 at St. 
Nicholas Church, Durham.

Peter (P.R.) Gregson (EA 1991–2004) married 
Laurie Jane Anderson on 16 July 2016 at Ayton 
Church, Berwickshire.

Chris (C.J.) Duncan (EA 2002–08) Married 
Maggie Mayes on 15 October 2016 at the 
Edinburgh Academy.

BIRTHS

Craig (C.R.) Murray (EA 1992–94) and his wife 
welcomed Phoebe Isabella Grace Murray on 26 
February 2016.

Douglas (D.I D.) Watson (EA 1988–97) and 
his wife Rachael welcomed Isabella Olivia Mary 
Watson on 1 February 2016 at Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary, Edinburgh.

Chris (C.M.D.) Turley (EA 1987–2000) and his 
wife welcomed Arthur Bryn Turley on 2 August 
2016. Despite being five weeks early he was 6 
pounds and 12 ounces / 48 cm long!

Oliver (O.J.A.) Tidman (EA 1989–2002) is 
delighted to announce the birth of Struan 
Douglas Michael on 21 February 2016 in 
Edinburgh. Both dad and mum, Sinéad (née 
Maxwell), are extremely happy!

Jennifer (J.V.) Cutress (EA 2011–) is delighted 
to announce Catriona Mariam Cutress was born 
18 September 2016. Edmund is a very proud big 
brother.

GRADUATIONS

Both the Academical Club and School 
pass on our congratulations to the 
following people whose graduations 
we have been notified of recently. As 
Colleges and Universities no longer 
send us this information as a matter 
of course, we would be very grateful 
if you could send your own updates 
through to us by email to: 
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk
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Christopher (C.J.) Toothhill (EA 2003–10) 
graduated with a BSc 1st Class (Hons) degree 
in Business information systems from Robert 
Gordons University in 2014.

Christopher (C.M.) Seaman (EA 1997–2012) 
graduated with a 1st Class MMath in 
Mathematics from Cardiff University in 2016.

Matthew (M.A.) Nimbley (EA 1999–2012) 
graduated with a MA(Hons) in Politics from the 
University of Edinburgh in 2016.

Thomas (T.F.) Mitchell (EA 2003–12) graduated 
with a 2:1 Bachelor of Laws Ll.B (Hons) degree 
from the University of Aberdeen in 2016.

Sehar (S.) Mahmood (EA 2009–12) graduated 
with a BSc 2:1 (Hons) in Biology and Psychology 
from Newcastle University in 2016.

Liam (L.T.) Edwards (EA 2006–12) graduated 
with a 2:1 BA (Hons) Modern Languages and 
Business degree from Heriot Watt University.

Emilia (E.) Davis (EA 2008–10) graduated with 
a 1st Class MA(Hons) in Chemistry from the 
University of Aberdeen in June 2016.

Sidney (S.J.L.) Brailsford (EA 1998–2013) 
graduated with a 2:1 BA (Hons) in History from 
Newcastle University in June 2016.

Katherine (K.A.) Becher (EA 2008–12) 
graduated with a 1st Class MA(Hons) in English 
and History of Art from the University of 
Aberdeen in June 2016.

Hannah (H.E.) Blackford (EA 2010–12) 
graduated with a 2:1 MA(Hons) in Legal Studies 
and Management Studies from the University 
of Aberdeen in June 2016.

Alistair (A.E.) Brannan (EA 2006–11) graduated 
with degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery from the University of 
Aberdeen in June 2016.

Angus (A.R.P.) Lutton (EA 1999–2012) 
graduated with a 2:1 MA(Hons) in Geography 
from the University of Aberdeen in June 2016.

Paidamoyo (P.) Muyambi (EA 2010–11) 
graduated with a 2.1 BSc in Biomedical Sciences 
(Anatomy) from the University of Aberdeen in 
June 2016.

Kyung-Jae (K.) Park (EA 2001–11) graduated 
with a 2:1 Bachelor of Laws Ll.B (Hons) from the 
University of Aberdeen in June 2016.

Cody (C.) Tennant (EA 1999–12) graduated 
with a MA(Hons) in History from the University 
of Aberdeen in June 2016. 

Alice (A.G.) Ward (EA 2010–12) graduated with 
a 1st BSc in Neuroscience with Psychology from 
the University of Aberdeen in June 2016.

OBITUARIES 

Our tributes are often submitted by 
families or friends but we are also very 
grateful to Miss Griselda Fyfe who 
often shares notifications from the 
newspapers.

1920–1930
Robert (R.B.) Cameron (EA 1918–26) in 2016. 
Whilst at school, Robert was a member of 
both Scott and Mackenzie Houses leaving the 
Academy in Upper 6th.

1930–1940
Denzil Inglis (D.I) Dunnett (EA 1923–35) 
on 4 March 2016. Poet and a diplomat that 
served in war-torn West Africa, Denzil's career 
took him from the Congo in the 1960s to 

be Britain's Ambassador to Senegal in the 
1970s. Later, he used his long commercial and 
political experience abroad to set up and run 
the office of the Scottish Development Agency 
in the early 80's. A review of his poetry in 2000 
described him as 'a poet who loves Scotland 
and its changing faces'. Died aged 98 in London 
– he is survived by his sons James and Roderick.

Colin (C.A.) Crole (EA 1934–36) on 15 
November 2016 aged 87. Former apprentice 
and partner with Chiene and Tait, gifted games 
player, representing Scotland at hockey. Much 
loved by his brother, sisters-in-law, nephews 
and nieces and their children.

Douglas (D.M.) Williamson (EA 1931–36) on 
19 August 2016, Douglas 
known as "Greg" died 
aged 97. Very happy 
during his days at the 
Academy, Greg was a 
member of both Jeffrey 
and Mackenzie houses. 
Well travelled, he ended 
his Medical career as a  

GP in Gardenstown, Banff.

Always a proud Scot, he retired to Ledbury, 
Herefordshire, where he was a popular and 
significant personality, growing old with 
dignity. His mind sharp and precise to the end. 
He leaves five children, 12 grandchildren and 
eight greatgrandchildren.

Michael (M.C.) Gorman (EA 1938–39) in 2016.

1940–1950
Howard (H.I.) Ashley (EA 1936–40) in 2016. 
During his time at the Academy, Howard was a 
fine athlete, winning the Burma Cup twice and 
holding at least one record for many years; long 
jump and sprinting being his forte. He served 
in the Black Watch for the duration of the war, 
serving in theatres across Africa and Asia. At 
the end of the war, he trained as an architect. 
He and Ruby, his wife, went out to Malaysia 
where he was instrumental in the design of the 
Modern Mosque, now an important feature of 
the Kuala Lumpur landscape. He worked for 
the Malaysian Government from 1952 and was 
awarded the Pan Pacific Award citation by the 
American Institute of Architects in 1966. This 
was the first time that the award had ever gone 
to a Malaysian building. Howard and Ruby 
moved to Australia at the end of 1966 and 
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Howard worked for the Victorian Government 
until his retirement. He was instrumental in the 
refurbishment and restoration of a number 
of Melbourne’s iconic Victorian era buildings, 
including the Royal Mint. He also worked in 
an honorary capacity as a Classifier for the 
Victorian National Trust.

James (J.H.) Whitelaw (EA 1931–41) on 5 July 
2016, Jim passed away surrounded by his loving 
family at the age of 93. He leaves behind his wife 
of 63 years, Pat, his children Jean, Graham, and 
Anne, five grandchildren and his sister Betty 
in Edinburgh. Raised in Edinburgh, Jim served 
with the Royal Artillery in the Second World 
War, obtaining his MA in Modern Languages 
from Oxford. He immigrated to Canada in 
1949 and had an illustrious career at Concordia 
University in Montreal.

Douglas (D.W.C.) Hare (EA 1933–42) on 2 
February 2016.

Obituary by Watsonian, Douglas Mitchell.
It is with a heavy heart that I pen this obituary 
and tribute to my long-time friend and 
professional associate who died on 2 February, 
near Ottawa.

Douglas was born and raised in North 
Berwick, Scotland and educated in Edinburgh. 
He completed his schooling at Edinburgh 
Academy before starting his undergraduate 
training at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies in 1942 which he completed in 1950 
after serving in the army during WWII. He was 
wounded and captured in Normandy shortly 
after D-day and served as a prisoner-of -war 
until his release in1945. Upon graduation he 
immediately embarked on a career in academia 
by joining the Department of Veterinary 
Anatomy, enrolling in a PhD. degree program 
at the University of Edinburgh which he 
completed in 1953. He married Audrey Loch in 
Edinburgh in 1949 and had two children–Sara 
and Simon.

In 1958 he accepted an associate professorship 
in the Dept. Of Anatomy at the Univ. of 
Pennsylvania Veterinary School where he 
shifted the focus of his studies to veterinary 
cytogenetics. Shortly after his return to 
Philadelphia he decided to move back to 
Canada and was hired as a Senior Research 
Scientist in 1974 by the Federal Govt. at A.D.R.I. 
Ottawa where he joined a team of scientists 
who were engaged in embryo transfer. He was 
pivotal in pre-sexing the first bovine embryo to 

survive to term and subsequently to investigate 
risks of disease transmission via embryo transfer.
Douglas was a gracious, kindly, patrician 
gentleman respected by students, colleagues 
and friends alike. To his extended family we 
wish sincere sympathy.

He will be remembered with affection.

David (D.L.N.) Haultain (EA 1933–43) on 16 
February 2016. David reached India on War 
service as a Bombardier and after qualifying 
as a Doctor post War, became MO to 278 for a 
short period before emigrating to WA where 
he was a much respected GP. He was an 
international referee in Rugby in the UK. In WA 
he was president of Rugby/WA 1978–88 and a 
life member of that association. He is survived 
by his wife Annie and their two children. David 
died in Fremantle WA aged 96.

John (J.A.) Owen (EA 1933–43) on 21 April 2016.

William (W.A.) Craig (EA 1938–43) on 1 May 2016.

Ronald (R.F.) Perkin (EA 1941–43) on 21 March 
2016 in Edinburgh. Brother of William (W.D.) 
(EA 1941–43) and son of William (W.F.M.) (EA 
1912–16).

Arthur (A.P.) Davidson (EA 1935–44) on 
Sunday 4 December aged 88.

Duncan (D.) MacGregor (EA 1933–44) on 11 
September 2015.

Douglas (D.E.D.) Bell (EA 1945–46) on 10 
October 2016. Died peacefully at home in 
Haddington. Much loved father to Jamie, Sarah 
and Papa to Alice, Hamish, Sophie and Angus.

Neil (N.) Caw (EA 1936–47) much loved father, 
grandfather and brother died peacefully on 10 
January 2016.

Miles (M.G.) Phillips (EA 1941–1947) passed 
away on 2 August 2016 at Boissevain, Manitoba, 
Canada. Miles emigrated to Boissevain, Canada, 
in 1952 . He was Editor and Publisher of the 
Boissevain Recorder for 33 years, served on the 
Council of the Town of Boissevain for 20 years, 
10 of them as Deputy Mayor. Miles is survived 
by his wife Shirley, children, Margaret Lea, 
Robert, and Nancy and grandchildren, Cally, 
Thomas, Jonathen, and Miles.

Robert (R.P.) McLaughlin (EA 1944–48) on 9 
March 2016, 'Bob' McLaughlin passed away in 

Dorchester. During his time at the Academy, 
Bob was an enthusiastic participant in the OTC 
and Shooting Eight. After leaving school he was 
apprenticed to a firm of Chartered Accountants. 
The training entailed classes at Edinburgh 
University and he joined the University Air 
Squadron where he developed a love of flying. It 
did not come as a total surprise, therefore, when 
on completing his apprenticeship he decided 
against entering the family accountancy firm 
but chose instead to join the RAF.

He did his basic and advanced flying training 
in Canada on the Harvard and Lockheed 
T33 Shooting Star or T-Bird. On his return to 
the UK he completed his Tactical Weapons 
Conversion and was fortunate to be one of 
the first operational Fighter Pilots to fly the 
Hawker Hunter on 222 and 43 Squadrons based 
at Leuchars and later Cyprus and Aden. He 
was posted to Malaya during the emergency 
there and re-trained to fly the Scottish Aviation 
Pioneer. He enjoyed the challenge of flying 
into the short landing strips of the Malaysian 
jungle forts and making reconnaissance flights 
to Borneo, Cambodia and Laos in advance 
of formal US involvement in Vietnam. After a 
posting at Seletar, Singapore, Bob returned to 
the UK and did a stint as a flying instructor for 
University Air Squadrons.

Bob retired from the RAF in 1970 and his 
accountancy training was put to use. He joined 
the Electricity Council in London, eventually 
transferring to South Eastern Electricity 
Headquarters in Hove in 1977 and then 
becoming District Manager for South Eastern 
Electricity based in Eastbourne before his final 
role as Privatisation Manager for South Eastern 
Electricity prior to taking early retirement.

In retirement, along with Meriel whom he 
had married at the Garrison Church in Kuala 
Lumpur in 1960, Bob busied himself with 
gardening, caravanning, doing charitable work 
and enjoying the companionship of the local 
Royal Air Force Aircrew Association. In 2013 
Bob and Meriel, due to failing health, moved 
to Poundbury, Dorchester to live with their 
daughter. Bob is survived by his wife, his son, 
Andrew (also a former flier – of Nimrods), his 
daughter, Kerrie-Jane and his grand-daughter, 
Olivia. His third child, Richard, died in infancy.

William (W.S.) Brow (EA 1937–49) Bill Brow 
passed away on 10 August 2016 aged 85. Whilst 
at EA, Bill was in Carmichael and played for the 
1st XI. He went on to Heriot Watt and in 1953 
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graduated in brewing. During his National 
Service, as a 2nd lieutenant he served in the 
Royal Signal Corps in Jordan. He is survived by 
his widow Joyce and brother, Norman (N.J.) 
Brow (EA 1940–52).

1950–1960 
Alasdair (A.D.R.) Oliver (EA 1945–51) on 29 
March 2016.

Jonathan (J.A.M.) Butt (EA 1945–52) on 
10 September 2016. Died peacefully at St 
Columba's hospice in Edinburgh. Jo was a 
senior partner in general practice Dedridge 
Health Centre, Livingston, until 1998. Loving 
father of Nikki and Hamish, father-in-law to 
Charlie and grandpa to Jessica and Rory.

William (W.R.) Hanley (EA 1946–52) on 20 
June 2016. Dearly loved husband of Elizabeth, 
loving father of Richard. Whilst at EA, William 
was drummer for the Pipe Band.

Gordon (G.S.) Morrison (EA 1947–52) on 
20 June 2016. Devoted husband to Joyce, 
loving father to Colin and Caroline and proud 
grandfather to Cameron, Hamish and Gillen. At 
EA Gordon was a member of Kinross House.

William (W.A.) McDonald (EA 1949–53) on 5 
July 2016. Much loved husband of Kathleen and 
devoted father to Iain, William and the late Alan, 
father-in-law to Lorna and grandfather to Jason, 
Ailsa, Megan, Bronte, Roslyn and Callum. Whilst 
at EA William was a member of Scott House.

Hugh ‘Cuddy’ (H.K.) Young (EA 1945–54) 
on 24 September 2016 
suddenly after a short 
illness. Born in Galashiels 
in 1936, son of the late 
John Young and Monica 
Auckland, proprietors of 
the Clovenfords Hotel 
and grandson of the late 
James Young proprietor 

of the Traquair Arms Hotel, Cuddy joined the 
Academy in P4B in 1945 until completing the 
6ths in 1954. He played rugby for the 2nd XV and 
broke the school record for the “100 Yards Dash”.

After leaving the Academy, Cuddy studied as a 
CA apprentice with Martin, Currie & Scott until 
1959 passing his finals 6 months early. In 1957 
he joined the Territorial Army and served in 
the 7/9th Btn The Royal Scots. Between 1959 
and 1961 he completed his National Service 

and was commissioned into The Royal Scots 
and served with the 1st Btn in Benghazi, Libya 
between 1960 & 61. After being demobilised 
from National Service in 1961 he re-joined the 
Territorial Army the next day.

From 1961 until his retirement in 1996 he worked 
in Corporate Finance and Banking. His career 
included 5 years with J Henry Schroder Wagg 
Ltd in London (1968–73) rising to manager. 
He then joined the Bank of Scotland Finance 
Company which later became the British Linen 
Bank and rose to Deputy Chief Executive and 
Head of Corporate Finance. In 1984 he moved 
to the Bank of Scotland’s Head Office as 
Company Secretary, where he was responsible 
for the bank’s legal department and created a 
Corporate Finance role. He was later promoted 
to General Manager and Secretary of Bank of 
Scotland and sat on the Bank’s Management 
Board during the most prosperous time in 
the Bank’s history. He also presided over the 
Bank’s Tercentenary celebrations in 1995 which 
culminated with a visit by HM The Queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh to the Bank’s Head 
Office in Edinburgh.

In 1985 he re-joined the Territorial Army for the 
third time and served with the 2nd Btn, 52nd 
Lowland Volunteers. In 1992 he finally retired 
from the Territorial Army as the last Officer 
Commanding of 5 Coy (Home Service Force) 
after a career spanning 35 years.

He served as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Edinburgh Academy for two 
years during the 1980s. He was also Chairman 
of The Edinburgh Sports Club, Chairman of the 
Trustees of the Royal Scots Benevolent Fund, 
Trustee of The Royal Scots Club, Chairman of 
the Lothian Employees Liaison Committee 
(LELC) and Chairman of The Royal Scots 
Territorial Officers Association (RSTOA) for three 
years until his death.

An Officer and a Gentleman to the end, he is 
survived by his wife Marjory, his children Susan, 
Hugh (EA 1973–85) and Angus (EA 1975–88) 
and his granddaughter Kayleigh (EA 2015–).

David (D.R.) Macfie (EA 1946–54) on 2 June 
2016. Died peacefully 
in Kumbia, Queensland 
Australia. David passed 
away after a battle with 
leukaemia. He left the 
Academy at the Geits 
level and went on to 
Merchiston Castle School.

After leaving school, he went to Edinburgh 
University to study Agriculture; N.D.A. and S.D.A. 
and won his rugby blue playing for the University.

During his years practical on a Farm in Fife he 
played for the Howe of Fife and packed down 
behind the Scottish International David Rollo.

He immigrated to Australia in 1962 initially to 
New South Wales to continue a farming way 
of life. He became a Cattle ranch manager for 
a large property near Maryborough and ran 
this for a number of years before getting his 
own property and building his own house near 
Kumbia.

David was first and foremost a Cattleman. 
He made an outstanding contribution to the 
Queensland Beef industry and the Australian 
Society of Animal Production during his time 
as a member and was elected Branch President 
1990–92, then a Federal Council Member 1994–
96 and was the only industry member on that 
Council, and he was enrolled as an Honorary 
member of the society for his outstanding 
service to the animal industries of northern 
Australia.

He is survived by his wife Christine, and step-
daughter Brenda and grandchildren.

Kenneth (K.A.) Grieve (EA 1947–55) on 15 
November 2016. He leaves his long term partner 
Jane, four children, Simon, Ben, Charlotte and 
Dee, older brother Robin (R.L.) Grieve (EA 
1946–56) and three grandchildren.

David (D.B.P.) Young (EA 1943–56) in 
September 2016. David was a member of the 
Edinburgh Academy Curling Club.

Alastair (A.M.) Mowat (EA 1946–57) on 17 
March 2016. At Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 
Alistair, beloved husband of Alison, loving 
father of Ian and Shelia and very much loved 
grandfather to Mons, Alan Karen and Tabitha. 
Distinguished figure in Scotland's brewing 
industry and held senior executive posts with 
Scottish & Newcastle Breweries, proving a 
pioneer in modernising the company's activities 
and an imaginative marketing executive. His 
love of Jazz was legendary as a keen drummer, 
Alastair became one of the co-founders of the 
Edinburgh Jazz Festival. Whilst at EA, Alastair 
enjoyed Rugby as Scrum half (First XV 1956–57), 
Musicals and Trout Club.
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We are delighted to have found 
many of our Missing Academicals since 
the list was last produced in 2013, 

and we are currently updating it.

If you think we may not have up 
to date contact details for you, or 
someone you know, please get in 

touch:
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

Missing
Academicals

Neil Pollock (N.P.) Magee (EA 1949–57) on 9 
April 2016. Beloved husband of Anna and father 
of Alexander and James.

Michael (M.R.) Haywood (EA 1946–59) on 
10 August 2016. Headmaster who recreated 
prestigious English School in Thailand died in 
Glenelg, Wester Ross. Whilst at School, Michael 
enjoyed music and performed in the Mikado 
leaving us in Upper 7ths. He is survived by 
his wife Stella and children Sarah, Rebecca, 
Nicholas, Oliver and ten grandchildren.

Michael (M.L.) Somen (EA 1954–54) died on  
10 March 2016, peacefully 
in Nairobi aged 79. 
During his short time 
with us, Mike played for 
the 1st XI Hockey team. 
After school he rose to 
become senior partner 
at Hamilton, Harrison 
and Mathews, and serve 

as chairman or non-executive director of a wide 
range of respected companies which included 
cooper Kenya, Kenya Airways, NIC Bank and the 
Nairobi Stock Exchange.

After leaving us, Mike went on to read 
Jurisprudence at Oxford and was called to the 
Bar at Gray’s Inn in London before returning 
to Nairobi, where the Somen Family had lived 
since the 1920s.

He was one of the leading commercial lawyers 
of his generation in Kenya and advised many of 
the country’s blue-chip firms and multinational 
companies. He was the founder Chairman 
of Kenya’s leading internet service provider, 
AccessKenya Group. He also served on boards 
of several not-for-profit organisations, including 
the Nairobi Hospital.

Mike’s life centred around his family. He spent 
55 years of his life with his beloved wife Vera, 
and had three sons, David, Mark and Jonathan 
along with six-grandchildren.

1960–1970 
John (J.K.M.) Cochran (EA 1958–63) on 17 
April 2016. John was a member of Dundas and 
Jeffrey Houses and played rugby (First XV 1962–
63). After school, John studied for a diploma in 
Agriculture from the University of Aberdeen.

Ian (I.J.) Shaw (EA 1958–63) on 25 June 2016. 
Ian, dearest loving husband of Dorothy, proud 
and loving father of Heather and Morven and 
doting grandfather to Elliot died peacefully. 
Whilst at School, Ian played for the first XV 
1960–63 and was a member of Kinross House.

Dawson (D.) Sellar (EA 1950–63) on 31 August 
2015.

1970–1980 
James (J.R.) Bowman (EA 1970–78) on 7 

February 2016. Jim died 
at home in Ipswich 
after a courageous 
and good-humoured 
year-long battle with 
cancer Jim’s father – 
also James Bowman, 
who died in Pitlochry 
(December 2013) was, 

until his retirement, a Master at The Edinburgh 
Academy, teaching Art and Drama.

From an early age Jim junior shared his father’s 
love of the arts and in particular the stage. He 
quickly developed a passion for electrics which 
led to a career in stage lighting – allowing him 
to paint – but with light.

A highlight of his school years was to take part, 
as the youngest cast member, in the world 
premiere of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s "Bible 1" 
which later became Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.

On leaving school, Jim trained at the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music & Drama in 
Glasgow 1979–82. He then went on to work at 
the Harrogate Theatre, before moving further 
south to work at the Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich 
as Deputy Chief Electrician. In 1984 he took up 
the post of Chief Electrician/Lighting Designer 
at the Mercury Theatre, Colchester, where he 
remained until 1997.

Around this time, Jim was bitten by the ‘Radio 
Bug’ and started by volunteering for Hospital 
Radio Colchester. This led to occasional work 
at BBC Radio Essex, then BBC Radio Suffolk 
where he created “trails”, “drove the desk” for 
live sports broadcasts, learned to edit and 
presented comedy and chat. In 2000 this 
became a permanent career. Jim was short 
listed for a Sony radio academy award and 
won a Frank Gillard bronze award for his work. 

Shortly afterwards BBC Radio Suffolk won the 
Sony Gold award as station of the year. It was 
at BBC Radio Suffolk that in 2004 Jim met his 
wife Sharon, a BBC radio producer, whom he 
married in 2010.

Jim will be sorely missed by his wife Sharon, his 
mother Effie and his sisters Lindsey and Gillian.

Andrew (A.M.) Mallon (EA 1971–78) on 4 
January 2016. Beloved husband of Shelia, much 
loved father of Ana and David, grandfather of 
Leon. Whilst at EA Andrew was a member of 
Jeffery and Mackenzie House.

1980–1990
Alexander (A.B.C.) Short (EA 1974–85) on 
4 July 2016. Chief Financial Officer with the 
whisky distiller Edrington. Husband of Ellen and 
father to Stephanie, Rebecca and Nicholas.

1990–2000
Emma (E.P.J.) Bruce (EA 1997–98) Suddenly, 
at home, following a tragic accident on 
1 February 2016, Emma, aged 35 years, 
beloved younger daughter of James and 
Jane and sister of Jill.




