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the Edinburgh Academy between 1951 and 1962. The purpose of the 
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the Edinburgh Academy and Fettes, to enable them to advance their 
education or professional training beyond the point at which public 
funds or university scholarships are available, or when private or  
family sources alone are not quite adequate for the purpose.

Recent Academical recipients have included: 
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genuinely short of funds, please consider applying to the Watt Trust.  

For further information, please contact Anna Bennett at  
abennett@wssociety.co.uk or telephone 0131 220 3249.

The Watt Trust

EA CAREERS 
GET INVOLVED!

Every year, as Edinburgh Academy pupils prepare 
for life beyond Henderson Row, they benefit greatly 
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hat a strange year it has been.  
As I write this welcome from 
home, rather than Henderson 
Row, I am constantly reminded  

of the resilience, creativity and resourcefulness  
of the Academical community. 

These values have been played out over 
an academic year of huge changes to the 
way we deliver the exceptional education 
for which we are so widely respected; and 
also in the inspiring personal journeys 
made by so many Academicals. From the 
heroic accomplishments of Ewan, Jamie and 
Lachlan MacLean, who tackled and emerged 
triumphant from the Talisker Whisky Atlantic 
Challenge to the sporting performances of 
Alice Loudon, Georgina Usher, Phoebe Traquair 
and Jasmine Banks – their acknowledgement 
of the role that the Academy has played in their 
lives is humbling and deeply gratifying. I hope 
you will enjoy reading their stories in Three 
Men in a Boat and These Sporting Lives.

Resilience, creativity and resourcefulness 
come in all shapes and sizes and we were 
delighted to hear from cellist and composer, 
Peter Gregson, about his musical journey 
in Recomposing Bach and to have the 
opportunity to interview Will Whitehorn, newly 
elected President of UKspace and driving force 
behind the recently formed National Space 
Council. Will talks about his 25-year career with 
Virgin and his thoughts on the role that space 
can play in the future of our global economy 
in Flying Experience Required. In Take 2 
Academicals, we caught up with two global 
surgeons, Stephen Bennett and David Watters, 
whose surgical skills have taken them to far 
corners of the globe while Prof Roger Jeffery 
deals with the impact that Academicals have 
made in India during the 19th century in  
From Henderson Row to Delhi.

As we count down to our bicentennial year 
in 2024, we include the second instalments 
of the two five-part series we began last 

year. In News from the Archive, Honorary 
Archivist Andrew McMillan traces the rise of 
Academy sport during the 1850s while Tony 
Cook and Alan Fyfe celebrate EA literary greats 
during the second half of the 19th century in 
Our Literary Legacy. Incidentally, for those 
interested in the School’s history and heritage, 
we launched the Edinburgh Academy Digital 
Archives in October 2020.

You’ll find our regular review of school life 
through reports from the Nursery, Junior and 
Senior School as well as an update from the 
EA Club and Council Members, with Tony Cook 
as their new President. The Court of Directors, 
also under new leadership, has Morag McNeill 
at the helm. In her Report, Morag says: “While 
COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the 
School, the last twelve months should not be 
defined by it.” However, I would like to highlight 
some of the work carried out in our own 
community to support the nation during  
the pandemic. 

Head of Design and Technology, Sandra 
Hennessy (EA Staff 1990–present), her 
technician Daniel Bedford, and Joanne 
Kenwright from the Design Technology 
Department, designed a visor and, along 
with other staff from the Department, came 
in during lockdown to make around 900 of 
them for local establishments. Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary, the Western General, St 
Columba’s Hospice, British Transport Police, 
local GP practices, dental surgeries and more 
all benefited. Doctors Alexander Finlayson 
(EA 1987–2000) and William Edwards (EA 
1987–2000) created an app allowing patients 

to interact remotely with GPs, while Paddy 
Fletcher (EA 1987–2000) and Ian Stirling  
(EA 1987–2000), owners of The Port of Leith 
Distillery, turned from producing gin to 
producing hand sanitiser when demand  
was at its peak.

The range of events and reunions during 
2019/20 was somewhat curbed from March 
onwards, but as soon as restrictions are 
lifted Business Breakfasts and Dinners – new 
initiatives organised by Alison Wardrop (EA 
Staff 2016–20) – will be reinstated and Charles 
Runcie (EA 1966–76) and James Munro (EA 
1997–2010) have issued a rallying call to Accies 
in London to get involved in the EA Club there.

In closing, I’d like to extend my thanks to the 
whole Accie community for their tireless 
work over the year and also in producing 
this publication – particularly Tony Cook, 
Rob Cowie, Andrew McMillan and Alan Fyfe, 
whose combined encyclopaedic knowledge 
of everything Accie is as extensive as it is 
legendary. I’d like to give recognition to Alison 
Wardrop, who stepped down as Alumni 
Relations Officer in February 2020, having 
forged positive relations with so many Accies 
during her four years here; and I’d like to thank 
freelance writer, Allison Traynor, who stepped 
in as our guest editor for The Academical this 
year. We’ve recently appointed a new External 
Relations Officer, Alice Insull, who will be taking 
over the reins of The Academical next year.  
Do please contact Alice with your news  
for next year’s publication through  
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

Floreat Academia!

Giles Dove  (EA Staff 2019–present)
Director of Development  
& Alumni Relations

Please let us know if your address has changed.  
 
Contact the Development & Alumni Relations Office  
on +44 (0)131 624 4958 or at accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

CHANGED ADDRESS RECENTLY? Sponsored & published by the Edinburgh Academy
42 Henderson Row, Edinburgh EH3 5BL

No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior written consent 
of the publishers. The views expressed in its features are those of the contributors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the Edinburgh Academy.
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Edinburgh 
Academical 
Club Report

would like to thank two stalwarts 
who retired from the EAC Council at 
the same time as Charles. Over the 
last six years, Colin Innes and Brian 

Hay Smith have held all the main positions 
on the Council and contributed massively to 
many positive changes that have taken place 
in all areas of Academical life. I think, however, 
they are starting to realise that they are not 
totally off the hook as I regularly call on their 
expertise in accounting, details of law and 
much else. They leave a substantial hole to 
be filled.

I’m delighted to report that November 
saw a continuation in the frequency and 
variety of EAC events with the new Business 
Breakfasts working to a successful formula 
and becoming well established. As Alumni 
Relations Officer, Alison Wardrop (EA 
Staff 2016–20) was a driving force behind 
these Breakfasts and it is sad that she was 
unable to attend the first one, although my 
thanks go to Laura Thurlow who deputised 
admirably. It was even sadder to realise 
that Alison would be leaving the School 
permanently, come February 2020. Lucy 
Reevely replaced her most effectively, on a 
temporary basis.

I must mention the London Accies too, where 
Colin Cunningham has been a driving force 
for so many years. Although he is now taking 
a back seat, I’m sure his advice and help will 
continue to be sought and welcomed. The 
new ‘brigade of youth’ at the helm comprises 
James Munro (EA 1997–2010), supported by 
Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76), Georgina Usher 
(EA 1988–90), Will Lutton (EA 1992–2005) 
and Cathy Adams (EA 2008–10). Sadly, all 
their exciting plans went awry with the arrival 
of lockdown and the London Breakfast 
and Evening Drinks on 12 March were the 
last events held. Shortly before lockdown, 

however, the MacLean brothers delivered 
the second lecture in our Ready for the 
World series to a packed Main Hall. You can 
read about their trans-Atlantic adventures 
in Three Men in a Boat on pages 12–15. 
For the remainder of the academic year, 
restrictions on social gatherings meant 
we lost the 1990–2000 Reunion, the third 
Business Breakfast, the 1970–71 50th 
Reunion and five other Accie events due to 
be held in Edinburgh. Fear not, there are 
plans afoot to keep in contact in other ways!

In closing, I’d like to take this opportunity 
to mention the so-called ‘Ransom Strip’ 
at Raeburn Place as I’m frequently asked 
about this. In 2019, a court case was heard 
by Lady Wolffe, which resulted in her issuing 
a lengthy and detailed judgment, deciding 
against all arguments presented by the 
company claiming this strip as their own. The 
company has, however, indicated that an 
appeal will be made against these decisions 
and a further court hearing, in front of three 
judges, is likely to take place in late 2020. As a 
result of conflict of interest, Anna Robertson 
(EA 2008–09) had to resign as Secretary & 
Treasurer but was replaced by Barney Paton 
(EA 1995–2008) at an EGM on 3 April this year.

We are always looking for 
new members. So, if you are 
interested, please contact: 

JOIN THE  
EAC COUNCIL!

accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk
+44 (0)131 624 4958

As I take over the role of presidency 

from Charles Robertson (EA 1972–85), 

I’d like to thank him for giving three 

outstanding years of support to the 

Edinburgh Academical Club. 

TONY COOK  
(EA 1951–61;  

EA Staff 1975–2003)  
EAC President (2019–present)
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EAC President 
Tony Cook (EA 1951–61;  
EA Staff 1975–2003)  

After the Academy, Tony spent a year at 
The Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, 
followed by three years working in London 
with the brewers, Watney Mann. He took a 
degree in Zoology at Aberdeen University 
followed by three years’ research in 
Edinburgh University’s Zoology Department 
and was appointed to the Biology 
Department at the School in 1975, where he 
taught until retiring in 2003. His four children 
all went to the Academy and he now has 
ten grandchildren, three of whom are in the 
Junior School. Tony’s wife, Jenny, is his well-
known accomplice. 

Co-opted Council Members:
The following Accies were co-opted into  
the Council and proposed at the EAC AGM 
on 28 September 2020:
James Munro (EA 1997–2010) 
Viv Blair (EA 1996–98) 

EAC Council   
2019/20

EAC Vice-President 
Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003) 

Andrew is Captain of the Edinburgh 
Academical Cricket Club and led the team to 
Championship promotion. A third-generation 
Academical, his grandfather, Major S H Cosh 
(EA 1930–38) MBE, captained the Scottish 
Cricket Team. While at the School, Andrew 
received Colours for hockey and cricket. He 
joined the CCF, flying at RAF Cosford, and 
was a member of the Shooting, Fencing and 
Mountaineering Clubs. Following Edinburgh 
University, he worked in London before 
returning to Edinburgh as a digital manager 
for a luxury product supplier. Andrew enjoys 
a wide range of sports, with cricket his 
passion. He recently joined the MCC. 

EAC Secretary & Treasurer  
Barney Paton (EA 1995–2008) 

Barney works as the in-house legal counsel 
for Trainline.com Limited, having qualified as 
a solicitor with Morton Fraser LLP. He spent 
all of his school (and nursery!) years at the EA 
and went on to study at Glasgow University 
with spells at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill (US) and Nankai University 
(China). Barney is a keen sportsman, playing 
golf at Gullane and spending many Saturdays 
at Tynecastle or Murrayfield (watching rather 
than playing!).

Rector  
Barry Welsh  
(EA Staff 2017–present) 

The 18th Rector of the Edinburgh Academy, 
Barry took on the role in August 2017. He 
started out at Harrow School, was Head of 
Geography at Fettes College for 11 years and 
then became Deputy Head of Shawnigan 
Lake School, Canada. He moved back to 
Edinburgh in January 2017 to become Senior 
Deputy Rector and then Rector of the EA. 
His two sons are both at the Academy and, 
away from the School, Barry enjoys the great 
outdoors and loves getting out in the hills. 

EA Senior School Staff Rep  
Angus Tully  
(EA Staff 2004–present) 

Having taught Music at the EA since 2004, 
Angus has been Director of Music since 2017. 
Outside the EA, Angus is an enthusiastic 
choir leader and singer and is Bass Coach 
with the National Youth Choir of Scotland. 

Council Member  
Colin Cunningham (EA 1954–61) 

Colin has been a member of the Council for 
many years and continues to give welcome 
support and advice to the London branch of 
the EAC Club.

Council Member  
Chris Duncan (EA 2002–08,  
EA Staff 2014–present)  

Chris has served on the Council since 2015. 
Currently Director of Hockey at the Academy 
and Scotland U16 Hockey Coach, he studied 
Business Management at Edinburgh Napier 
University followed by a postgraduate degree 
in Sports Coaching & Performance. He played 
hockey for Scotland and, despite no longer 
playing internationally, still plays for the 
University of Edinburgh in Scotland’s  
Division 1. He enjoys spending time with  
his wife, Maggie, who he married at the 
Academy in October 2016. 

Council Member  
Anna Robertson (EA 2008–09)

Anna qualified as a solicitor in 2016. She is 
now a Procurator Fiscal Depute at the Crown 
Office and serves as Chair on the board of 
the Aberdeen Law Project, a pro bono law 
and outreach centre. Educated at Peebles 
High School, the EA and the University of 
Aberdeen, Anna is a keen sailor.

Council Member  
Hamish Campbell  
(EA 1991–2004) 

Hamish, who works as a real estate solicitor 
for Pinsent Masons, joined the Council in 
2019. He spent all of his school years at the 
Academy, leaving in 2004, and is a fourth-
generation Academical. At the EA, he was a 
keen rugby player and represented all the 
Academy’s XVs, touring Australia with the 
School in 2003; he was also a member of 
the CCF (Army) and divisional cross-country 
captain. Hamish enjoys Munro bagging  
and shooting.

Council Member  
Max Banks (EA 2002–07) 

Max is a Senior Project Manager for Currie & 
Brown, a global consultancy and management 
service provider. On leaving the EA, he 
achieved an MA at Aberdeen University and 
an MSc at Heriot-Watt University. Max is a 
keen cricketer, who played throughout his 
time at the Academy and captained the 1st XI. 
He is now Vice-Captain of the EA Cricket Club. 

EA Junior School Staff  
Sarah Boyd  
(EA Staff 2009–present) 

Sarah has been a teacher at the Junior 
School since 2009. Prior to that, she worked 
at the Bank of Scotland for 17 years. She 
attended St George’s School for Girls and 
St Andrews University. She has two children 
and her son was educated at the Academy. 
Sarah likes travelling and regularly visits 
family in various parts of the world. At 
home, she enjoys singing and has been a 
member of the School’s Choral Society for 
several years; she also enjoys hillwalking and 
exploring new areas of Scotland now that her 
children have left home! 
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BARRY WELSH  
(EA Staff 2017–present) 

Rector

s I sit and write my yearly report 
for the Senior School, and try 
to capture the many things that 
occurred in the academic year 

2019/20, I should be looking out across the 
Yards, watching diggers break the ground 
for the beginning of Phase 1 of our TO24 
Masterplan. I should be wandering over, 
in hard hat and yellow jacket, to inspect a 
rapidly widening hole and perhaps stand 
for some photo opportunity with shovel in 
hand, feigning a physical contribution to this 
historic build. It is a very different world in 
which we live now, however, and this year’s 
review will describe events unparalleled in 
the history of the School. 

I do think that the theme of ‘breaking ground’ 
is most apt when describing education. As a 
father of two boys, aged between 10 and 13, 
who require persuasion, cajoling or just plain 
force on a regular basis, I fully understand 

the importance of trying new things, 
venturing onto new ground, looking for new 
challenges and always accepting that things 
should never remain the same. The year 
2019/20 has certainly been a year like that.

When we opened in August 2019, to record-
breaking exam results, no one could have 
foreseen how the year would evolve. Autumn 
term at the Academy contains much of what 
is central to the successful running of this 
wonderful school. The term always has its 
highlights, ranging from the Division Drama 
Competition (one of the few competitions 
that allows Geits to compete alongside 
Sixths and Sevenths) to the wonderful 
Autumn Concerts that Mr Tully continues 
to put together (this year’s concert finishing 
with a West African traditional song followed 
by an Avicii number). Mr Tully is certainly 
breaking new ground with his eclectic music 
choices! The hotly competitive and superbly 

Senior School  
Report
I have been gently reminded, always with tongue 

in cheek, that the Edinburgh Academy never 

closes and yet, in my short time as Rector, I have 

managed to close the school twice! Once when 

the ‘Beast from the East’ threatened a great deal 

more than it delivered and, most recently, as a 

global pandemic swept away much of how we 

normally do things.
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online format. This was to continue for the 
entirety of the summer term with all lessons 
completed via iPad and all staff working hard 
to try and replicate, in a virtual format, so 
much of the good work we do here. It was 
certainly a challenging time for everyone but 
the School performed superbly as lockdown 
continued. That sense of breaking new 
ground, of learning new things, of working 
outside one’s comfort zone – in fact, the 
very things that we challenge our students 
to do on a daily basis – was being asked of 
everyone in the School and, indeed, of every 
individual across the UK. 

Our term ended with a virtual Exhibition, 
filmed on the steps of the Main Hall and 
attended by only three people: the two Head 
Ephors and myself. Resplendent in gown 
and hood, I gave my Exhibition speech to a 
safely-distanced camera as the occasional 
white van drove slowly past and beeped its 
horn at the peculiar events being witnessed. 
They say learning never ends. The year 
2019/20 has certainly been proof of that! 

supported Division Music Competition in 
Stockbridge Parish Church always stuns 
those lucky enough to get a seat and the 
quality of the music never fails to deliver. 

To sport then, and a damp, cold November 
morning spent on New Field (dew slowly 
seeping into my battered shoes) which 
brought us the Sesquicentenary Trophy 
Match against Merchiston. As well as 
the rugby on show, we also admired the 
competitive ‘dancing’ that seemed to 
overcome the Merchiston alumni. Half 
Haka, half Macarena, it was indeed a sight 
to behold. On the field, the 1st XV narrowly 
lost in the death throes of the match by 
knocking the ball forward after 10 minutes 
camped on the Merchiston line. Not long 
afterwards, both the 1st XI Boys’ Hockey 
and the 1st XV Rugby teams competed in 
the semi-finals of their respective Scottish 
Schools Cup competitions. Playing away in 
both games posed a disadvantage but it was 
indeed remarkable that each team should 
progress so far against their much larger 
rival Edinburgh schools. 

New Year and the celebrations of 2020 were 
quickly followed by prelim exams for our 
senior students. At that point we had no 
idea just how important those prelims would 
be, given the sudden arrival of COVID-19 
towards the end of March. During January 
and February, the most significant disruption 
occurring along Henderson Row was British 
Gas digging up the entirety of Stockbridge 
to lay new pipes. While they were happily 
breaking ground along Raeburn Place, which 
now hosts its majestic new stand, we were 
busy refurbishing the first of our Astros 
which had begun to show signs of wear – 
perhaps a good reflection of just how popular 
hockey has become at the School. At the 
same time, a triumphant Mr McFarlane was 
celebrating the building of a new spectators’ 
deck along the Fives courts – the enclosing 
of this space to protect the players from the 
cold is something he has longed for since 
playing there himself, as a pupil at the School! 

Fives remains a popular sport at the EA with 
a number of our players now holding GB 
ranking points. We welcomed the Jesters in 
January for a weekend of Fives and it was 
wonderful to see so many visitors come to 
enjoy the event. The beginning of February 
saw Mr Prosser take a very large group 
of students away to the Alps for skiing – a 
trip that coincided with stories spreading 
across Europe of the developing threat of 
COVID-19. By the time we all returned from 
half term, conversations moved rapidly from 
the enjoyment of the slopes to the advancing 
implications of lockdown. Shortly after 
welcoming Councillor Hal Osler to speak to the 
School about Edinburgh’s 2030 Development 
Plans, and celebrating a wonderful Pipe Band 
Dinner in the Balmoral Hotel in March, the 
academic year began to shift…

With a rapid acceleration of events, 20 March 
saw us sending our students home. Our 
departing Sevenths left, clacken in hand, 
to the sound of the Pipe Band playing their 
final practice in the Yards, and our spring 
term was completed from home in an 
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Nursery and  
Junior School  
Report
It will come as no surprise when I say that 2019/20 was an academic year 

like no other at the Nursery and Junior School. The word ‘unprecedented’ 

became overused but, in our case, also positively reflected several 

highlights prior to our enforced physical closure in March. 

n my ‘virtual’ Exhibition speech of 
2020, I quoted Henry Ford, “Coming 
together is a beginning, keeping 
together is progress, working 

together is success.” One area of the School 
that really came together in 2019/20, but not 
without a significant hitch, was the new Maple 
Room in the Nursery. To meet increasing 
demand for places, we decided to rip out 
an underused kitchen facility and open it as 
a third pre-school room at the start of the 
academic session. Plans were drawn up, 
contractors were appointed and allocated 
places gratefully received by parents who 
had been on the extensive waiting list for 
some time. This exciting development 
was referenced in my Exhibition speech in 
2019 but, within a week of that speech, I 
received a call to say that a significant (and 
long established) leak had been found that 
would require major remedial work before 
any new building could take place. It is a real 
testament to the staff and children in the 
Maple Room that they created a wonderful 
atmosphere and environment in the modular 
building that became their home, prior to the 
delayed grand opening of their lovely new 
room in October. 

The Nursery is a joyful place to be and, 
having spent much of last year dealing with 
the political intrigues of detrimental changes 
in nursery funding policy (subsequently 
postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak), it 
was a pleasure to be with the children and be 
reminded of why this job really is a privilege. 
Another positive addition was the Eco-cottage 

beyond the playing fields. Healthy living and 
taking responsibility for the environment play 
a big part in what we do at the School and, 
this year, we became the only independent 
Junior School in Scotland to achieve a Soil 
Association Award for our catering.

Perhaps one week in March summed up the 
Junior School as a place that gives children 
the opportunity to become well-rounded 
individuals. During that week, the children 
played rugby matches and boys’ and girls’ 
hockey tournaments; they competed in 
the Scottish Prep Schools Cross Country 
Championships, the Scottish Alpine Ski 
Championships, a swimming gala and 
the Edinburgh Schools Choir of the Year 
competition; they also continued to work 
hard in all areas of the curriculum. Not only 
did we participate, we had considerable 
success. The Scots Song Choral Trophy 
returned to the School for the second 
time in three years and the Scots Culture 
Competition saw Martha Broderick (P4) 
win all of her categories at the local Burns 
Federation competition, getting through 
to the National Finals (although these were 
sadly cancelled). Our boys’ cross country 
teams won all three of their age group 
categories with Axel Kitchin (P5) breaking the 
U10 course record against a fierce wind. The 
girls’ hockey side qualified for the later stages 
of the Mary Erskine School tournament, our 
football side won the Fife Cup for the first 
time and our most successful side across 
the whole year was the P6 boys’ rugby who 
enjoyed a 92% win rate. 

Charitable giving always plays a big part in 
our educational package and, in 2019/20, 
the Arboretum Road campus raised just 
under £10,000 for a number of good causes 
including MND Scotland and It’s Good to 
Give. A real highlight was our ‘Come as Your 
Hero Day’, inspired by the real life heroics 
of one of Miss Komori’s ex-colleagues, Mrs 
Harkins, who doubles up as a volunteer 
firefighter in Australia.

Within weeks of this busy period, we were 
forced to close as a physical entity. Only a 
skeleton staff remained on site, looking after 
the children of families with both parents 
classed as key workers. I am pleased to 
report, however, that the great strides that 
we have taken in recent years – including 
being one of the first recipients of a Digital 
Schools Award – meant that we were able to 
run a positive and fulfilling online learning 
programme for the children. The Henry Ford 
quote about togetherness was certainly to 
the fore during these irregular times but we 
come out of lockdown with a full school and 
a renewed sense of what being part of the 
Academy family is all about.

GAVIN CALDER  
(EA Staff 2011–present) 

Headteacher
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Court of Directors 
Report

MORAG MCNEILL  
(EA Court 2006–present) 

 Chair

This is my first report as Chair of 

the Court of Directors and marks 

the end of what has been one of 

the most challenging years in the 

Academy’s history. When the 

second instalment of The Clacken 

and the Slate comes to be written, 

2020 will no doubt have its own 

chapter.

should like to start by 
acknowledging the contribution 
of colleagues who have left their 
roles in the Court. I am immensely 

grateful to Ailsa Gebbie, who chaired the 
Education and Policy Committee, and 
to Bruce Beveridge, who chaired the 
Safeguarding Committee, both of whom 
stepped down in December 2019. I would 
also like to thank my predecessor, Mike 
Gregson, for his service and dedication to 
the Academy over many years. I am delighted 
that this was recognised by the Court in 
appointing him a Fellow of the Edinburgh 
Academy and I am grateful that he has agreed 
to continue as Chair of both the Foundation 
and the Eric Stevenson Trust.

While COVID-19 has had a huge impact on 
the School, the last twelve months should 
not be defined by it. Before our gates 
closed in March 2020, we had completed 
the James Clerk Maxwell Science Centre 
extension (creating two new science labs to 
accommodate increases in pupil numbers), 
had seen success in sporting and musical 
endeavours and, in December, the Court 
had approved accounts showing strong 
financial performance. The School’s roll was 
full, all waiting lists were closed and another 
excellent set of SQA and A-level results had 
been announced.

While the rhythm of the first half of the 
academic year was familiar, from March 
onwards the focus became the School’s 
response to the pandemic. Academic staff 
moved almost seamlessly to teaching online 
and I was hugely impressed (but not in 
the least surprised) by their ingenuity and 
determination, both to continue to deliver 
excellent teaching and also to provide 
pastoral support to pupils finding the new 
circumstances difficult to deal with. The level 
of ambition has been prodigious and we all 
owe a huge debt of thanks to Barry Welsh, 
Gavin Calder and the Senior Management 
Team for their calm, confident leadership.

The Court was also required to react quickly 
and I am grateful to my fellow Court members 
for their support and for making themselves 
available at short notice as we responded 
to a fast-moving situation. Our primary duty 

is to protect the School as a charity and 
its short to medium term sustainability as 
well as provide support to parents facing 
immediate and severe financial difficulties. 
The Court and its Committees moved to 
virtual meetings and our first decisions were 
to set up an emergency hardship fund, to 
provide rebates on fees for Nursery and 7ths 
pupils and to hold the level of fees for the 
current academic year; we also approved an 
increase in bursary provision to over £1m, in 
expectation of increased demand in 2020/21.
 
Other decisions were more difficult. The 
Court reluctantly decided to freeze staff 
salaries and put all non-essential spending 
on hold. In March, we were due to hold our 
annual strategy day at which the decision to 
move forward with the Learning Commons 
project would have been made. While a large 
part of the funding has been raised through 
generous donations from Academicals and 
the Eric Stevenson Trust, it still requires 
the School to take on significant bank 
borrowings to meet the total cost. The Court 
decided that it would not be prudent to do 
so until the impact of the pandemic on the 
School’s finances was clear. That said, our 
strategic intent of investing in the School’s 
infrastructure remains unchanged. As the 
global economy struggles to deal with the 
ongoing challenges of the pandemic, it is 
more important than ever that we equip our 
pupils to flourish and succeed in a changing 
world, where emerging technologies such 
as machine learning and robotics will drive 
the fourth industrial revolution. I am very 
grateful to the Academical community for 
their support of these ambitions and, if you 
feel able to contribute, details of how to do so 
are set out on page 10 and the back cover of 
this magazine.

As I write, the School has reopened with 
a full roll, following weeks of planning and 
preparation to ensure we are compliant with 
all relevant guidance. Sadly, there are some 
things we still cannot do, but I hope it is not 
too long before we can come together to 
make music once again. I suspect there will 
be some bumps in the road during the year 
ahead but I am confident that the Academy 
will emerge stronger than ever.
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he main activity of the Development Office, 
during 2019/20, has been researching, 
asking and thanking donors for contributing 
to the School’s fundraising priorities. Our 

principal focus has been on helping the School to raise 
funds for the proposed extension to the Library and 
the James Clerk Maxwell Science Centre, in anticipation 
of the bicentenary of the founding of the Edinburgh 
Academy in 2024 – the TO24 Campaign. Increased 
building costs have led to the Campaign target rising 
from £4.4m to £4.6m and, to date, over £3.5 million has 
been raised through philanthropic giving.

We greatly appreciate the guidance, support and 
encouragement of the Chair and Directors of the 
Edinburgh Academy Foundation and, while most donors 
are Accies, we have been encouraged by the support 
also shown by parents and by private trusts. In addition 
to traditional donations (many of which are enhanced 
through tax reclaimed through the Gift Aid scheme), 
the Foundation has welcomed substantial donations of 
shares as well as some legacies. 

The Court of Directors remains committed to the new 
building works and we hope that the TO24 Campaign 
will continue to attract generous support to assist its 
completion. The need for financial assistance for able 
pupils who could not otherwise attend the School is 
greater than ever, so we will also continue to encourage 
donations to the Bursary Fund. Much of what has been 
achieved at the Edinburgh Academy has been made 
possible as a result of the thoughtfulness and generosity 
of individuals who have left legacy gifts in their wills, for 
which we are truly grateful.

Development 
Office Report

GILES DOVE  
 Director of Development  

& Alumni Relations

development@edinburghacademy.org.uk       

 +44 (0)131 624 4958

To receive further information about supporting 
the TO24 Campaign or to speak to a member of 
our fundraising team in the Development & Alumni 
Relations Office about our Bursary Fund or Annual 
Fund, or about leaving a gift in your will, please 
contact us at:

Contact



SCHOOL REPORTS 

11THE ACADEMICAL / 29

Grateful thanks
The School is grateful to all those who have made gifts through the Edinburgh Academy Foundation 
during our 2019/20 financial year, contributing to the TO24 Campaign, the Bursary Fund and the Annual 
Fund. Please note that donations made prior to, or after, the financial year under review are also much 
appreciated but are not included here. If there are any omissions or errors in the following list, please 
accept the School’s apologies and notify the Development & Alumni Relations Office accordingly.

Mr Stuart Aiken
Mr Ross Allan
Mr Ronald Ballantyne
Dr Iain Bartholomew
Dr Andrew Betts-Brown
The Binks Trust
Mr Michael Blair
Mr Norman Brow
Major Allan Cameron
Mr Kenneth Campbell
Mr John Chalmers
Mr Tony Cook
Mr Rob Cowie
Dr Walter Davidson
Mr Allan Davis
Mr Noel de Jongh
Dr John de Villers
Dr Hugh Dinwoodie
Mr David Douglas
Mr Peter Dow
Mr Hugh Dunn
Mr Tony Dyer
Mr Ronnie Dykstra
Lord Kingarth (Derek Emslie)
Professor Henry Fairweather
Mr John Fleming
Group Captain Douglas Foster
Sir Charles & Lady Fraser
Mr Simon Fraser
Mr Crawford Gillies
Mr David Gracie
Mr Drysdale Graham

Mr Hutchison Grant
Mr Robert Greenshields
 Mr Michael Gregson &  
Mrs Alison Gregson
Mr Stuart Guild
Mr Andrew Hamilton-Meikle
Mr Michael Harrington
Mr Graeme Hartop
Mr James Douglas Home
The Rt Hon Lord Hope of Craighead
Captain James Hunter
Dr Alastair Jackson
Mr Gavin Johnston
Lady Jane Kaplan
Mr Andrew Kerr
Mr Arnott Kidd
Dr Chris Kinchin
Mr Nick Kuenssberg
Professor Ian Kunkler
Miss Catriona Laing
Mr Alistair Law
Mr Robert Lawrence
Mr Alan Leishman
Mr Nat Le Roux
Mr Marco Longmore
Mr Roy Lorrain-Smith
Mr Alastair MacAulay
Mr David Macdonald
Mr Colin MacGregor
Mr Simon Mackintosh
Mr John Marshall
Mr Neil Marshall

Mr Paul Maxwell
Mr Campbell McAulay
Mr Ronald McAulay
Dr David McFarlane
Dr Kenneth McIntosh
Mr Andrew McMillan
Mr George Menzies
The late Mr David Miller
Mr James Miller
Mr Roger Miller ( Jean & Roger  
Miller Charitable Trust)
Mr Douglas Moffat
Dr Iain Murray-Lyon
Mr Nicholas Parker
Sir Bruce Pattullo
Professor Ian Percy
Mr William Reed
Mr Nigel Reid
The Rev’d Dr David Renwick
Mr James Robertson
Mr John Rowan
The late Rev’d Professor William Shaw
Mr Ronnie Sloan
Mr Iain Smith
The Eric H Stevenson Charitable Trust
Peter & Susie Stevenson
Mr Angus Tod
Mr Barry Welsh
Mr Will Whitehorn
Mr Victor Wood

Grateful remembrance

The late Miss Griselda Fyfe
The late Major Lenox Jamieson
The late Mr R Ian Kinnear

We would also like to take this opportunity to remember, 
with gratitude, the following individuals whose legacies 
were realised in 2019/20.
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When interviewing the MacLean brothers, the title of Jerome K 

Jerome’s book, published in 1889, pops with irritating persistence into 

one’s head. It’s a humorous account of three friends on a two-week 

boating holiday, travelling from Kingston Upon Thames to Oxford. 130 

years later, Ewan, Jamie and Lachlan’s story is one of three brothers with 

the determination, resilience and sheer courage to take on the Talisker 

Whisky Atlantic Challenge. They became the first three brothers to row 

any ocean, the youngest trio to row the Atlantic Ocean and the fastest 

trio to row the Atlantic Ocean. Each story has three men and each story 

has a boat… but there the similarity ends. The title, however, remains. 

After a brief chat about whisky, we begin at the beginning.

What made you decide to take on the Talisker Challenge? 

LACHLAN “Good question! After school, I did a big cycling trip across Europe with 
a friend and I think that opened the door to the idea of endurance sport. We all 
share an adventurous spirit – that’s been there from a young age – we’ve always 
enjoyed being outdoors and exploring places. I saw the advertisement for the 
TWAC and every part of me went, ‘That would be amazing!’”

JAMIE “Our grandfather built a tiny wee cottage up in Assynt so, from a very young 
age, we’d spend our holidays up there – no phone reception, no house phone, no 
TV, wifi or anything so we needed to entertain ourselves by other means. It’s right 
on the coast so we had a little dinghy, a little sailing boat, a few kayaks. But none of 
us had done any rowing until last year.”

EWAN “We’d always liked the idea of sailing across the Atlantic but didn’t know 
how we would make that a reality. When we found out about this rowing race, that 
really drew us in.”

LACHLAN “Then it snowballed. Jamie was responsible for signing us up and we 
joke that some siblings sign each other up for a 10km but rowing the Atlantic was 
upping the stakes! And as soon as you tell people about it, you’ve got to do it. The 
initial reaction was, ‘That’s ridiculous!’ People thought it was unrealistic and that 
spurred us on – we’re all pretty stubborn so there was definitely an element of 
proving people wrong.”
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EWAN 
(EA 2007–10)

JAMIE
(EA 2009–12)

LACHLAN
(EA 2010–16)

“… IT’S LIKE YOU’RE IN A VIDEO GAME, 
GOING DOWN 20 FOOT WAVES IN 

AN OVERSIZED SURF BOARD 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

ATLANTIC!” 
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What inspired your fundraising?

JAMIE “After registering we discovered that 
teams in the past had raised up to £80K. We 
realised the race had to be bigger than us 
and we spent a month or so meeting lots of 
great causes. Lachlan was in Madagascar after 
school and wanted us to meet Jamie Spencer, 
the founder of Feedback Madagascar. He’s an 
incredibly passionate and enthusiastic guy. We 
didn’t want to just raise money and hand over 
a cheque, we wanted to get involved in the 
charity and could tell instantly after meeting 
Jamie that that would be the case. We chose 
Children 1st quite simply because of realising 
how fortunate and privileged we were to even 
be able to do this race, how good a childhood 
we’d had and how good an education we’d had 
at the Academy. It’s about giving something to 
children who don’t have that solid foundation 
in the early years of their lives.”

How did you tackle your training?

EWAN “I’m in Bristol, Lachlan in Edinburgh 
and Jamie in Glasgow so we’re a bit spread 
out but we followed a training programme 
set out by Gus Barton. He’s rowed the 

So what were the biggest challenges you 
faced during the row? 

LACHLAN “Probably the first 24 hours! We’d 
spent a whole year putting everything into 
this so our biggest fear was to get out there 
and really not enjoy it. At the beginning of the 
race there were pretty big waves and it was 
really windy so we were thrown right in at 
the deep end. Jamie and Ewan were seasick 
so couldn’t go into the cabin and we were all 
sitting on deck. I remember leaning on the 
forward cabin, looking at Jamie being sick 
over the side and thinking “Is this going to be 
it for the next forty days? Have we made a 
really big mistake?””

JAMIE “The days are like rollercoasters – 
moments of desperation and moments 
of exhilaration, up and down throughout. 
It can depend on as little as forgetting to 
hydrate or eat. Around Christmas it was a 
bit tough but the remaining three weeks, 
once we were into the swing of things, were 
really amazing; knowing we could sustain 
it and that it was going to be an incredible 
experience.”

Atlantic and is currently rowing around 
Britain and he’s the only ocean-rowing-
specific personal trainer who has a nine-
month programme tailored to taking on this 
kind of challenge. Five days a week we did 
up to two-hour training sessions – a lot of 
time in the gym but absolutely necessary. 
On top of that we had training on the water 
as soon as we got the boat, that’s probably 
the most valuable – drills, rowing techniques, 
hours on the oars and firming up our hands. 
We had ocean rowers help with tips and 
advice and take us out on training sessions 
and we went out to Chamonix to train with 
multi-sport athlete Chloe Lanthier too. She’s 
really experienced and really knows her stuff 
in terms of diet and all the other things you 
need to make sure you’ve addressed.”

LACHLAN “We were predominantly running 
with Chloe but we did this session where we 
spoke about all the things we were scared of 
and worried about. The obvious ones were 
one of us going overboard, losing one of your 
brothers, going over yourself – but sleep 
deprivation was another of our biggest fears.”

“THE ACADEMY TEACHES YOU TO PUSH FOR 
EXCELLENCE… DEFINITELY A TRAIT THAT ALL THREE 

OF US HAVE TAKEN AWAY.”
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LACHLAN “The physical challenge is huge 
– you are knackered, your body goes into 
this weird state of survival and none of your 
cuts are healing up, but the psychological 
element is the hardest bit. Not giving up but 
keeping going while you’re in this delirious 
state and hallucinating. I was sleep walking 
one night which wasn’t great – Ewan found 
me on deck...”

EWAN “… a bit of a scary one – he didn’t 
have his harness on – and that was one 
of my biggest fears, one of us going over, 
particularly at night when only one person 
is on the oars. There were two low points 
for me when Lachlan became ill and then 
shortly afterwards when Jamie became ill. 
But we’re brothers so we look out for each 
other and step up to make sure the one who 
needs support is getting it. We worked as a 
team absolutely constantly – if you’re making 
water you make water for everyone, you 
make food for each other, you check people 
are hydrating properly.”

And the biggest highs?
EWAN “Because it’s really tough breaking 
through those low points, it frames the 
high points. Sunrises and sunsets were 
breathtakingly beautiful – they really 
invigorate you. And our conversations were 
incredible.”

LACHLAN “The last week was great – when 
you’ve got good winds behind you it’s like 
you’re in a video game, going down 20 foot 
waves in an oversized surf board in the 
middle of the Atlantic!”

“THE DAYS ARE LIKE 
ROLLERCOASTERS 

– MOMENTS OF 
DESPERATION 

AND MOMENTS 
OF EXHILARATION, 

UP AND DOWN 
THROUGHOUT.”

How did the experience impact on your 
relationship as brothers?
EWAN “We had a couple of priorities and 
one of those was to enjoy it – that was 
the top priority really – if at any point the 
relationship between the three of us got 
compromised, we would stop and do 
whatever was required to change that.”

LACHLAN “One of the best things was, 
by the end of the race, we’d talked about 
everything – our aspirations, the future, our 
childhoods. When you start, most teams 
want to win their class or break a record but I 
think that’s going down the wrong route. We 
got the speed record but, in my head, that’s 
not the most important thing. Coming out of 
it stronger as a trio than when we started is 
what counts.”

JAMIE “While we were still on the row, we 
were discussing what might be next. We 
know, with absolute clarity, there will be 
something else – an endurance challenge 
or working with each other in a business. 
When we came back we knew this was the 
beginning of something rather then the end.”

Do you think your time at the Academy 
and any of the teachers played a part in 
your completing this challenge?

JAMIE & LACHLAN (in unison): Mr Gray of 
the Pipe Band! He’s a legend.

EWAN “Mike Bryce and Donny Lowe come 
to mind – also Simon Mair. There was a 
rumour that he ran a marathon and broke 
his leg halfway through and kept on going! 
He was just so passionate about English and 
everything else – he put everything he had 
into what he was doing.”

JAMIE “I was with Mr Appleson for a number 
of years in rugby training and athletics. He 
was a masochist! But he taught me the value 
of pushing myself well beyond what I thought 

was physically possible – once to the point 
that I was actually sick!”

LACHLAN “I remember you telling us that 
during the row when things were really 
tough! I think for me it was Miss Hennessy – 
she’s a stalwart – she was always very honest 
with you and you could trust that she was 
telling you what she actually thought and 
would always be supportive.”

JAMIE “The Academy came on board as one 
of our major sponsors and Barry Welsh was 
instrumental in that. We didn’t know him 
at school as we had left before he became 
Rector but Lachlan sent him an email and  
he invited us in to have a chat. He was a  
total delight.”

LACHLAN “I think the School was really 
instrumental in us not only wanting to do 
the row but having the self belief to take it 
on – the hunger for trying new things. The 
relationship we had with all the teachers – 
not just teaching their subject but taking an 
interest in you as an individual – that’s what 
gives you that feeling of self belief so the 
School was huge in the whole process.”

EWAN “The Academy teaches you to push 
for excellence – and one of the biggest 
things for us, during the entire process, was 
to do every element as well as we possibly 
could. From the training to the row itself to 
the videos we made to raise money. That 
definitely comes from the relationship you 
have with the teachers, the passion they 
have for their subject and the way they 
inspire all the pupils. Pushing for excellence 
is definitely a trait that all three of us have 
taken away.”

To support Broar’s ongoing fundraising for 
Children 1st and Feedback Madagascar, 
please visit www.broar.co.uk and  
click the donate button!

Name of team  Broar

Name of boat   
SS2 (aka. Silly Sausage  
the Second)

Starting point   
La Gomera,  
Canary Islands  
(12 December 2019)

Finishing point   
Antigua, Caribbean  
(16 January 2020) 

Nautical miles covered 
3,000

Time at sea  35 days, 
9 hours, 9 minutes

Size of boat  28ft 

World records broken  3

Money raised for charity 
£120,000 plus £68,000 
from sales of MacLean’s 
Pillage and MacLean’s 
Spillage



FLYING EXPERIENCE  REQUIRED
What are your memories of being at the Academy?
I particularly remember friendships I developed and still have to this 
day – a whole set including Guy Peploe (EA 1965–77), Neil McIndoe  
(EA 1966–77), Graeme Glen (EA 1964–77), James Kydd (EA 1970–77), 
Gordon Boyd (EA 1968–78), Donald Waterman (EA 1965–76) and 
Hamish McDonald (EA 1965–77). I was a funny cove at school – not 
sporty at all – and I had quite a bad stammer, which the School really 
helped me to cope with. Once I could read and write, I devoured 
books. I found Maths tricky but loved English and History and won 
prizes in those subjects in my last year. I liked most of my teachers and 
remember being part of the first wave of change as the School moved 
to co-ed. Four girls arrived in 1975, when I was 15 – that was great! 

I wrote a magazine called the EA Journal with David Brown  
(EA 1965–78). We were 11 or 12 and in the Geits. I’d forgotten about 
it until David brought copies to a reunion recently. It was fascinating 
to realise that it pre-empted my entire business career! In it, I wrote 
a series of articles designing a train, a plane, a car and a spaceship 
of the future… and pretty much ended up doing all of these things 
during my 25 years with Virgin.

How and when did your career begin?
My whole life has been one of great luck and great adventure and I 
really have the School to thank for that. I’m fascinated by industrial 
history, economics, engineering, physics – all of those things ended 
up coming together because I was a mad keen historian at school. 
I have the history teachers to thank for that and for helping me 
learn new ways to think. Partly because I was trying to overcome my 
stammer, I had to compartmentalise my brain a bit and that helped 
me at university too. I studied History and Economics at Aberdeen 
and when I left – after a year as President of the Student Union – it 
was 1981, the year of mass youth unemployment. My father, a WW2 
veteran, had recently died and I needed a job. One came up that said 
‘flying experience required’. As an RAF cadet in the CCF, when I was 
16 I learned to fly Chipmunks at Turnhouse, now Edinburgh Airport 
– so I applied. I ended up working in search and rescue in the North 
Sea for three years, flying Chinooks to the oilrigs for British Airways 
Helicopters. I’m now on the board of the RAF, chairing their Technology 
and Innovation Committee.

Take us from flying helicopters to space travel!
A graduate traineeship with Thomas Cook took me all over the 
world – I burnt travellers’ cheques in Nigeria during the political coup 
and worked on a game farm in Kenya. Then, after a few months in 
banking, I was head hunted by Virgin to work in investor relations – 
that’s how I ended up working with Richard. It was 1987 and I’d found 
my natural home. A home for the clinically insane with a reasonable 
brain! It was fascinating working with Richard – we worked really well 

From flying search 

and rescue Chinooks 

in the North Sea 

for British Airways 

Helicopters to being 

Richard Branson’s 

right hand man as President of Virgin 

Galactic, the sky has never been the 

limit for Will Whitehorn (EA 1965–77). 

Will Whitehorn is President of UKspace, Vice President of 
the Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transport and a non-
exec director of AAC Clyde Space and the Royal Air Force 
Main Board. He is Chairman of Scottish Event Campus 
Ltd, Craneware PLC and Good Energy PLC, and a Fellow of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society. A skilled and sought after 
keynote speaker, in what little ‘spare time’ he has, Will 
keeps bees and restores very old cars – in fact, he still has 
the motorbike he had at school (paid for by working on a 
building site). He sleeps for five and a half hours a night,  
is awake by 6am and has read all the papers by 7am.
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“INNOVATION 
IS NOT ABOUT 
TECHNOLOGY 
BUT ABOUT A 

BUSINESS PLAN 
– HOW YOU PUT 

SOMETHING IN 
PLACE TO MAKE 

PEOPLE’S LIVES 
BETTER.”

FLYING EXPERIENCE  REQUIRED
together and I was known as his right hand 
man. Working in that atmosphere – that 
hothouse of entrepreneurialism – I certainly 
got to fulfill my dreams but it was deeply 
stressful too, you end up with a 24/7  
working life.

I spent 25 years with Virgin working on 
large-scale projects including the Pendolino 
train and the world’s most advanced plane, 
using carbon composites it can fly around 
the world on one tank of fuel. As President 
of Virgin Galactic, I was working in America 
a lot – that’s where the business ended 
up being put together and where the 
spaceship was being designed. I needed to 
move to America permanently to take the 
business to the commercial stage because 
of regulations – in effect, we were building 
an intercontinental ballistic missile – but I 
didn’t want to so, stepped away and brought 
in George Whitesides, ex Chief of Staff at 
NASA, to take over. At my leaving drinks in 
2011, I predicted that Virgin Galactic would 
be bigger than Virgin Atlantic one day and 
everyone laughed. Recently, Richard sold a 
$400m stake in Virgin Galactic to bail out 
Virgin Atlantic and, on the US Stock Market 
today, Galactic is worth more than the entire  
Virgin empire!

Does a passion for innovation drive you?
Innovation is what I was brought into Virgin 
to do: “Go and do this, go and run with that.” 
At 30, I was the youngest non-exec director 
on London and Continental Railways, who 
were building the Channel Tunnel Rail Link – 
but I was the one pushing things and saying 
“We can make the Euro Star do this and do 
that.” Everyone else was much older so they 
either found me intensely annoying or they 
quite liked it.

To me, innovation is not about technology 
but about a business plan – how you put 
something in place to make people’s lives 
better – that’s what I love about the non-
exec work I do now; I get approached by 
interesting people to do interesting things. 
Good Energy PLC are doing really good 
stuff – contributing something to society. 
We’ve got Britain’s first electric car app, we’re 
pushing the home generation of electricity, 
and we’ve got wind farms and solar panels. 
I’m also Chair of an Edinburgh-based 
medical company called Craneware PLC, 
who combine financial and medical software 
to deliver better patient outcomes, and I’m 
a non-exec director of AAC Clyde Space in 
Glasgow who build nano-satellites – little 
cube satellites. And of course, in September 
2019, I became President of UKspace.

So space really is the future?
At school I loved science fiction – thank you 
(again!) Edinburgh Academy for introducing 
me to George Orwell and H G Wells – it 
showed me that there is a future and it’s 
out there beyond this bubble we live in now. 
Space is a huge industry today – 50,000 
people and $5bn in export – Britain is one of 
the world’s leading satellite manufacturers, 
which few people realise. Technology is going 
to be crucial to solving the environmental 
riddle that people find so hard to understand; 
the environmental issues we face as our 
population goes from 7.8 billion today to 10 
billion before it begins to level off. In order 
to feed that many people, we must adopt 
technological solutions and one of the best 
is to industrialise in space. 

Server farms, usually run on oil and coal 
gas, and burning energy in California, are 
now the biggest single source of CO2 in 
the atmosphere. All of that can be put into 
space. In the UK, for example, satellite 
broadband will help to improve rural 
broadband so, rather than building cables 
underground and overhead, space is the 
solution. We’re currently heading for the 
biggest economic crisis the world has faced 
since the ‘big freeze’ – the mini ice age of 
1709 – it took three to four years to recover 
from that and even world wars don’t have 
that effect. I’m not a political person but I 
want the Government, not individual parties, 
to do things together and I engage with 
Government on behalf of the space industry. 
One of the things we have to do is reshape 
energy positively in this country.

What’s next for you – and for the planet?
I’m determined, in the latter years of my 
working life, to do something about the fact 
that you don’t get government ministers or 
civil servants thinking in a joined up way and 
you don’t get people understanding the laws 
of unintended consequences for decisions 
that they take. This is the societal problem 
that we now face and a lack of polymathic 
thinking is one of our biggest challenges – it’s 
also one of the things that the internet 
and social media have brought about and, 
potentially, it’s a disaster. In his book, The 
Wealth of Nations, the economist Adam 
Smith (neither a capitalist nor a socialist!) 
referred, back in 1776, to the ‘hidden hand’ 
as the way individuals make decisions that 
end up leading the market economy. His 
economic models were based on the idea of 
‘perfect information’, which he knew, back 
then, human beings simply didn’t have. For 
the world economy to work, his vision was a 
future where you had perfect information. 

When the internet revolution happened,  
a lot of economists said we were reaching 
the age of perfect information but in fact 
what’s happened is we’ve got perfect 
distribution of information but the 
information itself is rubbish. 

UKspace has been recommending that 
the UK Government form a national space 
council with all the different ministers from 
all the different departments creating a 
national space strategy. This is crucially 
important to our survival as a nation and 
the National Space Council has now been 
formed, with its first meeting chaired by 
Boris Johnson in October. I’m talking with 
lots of people and see like-mindedness in 
the tech and futures business community 
– urgent problems need cooperation and 
this can’t be partisan. Technology has the 
capacity to address those problems but we 
don’t educate and we’ve damaged our ability 
to live in the environment. Once we’re gone, 
the environment will recover – COVID-19 
has shown us what we need to do. I love 
aeroplanes but they aren’t a key part of 
the future and neither are server farms. 
If we can fully understand the impact of 
limiting environmental damage through 
industrialisation in space, then we have a 
great future as a species. 



18 W W W.EDINBURGHACADEMY.ORG .UK

his must be one of the most 
fertile periods of Academical 
writing. D’Arcy Wentworth 
Thompson (EA Staff 1852–64) 

was a most innovative teacher, ahead of 
his time and utterly inspirational, and both 
Robert Louis Stevenson and Andrew Lang 
fell under his influence. His son, also D’Arcy 
Wentworth Thompson (EA 1870–77), arrived 
at the School after his father left for Queen’s 
College, Galway. Through young Thompson’s 
‘Eureka Club’, three boys who sparked off 
each other’s imaginations, William Herdman, 
Diarmid Noel Paton and John Scott Haldane, 
all became distinguished scientists and 
writers. But let’s start at the beginning… 

Henry Noel Shore (EA 1856–58) (later 
Lord Teignmouth) attended the Academy 
in the Geits and IInds. His grandfather had 
been Governor General of India, and Henry 
joined the Royal Navy in 1861 as a cadet on 
HMS Britannia. Fifteen years later, he was 
First Lieutenant on HMS Lapwing when she 
was wrecked on Changsang Island, China, 
inspiring him to write about the ship’s rescue 
and her voyages in China, Formosa and 
Japan in The Flight of the Lapwing (1881). In 
1880, Henry married Mary Aglionby Porteus, 
and of their three children, two joined 
the Indian Civil Service and one became a 
commander in the Royal Navy but was killed 
at the Battle of Jutland. Latterly, Henry was a 
member of the Cornish Coastguard. Listening 

law nor the family’s engineering empire 
engaged him. Storytelling ran in his veins 
and his works are, of course, legion. His 
travel books include An Inland Voyage (1878) 
and Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes 
(1879) while his adventure stories include 
Treasure Island (1882), Kidnapped (1886) and 
its sequel, Catriona (1893). Stevenson wrote 
murder-mysteries, New Arabian Nights (1882) 
and Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886), as well as 
poetry and verse, A Child’s Garden of Verses 
(1885) and Underwoods (1887) and he also 
wrote non-fiction, The Pentland Rising (1865) 
and Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin (1887). In 1880, 
Stevenson married Fanny Osbourne and, 
in 1890, they moved to Vailima in Samoa, 
where he died on 3 December 1894. Gifted 
to the School on Tony Cook’s retirement, 
the Academy Archives now hold a copy of 
R L Stevenson’s first book, An Inland Voyage 
(1878), in which his wife Fanny painted 
a beautiful picture to commemorate its 
publication.

John Frederick Rowbotham (EA 1858–64)
was a classmate of Robert Louis Stevenson 
in the Geits and IInds and left from the Vths 
to complete his education at Rossall School, 
winning a scholarship to Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he studied Classics and was 
awarded a Taylorian Scholarship in Italian. 
John also studied music, first at Oxford, then 
at the Stern Conservatory, Berlin, and later in 
Paris, Dresden and Vienna. A prolific writer 
on music, his works include The History of 
Music (three volumes, 1885–87), The Private 
Life of the Great Composers (1892), The History 
of the Troubadours (1894) and The Romance of 
Music (1903). Perhaps it was his time at the 
Academy that gave him an obsession with 
Homer, encouraging him to publish some 
of his own ‘epic’ verse, including The Epic of 
Charlemagne (1888), The Human Epic (1891), 
The Epic of London (1908) and The Epic of God 
and the Devil (1911) all under the moniker of 
‘Rowbotham, the Modern Homer’. His novels 
include A Love Out of Tune (1897) and The 
God Horus (1897). Rowbotham was ordained 
in 1890 and held livings in several English 
parishes before moving to Sutton Cheney in 
1916, where he died in 1925.

Following the early decades covered 

in Part 1, in last year’s The Academical, 
authors Tony Cook (EA 1951–61; EA 

Staff 1975–2003) and Alan Fyfe  

(EA 1957–69; EA Staff 2006–12)  

now tackle the next forty years, 

focusing on EA literary greats who 

attended the School during the 

second half of the 19th century  

and whose literary output extends  

up to 1945.

OUR
LEGACY

literary
ACADEMICAL AUTHORS PART 2      l      FIN DE SIÈCLE

to locals’ stories, he wrote Smuggling Days 
and Smuggling Ways (1891) and Old Foye Days 
(1896) and said of smuggling that although 
“it contributed… little to the exchequer” it 
caused “the greatest happiness… in days 
gone by”! His other publications included 
How Glasgow Ceased to Flourish (1884) and 
Three Pleasant Springs in Portugal (1899) and, 
as a proficient artist, he exhibited paintings in 
the RSA and elsewhere.

Andrew Lang  (EA 1854–61) and his five 
brothers were all at the Academy. Andrew 
boarded with D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson, 
who made a tremendous impression on 
him, stirring his imagination and focusing his 
intellect. He completed his education at St 
Andrews University and Glasgow University, 
earning the Snell Exhibition to Balliol College, 
Oxford, and moved to London to become 
a journalist. Lang wrote books on history, 
mythology, anthropology and literature as 
well as translating Homer’s Illiad and Odyssey. 
He is perhaps best known today for his 
collection of children’s books; the beautifully 
illustrated Blue Fairy Book (1889) became a 
classic while his Red Fairy Book (1890) revived 
the popularity of fairy tales. Interestingly, 
Lang had given the first Gifford Lecture at 
St Andrews in 1888 and, half a century later, 
Tolkien gave one on fairy stories, clearly 
inspired by Lang’s work! No subject was 
beyond Lang’s scope – Joan of Arc, Walter 
Scott, John Knox, Tennyson, Prince Charlie 
and Mary Queen of Scots – he wrote a 
four-volume History of Scotland (1899–1904) 
and a History of English Literature (1912). Our 
archives tell us that Lang returned to the 
School to make a magnificent speech at the 
opening of the new Academy Library in 1900.

Robert Louis Stevenson (EA 1861–63)  
is perhaps the best known of this edition’s 
library of Academical authors, Stevenson 
joined D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson’s class 
at the Academy in the Geits but, suffering 
from poor health, left from the IInds and 
after travelling with his family joined Robert 
Thomson’s private school in Frederick Street. 
He studied law at Edinburgh University, 
becoming an advocate in 1875, but neither 

The authors would like to acknowledge 
The Edinburgh Academy Register 1824–1914 
(The Edinburgh Academical Club 1914) as 
a constant source of reference as well as 
the Dictionary of Composers for the Church 
in Great Britain and Ireland and websites 
including Wikipedia, statues.vanderkrogt.
net and robert-louis-stevenson.org.
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Wallace Martin Lindsay (EA 1867–74)
was born in 1858. A son of the manse, 
Lindsay joined Mr Carmichael’s class in the 
Geits and left as Dux, having won prizes for 
Modern Languages and Classics. He won 
an Exhibition to Glasgow University, where 
he continued to win medals and prizes, 
graduating MA in 1877. From there, he went 
up to Balliol College, Oxford, graduating 
BA in 1881 and MA in 1885. After a year as 
Assistant to the Professor of Humanity at 
Edinburgh University, he returned to Oxford 
for a further 15 years before taking his final 
appointment as Professor of Humanity at St 
Andrews University. As a Latin teacher, he 
published The Latin Language (1894), Short 
Historical Latin Grammar (1895) and Handbook 
of Latin Inscriptions (1897) and, as a scholar, 
he worked on texts of Plautus, Marcellus and 
Martialis, publishing, among other works, 
The Codex Turnebi of Plautus (1898), Nonius 
Marcellus’ Dictionary (1901) and The Ancient 
Editions of Martial (1903). Awarded honorary 
degrees by the universities of Glasgow 
(LLD), Heidelberg (PhD) and Dublin (LittD), in 
1914 Lindsay was elected a Corresponding 
Member of l’Institut de France. 

D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson (EA 1870–77)
was born four years before his father left 
the Academy for the Chair of Greek at 
Queen’s College, Galway. His mother died a 
week after his birth so he lived in Edinburgh 
with an aunt, enabling him to attend the 
Academy. Here, he was instrumental in 
gathering together a group of Academy 
boys that included John Scott Haldane, 
William Herdman and Diarmid Noel Paton to 
explore science in their own ‘Eureka Club’. 
He excelled in Classics and Mathematics, 
studied Science at Cambridge and, aged just 
24, was appointed Professor of Biology first 
at Dundee University and then at St Andrews 
University, holding an academic chair for an 
extraordinary 64 years. Thompson wrote 
over 300 scientific articles and books but is 
best known for On Growth and Form (1917) 
in which he established a mathematical 
structure to biology, emphasising the role 
of physical laws and mechanics in evolution. 

Sir Peter Medawar (1960 Nobel Laureate 
in Medicine) described it as “the finest 
work of literature in the annals of science 
that has ever been recorded in the English 
tongue.” He also wrote Glossary of Greek 
Birds (1895) and Greek Fishes (1945). While in 
Dundee, Thompson worked with whalers, 
producing literature on whaling, fisheries and 
oceanography.

Three members of Thompson’s ‘Eureka Club’ 
at the Academy – John Scott Haldane, William 
Herdman and Diarmid Noel Paton – along 
with Thompson himself, all became Fellows 
of the Royal Society and, even after leaving 
school, their lives and work continued to 
intertwine.

John Scott Haldane (EA 1870–76) was 
famed for his intrepid self-experimentation, 
leading to discoveries about the human body 
and the nature of gases. He investigated 
the causes of mining disasters, shutting 
himself in chambers with potentially lethal 
cocktails of gases to gauge their effect 
on mind and body. During the Great War, 
Kitchener sent him to the Front to identify 
the gas used by the Germans, and he 
designed the first respirator as a result. 
He wrote The Philosophical Basis of Biology 
(1930), The Philosophy of a Biologist (1935) 
and, together with J G Priestley, Respiration 
(1935). D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson invited 
him to move to Dundee in 1884 and together 
they organised a laboratory study on the 
pathological living conditions in Dundee 
slums, going out at night to take air samples 
from the poorer areas. They were both 
determined to improve the lot of more 
disadvantaged members of society.

William Herdman (EA 1870–75) became a 
great marine zoologist and oceanographer. 
He started his working life as a geologist, 
studying at Edinburgh University under 
Sir Archibald Geikie, before becoming an 
assistant to Sir Charles Wyville Thomson and 
exploring the world’s oceans as Secretary to 
the Challenger Expedition. This confirmed 
him as an outstanding marine zoologist and 

he wrote Founders of Oceanography and their 
Work: an Introduction to the Science of the Sea 
(1923). He also wrote a five-volume report 
on Pearl Fisheries in Ceylon and a three-
volume treatise on the Tunicata. Many of his 
publications were under the imprint of the 
Liverpool Biological Society, after Herdman 
was appointed to the Derby Chair of Natural 
History at Liverpool University.

Diarmid Noel Paton (EA 1872–77) went to 
Edinburgh University, then Paris and Vienna, 
before returning to Scotland as Regius 
Professor of Physiology at the University of 
Glasgow. His pioneering work on metabolism 
and nutrition, investigating the diets of 
working people, led to his writing over 90 
academic papers and publishing several 
textbooks including Essentials of Human 
Physiology for Medical Students (1903) and 
Essentials of Physiology for Veterinary Students 
(1908). He also wrote several entries for 
Encyclopaedia Britannica under headings 
including ‘Fever’, ‘Metabolic Diseases’ and 
‘Nutrition’. Paton published A Study on the 
Diet of the Labouring Classes in Edinburgh 
(1900) highlighting the mutual interest 
that he, Thompson and Haldane shared in 
improving the lives of those in the poorest 
sections of society.

There are, of course, far more writers than 
we have the space for here. John Campbell, 
Marquis of Lorne (EA 1858–59) wrote The 
Books of Psalms: Literally Rendered in Verse 
(1877) and his version of Psalm 121 has 
been sung for many years at the Academy 
Exhibition. Walter Raleigh (EA 1876–77) 
wrote extensively on many British writers, 
notably publishing an essay on Robert Louis 
Stevenson in the year following the author’s 
death. And finally, Lord Ronald Gower 
(EA 1859–60), a biographer, also designed 
and modelled the Shakespeare monument, 
presented to the town of Stratford-on-Avon 
in 1888. 

An illustration by Henry Noel Shore for 
 The Flight of the Lapwing 

An early cover of Andrew 
Lang’s Blue Fairy Book

D’Arcy Wentworth Thompson lecturing  
at St Andrews 
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lives
THESE
SPORTING

Sport has been central to Academy 

life since the School was founded 

nearly two centuries ago and, in this 

year’s News from the Archive, Honorary 

Archivist, Andrew McMillan, explores 

the rise in EA sport during the 1850s. 

Here, we fast-forward by 170 years 

to a very different sporting landscape. 

Alice Loudon (EA 2007–09), Georgina 

Usher (EA 1988–90), Phoebe Traquair 

(EA 2017–18) and  Jasmine Banks 

(EA 2008–16) tell us about their 

sporting lives, explain how their time 

at the Academy helped to frame and 

support their ambitions, and share their 

thoughts on gender equality on the 

track, strip, arena and pitch.

“I had a brilliant time at the Academy and I think I took the 
opportunity to join almost every extra-curricular club available. At 
the time I didn’t realise how fortunate we were to have so much 
choice. Trips to Sorrento, New York and Skye, organised by the Music 
and Art departments, were particular highlights for me.

I was a good runner as a youngster and, although my athletics coach 
wanted me to focus solely on running, my parents recognised the 
importance of playing team sports so they really encouraged me to 
keep some variety. When I was at the Academy there weren’t enough 
girls to form a female hockey team, so I played in the boys’ 1st XI and 
that definitely toughened me up!

After Bath University, I moved back to Edinburgh and, looking for a 
new challenge, I joined the Edinburgh Triathletes club. It was difficult 
at first, particularly the cycling; I dug out a rusty old road bike from 
my parents’ garage and constantly struggled to keep up with the 
group. I persevered and kept turning up to training sessions and 
improved week by week. An opportunity arose to join a training 
squad with a full-time coach, which I jumped at, so the serious 
training commenced with training before and after work most days.

In 2018 I set my sights on qualifying for the GB Age Group team. This 
is a great set up because it gives people of all ages the opportunity 
to race for their country without having to be an elite athlete. 
I represented Great Britain in August 2019 at the World Sprint 
Triathlon Championships in Lausanne, Switzerland, finishing 13th 
in the 25-29 year age group. Racing in GB kit at the European and 
World Championships have definitely been my proudest moments. 

I’ve always been keen to combine my love of the mountains with 
triathlon so I’m really excited about tackling some bigger adventure 
triathlons next year. The hardest part now is fitting in training for all 
three sports alongside work – there just don’t seem to be enough 
hours in the day!

I definitely haven’t faced any particular challenges as a female 
triathlete and, in fact, I would positively encourage women to get 
involved in the sport as it’s extremely inclusive. Great Britain has 
a particularly strong and inspiring elite women’s triathlon team 
at the moment, who are dominating the world stage; athletes like 
Lucy Charles-Barclay are showing that women can be almost as 
fast as men over long distances. I think a lot of triathlon success 
comes down to having the right attitude and also throwing yourself 
into situations where you might feel uncomfortable. As a female 
triathlete, if you can go beyond your comfort limits then you will reap 
the rewards.”

alice
LOUDON

TRIATHLON

… IF YOU 
CAN GO 

BEYOND YOUR 
COMFORT 

LIMITS THEN 
YOU WILL 
REAP THE 

REWARDS.” 
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or ‘Have fun!’ – so ‘Get to hit people with a sword!’ is less 
catchy but actually more effective in inspiring people to 
participate! 

As a small National Governing Body, we have a limited 
workforce so our strategy for participation is to partner 
organisations with expertise in their own communities. 
We adapt the delivery of fencing to meet community 
needs and I am particularly proud of our work with 
the Maslaha Charity; the Muslim Girls Fence project in 
London was our first to focus on social impact and now 
operates in four major cities. The simple act of picking up 
a sword and putting on a mask can have a really positive 
impact on people’s self-confidence.

With the inclusion of Women’s Epée (1996) and 
then Women’s Sabre (2004) into the Olympic 
programme, there are equal opportunities for 
competitors across the three weapons (foil, épée and 
sabre) and numbers of female athletes continue to 
rise. However, there are still fewer female coaches 
and referees and we need to encourage more 
women to move into these areas. The Board of British 
Fencing is now 50% women and 25% BAME and 
remains committed to providing inclusive and diverse 
opportunities – this means listening to those who have 
faced barriers, doing our best to understand them, then 
acting to remove or overcome these barriers.”

“I joined the EA for sixth form when girls were still in 
the minority. The EA culture of speaking up and having 
opinions (even arguing with teachers!) felt very liberating 
– it also created a far more robust and questioning 
learning environment. Without that, I’m not sure I would 
have had the confidence to apply for Computer Science 
at Cambridge at a time when computers were not 
commonplace. All my teachers were genuinely passionate 
about their subject, although I had huge sympathy for 
the English teacher trying to get a class of scientists and 
mathematicians to pass English Higher. My favourite 
memory is definitely playing trombone in the Dance Band 
on a Friday, after a quick visit to the local chippie!

I was about 11 when I started fencing and I didn’t do too 
well initially. Then, at 15, I switched weapons to épée. 
The EA coach, Patsy Nicholls, was an épée specialist, 
so coming to the Academy allowed me to pursue my 
sporting as well as my academic ambitions. After leaving 
the EA, I went on to win over 10 senior national titles 
and made numerous GBR representations at European 
and World Championships over a 20-year period from 
1991–2011. Obviously, not making it to the Olympics was 
a huge disappointment but the most important thing 
(to me) is that I tried. Winning gold for Scotland at the 
2014 Commonwealth Championships in Largs was very 
special, especially after having two children! My life as an 
athlete isn’t defined by one event or one result, however 
good or bad, and my life has been enhanced so much 
through my passion for fencing and the opportunities 
I’ve had, the friends I’ve made, the countries I’ve visited 
and the joy of continual learning and development. 

As an athlete, I don’t think I ever really considered how 
much goes on ‘behind the scenes’. When I became CEO 
of British Fencing, I realised we needed to understand 
our ‘customers’ better and we undertook behavioural 
research, which was fascinating. It told us that fencing 
appeals to people who fall into an ‘alternative’ category 
with a higher than usual number of (particularly female) 
creatives; we learned that the fencing environment 
is very accepting of people who reject (or have been 
rejected by) team sports; and we discovered that the 
number one reason for taking up fencing is – the sword! 
Sport is often promoted on positive outcomes – ‘Get fit!’ 

georgina
USHER

THE SIMPLE ACT 
OF PICKING UP 
A SWORD AND 

PUTTING ON  
A MASK CAN  

HAVE A REALLY  
POSITIVE IMPACT 

ON PEOPLE’S  
SELF-CONFIDENCE.” 

FENCING
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patronised or supported in a different way. While there 
weren’t a lot of boys in my own pony club, I’ve always had 
both male and female role models to look up to in the 
equestrian world – after all, it’s the only Olympic sport 
where men and women compete against each other on 
equal ground. 

I took a gap year between school and university to really 
focus on competing and I was lucky enough to be offered 
the ride of a brilliant horse called Dryfe Royal Cavalier, 
who is owned by Sonya Cunningham. In July 2019, I 
represented Scotland at the British Dressage Youth 
Home Internationals with him, gaining second place in 
my individual class and 11th in the team competition. 
Touring with the Scottish Squad has definitely been 
the highlight of my life so far. The team spirit was just 
incredible and I was often travelling with a squad of 16 
young riders. It was so much fun and wearing the saltire 
was just amazing. 

My competing career has taken a bit of a back seat since 
I’ve been at university but I exercise a few horses in the 
local area and I also represent Durham University on the 
Equestrian Team – going to a competition and having to 
ride a horse that I’ve never ridden before definitely gives 
me the horsey fix. I can’t imagine a life without horses – I 
call them my dancing partners! – and my plan is to invest 
in a really nice competition horse after I graduate. I can’t 
wait to start competing again.”

“I absolutely adored the Academy. Everyone was so 
lovely and welcoming when I joined and all the teachers 
were fantastic – Mr Lisher, Mr Meadows and Miss 
Kincade particularly stand out. What also really stands 
out is the Speakers Dinner – I won the Stirling Gavel for 
most improved speaker after I’d been at the School for 
only two months! It was such a supportive environment 
and the School was really fantastic in helping me balance 
my academic and riding commitments. In my last year, 
I had two free periods on a Wednesday afternoon 
and Mr Welsh allowed me to get an early train home 
during winter – I didn’t have floodlights or an indoor 
school so going home early meant I could get in some 
practice in the daylight, which was a huge help. When I 
represented Scotland at the 2017 British Dressage Youth 
Championships, I got third place individually and my 
team got sixth. Mr Welsh got me up in front of the whole 
school at assembly and asked me to sign his book of 
achievements. Horses were a new world to my friends, 
but they were really supportive.

I started riding lessons when I was four. Riding is big 
in my family and I remember us all sitting around the 
table when I was about eight years old and my Grandma 
saying: “When are you going to get her a pony?” I knew 
by the time I was 12 that I wanted to do this properly – I 
didn’t just want to go round the ring – so my Mum found 
a trainer out here in East Lothian who introduced me to 
competitions. 

After a bad fall, when I broke my leg and ankle doing 
cross-country, I shifted my focus to dressage. I love the 
intense partnership with the horse and it feels absolutely 
incredible when they put their all into a competition. 
Noddy was my first proper competition horse and one 
of the most difficult decisions I’ve ever had to make was 
retiring him early; he introduced me to competitions and 
there was so much more I wanted to do with him, but he 
had a niggling injury. He’s 17 now and a bit chubby and 
hairy – a far cry from his perfectly groomed days as a 
dressage horse! – I still walk him out whenever I’m home 
and he’ll live out his days with my family.

I have never faced any difficulties as a female rider. All 
the trainers treat you the same and I’ve never been 

phoebe
TRAQUAIR

I CAN’T IMAGINE A LIFE WITHOUT 
HORSES – I CALL THEM MY 
 DANCING PARTNERS!” 

DRESSAGE



23THE ACADEMICAL / 29

non-conference games, taking me from 
Michigan to California, Virginia, the Carolinas 
and New York. Leaving on a five-day trip often 
meant I would miss classes and have to play 
study catch-up on the road. Moving into the 
spring semester, a typical day would start 
with a 4.30am wake-up for a 5–8 am practice, 
Monday to Friday. At times this was totally 
exhausting, but I’ve never been in better 
shape in my life, both mentally and physically. 
I don’t feel as though I faced many challenges 
as a female athlete. Title IX is a US law, passed 
in 1972 by Richard Nixon, which has helped 
US athletic programs to be fair: for every 
men’s team, there must be a women’s team 
and no athletic program is able to have more 
men’s teams than women’s teams. 

One of the toughest decisions I had to make 
was to end my career after four seasons, 
when I incurred a second concussion. I don’t 
regret it; I simply had to put my body first. I 
wouldn’t change my journey in the US for the 
world. I have met some of my best friends 
out here and have formed connections and 
relationships that I’ll have for the rest of my 
life. Facing a very diverse culture, I’ve become 
so much more receptive to the views of 
others. I have grown as a person and  
learned so much.” 

“When I was at the Academy, I enjoyed being 
challenged by all the fantastic teachers and 
by the broad range of subjects too. The 
hockey/rugby tour to Canada was definitely 
one I will never forget and traditions like the 
annual Hailes Match and Burns Supper still 
hold a large piece of my heart. 
 
My passion for sport began at a very young 
age, playing a lot of golf with my grandfather 
and growing up in a very active family 
paved the way. When I hit Senior School, 
I made the East District U15 team and 
shortly afterwards found myself playing 
club hockey for Watsonians too. Playing on 
different teams took up the vast majority of 
my weeknights and weekends but I knew 
I wanted to make field hockey a priority 
and Chris Duncan, my coach for the Ladies 
1st XI, always pushed me hard. Balancing 
my academic, athletic and social lives was 
difficult, but I’ve always been very organised 
and I love routine, so keeping a diary really 
helped me achieve my goals in each area. 
Social opportunities had to be sacrificed 
of course and on weekdays I sometimes 
wouldn’t get out of practice until 9 or 10 pm 
so I’d have only an hour left for studying. On 
Sundays, I’d plan my study days for the week 
ahead to ensure that I never fell behind. If 
I could give advice to anyone in the same 
boat, I would say plan, stick to a schedule, 
get consistent sleep and accept the sacrifices 
you’ll have to make.

Through the Scottish Hockey system, I met 
girls from all over the country and when 
a friend followed her older brother to the 
USA to play field hockey at Michigan State 
University, I decided I’d like to do something 
similar. I wanted something more from my 
further education – to travel and experience 
something different. After speaking to many 
schools, I committed to Central Michigan 
University in the May of my final year at 
the Academy to study Public Relations and 
Marketing. Ultimately, being a student-
athlete became a full-time job – I’ve never 
experienced a workload like it!

Field hockey is very different in America 
than in the UK. Practice rules are set by the 
National Collegiate Athletics Association 
(NCAA) at 20 hours per week, of which 
three are dedicated to weight/strength and 
conditioning training. The majority of my 
first winter trimester was spent travelling 
across the country to play conference and 

jasmine
BANKS

ULTIMATELY, 
BEING A 

STUDENT-
ATHLETE 

BECAME A 
FULL-TIME JOB 

– I’VE NEVER 
EXPERIENCED  
A WORKLOAD 

LIKE IT!” 

FIELD HOCKEY
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The case for ‘fresh vigour’
When the Academy was founded, the 
Directors recommended that exercise 
should be an important ingredient in the 
boys’ education and considered the Yards an 
ideal location where this should take place. 
They proposed that: “the Geits should have 
three-quarters of an hour for play in the 
morning and another quarter of an hour 
before going into school at two o’clock.” 
Furthermore, they stated that: “between 
every change of occupation there ought 
to be an interval in all the classes; a run of 
five or ten minutes in the playground will 
be quite enough to renovate the relaxed 
energies both of body and mind, and make 
the boys come with fresh vigour to their new 
employment, and will materially conduce 
to their health.” The old High School game 
of hailes undoubtedly featured in the boys’ 
exercise and formal physical education was 
introduced, more or less from the start, with 

the employment of a drill sergeant from 
1826. By 1831, instruction in gymnastics  
and fencing had begun.

From cricket balls to clackens
Forms of cricket must have been played 
in the Yards from the earliest days with 
evidence provided in T H Shepherd’s drawing 
The New Academy (c. 1828), showing two 
boys holding what appear to be cricket 
bats. Writing in The Chronicle of 1912, W 
C Maughan (EA 1845–50) noted that the 
games in vogue in his day included cricket, 
football, hailes and shinty. All were played 
in the gravel-covered yards in front of the 
School. He noted: “There was no fine cricket 
field, no becoming flannels and blazers, yet 
capital matches were played with the ball of 
hard thick leather suitable for the ground, 
while wickets very often were merely chalked 
upon the school wall.” Maughan also writes 

that hailes was the chief pastime: “It was a 
beautiful sight to witness how a skilled player, 
throwing the ball a few inches above his 
clacken, would with dextrous blow send the 
ball in splendid parabola right over the heads 
of the opposing side.” / 1

In addition, a form of fives was played with 
the clacken and a chamois-leather ball 
against the smooth school walls between 
the windows – it is good that the walls were 
built of such durable Craigleith sandstone! 
Other popular games included ‘Prisoners 
Base’ and ‘Dumps’ while vivid memories of 
the football used in the Yards are provided 
in the memoirs of Colonel Fergusson (EA 
1841–48) and J H A Macdonald (afterwards 
Lord Kingsburgh) (EA 1845–52), who describe 
“a raw bladder, fresh – but that is hardly the 
word – from the butcher’s hands, enclosed in 
the leather case.” 

THE ARCHIVE

Each year, The Academical features a fascinating piece of ‘News from the Archive’, expertly compiled by Honorary 

Archivist, Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70). As we approach our bicentenary, Andrew is exploring key milestones in  

the Academy’s long history, bringing the story of an ever-changing and evolving school vividly to life. His first article,  

in last year’s edition, described the founding of the Academical Club – now Andrew turns his focus to the rise of sport.

THE JOURNEY FROM 1824 TO 2024 
PART 2  l  THE 1850s AND THE RISE OF SPORT  

AT THE ACADEMY

News from

3 4

1

2
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Not all the boys’ early cricket was played 
in the Yards, however. In the 1840s, during 
Colonel Fergusson’s time, he recalls that: 
“one great match each class had annually – 
namely, against the corresponding Eleven of 
the High School”; this was played at the upper 
end of Bruntsfield Links as neither school 
boasted a cricket ground. There were also 
Saturday matches played on the Meadows.

A die is cast…
The Yards have forever played an important 
part in all forms of exercise and sport but 
change was afoot in the 1850s when Rev 
John Hannah (EA Rector 1847–54) and 
Robert Balfour (EA 1827–34) identified the 
need for a school cricket field. The stimulus 
was, perhaps, the very first visit to Scotland 
of an All-England XI in 1849 with a match 
arranged in Edinburgh between the English 
team and a selection drawn from across 
Scotland including the Grange, Perth and 
West of Scotland clubs. The match, played 
on a large field rented by the Grange Club at 
Grove Street, was a rather one-sided affair, 
with only William Moncreiff (EA 1824–30), 
a founder of the Grange Cricket Club and 
Captain from 1838–62, and the team 
captain, Mr Hutchinson (not an Academical) 
making any substantial runs for the Scottish 
select. However, for Edinburgh’s youth, and 
especially for Academy boys, the match  
had excited interest in the game and the  
die was cast.  / 3

Rector Hannah (although he was no 
sportsman) together with Robert Balfour, 
Kenneth Mackenzie (EA 1824–28) and 
Thomas Cleghorn (EA 1826–33), all acting in 
their individual capacities, raised the funds 
to purchase the lease of a field (in excess of 
nine acres) on the Inverleith Estate between 
Comely Bank and Stockbridge, to be used 
as the Academy’s Cricket Field. Negotiations 
concluded in August 1853 and ‘The Field’ at 
Raeburn Place opened in May 1854 with the 
first matches, involving both schoolboys and 
Academicals, played that year. Nearly 200 
Academy pupils paid the field subscription – 
6 shillings for senior boys and 4 shillings for 
juniors – while Academicals paid 10 shillings.  

The rise of Raeburn Place
The Academical Cricket Club was formally 
founded the following year and so began 
Academy sports at this famous old venue. 
The provision of a cricket field for a day 
school the size of the Academy (around 350 
boys) was unheard of in Scotland. The Royal 
Commission for Education of 1868 stated 
that “within relatively recent times, some of 
the more important Burgh schools, following 
the lead of the Edinburgh Academy, have 
provided fields as playgrounds for their 
pupils, at a convenient distance from the 
school.” It concluded that: “…with the single 

exception of Irvine Academy, which has three 
acres in extent, there are not, to the best of 
our recollection, two acres of grass set aside 
for any of the schools, except for the Cricket 
Field of the Edinburgh Academy.” 

‘Home’ cricket matches were played at 
Raeburn Place until the purchase and 
opening of New Field in 1896/97 and other 
sports soon followed. Although there is 
no mention in the Minute Books of the 
Academical Football Club of rugby football 
being played at Raeburn Place prior to 
the winter of 1857/58, games were played 
there in the preceding three seasons. The 
Academy’s outstanding rugby heritage can 
be traced back to the first fully reported 
inter-school rugby football match at Raeburn 
Place between the Academy and Merchiston 
Castle School on 11 December 1858. To this 
day, the match between the two schools 
remains one of the oldest annual rugby 
football fixtures in the world. The first 
encounter, full of controversy owing in part 
to different interpretations of ‘the rules’, 
lasted for two and a half hours and ended  
in a draw. 

Academy Games
The Academy’s fine athletics tradition can 
also be traced back to events at Raeburn 
Place in the 1850s with the first athletics 
meeting on 30 April 1858 described by the 
Edinburgh Courant as “the Academical Cricket 
Club Foot-Races” and “the first of the kind to 
have been held in connection with a public 
school in Scotland.” There were fourteen 
events, eight for the boys and six for 
Academicals. The boys’ open events included 
100 Yards, Mile, Hurdles, High Jump, Long 
Leap and Throwing the Cricket Ball (with 100 
Yards and Quarter-Mile events specifically 
for boys under five feet tall!). The six open 
events have been held annually ever since 
and, from 1894, the Academical Cricket  
Club Races (as they became known) were 
always referred to in The Chronicle as the 
‘Academy Games’, never ‘Sports’. Last held  
at Raeburn Place in 1939, the Games 
thereafter moved to New Field and more 
recently to Arboretum.

/1 Shepherd’s print of the EA, c1828
/2 Geits’ rugby practice at Raeburn Place, 1964
/3 Rector John Hannah (EA Rector 1847–54)
/4 EA U12 XV of 1963/4

A personal 
recollection
As a Geit, I well 
remember rugby 
practice with 
Mr Harrison (EA 
Staff 1960–93) 

at Raeburn Place on the pitch 
nearest Comely Bank Road, now 
buried beneath the new stadium and 
adjacent communal areas. My very first 
experience of the game was of being 
winded after a tackle. I made it into the 
glamorous U12½ XV of 1963/64 and that 
was as good as it got. Although quick, I 
was never a talented player, my career 
finishing as a three-quarter in the 4th 
XV, but I do recall one school report 
helpfully explaining that my inability 
was down to indifferent eyesight! 
Of course, in the 1960s, most of our 
outdoors sports were played at New 
Field. In hindsight, though, I am proud 
to have had the opportunity to play at 
the historic old ground, which nurtured 
the Academy’s proud sporting tradition. 
Thank you, Rector Hannah.  / 2  / 4

Recommended reading
Chronicles of the Cumming Club 1841–1846, 
Alexander Fergusson (T & A Constable, 
Edinburgh) 1887.

Puddings, Bullies & Squashes: Early Public 
School Football Codes, Andrew McMillan 
and Duncan Mennie; Malcolm Tozer, editor 
(Sunnyrest Books, Truro) 2020. 

One Hundred Years at Raeburn Place 
1854–1954 – A Short History of The Edinburgh 
Academy’s Playing Field, 
Bruce Stenhouse (The Edinburgh 
Academical Club) 1954

The Accies – The Cradle of Scottish Rugby, 
David Barnes (Birlinn Ltd, Edinburgh) 2008

The Edinburgh Academical Football Club 
Centenary History: A History of the Club and of 
Football at The Edinburgh Academy, 
Bruce Stenhouse (The Edinburgh Academical 
Football Club, Edinburgh) 1958

Edinburgh Academical Cricket Club 1854–2004, 
Ian D Stevenson (Ian D Stevenson) 2005

THE EDINBURGH ACADEMY 
DIGITAL ARCHIVE IS NOW LIVE! 
Dive into the School’s rich past at 
www.edinburghacademy.cook.websds.net 
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Take 
ACADEMICALS 

Stephen P Bennett (EA 1986–92) and 

David A K Watters (EA 1961–70)

 both chose medical careers after the EA. 

For both, their callings would take them 

thousands of miles from Henderson 

Row and enable them to make a world 

of difference to vulnerable people. We 

asked these two ‘global surgeons’ to take 

us on their journeys from Edinburgh to 

different corners of the globe.

This may not sound remarkable if you live 
in the UK, but the reality of life in Rwanda is 
that the boy would have died if we had not 
been there. The very junior doctors who staff 
rural government hospitals simply wouldn’t 
have had the capability to help him and 
his family would almost certainly not have 
been able to afford transport to the referral 
hospital, let alone treatment costs. Even if 
they had, it would have taken several hours 
to reach the referral hospital, longer before 
they saw a doctor, further delay to see the 
duty surgeon before joining the queue for 
surgery, possibly getting an operation some 
24 to 48 hours later. This would almost 
certainly have been too late.

My wife Catriona and I are UK consultant 
doctors (anaesthetist and general surgeon 
respectively) and we’ve volunteered for the 
last three years with the Church Mission 
Society at Gahini Hospital in Eastern Rwanda. 
It’s quite a change from the busy NHS hospital 
in Fife where I headed a General Surgery 
department of twelve specialists and eighteen 
trainee surgeons! I became the only surgeon 
of any kind at Gahini, a former mission 
hospital serving a similar sized population to 
Fife. My wife is the only medically qualified 
anaesthetist outside of the Rwandan capital 
and we arrived here to find a basic rural 
hospital with no functioning surgical service. 
Over the last three years, I have operated on 
about 75 patients every month, performing a 
wide variety of surgical procedures according 
to individual patient need.

It is fantastic to be able to help so many 
people in this way and that is really one of 
the reasons I studied medicine after the 
Edinburgh Academy. Catriona and I also have 

a passion for training and for development 
but, for the first couple of years in Rwanda, 
we had few achievements and many 
setbacks in these areas. However, just in the 
last six months, our teaching of young local 
doctors and non-medical anaesthetists has 
resulted in the University of Rwanda making 
me an Associate Dean and sending me new 
doctors to train – this is hugely encouraging. 

Working in association with the Rwandan 
Government, and also with other charities, 
we have been able to develop this small 
hospital, opening a new maternity facility 
and orthopaedic operating theatres, and 
refurbishing several wards. My own general 
operating theatre now has a new anaesthetic 
machine, operating table and light. We 
also have two new Rwandan orthopaedic 
surgeons, a Rwandan obstetrician, and the 
assurance of a Rwandan anaesthesiologist 
in the next year. We have reasonable hopes 
that a Rwandan general surgeon will join us 
soon, allowing us to meet our aim of leaving 
a sustainable service behind us when we 
head back to the UK.

Our eldest daughter, Hannah, now requires 
a level of schooling that we simply cannot 
access here, so we are likely to return to the 
UK in the next year with Hannah and her 

little sister, Rachel. Despite the challenges 
we faced, our time in Gahini has been so 
rewarding. As we look forward to re-entering 
UK life and the NHS, we will certainly remain 
open to returning overseas in the future 
should we hear God calling us to do so.”

“One Saturday evening I was called to see a one-year-old boy who had just 
arrived at our hospital. He was very sick and needed urgent surgery. I asked 
a visiting friend from the UK to babysit our daughter, called my anaesthetist 
wife, and together we were able to get the child into our operating theatre 
for surgery within the hour. Four days later he was well enough to go home.

“I BECAME THE ONLY 
SURGEON OF ANY KIND 

IN GAHINI, A FORMER 
MISSION HOSPITAL 
SERVING A SIMILAR  
SIZED POPULATION  

TO FIFE.”
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Sport was a big part of my life at school 
although to play football we boys had to 
organise games ourselves, through Bill 
Menzies’ Liberton Rovers. I played rugby for 
Edinburgh Accies at university but, in my 
second year, I broke a transverse process 
on my spine playing Leith. The resulting ten 
weeks off rugby made me concentrate on 
my studies and that solid period of work 
was instrumental to my doing Honours, 
becoming an academic as well as a surgeon. 
After experiencing being a patient, I was 
soon back to rugby. I played in the 1972 
Boxing Day match against London Scottish 
(we lost that year but finally won in 1976) and 
enjoyed a few more years at Raeburn Place 
before qualifying as a doctor and training as 
a surgeon in Edinburgh and Fife.

I had an early ambition to become a 
missionary surgeon, so always planned to 
spend a large portion of my career in low- 
and middle-income countries, but began to 
realise I could make a bigger impact by not 

“I worked reasonably consistently 
at school, even if I never excelled 
or convinced Rector H H Mills  
that I was making a big effort  
(I wasn’t). I always wanted to 
be a doctor, so chose the 6ths 
rather than the 7ths – Scottish 
Highers instead of A-levels – to 
read Medicine at Edinburgh. 

only treating patients myself, but training 
others to as well. My early surgical career 
took me to Durban, South Africa in 1982, 
Zambia in 1985 and Hong Kong in 1991; 
the surgical conditions to treat were often 
extreme and I learned a lot about myself and 
about diverse cultures during that decade. 
Some learnings were harsh, emanating  
from failure, but I was well mentored and  
ran ultra-marathons for both fitness and 
mental health. 

In 1992, I was appointed Professor of Surgery 
in Papua New Guinea (PNG) where I spent the 
next eight years and met my Austrian wife, 
Olga. I’ve been a busy practising surgeon 
everywhere I’ve worked but I particularly 
appreciated being part of the faculty 
delivering the training programme for the 
first seven locally-trained national surgeons 
in Zambia, and introducing subspecialty 
surgical training (orthopaedics, urology, 
paediatric surgery, neurosurgery) to PNG. 
These training programmes are now self-
perpetuating and led by national surgeons. 

In 2000, I moved with my family to Geelong, 
Australia as Professor of Surgery, first with 
the University of Melbourne (2000–10) and 
then with Deakin University (2011–present). 
Here, I have had the opportunity to continue 
providing support to surgical training in PNG 
and other Pacific Island nations (including a 
decade as Director of Australian Aid-funded 
Tertiary Health Programs) in addition to my 
surgical practice with special interests in 
colorectal and endocrine surgery. In 2007, 
I was elected to the Council of the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) and 
became President in 2015/16, a challenging 
time when bullying, discrimination and 
sexual harassment in the surgical profession 
had to be addressed. 

I enjoyed the opportunity to be a co-author 
of the Lancet Commission on Global Surgery 
(2015), promoting greater access to essential 
surgical care in low- and middle-income 
countries and also helping to advocate for a 
WHO resolution (WHA 68.15) on the topic. I’ve 
also co-edited/written five books on clinical 
topics and two histories, Stitches in Time – Two 
Centuries of Surgery in Papua New Guinea 
(2012) and ANZAC Surgeons of Gallipoli (2015).

I was lucky enough to be awarded the 
OBE in 2012 for my service to surgery and 
surgical training in Papua New Guinea 
and, in 2018, I was appointed a member 
of the Order of Australia (AM) for service 
to surgery and professional organisations. 
These are honours only made possible with 
the endless support of Olga and my family 
(Douglas and Jeni, children from my first 
marriage; Anna and Jakob, my stepchildren; 
and Florian and Laurenz, my twins with Olga) 
as well as the engagement and collaboration 
of my colleagues and former trainees.

So, what’s next? Other than a likely knee 
replacement from all the running… last 
year I was appointed Chair of the Victorian 
Perioperative Clinical Council (VPCC) and I’ve 
also been involved in Victoria’s response to 
the State’s first two waves of COVID-19.   
Let’s see what living in a world with  
COVID-19 brings!”

“I BEGAN TO REALISE 
I COULD MAKE A 

BIGGER IMPACT BY 
NOT ONLY TREATING 

PATIENTS MYSELF, 
BUT TRAINING 

OTHERS AS WELL.”



TO DELHI
FROM HENDERSON ROW

he British East Indies, which 
included Afghanistan, Burma 
(Myanmar), Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 
and the Malay states (Malaysia 

and Singapore), as well as contemporary 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal, were 
important to the Academy during the 19th 
century. The role India played in supplying 
pupils to the School and then providing 
them with jobs after they left is perhaps not 
immediately obvious. However, analysing 
material included in The Register (Henderson 
and Hamilton-Grierson 1914), and using 
family history websites to fill in some gaps, 
we can identify around 1,250 former pupils 
– one in six of all those joining the Academy 
between 1824 and 1899 – with strong 
connections to India. Of those, at least 610 
boys had fathers working in India, nearly 860 
went on to work in India for at least part of 
their careers (just under half having fathers 
working there already) and a further 140 
went as officers in the British Army. 

Of the Academy’s first intake of 370 boys 
in 1824, the fathers of 33 had strong 
connections to India and, throughout 
the 19th century, the fathers of over 160 
boys were in the army of the East India 
Company (later, the Indian Army). Colonel 
James Skinner is an example. As the son of 
an Indian mother, for many years he could 
not secure a regular commission with the 

Military general, doctor, missionary, merchant and civil servant; indigo, 

tea, coffee and rubber planter; banker, lawyer, accountant, architect 

and explorer… all these (and more) were careers pursued in India by 

Academicals who joined the School during the 19th century. Roger 

Jeffery and Hauke Wiebe trace the footprints of Edinburgh in India 

and India in Edinburgh at that time.

East India Company, fighting instead as an 
officer in the army of an Indian prince, then 
under a French officer, before transferring 
his support to the British. By 1824, however, 
Skinner had his own regiments – known 
as Skinner’s Horse – and rented a house 
in Ann Street to start his sons David (EA 
1824–25), William (EA 1824–28) and Hercules 
(EA 1824–28) off at the Academy, before 
returning to his regiments. 

Other boys in the 1824 intake included the 
two sons of Lt Col George Cadell, who retired 
from the Madras Cavalry in 1827; two sons 
of Henry Howe, who had a career in the 
Ordnance Department; two sons of General 
Sir David Fowlis, who fought at Seringapatam 
in 1799, when the British troops killed Tippoo 
Sultan; and two sons of Archibald Trotter, 
of the Bengal Civil Service. All went back to 
India to pursue careers after the EA.

Young men went to India for various reasons, 
one of the most obvious being the networks 
that could provide advice, support and 
even a job. For example, 39 descendants of 
William Cadell (who helped start the Carron 
Ironworks near Falkirk in 1760) attended 
the Academy and 19 of them either went 
to India or worked as East India merchants. 
Thomas Cadell (a great-grandson of William) 
(EA 1845–48) won a Victoria Cross at the 
siege of Delhi in 1857, served as Governor 

of the controversial jail in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands from 1879 until 1892, and 
was a director of the Academy from 1907 
until 1919. While one of his sons became a 
lawyer in Edinburgh, the other went into the 
Indian Civil Service.

In fact, about half of the School’s Directors 
in the 19th century had links to India too. Sir 
Walter Scott’s sons were too old to attend 
the Academy, but he was a Director from 
1823–32. His brother Robert and cousin 
James Russell were both in the East India 
Company and his wife, Charlotte, received 
an allowance from her brother in India. 
Although Sir Walter was actively involved 
in finding jobs in India for friends and their 
families, he was less keen on his own sons 
pursing that route. Three of Sir Walter Scott’s 
stories have Indian references, The Surgeon’s 
Daughter being partly set in the India of 
Tippoo Sultan. 

The Academy’s Register is the best and 
most accessible published register of the 
Edinburgh schools so it is hard to compare 
the Academy’s Indian connections with those 
of other prominent Edinburgh schools of 
the 19th century with less thorough records. 
Nonetheless, available evidence does 
suggest that the Royal High School, George 
Heriot’s, George Watson’s, the Edinburgh 
Institution, Daniel Stewart’s, Fettes, 
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Merchiston Castle and Loretto all shared similar periods of 
strong connections to India through their pupils. For girls’ 
schools, sadly, the lack of available evidence makes such a 
statement less reliable. Of boys who started their schooling 
in the last third of the 19th century, the proportion of 
boys going to work in India was highest for the Academy 
and Merchiston Castle. Academy and Fettes boys were 
most likely to be in the military; Academy and Edinburgh 
Institution boys were most likely to have medical careers in 
India; and Academy and Merchiston boys were most likely 
to be planters of colonial products such as indigo, coffee, 
tea and, later, rubber.

However, the highest rates of EA involvement with India 
(around 20% of leavers) are in the 1840s and the 1850s, 
when half of those going to India pursued military careers. 
This was, of course, the generation of young men who 
supplied the surge in manpower to suppress the First 
Indian War of Independence (Sepoy Mutiny) 1857–59. 
However, even during those years, 12% were planters and, 
as late as the 1890s, 14% of pupils had an India link of 
some kind. As time went on, Academicals spread to many 
parts of the world, increasingly attracted to Canada, New 
Zealand and South Africa. In a letter of January 1875 to Mrs 
Sitwell (quoted on p 188 Magnus Magnusson, The Clacken 
and the Slate, 1974, London: Collins) Robert Louis Stevenson 
referred to the 72 members of the 1861 class of D’Arcy 
Thomson who were “scattered all over the places of the 
earth, some in San Francisco, some in New Zealand, some 
in India, one in the backwoods – it gave one a wide look 
over the world to hear them talk so.” But India was by far 
the most common temporary destination with 16 of those 
in Stevenson’s year heading there, nine of them as planters.

Supplying young men to India and educating the sons of those who 
had gone there were major roles played by the Academy. Sadly, 
many who went to India died young – around 60 of them within 
two years of arriving, all under the age of 30. Some, however, made 
a financial success of life in India, reaching a good age and often 
returning to the UK to retire. James Wright (EA 1845–54) was born 
in Bombay (now Mumbai) in 1840; the son of a merchant in India 
he became a merchant himself and died in London in 1899 leaving 
over £21,000 – equivalent to about £2.5m today. Charles Oman (EA 
1834–38) was born in Bengal in 1825, the son of an indigo planter; 
after leaving school he joined his father for many years. He died in 
Winchester in 1876 and, when his wife died in 1907, she left over 
£37,000, about £4.5m today. Robert Archibald Trotter (EA 1824–30) 
died at Bush House (now part of the Edinburgh Technopole) in 1894. 
After nearly 30 years in the Indian Army, he left around £134,000, 
about £18m today. 

Many, however, did not go for the money. As missionaries, they may 
have been the poorest paid of the British in India, but were often 
those who made the most impact. Edward Stewart (EA 1837–41) 
founded St John’s College, Agra, in 1851 ”for the higher education of 
Hindus and Mohammedans”;  in 1855 he went to Jabalpur and was 
CMS Secretary at Calcutta from 1860 until 1872. Francis Shirreff 
(or Sherriff) (EA 1860–68) became a Fellow of the University of the 
Punjab while Alexander Fraser (EA 1885–90) (the son of Andrew 
Fraser (EA 1858–62) who was Lt-Governor of Bengal from 1903–07) 
was, from 1912, Principal of Trinity College Kandy, Ceylon, following 
missionary work in Uganda. And Richard Stothert (EA 1843–49) was 
a Missionary of the Free Church of Scotland at Nagpur and then 
Principal of the Free Church Institution (now Wilson College) Bombay, 
where he died.

Through a contemporary lens, trading on unequal grounds, 
fighting to maintain colonial rule, even sending skulls back to the 
University’s Anatomy Department are not legacies that we want to 
celebrate – rather lessons that we want to learn from. However, for 
many Academicals the record is more equivocal – as missionaries, 
teachers, doctors and engineers they often left lasting memorials. 

Roger Jeffery is Professor of Sociology and Associate Director  
of the Edinburgh India Institute at the University of Edinburgh.  
He spent extensive periods of research in South Asia, and has  
edited India in Edinburgh, Routledge 2020. Hauke Wiebe is an 
information manager and part-time tourist guide.  
As a researcher of Edinburgh-India relations in  
both Scotland and India, he has been an  
Honorary Fellow of the Edinburgh  
India Institute since 2012.  

“…WE CAN 
IDENTIFY 
AROUND 1,250 
FORMER PUPILS 
– ONE IN SIX OF 
THOSE JOINING 
THE ACADEMY 
BETWEEN 1824 
AND 1899 – 
WITH STRONG 
CONNECTIONS  
TO INDIA.” 
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RECOMPOSING 

“I’m probably an exception to the anecdotal rule that music and 
maths go together! At the EA I really enjoyed all the humanities 

but knew I wanted to go into music. David Standley, Deputy Rector 
at the time, was really supportive, managing to carve out time for 

music practice in my timetable, and Peter Backhouse and Phil Coad 
were, and remain to this day, hugely influential. I went to the Royal 

Academy of Music in London, on a performance scholarship, but the 
theory and harmony lessons in Henderson Row are the ones that 

stay with me! 

My career began with a bit of playing, a bit of composing… I delved 
into the left field of contemporary music and technology, working 

with the MIT Media Lab on new performance 
controllers, doing string arrangements for 

films and pop records (from Rag ‘n’ Bone 
Man to Ed Sheeran and many others in 

between) – all sorts of things. It was a great 
time to be starting out; if you were willing 

to do things quickly and quietly and pay 
attention, you could get a foot in the door. 

Nine years after leaving Henderson Row I 
scored my first film and that came about 

through a bizarre collision of circumstances. 
I’d scored a tiny ballet in a tiny theatre in 

a tiny corner of West London and Alan 
Rickman happened to be in the audience. 
He came up to me at the drinks reception 

afterwards and said, in his uniquely 
lugubrious baritone, “I’m making a movie, 

would you like to do the music?” And 
that was that! It certainly accelerated the 
trajectory of my career although it didn’t 

necessarily change the course.

I’d been writing my own music and self-releasing albums and these 
started to gain better traction and broader use in TV shows, adverts, 
even fashion shows around the world. One afternoon I took a phone 
call from an A&R guy at Deutsche Grammophon who asked if I’d like 
to contribute to their Recomposed series and, if so, what would I like 

to ‘recompose’? (Recomposing is what the classical industry calls 
remixing – taking existing musical material and interpreting it through 

the recomposer’s musical aesthetic.) Cellists are spoilt for choice, 
there’s an incredible repertoire, but the pinnacle has got to be the 

Bach Cello Suites. Six suites, six movements each and an unrivalled 
legacy as some of the greatest western music ever written – why not? 

The idea was not to improve Bach’s music, rather, to think of these 
peerless works not as two-dimensional pieces of music on paper, but 
as three-dimensional sculptures. As you hold them up to the light, 
new shadows form in the cracks and crevices, new textures appear 
from a once familiar shape. Of course work like this inevitably invites 
criticism as well as praise and, if I’ve learned anything in my nascent 
career, it’s that you can’t take one and ignore the other… you need to 
ignore it all and believe in your own work! I still think of Mrs Stark’s 
public speaking classes and how fantastically helpful they were in 
developing confidence in your own thoughts.

When I delivered the finished recording in March 2018, it was largely 
met with approval and I ended up touring 
more or less constantly (after three months’ 
paternity leave for our daughter) around the 
world –  from The Royal Albert Hall in London 
to Capitol Records in Los Angeles, and from 
a rooftop venue in Hong Kong during the 
political riots to a painfully trendy warehouse 
space in Sydney. Recomposing Bach has 
been the live soundtrack for Christian Dior 
in Shanghai and Balenciaga at Paris Fashion 
Week; it’s the majority of the soundtrack 
for The New Pope on Sky/HBO and several 
ballet companies have choreographed it 
too. The list goes on but it’s not all been 
rosy. Just as many people disapproved of my 
‘recomposing’, clearly angry or upset about 
taking Bach’s work and moving it in such a 
way. Some of the feedback was constructive, 
some surprisingly aggressive, but everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion. 

Since then, I’ve written the music for 
the beautiful film, Blackbird, directed by 

Roger Michell (released in September 2020) and for a new ballet 
for Stuttgart National Ballet, due to premiere in 2021. As I write 
this article, I’ve just completed my next recording for Deutsche 
Grammophon – not part of the Recomposed series but more 
personal. I hope it welcomes a new wave of comment, criticism and, 
of course, touring… I upgraded my BA Gold Card earlier this year and 
am ready to get back to the airports of the world with my cello!

Peter Gregson (EA 1991–2004) started at the Academy in P1 with  
Mrs Park and stayed all the way through, becoming an Ephor and leaving 
from VIISGL. You can find his work in all major musical outlets.

From a fortuitous encounter with Alan Rickman in 

London to performing in a Hong Kong rooftop venue 

during political riots, Peter Gregson’s musical career 

has come a long way from theory and harmony  

lessons in Henderson Row…

BACH

 THE IDEA WAS NOT TO 
IMPROVE BACH’S MUSIC, 

RATHER, TO THINK 
OF THESE PEERLESS 

WORKS NOT AS TWO-
DIMENSIONAL PIECES OF 

MUSIC ON PAPER, BUT 
AS THREE-DIMENSIONAL 

SCULPTURES.”
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The Academical community is a  
global one and connecting with  
Accies around the world offers a 
number of valuable opportunities. 
By joining us, through our official 
platforms on Twitter, LinkedIn and 
Facebook, you’ll not only become 
part of an exciting and influential 
Academical network but you’ll be  
the first to hear about activities, 
events and reunions too. 

Join the official networking platforms for  
alumni of the Edinburgh Academy

CONNECT 

Find and catch  
up with classmates, 

reminisce, and  
stay in touch

GIVE BACK 

Make introductions, 
provide employment  

or act as a mentor

EXPAND 
Increase your 

professional network 
and secure useful 

introductions

GET AHEAD 
Spot opportunities  
and advance your 

career through  
mutual interests  
and connections

Due to ongoing restrictions at the time of going to press, 
we haven’t been able to plan upcoming events for 2021. 
Please check the website for up-to-date information.

EVENTS

SOCIAL

www.edinburghacademy.org.uk/events

@AcademicalClub/theacademicalclub@AcademicalClub
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UK
Argyll & Bute David Bowen (EA 1953–64) 

Birmingham Robert Scott (EA 1969–82) 

Birmingham Lachlan Stewart (EA 2008–15) 

Yorkshire Struan Gunn (EA 1972–85) 

London Colin Cunningham (EA 1954–61) 

London James Munro (EA 1997–2010) 

London Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76) 

GLOBAL  
ACADEMICALS
THE ACADEMICAL COMMUNITY IS A GLOBAL ONE AND WE CURRENTLY 

HAVE 25 ACADEMICAL REPRESENTATIVES ACROSS THE WORLD. 

WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU’LL NEVER BE FAR FROM YOUR EA FAMILY! 

AUSTRALIA
Melbourne Ben Apted (EA 1987) 

Sydney Nicola Macbeth (EA 2008–10) 

NORTH AMERICA & CANADA
Los Angeles Mohammed Abed (EA 1989–92) 

Boston Fraser Gillies (EA 1999–2010) 

San Francisco Alistair Dorward (EA 1973–86) 

New York Grace O’Dwyer (EA 2003–05) 

Ottawa Peter Sloan (EA 1946–59) 

Why not become a Global Academical Representative in your part of 
the world, providing a welcome connection for Accies on the move? 
We are particularly interested in hearing from Accies of all ages who 
are currently living in Canada, the East Coast of the USA, South 
America, South Africa and Europe.

WHERE IN  
THE WORLD  

ARE YOU?

NEW ZEALAND 
Wellington Murray Thomson (EA 1975–81) 
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EUROPE
FRANCE Xavier Dennery (EA 1979–80) 

ITALY Colin Jamieson (EA 1967–80) 

ITALY Tom Ogilvie-Graham (EA 1969–77)

PORTUGAL Iain Smith (EA 1948–61)

UKRAINE John Harris (EA 1953–57) 

ASIA
BANGKOK David Alexander (EA 1971–84) 

DUBAI Rodger Dickson (EA 1972–79)

SHANGHAI Catherine Kellett (EA 1986–88 ) 

SINGAPORE Elizabeth Love (née Burnett)(EA 1996–98)

SOUTH EAST ASIA Stephen Kreppel (EA 1951–64) 

Please contact the Edinburgh Academy  

Development & Alumni Relations Office 

+44 (0) 131 624 4958  l  accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk 

BECOME A  
REPRESENTATIVE!
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F O U N D AT I O N
Raeburn Place

At the time of writing last year’s report on the redevelopment of Raeburn Place for The Academical,  
Phase 1 of the building was well underway and the Foundation was looking ahead to fundraising for Phase 2 –  

a Museum of International Rugby located at the ground where it all began, almost 150 years ago.  

Along with everyone else, we knew little of what the next year would have in store. 

Alastair Graham (EA 1962–71)  RPF Fundraising Coordinator

he building work, scheduled 
to conclude in November 
2019, experienced repeated 
contractor delays with the 
completion date slipping into 
March 2020. The COVID-19 

pandemic then led to construction shutdown, 
deferring handover of all but one of the 
retail units that will provide the sustainable 
income stream for the ground. In response, 
the Foundation’s Trustees, supported by 
a management group, assembled interim 
funding, appointed new project managers, 
reduced overhead costs and reviewed the 
plans for the development. Following the 
lifting of restrictions, Robertson Construction 
returned to the site in July 2020 to complete 
the outstanding works and the building 
was finally handed over on 21 August. The 
Foundation is extremely grateful to Dan 
Teague (EA 1986–99) and Shane Teague (EA 
1985–98) for the support of their company, 
S1 Developments, and their hard work in 
enabling this to happen.

This is a huge milestone for Raeburn Place 
and for its users. The rental income from the 
nine retail units will fund the operation and 
maintenance of the facilities and bring an end 
to several decades of financial uncertainty for 
Academical sports, protecting the ground’s 
precious sporting heritage. 

The impact of the pandemic on the retail 
sector, however, has been substantial. 
With the delay in completion, two of our 
six tenants did not take up their leases 
but terms were quickly agreed with 
replacements for both, and we will make 
further announcements as their leases 
are completed. Interest in the space was 
very strong, underlining the attraction of 
Stockbridge and of the retail space; with its 
landscaped pedestrian area along the shop 
fronts, the development is now viewed very 
positively by and within the local community.

Having reviewed the overall project, the 
Foundation’s Trustees have decided 
to delay fundraising for Phase 2 of the 

Academical community will visit and enjoy 
each other’s company in these new facilities.

This has been a very challenging period 
for RPF, but one that we have navigated 
successfully. The total forecast rental income 
is now some 15% higher than in our business 
plan, increasing RPF’s financial resilience. 
We are confident that we now have a better 
project and can move forward with the 
Museum once the funding environment 
improves. Raeburn Place has global 
significance as the home of international 
rugby, in the genesis of which the Academy 
and the Accies played a key role. As a former 
chief rugby writer of L’Equipe once said: “This 
is where the soul of Scottish rugby is kept”.

For further information and to stay in 
touch with developments, please visit  
www.raeburnplacefoundation.org/news

redevelopment, centred around the 
Museum. The landscape for fundraising in 
the charitable sector is now very challenging 
with lottery funding and grants from 
major charitable trusts being focused on 
supporting existing projects in financial 
distress due to loss of revenue during the 
pandemic. This situation is likely to continue 
well into 2021. We have, in the meantime, 
secured planning consent for minor 
modifications that will add a new entrance 
to the building from Comely Bank Road, 
improving access to the upper floor. Half 
of this will be fitted out with two changing 
rooms, funded by RPF, and a new Clubhouse, 
funded by the Academical Football Club 
(EAFC), the EAFC Board having decided 
that the business risk of the proposed large 
hospitality operation was unacceptably 
high in the current environment. EAFC’s 
fundraising effort for the smaller Clubhouse 
is now underway and we hope that the 
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CRICKET  
In 2020, COVID-19 caused disruptions to 
the cricket schedule at a level not seen 
since WW2, with only a few ad hoc matches 
taking place, most notably defeating last 
years’ league winners, Edinburgh CC, by 
eight wickets with Max Banks (EA 2002–07) 
taking a five-wicket haul. 2020 also marked 
the Club’s 165th anniversary so, amidst 
postponed celebrations, this year’s report 
takes a journey back in time… 

We can trace our origins back to 15 April 
1855, when the first cricket match was played 
at Raeburn Place between the Academy and 
a team of masters and former pupils in a two 
innings game. The acquisition of a playing 
field for the Academy was pioneered by 
Rev John Hannah (EA Rector 1847–54) and 
Robert Balfour (EA 1827–34; EAC Secretary 
1845–69) and Academicals is now the oldest 
‘Old Boys’ cricket club in Scotland; it boasts 
42 Academicals who have played cricket for 
Scotland, including six who have played both 
rugby and cricket internationally.

A legendary roll call
Leslie M Balfour-Melville (EA 1864–71) 
captained the Academy in 1871, going on 
to captain Scotland and defeat Australia in 
1872 at the age of 18; he was inducted into 
the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame in 2002. 
Henry J Stevenson (EA 1880–86), one of the 
great lob bowlers, took five wickets in five 
balls for the Academy in 1886, repeating this 
for Academicals in 1894. Thomas R Marshall 
(EA 1860–67) played for the MCC and 
Scotland, and alongside fellow Academicals 
R Herbert Johnston (EA 1875-80) and Henry 
J Stevenson, was on the Scotland side that 
defeated a Gloucestershire side which 
included W G Grace in 1891.

At the turn of the century, Academicals was 
the pre-eminent cricket club in Scotland; 
players included Rab Bruce-Lockhart (EA 
1930–35), James A Stevenson (EA 1922–34) 
and Archibald MacPherson (EA 1918–27), 
each playing several times for Scotland. 

A round up of the 2019/20 sporting year from our  
Academical Cricket, Curling, Football and Golf  
Clubs as well as, for the first time, the Netball Club. 

In the 1930s, Academicals included eight 
playing members who had represented 
Scotland and, in the 1950s and 60s, our most 
celebrated player was Jimmy Allan (EA 1937–
50), who won 60 caps for Scotland between 
1953 and 1972, played first-class cricket 
for Kent and Warwickshire and captained 
Academicals on tours to Ireland in 1963 and 
1964 and to Canada in 1969. He was inducted 
into Cricket Scotland’s Hall of Fame and a 
bronze head was unveiled in his honour at 
the National Portrait Gallery in 2004. 

In 1953, the East of Scotland League was 
formed (with Academicals first winning 
this in 1957) and, in 1954, the Academicals 
Centenary was celebrated with a two-day 
match against the MCC and a Centenary 
Dinner; the Toast of The Field proposed by 
former Prime Minister Sir Alec Douglas-Home.

The Academicals’ most successful decade 
for silverware was the 1970s, winning the 
Masterton Trophy in 1970 and 1977 and, 
for the first time, the Scottish Cup in 1974 
with Dave Loudon (EA 1963–72) and Henry 
Fairweather (EA 1953–64) playing their part. 
In 1979, as part of the 125th anniversary 
celebrations, Academicals toured North 
America, playing matches from Vancouver  
to California.

Professional signings
Originally an exclusive club for Academy 
alumni, George Reifer was the first 
professional signing in 1981; he represented 
Barbados, and later Scotland. Other signings 
included Nehemiah Perry, who played four 
Tests and 21 One Day Internationals for 
the West Indies, and Peter Steindl, who 
played for Scotland. In the early 2000s, 
Academicals signed a number of Australian 
and New Zealand professionals, including 
Steve Spoljaric who, between 1999 and 
2005, scored 4,092 runs at an average of 66 
and took 148 wickets; his top score of 275* 
against Clackmannan in the 2001 Scottish 
Cup is possibly the highest score in the 

upper echelons of Scottish club cricket. 
Another outstanding sportsman, Stuart 
Moffat (EA 1982–95), represented the 
Scottish national rugby team and played 
first-class cricket for Cambridge University. 
Remarkably, Moffat holds a first-class 
average of 169.

Recent success
Club Captain Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003), 
grandson of former Scotland captain Major 
S H Cosh (EA 1930–38) MBE, led Academicals 
to Championship promotion in 2017, won 
the Championship batting award in 2018 and 
became the first batsman to win the Division 
1 and Championship awards in successive 
years. Cosh and former Academy captain, 
Max Banks (EA 2002–07), scored a Club and 
Championship record opening partnership 
of 258 against Freuchie in 2018.

Looking back and looking forward
In its long history, Raeburn Place hosted 
several international cricket matches 
beginning with three Gentlemen of Scotland 
v Players of Scotland matches in 1865, 1868 
and 1870 and a further two in 1881 and 1883. 
The ground saw Scotland’s first ever ‘cap’ 
game v Cheltenham College Wanderers in 
1870, a match between 22 Scotland players 
and the All England XI in 1871 and a three-day 
match in 1956 where Scotland (captained by 
Major S H Cosh MBE) played Ireland.

We are delighted that this historic ground is 
being redeveloped to reinstate cricket and 
transform Raeburn Place into a sporting 
destination worthy of its heritage.

Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003)  
Captain

For further information, please visit 
www.edinburghacciescricket.com

SPORTS CLUBS
EDINBURGH ACADEMICAL  
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CURLING
This season started promisingly with three 
rinks of five members, however, this did not 
last as Alex Wilkie (EA 1945–56) decided to 
retire from Academical curling for health 
reasons. Soon afterwards, two further 
members also suffered health problems, 
requiring surgical intervention, which put 
them out of action for the rest of the season. 
Happily, both have now fully recovered 
and are planning to curl again next season. 
Despite this, most matches had a full 
complement of eight curlers. 

Performance
Of particular note during the 2019/20 season 
was the impressive performance of Sandy 
Ramsay (EA 1965–75) who was the winning 
skip and also won the ‘points’ competition 
with an impressive 20 points, well above the 
usual tally. Well done Sandy! During the FP 
League 2019/20, we won one match and lost 
one against Heriot’s, lost both our matches 
against Stewart’s Melville, and won one 
match but didn’t play the second – the final 
match of the league – against Watsonians. 

This was due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which curtailed the end of the season, so the 
Anderson-Crerar Trophy was not awarded. 

At-a-glance results
League (Salvesen Quaich): Rink 2: Sandy 
Ramsay (EA 1965–75) (Skip), Dick Scott (EA 
1947–56), Craig Fulton plus various subs

Pairs Competition (Zander Wedderburn 
Glass Tankards): Sandy Young (EA 1942–54) 
and Hugh Lees (EA 1953–59)

Points Competition (Nick Thomson Beer 
Tankard): Sandy Ramsay (EA 1965–75)

Crabbie Salvers: Dick Scott (EA 1947–56), 
Hugh Lees (EA 1953–59), Nigel Malcolm-Smith 
(EA 1942–54), Gordon Wallace (EA 1955–67)

Due to the restrictions imposed by 
lockdown, we were unable to have our AGM 
in April 2020 and the positions of President 
and Vice President are still to be agreed, 
However, Sandy Ramsay has agreed to take 
over the role of Honorary Treasurer from 

FOOTBALL
Times couldn’t get much tougher for the 
players and the Club than the 2019/20 
season! It started with a loss of sixteen 
players from the 2018/19 1st XV squad, 10 
of them to Super 6, and continued with the 
need to play all of the first nine Premiership 
games away, because of the developments 
at Raeburn Place. With the delay in the 
completion of this work, we then had to play 
the second half of the season at either New 
Field or Raeburn Place (though changing 
in Inverleith Park) and the last two games 
at Queensferry due to bad weather. All 
this before COVID-19 called an instant and 
premature halt to activities in March! 

Despite less than ideal training conditions, 
we still regularly had large numbers of 
players who consistently turned up to train 
in all weathers, all season. We struggled 
throughout, only winning four Premiership 
games, although we were through to the 
semi-final of the Scottish Cup – only one 
game away from a final at Murrayfield! In the 
end, after much deliberation, the 2019/20 
season was deemed ‘null and void’ by 
Scottish Rugby and no teams were promoted 
or relegated from any league.

Minis and BATs
The Minis, who for the last two years 
have been based at New Field, continue 
to flourish, with a remarkable 180 young 
players and around 50 parent coaches. This 

shows what a sizeable operation the Minis 
is, making it one of the top Minis sections 
in Scotland. BATs has also grown over the 
year and continues to deliver rugby to over 
a dozen north Edinburgh schools and five 
BATs teams, through its three Development 
Officers and team of casual coaches. 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 caused the annual 
BATs U18 end of season game against the 
Academy 1st XV to be cancelled.

It is very pleasing to see the increased 
cooperation between the EA and the Minis, 
the Senior Club and BATs, and we are all 
most grateful for that. The Academy hosted 
the most successful, sell-out Friends of 
BATs Dinner last October with Ben Ryan as 
the keynote speaker – an evening that was, 
without doubt, the highlight of my rugby year.

As I write this article, the Minis, BATs and 
Senior Club have all started restricted 
training while going through the safe ‘Return 
to Rugby’ protocols. We are still not sure 
what that means for playing rugby during the 
season, but we do know the 2020/21 season 
will not be a normal league season (that’s 
suspended until 2021/22) and, whatever 

rugby is played, it is not likely to start before 
the end of October.

Looking forward
The last few months may have been tough, 
but, as we move into the new year with 
great optimism, we can remind ourselves 
that we are in the Premiership in 2021/22 
(or whenever it restarts), with a great set 
of players, coaches, medical team and 
volunteers, preparing as well as they can 
for the restart to rugby; we have a great 
youth set up through the Minis and BATs too. 
In addition, Phase 1 of the Raeburn Place 
development is basically complete and we 
will have new changing rooms and clubhouse 
in the first quarter of the New Year. Finally, on 
27 March 2021, it will be 150 years since the 
very first international, which of course was 
played at Raeburn Place. Let’s all hope we get 
back to some normality and rugby soon.

John Wright   
Honorary Secretary

For further information, please visit 
www.edinburghaccies.com

Gordon Wallace (EA 1955–67). Gordon 
has been a stalwart member of the EA 
Curling Club since 1970, taking on the 
role of President in 2006/07 and acting as 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer since 
2008. We thank him for his enthusiasm and 
organisational skills in running the Club for 
such a long period.

Finally, we currently have enough players 
for three rinks but would be delighted to 
welcome new members. We are an ‘open’ 
club, so if anyone known to Accies would 
like to join, do please make contact.  Next 
season, we will see limitations on how 
we curl with only one sweeper and other 
changes designed to enable us to play as 
safely as possible. We currently play both 
afternoon and evening sessions for league 
matches and evening sessions for matches 
against other FP teams.

John Lang (EA 1958–66)  
Hon Secretary

For further information, please contact 
johnlang445@btinternet.com
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GOLF
First of all, I hope this finds you and 
your families well and safe. During these 
challenging times, we have all had the 
chance to appreciate fully our families and 
friends, and to reflect on priorities. Golf, of 
course, has a cherished place in the latter for 
members of EAGC!

Following last year’s many excellent team 
performances, living up to the school 
motto of ‘Always excel’, it is bizarre to have 
to report on an almost total shutdown 
of competitive golfing activities this year. 
No team competitions, no knockouts, no 
medals, no dinners, no sun-drenched 
photographs of Brancaster or the 
Honourable Company. In their place, Zoom 
committee meetings and virtual drinks. A 
Halford Hewitt team, featuring some eagerly 
anticipated new blood and facing another 
benign-looking draw, had to be stood 
down at the last minute. Even the eventual, 
gradual re-emergence of holes 1 to 18 has 
been blighted by the continuing absence of 
the 19th – an anxious time of involuntary 
moderation for the Club.

NETBALL
The Edinburgh Academical Netball Club is 
a new and ambitious member of the Accies 
family. Established in 2018 by former Scotland 
internationalist Gemma Sole and University 
of Bath teammate, Janine Korologa, the EA 
Netball Club is piloting a new high performance 
model for netball clubs in Scotland.

Building on championship success
Our first season saw notable success, 
including debut Scotland caps for three 
members – Abbie Acheson, Beth Weir and 
Rachel Conway – all of whom contributed to 
the Scottish Thistles’ home victory against 
Gibraltar. However, the pinnacle of our 
inaugural season was a crucial victory in 
Aberdeen that resulted in EANC becoming 
Scottish Cup Champions in May 2019. Our 
second season has continued to build on this 
success, including the notable recruitment 
of new Head Coach, Trish Wilcox. Trish is 
the former Welsh International Coach and 
Head Coach of Superleague franchise Celtic 
Dragons, and she has continued to enhance 
the programme and challenge our athletes. 

Entering a new league!
While we were unable to defend our Scottish 
Cup title due to COVID-19, the 2019/20 
season has not been without silverware. The 
Club participated in the new and innovative 
Sixes Netball League, currently the only 
nationwide netball league in Scotland. This 
performance-oriented competition invited 

top teams from around the country to 
compete for the Sixes Netball League Trophy. 
Although finals day was cancelled due to 
lockdown, the Club claimed the title having 
finished in poll position after all the round 
robin matches were played.

In pursuit of excellence
Under the stewardship of former Netball 
Scotland Performance Director, Mary Ann 
Cosgrove, we have also created a new youth 
programme called ACE Netball (Accies Centre 
of Excellence for Netball). This aims to support 
players in the East of Scotland, aged 15–19, 
who have the ambition to develop their 
netball to representational level.

We are proud to carry the Academical name 
and to represent the Accies on and off court. 
Our success is down to the enthusiasm and 
ambition of our players and coaches, but also 
due to the support of our generous sponsors, 
notably Purdie & Co and Murray & Currie, who 
are helping us to get from good to great. We’d 
like to extend thanks to our Accies family for 
their tremendous support on match days, 
which is unrivalled in netball circles.

Gemma Sole   
President

For further information, please visit 
www.edinburghacciesnetball.
wordpress.com

What of results? Well, last year’s Club 
Championship final remains unresolved for 
the moment. David Simson (EA 1971–85) and 
your correspondent aim to lock horns once 
conditions allow and lunch has resumed 
at the Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers. The Captains’ Challenge took place 
at Luffness pre lockdown where Heriot’s, 
in the form of John Archibald, narrowly but 
deservedly lifted the honours that had been 
secured in the inaugural contest by our very 
own Brian Hay Smith (1970–84). Mea culpa… 
Happily, prolonged golflessness need not 
mean inertia. Rejuvenation is afoot. 

Work to create golf facilities at the Junior 
School has regrouped lately and progress 
is encouraging despite the delay, with 
architects commissioned. The ambition 
is to provide pupils with a way into golf at 
an early age, properly coached, to unlock 
the potential to do more and better for 
those who develop an ongoing interest in 
the game. This includes representing the 
Academy through the EA Golf Club and we 
hope to have this up and running at the start 
of next year.

It is with great sadness, at this point, that I 
must record the premature passing, in his 
early 50s, of a long-standing and much-loved 
Accie golfer, Andrew Simpson (EA 1973–87). 
Our thoughts are with his family. Andrew is 
much missed and fondly remembered and 
we hope his sons will play an increasing part 
in this Club. 

In closing, it has been a great privilege 
to serve as Captain for these past two 
years and to experience first hand the 
dedication, good humour and capability 
of our committee members. Thanks to all 
of them for being the real sustaining and 
enabling force behind the Club. Last, but not 
least, a warm welcome to Johnny McGlynn 
(EA 1978–84), another scion of Aberdour 
and your Captain from January. The club is 
in good hands and excellent fettle. Younger 
members are flocking to our doors – let’s 
keep ‘em coming!

Michael MacPhee (EA 1969–82)  
Captain 

For further information, please visit  
www.edinburghacciesgolf.com
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A round up of the Academical  

get-togethers that took place  

during 2019/20

Events 
& REUNIONS

Business Breakfasts are a new venture for 
us and, following the success of the London 
event in March 2019, our first early morning 
Edinburgh gathering took place in the newly 
opened hotel, Yotel, at the west end of 
Queen Street. An eclectic group of some 30 
Accies arrived promptly at 8.15am to tuck 
into traditional breakfast fare and renew 
contacts. Now working as everything from 
vets to bank managers, many had not met 
since their schooldays and it was particularly 
gratifying to hear Chris Duncan (EA 1966–
80), now an architect with Mill Architects 
Ltd, say to Michael Boyd (EA 1973–86), now 
a stonemason, “Yes, that’s exactly what I 
am looking for!” As people started to leave, 
Brian Hay Smith (EA 1970–84) bounced up 
to me to say, “Great, just what we need, 
let’s have another soon and not restricted 
to Academicals… ”.  Alison Wardrop (EA 
Staff 2016–20), who had done all the work 
to set this up, was recovering from a minor 
operation so Laura Thurlow deputised for 
her most ably.

Evening Drinks took place at Whigams 
with many of the morning’s breakfasters 
reappearing to be joined by another 30 
or so thirsty Academicals, ranging from 
youngsters like Max Mills (EA 1991–2004), 
Jamie Zegelman (EA 1991–2004) and Harry 
Paton (EA 1992–2005) to old faithfuls 
including Ronnie Sloan (EA 1948–60) and 
Mark Galloway (EA 1976–85). Owner, Nick 
Henderson (EA 1956–65) was there too, to 
make sure we behaved ourselves! 
Tony Cook   
(EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003)

With over 30 people in attendance, the 
dinner attracted former pupils of all 
ages, ranging from more recent school 
leavers to those who’d enjoyed their own 
hailes matches at least 50 years earlier. 
The evening’s entertainment took the 
form of a school quiz, delivered by Tony 
Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003), 
President of the EAC. Our thanks go to Colin 
Cunningham (EA 1954–61) for his efforts 
in arranging the evening and also for his 
brilliant management of the London branch 
of the Edinburgh Academical Club over an 
impressive tenure.
James Munro  (EA 1997–2010)

Edinburgh World Heritage hosted a talk by 
John D O Fulton (EA 1960–72) following the 
publication of his book 66, the House that 
Viewed the World. Set in 66 Queen St, John’s 
book relates the story of the people and 
events associated with this house over a 
period of 210 years from 1790. The Scottish 
Enlightenment empowered their lives and 
the characters range from heroes to villains. 
John describes how Edinburgh developed 
to become the intellectual, banking and 
professional capital of the Scotland we 
know today and his book is full of fascinating 
stories featuring Academicals including 
Robert Louis Stevenson. As Alexander McCall 
Smith says in his review: “One of the most 
vivid works of historical narration…” 
Tony Cook   
(EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003)

EAC Networking Business Breakfast 
& Evening Drinks
Yotel, Edinburgh  | 25 October 2019

2019 EAC London Dinner
Caledonian Club, London  |  
31 October 2019

Book launch
Signet Library, Edinburgh  |  
26 November 2019 
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A cheerful group of around 50 Accies, 
covering a wide cross-section of the 
community, gathered together for the 
annual Christmas Drinks event, hosted 
by the Rector. Among them were former 
Rector, John Light (EA Staff 1995–2008) and 
his daughter Nicky Brown (EA 1997–99), 
no fewer than four EAFC past Presidents 
in George Menzies (EA 1948–62), Vincent 
O’Donoghue, David Parker and Ronnie Sloan 
(EA 1948–60), as well as the Chair of the 
Parents’ Association, Fiona Lane and Chair 
of the Pipe Band Committee, Tor Crawley. A 
good spread of ages was represented, from 
the spry 90 year old John Lister (EA Staff 
1958–90) to young Accies in their 20s, and we 
are all grateful to Barry Welsh for initiating 
this enjoyable event back in 2017. It’s a much 
appreciated opportunity to meet and chat to 
him, along with so many other old friends… 
and the mince pies were excellent too!
Rob Cowie  (EA Staff 1963–2000)

The Class of 2019 Leavers’ Drinks took place 
in the comfortable if cramped surroundings 
of Hector’s. Cramped? Yes, cramped – 
because the turnout was fantastic! With the 
largest group of freshly christened Accies 
attending this annual event to date, it was 
wonderful to be joined by a good number 
of slightly older Accies too, in a thoroughly 
congenial and all round convivial evening. 
The showing of school pride was not only 
demonstrated through such impressive 
attendance but in the wearing of Accies’ 
ties and pendants. Hearing many stories 
of the best bits, worst bits and biggest 
surprises of many a first university term was 
a pleasure, even if, as the curmudgeonly 
teacher, I winced at the number of times I 
heard that “it was hard work” – with my reply 
being “… and what did you expect?!” In the 
class of 2019, the Accie love is strong, and 
we hope that it’s not too long before we can 
assemble again, perhaps in the new Raeburn 
Place Clubhouse? Meantime, well done to 
Alison Wardrop (EA Staff 2016–20) and Tony 
Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003) for 
masterminding this hugely successful event, 
and to the Edinburgh Academical Club for 
footing the bill for the first round of drinks!
Angus Tully  (EA Staff 2004–present)

Held at the same venue as the October 
event, nearly 50 people turned up to our 
second Business Breakfast in Edinburgh, 
including several colleagues of Academicals. 
This time we invited a speaker and were 
delighted that Ian Stirling (EA 1987–2000), 
in the process of setting up the new Port 
of Leith Distillery with Paddy Fletcher (EA 
1987–2000), was able to spend a dynamic 
ten minutes giving us a graphic account 
of the ups and downs of a new start-up. 
Although whisky is the distillery’s main aim, 
gin is its main product for the moment and 
Ian generously donated a bottle to the lucky 
winner of a business card draw. Prompted 
by a suggestion from the Rector, senior EA 
students were also invited to attend the 
event to get a feel for the world beyond 
school and Hamish Cartwright (EA 2010–20) 
was delighted to be able to speak to several 
people about his interests in a career in 
property and land development.
Tony Cook   
(EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003)

Rector’s Christmas Drinks 
Main Hall | 13 December 2019

EAC Class of 2015–2019 Leavers’ Drinks
Hector’s, Edinburgh  | 18 December 2019

EAC Networking Business Breakfast  
& Evening Drinks
Yotel, Edinburgh  | 17 January 2020
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EAC London Networking Business 
Breakfast & Evening Drinks
The Tokenhouse, London | 12 March 2020

School or university reunions are often 
mystery tours. We all change with the years 
and for me, little compares with the horror 
of having had a complete stranger making a 
beeline for me while braying: “Alec, how good 
to see you!”

Staff reunions are not like that, for two 
reasons. Firstly, we were (mostly) already 
grown up as teachers and secondly, 
Academy staff don’t seem to age. Thus it was 
an unqualified delight, on Friday 6 March 
2020, to be in the Main Hall with former and 
current staff, non-teaching and teaching, 
from Henderson Row and Arboretum Road. 
We reminisced, caught up on each other’s 
deeds and misdeeds and told tales which 
grew ever taller, and certainly longer, as the 
evening progressed.

Warm thanks to the Chairman of the Court 
for her kind hospitality and to the Rector 
for his fine words, reminding us all that a 
school’s reputation and success are built 
on and built by teachers and support staff. 
Thank you also to David Black of Sodexho 
whose welcome smile is always as warm as 
his spicy curries, and to the admirable Alison 
Wardrop (EA Staff 2016–20) who put in all the 
background work, which made the evening 
such a success. We hope for a repeat 
gathering in 2023… if the Covid-19 lockdown 
has been lifted by then.
John Light   (EA Staff 1995–2008)

All Staff Reunion
Main Hall  | 6 March 2020

Despite difficult circumstances, as the full 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic began to 
make itself felt, it was pleasing to see such 
a good turn out for the evening drinks as 
Accies of all generations descended on The 
Tokenhouse in central London – a good time 
was had by one and all! Many thanks to the 
School for their help in arranging this.
James Munro  (EA 1997–2010)

A blustery day with frequent snow showers 
did not, for a minute, deter a hardy bunch 
of some forty 1959 (and before) leavers 
from entering into the spirit of the occasion 
with great enthusiasm. A J (Alastair) Cook 
(EA 1947–56) was first to arrive – several 
years older than me at School, and one of 
my great sporting heroes. He brought a 
clutch of memorabilia from his past exploits, 
including the Commonwealth Games, 
much to the delight of Honorary Archivist, 
Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70). Others 
quickly followed, including James Burnet 
(EA 1936–49; EA Staff 1973–88) and Nigel 
Malcolm-Smith (EA 1942–54), both pipers 
of distinction but, alas, without their pipes. 
Stuart Guild (EA 1930–39) was the oldest to 
join the lunch group, having left the Academy 
in 1939 just before WW2 started, and they 
all set off with vigour to explore their old 
haunts, Is Down the Hill still there? No! What 
about Bags Atkinson’s classroom? Why does 
it no longer have oak benches with inkwells 
at the corners? Sheltering at one point in 
Sandra Hennessy’s DT room, the older Accies 
were delighted to meet her vibrant students 
– a tonic in their enthusiasm for the life they 
enjoy as pupils and their desire to know 
and understand how things had changed. 
Thanks to Lucy Reevely who valiantly stood 
in for Alison Wardrop, who had organised the 
event but left the EA before it took place.   
Tony Cook   
(EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003)

1959 (and before) Leavers’ Lunch
Main Hall   | 20 February 2020
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in London

A new Committee was formed in 2020 to grow the 
London branch of the Edinburgh Academical Club. 
We aim to build on the foundations laid by Colin 

Cunningham over the past 30 years; Colin played a 
monumental role in promoting the Club and, moving 

forward, will continue to advise the newly-formed 
Committee. 

This transition aims to rejuvenate the EAC in London, creating 
regular opportunities for London and South East-based Accies, of 

all ages and outlooks, to attend interesting events, reconnect with 
old friends and establish new ones. Plans already discussed include 

organising informal drinks in interesting venues and guest evenings 
to hear from inspiring Accies about their achievements.  

We are particularly keen to increase and encourage greater 
participation of women Academicals. As part of this, we are looking 

to host events specifically aimed at this growing element of our Accie 
community.

We’ve already held a couple of informal networking drinks and will send 
out a survey in due course to find the best way to tailor the London EAC’s 

offering around its members and their lifestyles. Your feedback would be 
greatly appreciated!

We would like to involve as many people as possible in our refreshed EAC 
London branch so if you’d like to hear more, offer help, or get involved,  

please email us at accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk and spread  
the word amongst your own network!

Floreat Academia!
James Munro (EA 1997–2010) 

London Branch Committee
James Munro (EA 1997–2010), Cathy Adams  
(EA 2009–10), Will Lutton (EA 1991–2005), 
Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76) and  
Georgina Usher (EA 1988–90)

A FRESH START  
FOR ACCIES  

Rowing Across the Atlantic was the rather 
matter of fact title for the second of the 
Academical Club’s lectures, designed to 
challenge and inspire. A packed Main Hall 
listened, enthralled, to a most understated 
talk on a most remarkable feat. The three 
MacLean brothers, Ewan, Jamie and Lachlan, 
had recently completed the Talisker Whisky 
Atlantic Challenge and, in doing so, had 
become the first three brothers to row any 
ocean, the youngest trio to row the Atlantic 
Ocean and the fastest trio to row the Atlantic 
Ocean. They give their own account of their 
adventure in Three Men in a Boat on  
pages 12–15. 

In February, it was Ewan (EA 2007–10) 
and Jamie (EA 2009–12) who gave the 
presentation, handicapped ever so slightly 
by our sound system. Lachlan (EA 2010–16) 
had jumped ship and stayed in the West 
Indies – the prospect of a spell of ocean 
cruising to deepen his philosophical insights 
just too appealing. Their words and video 
clips told a remarkable tale – the bits they 

EAC Lecture
Main Hall   | 26 February 2020

left out or glossed over speaking volumes 
about the resourceful and gutsy way they 
had coped with the challenges they faced. 
The intent faces and shining eyes of the 
many older Accies, parents and friends 
present told of the impact their story had – 
memories and dreams rekindled.

A four-figure sum was raised in the collection 
for Children 1st and Feedback Madagascar 
and, as the gathering migrated across to 
the Dining Hall for drinks and nibbles, they 
eagerly grasped the chance to quiz two 
extremely patient and impressive young men 
on their outstanding achievement.
Rob Cowie  (EA Staff 1963–2000)
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ACADEMICAL  
STAFF WELCOME

Nelson Bassett
Support Staff  

Alexandra Brennan
Junior School  

Gary Cunningham
Support Staff  

Celia Deakin
Senior School

William Esland
Senior School 

Claire Hancox
Senior School 

Annette Jamieson
Senior School 

Nicola Long
Senior School

David Nicoll
Junior School 

Javier Palacios Dacal
Junior School

DURING 2019/20, WE WELCOMED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF STAFF INTO 

THE ACADEMICAL CLUB AS LIFE MEMBERS, FOLLOWING THEIR FIVE YEARS OF 

DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL.

Marianthi 
Papadopoulou 
Senior School  

Morag Robertson
Junior School

Natasha Teasdale
Support Staff 
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Yvonne Harley  
(EA Staff 1995–2020) 
Head of Careers & Teacher of 
Modern Languages 

The EA that Yvonne joined in 1995 was so 
different to the one we have today with very 
few female members of staff and some male 
colleagues still adjusting to the fact that the 
‘monstrous regiment’ had been admitted 
at all; allowing girls into Seniors in the 
1970s had been challenging enough! Enter 
Yvonne, a sophisticated Parisienne, fresh 

from Moray House via the French Trade 
Commission where she had been in the 
French Diplomatic Service… 

As a French teacher, Yvonne is known for her 
‘rigueur intellectuelle’. Visiting oral examiners 
regularly comment that our Advanced 
Higher pupils are prepared to a level way 
beyond the SQA syllabus and generations 
of pupils have benefited from her expertise, 
reflected in some of our best ever exam 
results. Yvonne organised regular A-level 
French and History trips to Paris, where a 
happy culture fest was enjoyed by all… and 
took part in trips that became memorable 
for other reasons! The Seconds’ annual jaunt 
to Le Touquet, to stay with French families, 
always involved an overnight ferry crossing, 
most of which was spent in corridors 
persuading excited 12 year olds back into 
their cabins to spare them the sight of 
over-lively German bikers. One trip to Russia 
included a train journey from St Petersburg 
to Moscow, where the onboard catering 
relied heavily on the use of pre-revolutionary 
and highly unsanitary samovars; on arrival, 
our accommodation in a 5,000-room 
hotel featured a well-publicised cockroach 
infestation… luckily Mr Harley was equipped 
with a lightweight flame thrower. Yvonne also 
fostered a French exchange with the Lycée 
St Louis de Gonzague, a prestigious private 
school in Paris. Setting off in the school 
minibus with a group of Sevenths and a 
heavily loaded roof rack, some luggage blew 
off in the middle of the dual carriageway, 
resulting in an awkward encounter with the 
transport police. 

Roger Wightman’s recollection of Yvonne’s 
appointment as Head of Careers in 2010 
was that it both started to address the 
gender imbalance in staff and also felt like 
‘a true professional had taken over’. This 
new appointment led to many ‘Thelma 
and Louise’ adventures with Fiona Slavin, 
including being locked in Edinburgh Zoo, in 
the dark, after an Aberdeen University event 

ACADEMICAL  

STAFF VALETE
EACH YEAR, AS THEY RETIRE FROM POST OR MOVE ONTO PASTURES NEW DURING THE YEAR 

IN REVIEW, THE ACADEMICAL GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE THE UNIQUE AND 

REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 

Mary Livingston  
(EA Staff 1996–2018) 
Senior School Nurse  

During her time at the School, Mary saw 
many changes not least of which was the 
move to co-ed. The part of school life that 
remained constant throughout, however, 
was Mary’s undoubted professionalism and 
her ability to remain calm in a crisis; also her 
kindness and ability to put all at their ease. 
Mary always made time to talk and listen 
to the pupils and staff who came to her 
for treatment and care and this made the 
treatment room a real oasis for some pupils, 
away from the busy life of a bustling school. 
She will be greatly missed by pupils and  
staff alike and we wish Mary every joy in  
her retirement.
Guy Cartwright  (EA Staff 2010–present) 
Bursar

Lesley Paterson 
(EA Staff 1990–2018) 
Junior School Deputy Head 

Lesley Paterson has left an indelible mark on 
the lives of thousands of children. An alumna 
of Harris Academy and Dundee College of 
Education, she joined the Academy in 1990, 
having previously taught in her native city 
at Park Place Primary, Brackens Primary 
and Glebelands Primary, prior to moving 
south and spending two years setting up 
and running the Nursery at Clifton Hall. As a 
teacher, a Head of Department and latterly 
Deputy Head, Lesley was a frighteningly 
efficient administrator and passionate about 
the education of young children. However, 
it was her compassion and the individual 
time and attention that she gave to everyone 
in her care – adult and child alike – that set 
her apart as an educator and as a human 
being. Someone once said to me that if you 
were to cut Lesley, her blood would run 
Academy Blue and I could not put it better. 
We all miss her and, on a personal level, I 
am hugely grateful for her excellent service 
to the School, her wise counsel and, most 
importantly, her warm and greatly valued 
friendship.
Gavin Calder  (EA Staff 2011–present) 
Headteacher 

and ending up at the SCIS UCAS conference, 
on a tour of the Stirling Observatory, with a 
group of one-armed golfers. 
 
On a serious note, her tenure in Careers 
saw an increasingly complex and challenging 
landscape emerge and, against this, 
we reviewed our Senior School exam 
curriculum; Yvonne’s input on how those 
changes would impact on pupils’ UCAS 
profiles was invaluable. Yvonne epitomises 
so many good things about staff at the 
Academy – first and foremost she cares 
deeply about the pupils. A loyal and 
supportive colleague and a dear friend, 
she is greatly appreciated in the Modern 
Languages Department and in Careers, 
where she has been an inspiration for so 
many of us. 
Sarah Heintze  (EA Staff 1994–present) 
Head of Modern Languages (with thanks to 
Fiona Slavin and Roger Wightman)
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Norma Wood  
(EA Staff 1996–2020) 
Careers Advisor &  
Careers Librarian 

Norma joined the EA as an exam invigilator 
and, in 2008, accepted the position 
of Careers Librarian. She modernised 
the Careers Library and developed an 
impressive bank of Careers resources, all 
still books and magazines then! Her genuine 
interest in Higher Education and our pupils’ 
futures became apparent and, in 2009, she 
became a fully-fledged Careers Advisor.

Giving clear and sound advice came naturally 
to Norma and her friendly approach put 
people at ease. A graduate of Aberdeen 
University herself, she acquired a wealth of 
knowledge about Scottish universities and 
colleges as well as opportunities in England 
and beyond. Soon pupils realised that if 
you went to see Mrs Wood you would get 
up-to-date and personalised information 
and, crucially, a warm welcome and lots of 
empathy! She became busier and busier and 
I am very grateful to her for her support as 
a colleague and as a friend. Helpful, kind, 
reliable, quick and efficient – she’s been 
the colleague everyone wishes for. Many 
of our students owe much to Norma, who 
always went that extra mile, often opening 
their eyes to avenues they may not have 
considered. She was particularly good at 
helping those whose exam results were 
not quite what they wished for, and whose 
aspirations created challenges. Who else 
could have found a course in Aviation 
at Craven College, potentially leading to 
becoming a pilot, for a pupil who had given 
up hope?

Norma loves travelling and always had 
interesting tips for the Careers Team after 
her European escapades. Sadly, COVID-19 
has put a temporary stop on her big South 
Africa retirement trip and visiting her 
daughter in Australia. Closer to home, Norma 
will remain part of the Academy community 
as a lively member of the EA Girls group 
of friends. She can now make the most of 
her retirement and enjoy her family and 
numerous interests, safe in the knowledge 
that her contribution to the future lives of 
many pupils at the Academy has been highly 
valued. Norma will be sorely missed by 
pupils, parents and everyone in the Careers 
Team.
Yvonne Harley  (EA Staff 1995–2020) 
Head of Careers & Teacher of Modern 
Languages

Nick Armstrong  
(EA Staff 1997–2020) 
Head of Physics 

Nick read Natural Philosophy at Wadham 
College, Oxford. Actually, he claims to have 
read as little as possible as it sent him to 
sleep, a tactic allowing him more time to train 
and gain his Athletics Blue. After graduating, 
he spent five years in industry before moving 
into teaching and being appointed Head of 
Physics by John Light. As well as two years as 
Head of IT, Nick was also a class teacher and 
coached rugby, athletics and golf. A long-time 
member of the Common Room Committee, 
eventually serving as Chairman, he was also 
Deputy Director of Studies under Roger 
Wightman. In other words, there are few jobs 
Nick did not do and, additionally, the success 
of the James Clerk Maxwell Science Centre 
owes much to his vision and determination. 
But I do wonder how many other Heads of 
Department had to explain to the Rector why 
loud banjo music was coming from a room 
next to the Main Hall during assembly…
 
Nick was fair, approachable and 
appreciative… but no pushover. He opened 
windows of understanding to his pupils and 
enjoyed challenging them to excel. Genuinely 
exceptional at teaching abstract topics, he 
introduced the CERN trips, opening the eyes 
of a large numbers of pupils (and staff) to the 
beauty of sub-atomic physics and particle 
accelerators. A GCSE and A-level marker, he 
latterly had a new career as an author. As 
a timetabler for nine years, Nick’s skills at 
problem solving and meeting the diverse 
needs of different departments came to the 
fore – sorting out pressures such as fitting in 
a group of St Margaret’s girls for the last few 
weeks of the summer term and the School’s 
move to becoming fully co-ed.
 
Nick made huge contributions to rugby and 
athletics over the years, not just coaching 
but Saturdays spent encouraging pupils to 
put into practice the skills they learned from 
him during the week. He has encouraged 
numerous pupils to play golf and has played 
on most golf courses in southern Scotland. 
I am sure much of his retirement will be 
spent happily this way. Nick has at least 
one Scottish ancestor and the Armstrong 
clan motto is ‘Invictus maneo’ or, ‘I remain 
unvanquished’. As he leaves the Academy, I 
can’t think of more fitting words! I believe I 
speak for us all when I say we are grateful to 
have had Nick as a colleague and a friend.
Alastair MacPherson  (EA Staff 2003–present) 
Head of Biology

Sandy Gammack  
(EA Staff 1998–2020) 
School Gardener  

It is a universal truth that Sandy Gammack 
was a most popular person around the 
Edinburgh Academy. A collective groan 
echoed around the staffroom when it was 
announced that he was tidying up his tools 
and leaving his lawnmower behind as he 
retired as School Gardener – a position he 
held for 22 years – his presence seemed 
forever rooted in our working lives. The 
high esteem in which Sandy was held by 
the whole community resulted from an 
appreciation of the effects of his gardening 
on our day-to-day lives: the feel good factor 
of the flower beds, the pleasure in passing 
planters, the lightness from Donaldson’s 
Lawn… and the luxury of languishing on it on 
hot summer days. He managed all this from 
a garage and a couple of greenhouses!

Sandy’s easygoing nature was at the heart of 
his success. He always had a friendly word 
for everyone passing his way, expressing 
interest in our lives with dignity and humility. 
We all had a good laugh with Sandy at some 
point too – he was just that kind of person 
who can read others really well. Those 
qualities made him a gentle and patient 
teacher to the pupils he worked with through 
Gardening Club or Eco Committee. Always 
calm, courteous and generous with his 
time, both pupils and staff naturally turned 
to him for gardening help and advice. One 
memorable summer term, a few years ago, 
his input and influence led to the Senior 
School winning a Gold Award for their 
kitchen garden entry at the Pocket Garden 
School Competition (run by Keep Scotland 
Beautiful) at Gardening Scotland, Edinburgh. 

We will miss the day-to-day connection we all 
had with Sandy. His legacy lives on, however, 
through the school grounds, which we will 
continue to appreciate while Sandy goes off 
to enjoy his many and wide ranging interests 
beyond the School gates. Cheerio Sandy but 
haste ye back!
Fiona Constable  (EA Staff 2011–present) 
Teacher of Support for Learning

Margaret Turner  
(EA Staff 2002–19) 
Accounts Clerk  

Margaret always went about her work with 
a quiet but assertive confidence, vastly 
experienced in the role having worked 
previously in a large dairy company. One of 
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Anna Scaramuccia  
(EA Staff 2004–2020) 
Admissions Assistant  
(to the Registrar) 

The School Office has been through many 
changes over the years but one constant 
has been the sound of singing, humming 
or whistling as Susan Stewart and Anna 
Scaramuccia went about their work. A visiting 
music examiner once remarked that ‘this 
must be a very musical school since even the 
secretaries sing!’ 

Anna worked alongside Susan for the 
majority of her years of service to the 
Academy and you could always be sure of a 
cheery greeting and a bit of banter as you 
passed through the School Office. Warm and 
engaging, with a great sense of fun, she has 
many good stories – Jeremy Fenton once 
let slip that he loved Christmas carols sung 
by children so Anna and Susan organised a 
group of Geits choristers to creep up on him 
as he bent over his marking and burst into a 
loud rendition of Hark the Herald Angels! 

Hugely popular with staff and pupils alike, 
Anna had the honour of being serenaded 
on her 60th birthday by a piper in the Yards. 
When, four years ago, she transferred to 
the quieter environment of the Admissions 
department, she became a welcome 
addition to our small team, adapting willingly 
to new ways of working and learning a huge 

Jackie Murray Brown  
(EA Staff 2007–20) 
Admissions Registrar  

Jackie started in the Nursery and Junior 
School as the first girls began their 
educational journeys in Arboretum Road. 
In 2007, a school that had promoted and 
espoused the perceived benefits of a 
single sex education was suddenly ‘selling’ 
co-education and all of its benefits! Working 
closely with my predecessor, Caroline 
Bashford, Jackie was pivotal in the massively 
successful transition from the School then, 
to the one I inherited in 2011 – a Junior 
School where only historical knowledge 
would tell you that it had been anything 
other than a co-educational establishment 
where girls and boys flourished together.

For my first three years in post, Jackie 
worked in the office next door. Nothing 
was ever too much trouble and she was a 
wonderful source of counsel to her new 
next door neighbour. She and Terry Maguire 
shared an office and the great guffaws that 

Jonathan Smith  
(EA Staff 2007–20) 
Teacher of Physics and  
General Science 

When I look at the amazing contribution 
that Jonathan has made to the Academy, I 
don’t know how we’ll ever replace him. I have 
his contact details so that I can continue to 
access his expertise – especially regarding 
some of the weird and wonderful artefacts 
in the Physics prep room, which I’m scared to 
touch in case I accidentally whisk the school 
into another dimension. Over the summer, 
as I get his room ready for our new teacher, 
I will wear thick rubber shoes and possibly 
a hazmat suit, just in case any of his Science 
Club experiments have come to life during 
lockdown.

Jonathan grew up here in Edinburgh and we’ll 
forgive him for going to Stewart’s Melville. 
At Heriot-Watt University he pursued his 
interest in optics and atmospheric physics 
and spent a highly successful career 

her principal responsibilities was processing 
the payroll and, with a great head for 
numbers and an eye for detail, she was 
ideally suited to this.

Away from work, Margaret was an extremely 
keen lawn bowler and, on the green, her 
ultra-competitive nature came out and saw 
her achieving national honours. In 2017 
she was in the team of four who won the 
national club competition that entitled them 
to represent Scotland the following year. This 
achievement came after many near misses 
when Margaret and her teammates had 
been runners up.    

Margaret was a pleasure to work with. She 
had a great sense of humour and was always 
ready to help colleagues with problems or 
issues. We wish her the best of luck in her 
retirement and every success on the bowling 
green where, I am sure, she will be ever 
present throughout the summer months.
Guy Cartwright  (EA Staff 2010–present) 
Bursar

used to come from that direction brought 
huge joy – Jackie has a great sense of fun and 
a wonderful sense of humour. Of course, a 
major part of her job involved dealing with 
new parents and Jackie’s polite manner, 
warmth and calm persona made her, in my 
mind, unrivalled in this role. The fact that 
the Junior School has grown to the size 
it is now is testament to her exceptional 
groundwork. Prior to 2014, we operated 
separate Admissions set-ups in the two 
schools but following a change in Senior 
School staffing it was, to use a colloquialism, 
a ‘no-brainer’ when Rector Marco Longmore, 
Guy Cartwright and I offered Jackie the new 
role of Admissions Registrar for the whole 
School. As our biggest intake areas, Nursery 
and Primary 1 continued to take up much of 
her time but it is testament to her ability, and 
her work alongside new colleagues, that the  
Senior School now operates at full capacity too.

Jackie leaves for a well-deserved retirement 
but she will certainly not be idle as, during 
the summer, she became a grandmother for 
the first time with the arrival of Matilda Orla, 
a daughter for Griselda and Tom. I’m sure 
she will also be keeping up with happenings 
in Ambridge as The Archers was often a 
shared topic of conversation on a Monday 
morning! The Academy owes Jackie a huge 
debt of gratitude and she leaves with all of 
our best wishes.
Gavin Calder  (EA Staff 2011–present) 
Headteacher

amount about the Admissions process 
throughout the School, from Nursery 
entry to 6ths and 7ths subject choices. The 
vagaries of the new telephone system might 
remain a mystery, but the phone was always 
answered promptly and politely and Anna’s 
lovely Stornoway accent was a winner with 
many a caller. 

Fluent in three languages, Anna was born 
into an Italian family, spending her first five 
years in a small village near Lucca with her 
grandmother while her parents established 
a café business in Stornoway. Once reunited 
with them, she spoke Gaelic at school and 
picked up English along the way. She enjoyed 
lending a helping hand to Angus Tully with 
the Chamber Choir’s Gaelic pronunciation as 
they prepared for their Mod entry this year.

Retirement will allow Anna to spend more 
time with her immediate family – sons Tony 
(in Australia) and Louis and two grandsons, 
Ramsay and Murray (nearer to home in 
Dunfermline) – and, lockdown permitting, 
with extended family and friends in 
Stornoway and Italy too. She will also have 
more time to enjoy singing! Anna will be 
much missed at the Academy where she has 
many good friends. 
Jackie Murray Brown  (EA Staff 2007–20) 
Admissions Registrar 
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in research, working with a number of 
universities as well as the Met Office, and 
contributing to the use of satellite data in 
weather forecasting. The research world’s 
loss was the Academy’s gain when, in 2005, 
he decided to train as a Physics teacher. A 
valued teacher and mentor, he contributed 
hugely to the development of the School’s 
Physics department and found time to 
run the Science Club and the Raspberry 
Pi Club, to act as Senior School Health & 
Safety Coordinator for seven years and, 
on occasion, to teach Biology, Computing 
Science, Numeracy, Astrophotography  
and Chemistry.
 
Jonathan found many ways to show pupils 
how Physics is used in the outside world, 
from arranging the loan of Moon rocks 
to running trips to CERN to organising 
conferences. Danny Stewart remembers 
his inspired approach to teaching complex 
topics, including chalking hopscotch grids 
across the Yards to teach the hopscotch 
programming language!  Joining the CCF 
(RAF) on arriving at the EA, Jonathan was 
commissioned in 2008, promptly rising 
to Section Commander. Sarah Heintz, in 
her role as Contingent Commander, has 
been grateful to Jonathan for his support 
and particularly his introduction of gliding 
to cadets. As she says, “His title, Dr of 
Clouds, has served him well; it is not every 
Cadet Force Adult Volunteer that has such 
meteorological expertise!”

I’ll close with Danny Stewart’s words: “The 
main point is that Jonathan is a genuinely 
lovely bloke who will do anything for anyone. 
Never shouty, never the star of the show 
but an old school master who can turn his 
hand to anything to help and support the 
school.” Jonathan, thank you for everything 
you’ve done for the School and the Physics 
department in particular. You will be missed 
by us all. 
Kate Ward   (EA Staff 2019–present) 
Head of Physics

Monique Lockhart  
(EA Staff 2008–20) 
Admissions Secretary 

The busy Admissions Office requires a cool 
head and calm manner and Monique’s quick, 
clear thinking avoided many a potential 
calamity. Ironing table cloths the night before 
Open Day; rustling up German dictionaries 
for scholarship language papers ten minutes 
before the start of the exam; holding a 

class full of visiting children on entrance 
assessment day while an absent invigilator 
was tracked down; and remaining composed 
and welcoming to prospective parents 
who turned up on a Tuesday instead of a 
Thursday… these are but a few examples 
of Monique’s essential contribution to 
the smooth running of the whole School 
Admissions Department.

Monique joined in October 2008. Having 
worked in production for the BBC for 14 
years, she initially worked with the Rector’s 
PA, Fiona Bell where, as well as assisting 
with recruitment, she worked on the School 
Development Plan and gave a helping hand 
to the Deputy Rector, David Standley, who 
led Admissions for the Senior School at 
the time. When, in 2014, it was decided to 
create a whole School Admissions Office to 
provide greater continuity between Junior 
and Senior Schools admissions, Monique 
accepted the post of Admissions Secretary 
and moved from the Rector’s office to create 
this new department with me. In addition to 
her superb organisational skills and ability 
to work fast and efficiently under pressure, 
she brought an essential knowledge of the 
Senior School with her. When I look back,  
I cannot imagine how I would have managed 
without her. I was very lucky! We were always 
busy but there were plenty of laughs, chats 
and shared experiences too that turned 
a good working relationship into a true 
friendship. 

Monique now has the opportunity to focus 
on her family, including caring for her father 
in Glasgow, and to pursue other interests. 
A talented cook, she is artistic and creative 
and participates in several voluntary 
activities, taking part – as a carer – in an 
annual pilgrimage to Lourdes organised by 
her Church, often accompanied by her son, 
Miles. An extremely popular member of staff, 
Monique has made many good friends during 
her time here – she will be much missed and 
we wish her very well in the future.
Jackie Murray Brown  (EA Staff 2007–20) 
Admissions Registrar 

Pat Macnair  
(EA Staff 2008–18) 
Head of Learning Support 

Pat was instrumental in making her 
department the bastion of good practice 
that it is now and she leaves a formidable 
legacy behind her. Her impact was such 
that I had a number of parents imploring 

me to make her reconsider her decision to 
retire when her intention became public 
knowledge! In addition to leading an 
efficient, well-resourced and well-managed 
department, Pat’s real strength lay in her 
compassion. She had a wealth of knowledge 
and experience and this, coupled with her 
calm persona, made her invaluable in (to 
coin one of her favourite phrases) ‘tapping 
back in’ children who were struggling socially 
or academically. She made invaluable 
contributions to Senior Leadership Team 
meetings in the Junior School and, as 
Headteacher, I valued her hugely as a ‘critical 
friend’; one of my first ports of call if I wanted 
to discuss an idea or a theory, she would 
always give me an honest and constructive 
assessment. I hope Pat realises how highly 
she was regarded and the impact she  
made on young lives at the Academy.  
We are indebted to her for a decade of  
unrivalled service.
Gavin Calder  (EA Staff 2011–present) 
Headteacher 

Mark Appleson  
(EA Staff 2009–20) 
1st XV Rugby Coach,  
Head of Curricular PE & 
Director of Rugby 

Arriving at the EA from Merchiston, Mark was 
appointed to take over from Ed Saunders as 
1st XV Rugby Coach and Head of Curricular 
PE – a good time to take over as we had a 
talented 1st XV and, in the Saunders era, 
had come close to reaching the National 
Schools cup final at Murrayfield. Saunders 
knew, as he left, that the next 1st XV might 
have a chance and Mark’s first year was 
indeed memorable. The 1st XV got to 
Murrayfield, winning the U18 Cup in dramatic 
circumstances and a real purple patch 
followed with national successes at U15, U16 
and U18 levels. Mark made a very positive 
impact on EA rugby, although always one of 
the first to recognise it’s a team effort, and 
was involved in successful trips to Ireland, 
South Africa, Canada and Argentina as well 
as coaching club rugby at both Heriot’s and 
Accies. Thanks to Mark, many players are  
left with fond memories of their schoolboy 
rugby experiences 

As Head of Curricular PE, Mark led the 
department with real drive and enthusiasm, 
bringing in swimming blocks for the Geits 
and embracing new technologies like Coach 
Logic and Swivl. He was always looking for 
new ways to deliver the subject to keep 
it fresh and enjoyable for the pupils – an 
excellent PE teacher and a great colleague. 
In running the athletics programme, he 
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Mark Fulton  
(EA Staff 2010–20) 
Facilities Manager  

Arriving at the School in 2010, when there 
was a huge amount of work to be done in 
developing the school estate, Mark set about 
the task with drive and vigour. He was central 
to the delivery of the McTavish Wing in the 
Junior School, a very complicated build in the 
middle of the School which remained open 

Frances Wright  
(EA Staff 2010–20) 
After School/Holiday  
Club Assistant 

We said a fond farewell to Frances in June, 
after 10 years’ service to the Junior School. 
She has been a dedicated, loyal, resourceful 
and hardworking member of our staff team 
and both staff and children have benefited 
greatly from the talents she has shared with 
us. From pop-up art activities to turning 
the skipping rope (and teaching countless 
children how to skip!) to playing the piano in 
the School Hall on wet days and providing 
an endless supply of games to entertain 
the children at Holiday Club – these will be 
just some of our lasting memories. We wish 
Frances a long and healthy retirement and 
hope she continues to paint and to enjoy 
gardening in her allotment.
Shona Semple  (EA Staff 2008–present) 
Head of After School Club Services

Helen Faulding-Bird  
(EA Staff 2009–20) 
School Doctor 

Thinking about Helen’s role at the School 
reminds me of the game show Whose Line is it 
Anyway? where actors change hats and move 
seamlessly from one persona to another. In 
the EA version though, Helen remained the 
same calm and professional person as she 
jumped role from school doctor to mum to 
Child Protection advisor to PSHE teacher  
and staff confidant… and then started all 
over again!

Helen’s calm manner and complete control 
have been incredibly reassuring – everything, 
eventually, will turn out fine. What someone 
else thinks of as an emergency, worthy of a 
blue light trip to the Infirmary, can be sorted 
out with a few calm words and a glass of 
water by Helen… and that’s just some of 
the staff at winter flu jab time! The pupils, 
of course, got exactly the same treatment 
and for so many of them Helen’s calm 
competency has been a reassuring influence 
on their road to physical and mental 
recovery. The proximity of the Eyre Place 

helped to maintain the EA’s high standards, 
supporting those who were keen to excel as 
well as those striving to improve. Each year 
there was a good squad of athletes entered 
for the Edinburgh Schools and Scottish 
Schools Championships, achieving many 
successes. Mark also organised the annual 
Games Day – a massive task carried out 
efficiently and with style, and always one of 
the sporting highlights of the year.

We are incredibly lucky in the PE Department 
to have such a friendly harmonious 
atmosphere and Mark has played a major 
role in that. With his whole family at the 
School – Ben, Charlie, Emily and, of course, 
his wife Belinda – the Applesons introduced 
the tradition of an annual PE BBQ at 
their house with the prestigious curbie 
tournament, a great way to round off each 
academic year! It is so sad that lockdown put 
paid to Mark’s final term at the EA and the 
chance to bid him a full and fitting farewell. 
He has been an absolute star performer 
here, making a major difference to lots of 
peoples’ lives, and we wish him all the best as 
he moves on to a new challenge as Director 
of Sport at Fettes.
Mike Allingham  (EA Staff 1999–present) 
Director of Sport

Practice, where Helen also worked as a GP, 
means I’ve lost count of how many times I’ve 
heard from colleagues and families that Dr 
Helen is just amazing/brilliant/wonderful. 

Helen has been a tireless supporter at 
New Field, ever present at school events, 
a revered teacher of PSHE (for some of the 
best bits) and, for me, an incredibly valuable 
advisor and confidant… particularly when it 
comes to tricky Child Protection issues. After 
12 long years we are going to miss Helen 
terribly. Our loss is the medical students at 
St Andrews University’s gain. Helen heads 
there to pursue new teaching challenges and 
I know she’ll keep a special eye on any Accies 
that make it into that part of Fife in the years 
ahead. Please keep in touch Helen and know 
that there will always be a place for you and 
Ewan at school and staff events in the future.  
Mike Bryce (EA Staff 1996–present) 
Deputy Rector

to pupils throughout the period. This project 
was delivered on time and to budget and 
Mark was core to ensuring that happened.

Mark was also involved in the refurbishment 
of the facilities at New Field, including 
the building of the Hockey Pavilion, the 
refurbishment of the Main Pavilion and the 
erection of flood lights for the hockey pitches, 
only just put in before Mark arrived. Having 
previously worked for English Heritage, Mark 
found his real niche in looking after the listed 
buildings at Henderson Row. He oversaw 
the replacement of all the roofs on the major 
buildings over a five-year period as well as 
the refurbishment of the stonework. Mark’s 
motto was ‘Let’s do it once and do it well’ and 
he was justifiably proud of the work done 
to the listed buildings, which he knows will 
now not need to be done again for at least 
another 50 years.

Mark was always ready to help everybody 
and to go the extra mile in this regard. He 
had a ready Geordie wit and was a real 
character around the School. He left to take 
up an appointment with ESMS and we wish 
him good luck in his new role.
Guy Cartwright  (EA Staff 2010–present) 
Bursar 

Aaron Reid  
(EA Staff 2013–20) 
Sports Development Officer 

The School has several ways in which it 
meets its charitable purpose. A big part of 
this is the Bursary programme but another 
is the delivery of Sports Development in 
the local community – mainly in other local 
primary schools but also in bringing local 
children in to use our facilities. The role of 
Sports Development Officer came about 
with the building of the Sports Centre and 
was carried out exceptionally well by Aaron 
for seven years.

What Aaron promised at interview was a 
calm persona with a strong knowledge of a 
variety of sports and a manner conducive to 
getting the best out of young people. As the 
saying goes, ‘we got what it said on the tin’. 
Aaron was a popular visitor to the schools 
he coached in and was an integral part of 
the Sports Centre Team here, where he took 
the lead with Holiday Camps and coached 
as part of the After School programme. He 
also put himself through a rugby coaching 
qualification and added great value to the 
Junior School coaching team.
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Alison Wardrop  
(EA Staff 2016–20) 
Alumni Relations Officer 

Alison joined the EA staff from Stirling 
University, where she was an events 
organiser. It is a daunting task to arrive at 
a School with such a long history, where 
the bonds with former pupils are so strong 
and even the language used can take some 
mastering. However, she made an instant 
impact with the entire School community. 
Alison has a great way with people – the 
students, the staff and, most of all, the host 
of Academicals from the freshest young 

leavers to the most ancient centenarians. 
They loved her because she truly cared 
about them and went out of her way to give 
them a memorable time back at the School, 
at reunions or private visits.  

Soon immersing herself in all things Accie, 
many in our wider School community will 
have met Alison at the events she started 
to develop and organise with such flair. 
Never has the Academical calendar been so 
full! Her office was a busy place as so many 
seemed to find their way to it…and there was 
always a welcoming cup of coffee on offer. 

Alison has that magical ability to encourage 
people to do what is needed of them with 
willingness. When she decided to move on to 
other opportunities there was consternation 
all round and the kind words that many 
Accies have said about her show the high 
esteem in which she will always be held. Her 
leaving party was, not surprisingly, a feast 
of appreciation with over 100 Accies giving 
her the warmest of send offs, including a 
spontaneous fiddle duet from the Music 
staff! Alison may have arrived an outsider, 
but she left as a true member of the EAC, an 
appointment that meant so much to her, as 
gauged by her disbelief and joy. The entire 
community wishes her well for her future.
Tony Cook   (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003) 

My abiding memory is of Aaron’s willingness 
to undertake training to instruct on the 
Climbing Wall, despite having a real fear of 
heights. In many ways I think this actually 
made him a better instructor than those of 
us who enjoy climbing – he could empathise 
with students who found it a daunting and 
scary prospect. A new father, Aaron moves on 
to new challenges with all of our best wishes.
Gavin Calder  (EA Staff 2011–present) 
Headteacher

Martin’s unassuming nature and ability to 
get things done made him incredibly easy 
to work with. The pupils quickly realised 
what a goldmine of information he was and 
consulted with him extensively whenever 
they were working through a drama project 
and needed guidance on set design. Martin 
has now moved into working in commercial 
theatre and set design and we wish him the 
best of luck. 
Guy Cartwright  (EA Staff 2010–present) 
Bursar

The school would also like to acknowledge 
a further member of staff who left during 
the 2019/20 session and whose Valete will 
appear in The Academical 2022.

Chris Doig 
(EA Staff 2009–19) 
Head of IT

Martin McCulloch  
(EA Staff 2014–18) 
Theatre Manager 

Martin was initially employed as a theatre 
technician to look after all the electrical 
equipment in the Senior School’s Magnusson 
Theatre. Quickly proving that he had many 
more skills, he started working with pupils 
to help them design sets, showing how 
these could be constructed and then how 
performances could be enhanced with good, 
agile lighting. He was quickly promoted to 
Theatre Manager to reflect the level of his 
contribution to the Drama Department and 
also to theatre groups hiring the School’s 
facilities.   
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ACADEMICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

1941–1950 
Alexander M Gunn (EA 1948–50)
Following retirement from parish ministry 
in Scotland, Sandy now lives in Perth. He is 
still active as part of the school inspection 
team of Education Scotland, as Chaplain to 
Work Place Chaplaincy Scotland and as Vice 
Chair of Street Pastors in Scotland, where he 
is responsible for quality assurance of the 
various Street Pastor groups in Scotland.

1961–1970 
Douglas H R Blackwood (EA 1954–63) 
Following publication of his book, Between 
Family & Friends: Letters from the Great War, 
Douglas visited the School to present a copy 
for the Archives. / 1

David W K Bowen (EA 1953–64) 
David is now Chairman of Mid Argyll Radio 
Sailing, a community-led venture which 
started last year, near Lochgilphead –  
more details can be found on  
www.midargyllradiosailing.org.uk. 
Recently appointed as Coordinator for the 
whole of Argyll by the Guide Dogs Charity, 
he’s on the lookout for volunteers to help 
with this worthy cause! Interested? Contact 
David on dwkbowen@outlook.com

Alan Laurie Heath (EA 1951–64)
After the EA, Alan went on to St John’s 
College, Oxford, where he read Medicine, 
before returning to Edinburgh in 1965 
to claim the title Champion Javelinist of 
Scotland. He married Rosemary Lang (a 
St George’s girl) in 1969 and they have 

four children. Having worked in surgical 
specialities in London and the South, he 
gained various letters including MA, BM 
BCH, DRCOG and FRCS. Alan later trained 
in general practice near Manchester and 
was principally a GP at King’s Lynn, working 
as a doctor, obstetrician (home deliveries), 
physician and surgeon until his retirement 
in 2016. Opening an operating theatre at 
his practice, he performed minor surgery 
as well as dermatological and orthopaedic 
procedures, and had an interest in industrial 
medicine. Alan now runs a livery yard near 
Cape Town. 

Donald W James (EA Staff 1960–65) 
Donald has written to us from his home 
in Totnes in Devon. When he was Director 
of Music at the Academy, he composed a 
Christmas carol each year for the newly 
formed Chapel Choir to sing. The music 
publisher, Chappell, heard of them in 1976 
and published them. Paraclete Press publish 
most of his sacred choral music now, which 
includes many pieces suitable for school 
chamber choirs!

Michael A McAdam Clark (EA 1957–69)
On leaving the Academy, Mike spent the 
summer in Kalamazoo, Michigan, working on 
the Headstart Programme, arranged through 
the School and the ESU. Having applied to 
read Architecture, he subsequently worked 
for Gordon and Dey Architects in Heriot 
Row until starting university. He graduated 
from Heriot-Watt/Edinburgh College of Art 
with BArch (Hons) in 1976 and Dip Arch in 
1978, working for two years with James Parr 

and Partners in Edinburgh. Subsequently, 
Mike worked in Malaysia, Hong Kong, Qatar, 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Oman, Morocco, France, 
Azerbaijan and Serbia, generally on large 
development projects in the commercial 
and hospitality sectors. Now retired to his 
farmhouse in the South of France, Mike still 
does occasional refurbishment projects, and 
produces large abstract paintings.

Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70) 
Andrew, along with Duncan Mennie (EA 
1963–68) has submitted an essay on the 
Edinburgh Academy’s early rugby football 
history for a book entitled Puddings, Bullies & 
Squashes – Early Public Football Codes. Edited 
by Malcolm Tozer, the book was published in 
October 2020 for the academic and popular 
market by Sunnyrest Books.  / 2

1971–1980 
Brian Allat (EA 1959–72)
Brian retired recently after a career in the IT 
industry. During 24 years with IBM, he held 
a number of positions, running parts of their 
business in Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Scandanavia (based in Stockholm for four 
years) as well as some Europe-wide positions 
based in the UK. He joined Accenture as 
a Partner in 2003 and, three years later, 
Indian IT company, Wipro, to run their 
business globally in the oil and gas sector, 
resulting in much travel and interesting trips 
to Kazakhstan, Nigeria and Alaska, as well 
as frequent visits to Asia. Brian’s final job 
before retiring was to start Wipro’s business 
in Canada, a place he grew to love, where he 
was based in Calgary. Now back in UK, his 
time is mainly spent on the golf course!

1981–1990 
Tom Jamieson (EA 1969–83) 
Tom is the Group Executive for the Built 
Infrastructure Group and the Local Disaster 
Coordinator for the Sunshine Coast Council, 
responsible for the delivery and maintenance 
of all roads and transportation assets, the 
management and service delivery of the 
Council’s green park and recreational spaces, 
transport policy and operational services, 

What’s been happening in the Academical community? From career moves to 
retirements and from graduations to marriages and births, you’ll find our Accies 
news grouped into decades. News to share? Don’t forget to let us know what’s 
happening in your world by emailing accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk  
by end August 2021 for inclusion in The Academical 2022.

1 2
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disaster management, asset management 
and delivery of the Sunshine Coast new 
$300m international runway project. / 3

Simon Crofts (EA 1982–84)
Simon recently completed a commission to 
produce a series of collages, jointly with his 
wife, Sylwia Kowalczyk, for the atrium of a 
brand new hospital. The portraits of staff 
were one element of the commission. Find 
out more about this and Simon’s other work 
at www.simoncrosftsphoto.com / 4

Neil S Marshall (EA 1976–88) 
Neil and his wife have been busy developing 
their croft in Plockton during lockdown 
and Neil has been helping out in the village 
with food production and prawn and crab 
creel fishing. Captain of the first UK Armed 
Forces Parasnowsport Telemark Team at 
the British Championships in France, Neil 
looks forward to returning with a bigger 
team once lockdown restrictions are lifted. 
We’re delighted to hear that he became 
High Jump Champion at the Mey Highland 
Games, through Prince Charles’s initiative for 
Wounded, Injured, Sick Military Veterans.

David Prosser (EA 1975–88; EA Staff 2004–
present) 
In July, David swam the route of the Rob 
Roy Way, along Loch Ard, Loch Achray, Loch 
Venachar, Loch Lubnaig, Loch Tay, Loch 
Tummel and Loch Faskallay, a total of 59km. 
All this was to raise money for Maggie’s 
Centre in memory of a much-loved Accie, 
Matthew Miller (EA 1979–88) who would 

have been 50 this year. David raised over 
£4,000 with the help of several other Accies, 
pupils and staff who swam, kayaked, rowed 
boats, paddle boarded and drove as land 
support to make this possible. Donations are 
still welcome at www.maggies.enthuse.
com/pf/david-prosser / 5

Sarah Pinborough (EA 1988–90)
Sarah’s new book, Dead to Her, was released 
in August 2020. Sarah featured in the 24th 
issue of The Academical (2016) and gave a 
memorable ‘Reply on Behalf of the Lasses’ 
at an Academical Club Burns Supper some 
years back. The six-part adaptation of her 
novel Behind Her Eyes is airing on Netflix at 
the beginning of 2021... be sure to look out 
for it! / 6

1991–2000 
Nick Ede (EA 1980–91) 
Nick Ede founded The Fashion Run during 
lockdown, which saw a partnership with 
the British Fashion Council foundation and 
10 other charities encouraging people to 
glam up on their daily exercise, all for a good 
cause. The Virtual Run was so successful it 
reached audiences as far afield as Sydney 
and Los Angeles. Nick is a regular contributor 
on Good Morning Britain and is currently 
filming a new documentary series for a major 
streaming channel. He has also launched a 
new podcast called ‘imPODster Syndrome’, 
interviewing celebrities about their struggles 
with imposter syndrome. / 7

Beth-Sarah Wright (nee Panton) (EA 1989–91) 
An inspirational speaker, author and 
institutional strategist, Beth-Sarah recently 
published her fifth book DIGNITY: Seven 
Strategies for Authentic Community ( July 2020) 
which lays out a comprehensive lens through 
which to address and solve insidious barriers 
to authenticity in our institutions and 
communities. She was featured as a guest 
speaker on the Podcast ‘A Brave Space’ with 
Dr Catherine Meeks, as well as numerous 
speaking engagements and interviews 
throughout the US and Jamaica. 
Learn more about her work at  
www.bethsarahwright.com.  / 8

Andrew McIntosh (EA 1987–93) 
Andrew (nicknamed Tosh) lives just outside 
of Kinross with his wife and two children (13 
and 9). In June 2020, Andrew celebrated his 
18 year work anniversary with Northridge 
Finance/Bank of Ireland. He spends most 
of his time in the Perth and Kinross area, 
coaching and playing hockey with Kinross 
hockey club and enjoying the countryside. / 9

Nicola A Johnston (EA 1993–95) 
Nicola, stage name Vivien Reid, has written, 
produced and starred in the film, The Box. 
The film has received worldwide recognition, 
winning awards at the Out of the Can 
International Film Festival in 2018 and 2019, 
and the Idyllwild [California] International 
Festival of Cinema and Oxford International 
Short Film Festival in 2020. The Box has 
also been officially selected for the London 
Independent Film Festival and, most recently, 
the Los Angeles International Film Festival.
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Robin Smith (EA 1983–96) 
Having delivered the design for the Queen’s 
Baton for the 2014 Commonwealth Games, 
Robin’s work and travels have taken him 
on a very different tangent in recent years, 
namely developing an innovative tool called 
‘Numnuts’ to help with the castration and tail 
docking of sheep! The project has seen many 
years of collaboration between Scottish 
and Australian scientists, vets and design 
engineers. Robin has moved his family to 
Brisbane, Australia, where the product was 
launched in 2019, and so far over a million 
lambs have benefited. He will be moving to 
Christchurch in New Zealand in 2021, to help 
with ‘numnutting’ Kiwi lambs and continue 
his newfound love of kitesurfing! / 10

Douglas I D Watson (EA 1988–97)
Doug was selected for promotion to 
Lieutenant Colonel and will assume 
command of The 7th Battalion, The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland, in July 2022. 

Angus Watt (EA 1984–97) 
Congratulations to Angus who was promoted 
to Senior Manager – Naval Architect at BMT 
Group Ltd (previously British Maritime 
Technology) in April 2020.

2001 – 2010 
Lawrence Brown (EA 1999–2005) 
Now a Consultant and Veterinary Surgeon, 
currently working in Animal Health and 
Sustainable Food Production, Lawrence 

wrote in June: “Ten years since graduating 
from Vet School, time has flown by. 
A veterinary degree has offered the 
opportunity to travel and work all over the 
world and I’ve met some incredible people 
along the way. Finishing up my Executive 
MBA this year at the University of Edinburgh 
Business School. What a decade it has been 
and looking forward to the next one!”

Richard McLauchlan (EA 1992–2005)
Richard was the research assistant to 
John Campbell, whose book, Haldane: The 
Forgotten Statesman Who Shaped Modern 
Britain, was published during the summer 
of 2020, attracting a positive review in 
Max Hasting’s column in the Sunday Times. 
Richard Haldane, Viscount Haldane of Cloan, 
was himself a notable Accie, attending the EA 
from 1866 to 1872.

Philip Shaw-Stewart (EA 2000–05) 
Co-Founder at Citizen Ticket, Philip was 
excited to announce the company’s 
on-demand live streaming service for 
events in June. This will help many people 
within the live events industry, adversely 
affected by COVID-19, to create new income 
opportunities. To find out more, contact 
info@citizenticket.co.uk / 11

Iain Oliphant (EA 1994–97; 2000–07) 
As a Geologist and Project Lead at Rio 
Tinto Exploration, Iain has been leading the 
remote Winu Project in the Great Sandy 
Desert in Western Australia. Winu is the 

Nyangumarta indigenous group’s word for 
‘thirsty’ and the Winu Project represents a 
new direction for Rio Tinto, discovering and 
defining a major world-class, approximately 
USD$16bn, copper-gold resource in a 
previously unknown copper province. 
Further geological exploration work has 
also resulted in the group identifying an 
additional gold resource at Ngapakarra 
(Nyangumarta for ‘hunting in the soft 
rain’), which is 2km to the east of the Winu 
deposit. Work continues at both deposits as 
the mineralisation extent is currently only 
defined to the west, with potential extension 
still possible in all other directions. / 12

Anna Robertson  
(EA 2008–09; EA Council 2016–present) 
After 11 years with The Aberdeen Law 
Project, Anna is delighted to be working in 
a new capacity, as Chair of the ALP’s Board, 
with student members who put tremendous 
work into bridging the gap in legal systems. 
Anna is looking forward to moving ALP into 
its next chapter and seeing what the lawyers 
of tomorrow can achieve.

Julian Scott (EA 1996–2009)
Julian enlisted Ed Fisher (EA 1996–2009), Jamie 
Macrae (EA 1996–2009) and Jamie Thornton 
(EA 1996–2009) to help him design and build 
his own home in Meneac, France. / 13

Matthew E D Aitchison (EA 2001–2010) 
Matthew has been promoted from Senior 
Surveyor to Associate at Knight Frank. He 
works within the company’s commercial real 
estate office in Edinburgh.

2011 – 2020 
Benedict Younger (EA 2000–13) 
During lockdown, Benedict ran all 26.2 
gruelling miles of a marathon, consisting 
soley of laps around his back garden – 
around 400 in total! Factor in some vastly 
uncharacteristic tropical Scottish weather, 
two vastly inexperienced runners, and this 
became a serious challenge! Benedict’s pain 
was certainly not in vain, as he raised over 
£6,500 for the charity Myeloma UK, a cause 
close to his heart. The charity is the only 
one in the country focused on the discovery, 
development and access to new effective 
treatments for this little-known bone 
marrow cancer.

Bradley Forbes-Cryans (EA 2007–12)
Bradley, selected as one of five canoeists, 
was due to race for Team GB in the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics – his selection will roll over 
into 2021.

12
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Email us with news you’d like to share throughout the year.

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR  
YOUR NEWS!

accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

Jessica Anderton (EA 2011–14) 
Jessica graduated from Edinburgh College 
of Art in 2018 and started her own design 
business, using her original artwork as the 
inspiration for a range of luxury homeware 
and lifestyle products. Each product in 
the collection is hand painted in Jessica’s 
Edinburgh studio and made in the UK – 
Jessica is firmly committed to using quality, 
ethically sourced materials and modern 
printing techniques using eco-friendly inks. 
Her products feature the best selling BAR, 
GIN and Art of Scent designs as well as her 
festive Designer Nutcrackers and are stocked 
with PAD Lifestyle in the Harvey Nichols 
Edinburgh store and, most recently, in Harvey 
Nichols Knightsbridge, London. She also 
held a successful pop-up shop in Jenners 
in the run up to Christmas 2019. Jessica 
partners Keep Edinburgh Thriving – an 
initiative connecting locals to Edinburgh-
born businesses whose products – lifestyle, 
skincare, arts, food, drink – are presented 
in gift boxes. Jessica’s best selling drinks 
coasters and brand new playing cards are 
included. In addition to supporting and 
promoting local businesses, each box 
purchased results in a donation to Edinburgh 
Trussell Trust food banks in the city.  / 14

James Fontana (EA 2007–16) 
Congratulations to James who graduated 
BA (Hons) Management with Human 
Resource Management, from Robert Gordon 
University, in June 2020.

Angus Macpherson (EA 2007–16) 
Angus has recently graduated from the 
Robert Gordon University with a first-class 
honours degree in International Tourism 
Management. He writes that he “had the 
most amazing four years in Aberdeen. 
Despite the current circumstances, I am 
fortunate to be working full time at The Fife 
Arms, a hotel in Braemar, which is where I  
did my placement during third year.”

Births
Douglas I D Watson (EA 1988–97)
Doug and Rachael are delighted to announce 
the birth of their son, Frederick Alan Davidson 
Watson, in Edinburgh on 1 May 2020.

Lucy Paul (nee Draper) (EA 1996–98)
Lucy and Andrew welcomed their daughter, 
Brie Ava Winter into the world on 26 
November 2019 at St Thomas’s Hospital, 
London. A baby sister for Lara Ella Blair.

Stuart Pringle (EA 1989–98) 
Dougie joined the Pringle clan on 20 May and 
while big brother Fergus wasn’t convinced 
at first, now he spends all day telling anyone 
who will listen all about his baby brother. / 15

C Jamie Dalrymple (EA 1987–2000) 
Jamie and his wife Cat were delighted to 
welcome baby Eva into the world on 24 
November 2019 – a sister for Heidi, a niece 
for Andrew Wood (EA 1989–2001) and 
another granddaughter for Hew Dalrymple 
(EA 1959–1971). 

William J M Holmes (EA 1987–2000) 
Maximilian Macaulay Beintner Holmes was 
born on 1 May 2020 at St James’ University 
Hospital, Leeds, weighing in at 9lbs 2oz –  
a son for William and Christine. 

Tessa Tweedie (EA 2000–01) 
Kitty Ann Wray was born on 18 May 2020,  
a daughter for Tessa and David.

14
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Staff obituaries
J Stewart Fowlie (EA Staff 1953–90) 
on 26 December 2019 in Edinburgh
Raised in Aberdeen and then London, Stewart 
took his degree in Mathematics at Queen’s 
College, Cambridge. Following a Dip Ed, he 
was appointed to the EA Staff as an assistant 
master in 1953. There is general agreement 
that he was different from the usual run of 
young schoolmasters. Rather than traditional 
team games, Scottish Country and Highland 
Dancing were his main interests. He also 
owned a smart Triumph Herald and his boyish 
looks occasionally caused parents to mistake 
him for a pupil, uniform not being overly 
distinctive in those days! 

Stewart made a huge, positive impact in 
the Maths Department and was much 
involved with big changes that took 
place in the teaching of his subject in 
the early 1960s, becoming well known in 
mathematics education circles. Rector Ellis, 
a mathematician of no small stature, knew 
of Stewart’s clear mind and capacity for 
lateral thinking before his own arrival at 
the EA. Among the boys (and indeed, some 
younger staff) Stewart had a reputation as 
a razor-sharp brain. Receiving GCE papers 
ten minutes before the end of an exam, he 
would have the solutions worked out so that 
candidates could see the answers as they 
left. As a geometer with an instinctive grasp 
of pattern, he could leave us lesser lights 
struggling to match his insights or plodding 
to join the dots in the wake of his quicksilver 
analyses. 

Stewart served as Head of Mathematics from 
1975 until his retirement and was recognised 
for his ability to draw out the best in able 
pupils as well as to develop innovative 
approaches to teach the fundamentals. 
Latterly, and after his retirement, he gave 
advice to the Learning Support staff and, 
in particular, worked with dyslexic pupils 
and those with Asperger’s. The rapport he 
developed was a tribute to his flexibility, 
patience and ability to understand 
challenges. 

Stewart became Housemaster of Scott 
House from 1969 to 1975, years that saw 

more boarders than ever before or since. 
Jean, his wife, loyally supported him while 
raising their young family, Graham (EA 1971–
84), Jill and Jane. In 1983, Stewart became 
Senior Master, acting as deputy for, and 
adviser to, Rector Ellis. Stewart also ran the 
shooting at the School for many years, taking 
teams to Scottish Schools competitions 
and to Bisley; he facilitated an Academical 
Shooting Club too. Although never involved 
(or much interested!) in traditional team 
sports Stewart was, for many years, an 
invaluable and expert time-keeper at the 
Academy Games. 

Undoubtedly, it is as founder of the Reel Club 
that Stewart will be most fondly remembered 
by many Academicals. Here, Academy 
boys met St George’s girls in the Gym on 
Saturday nights, where Stewart taught 
Scottish Country Dancing and introduced 
some boys to their future wives. He also set 
up an EA/St George’s demonstration team, 
which performed at parents’ evenings and 
even on television! The symmetry of the 
dances and the precision of their execution 
appeal to a mathematician and Stewart 
followed this with passion. An adults group 
for teachers, Accies and friends followed, 
leading to several matrimonial matches 
among Upper School and Prep School staff, 
one of the earliest between Stewart himself 
and Jean, an enthusiastic dancer and better 
known to older Academicals as Miss Bell 
(EA Staff 1956–62; 1975–92). This group 
continues today and Stewart was active in it 
until shortly before his death, having run it 
for more than 50 years. Thanks to Stewart, 
Highland Dancing was introduced as a ‘sport’, 
with inter-school and Division competition, 

and he was recognised as a genuine expert, 
though not always in agreement with the 
RSCDS! Following his retirement Stewart 
continued to teach dance in local primary 
schools and even after severely damaging 
his sight in an accident, his enthusiasm, 
ability and amazing spirit saw him return to 
dancing, albeit with difficulty. He devised, 
taught, and danced ‘Blind Man’s Jig’, where 
the lady does most of the leading. By running 
his own small dance band, made up of many 
pupils and parents over the years, Stewart 
fostered his love for traditional music. He 
presided at the keyboard, often calling 
dances at the same time, and was a keen 
supporter of Academy music, missing very 
few concerts.

Stewart’s last years were made difficult, first 
by his accident and then, consequently, by 
his stubborn but ultimately losing battle to 
maintain his independence. Nonetheless, 
right into his late eighties he never lost his 
enthusiasm for discussing mathematics, 
teaching and dancing with anyone ready  
to listen. 
With thanks to David Buckley (EA Staff 
1976–2009) 

Katy Light (EA Rector’s wife 1995–2008) 
on 26 September 2019 in St Fillans
Katy joined us at the Academy in 1995 on her 
husband John’s appointment as Rector. She 
made an instant and most positive impact 
on the whole community and, as we got to 
know her, we discovered that she had been 
training for this moment throughout her life! 

Although born in Dundee, Katy moved to 
Kirkby Lonsdale where her father was a prep 
school headmaster. She thrived there, joining 
the school cricket team and later attended 
Cressbrook School where she is well 
remembered for knocking out a 6ft rugby 
stalwart in a boxing match! Wycombe Abbey 
followed and then Katy returned to Scotland 
to qualify as a nurse in Glasgow, moving 
to Yorkshire to work in the Otley Hospital. 
John’s father met her when visiting a patient 
and introduced her to John – an instant 
rapport was followed by marriage in 1974. 

Katy and John moved to Glenalmond with a 
young Simon, soon to be followed by Jenny, 

SCHOOL OBITUARIES
As we remember and pay tribute to those members of the Academical community 
who have died recently, we note our thanks to Tony Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 
1975–2003), assisted by Rob Cowie (EA Staff 1963–2000), who kindly compiled 
this year’s obituary notices. We also extend our thanks and condolences to the 
families and friends who have provided us with tributes to their loved ones, which 
we have included here.

J Stewart Fowlie 



54 W W W.EDINBURGHACADEMY.ORG .UK

where Katy’s love of sport and music shone. 
She played squash for Crieff and violin in 
the school orchestra; she organised cricket 
teas, raucous supper parties and took her 
Grade 8 piano. The family then moved via 
Leicestershire to Sedbergh in Cumbria, now 
with Anna and Nicola joining the family as 
well as a dog. As John so eloquently said in 
his address at her funeral, Katy took on more 
and more to greater effect. At Sedbergh she 
looked after forty-five 11–13 year old boys 
– and that meant feeding, laundry, medical 
attention and full pastoral care. Her home 
was always full of people, friends, dogs and 
life and she had a rare talent for enjoyment 
which involved the piano, violin, singing, 
cooking, squash, tennis, cricket and running 
the first of four marathons in 1986. But 
most of all, Katy was a mother, imbuing her 
children with lessons in openness, empathy, 
hard work and love. As Jenny said, ‘You 
showed us how to do it.’

Simon and Jenny had left school by the 
time the Lights arrived in Edinburgh in 
1995 but Anna (EA 1996–97) and Nicola (EA 
1997–99) completed their education with 
us and Katy quickly settled in. She took a 
keen interest in the welfare of staff and the 
wider community and was rightly proud of 
the strong commitment, integrity and drive 
that John demonstrated in his leadership. 
She returned to nursing, this time in the 
care sector, as well as regularly relieving 
the School Nurse at the EA. She was also a 
regular on the touchline at New Field, dealing 
with medical emergencies on match days. 
Katy’s hosting of lunches on CCF Field Day 
and Inspection are fondly remembered, 
always cool under pressure. She spent 
many happy hours playing piano duets with 
Margaret Donaldson (EA Staff 1996–2007) 
and singing ladies’ barbershop with a group 
of bespectacled friends, ’Les Lunettes’. Life 
after the EA did not slow down and spells 
in Jordan and Amsterdam were followed by 
settling down in St Fillans. Katy’s retirement 
was sadly curtailed by an illness borne with 
courage and dignity. Her memory shines 
brightly in her loving family, now including 13 
grandchildren, and in the huge network of 
friends she built up during her life.

Academical  
obituaries

1931–1940
Gustav V R Born (EA 1936–38) 
on 29 November 2019 
An exceptionally able boy at school – 
Gustav’s father was the Nobel Laureate, Max 
Born, so there were high expectations – he 
won the Weir Essay Prize and was a Lance 
Corporal in the OTC. He won the Vans 
Dunlop Scholarship to Edinburgh University, 
graduating MB ChB in 1943, and joined the 
Royal Army Medical Corps as a clinical doctor, 
then a pathologist, ending up in the Japanese 
Occupation Force. On returning home, 
he had a Chair at London Royal College of 
Surgeons, then Cambridge (King’s College), 
and travelled widely as a visiting professor, 
specialising in forensic and pharmaceutical 
policy. Gustav produced outstanding work 
on blood platelets and atherosclerosis and 
became a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) 
and recipient of the Royal Medal. 

William Sidney Hall (EA 1932–38) 
on 13 January 2020 
William joined the Academy aged nine and 
left from LIV in the Upper School when 
war broke out and his family moved away 
from Edinburgh. He studied medicine, 
qualifying LRCP and LRSE in 1947, and 
became a resident physician at the Alexandra 
Infirmary in Paisley then the City Hospital in 
Edinburgh. He became a clinical assistant in 
the GP Teaching Unit before becoming an 
anaesthetist, working first in Lanarkshire 
before settling at East Fife Hospital for 26 
years. He married Christine Paterson in 1952.

Otto J Kerr (EA 1930–38) 
on 29 November 2019 in Brockville, Canada 
Otto came to the Academy in Prep VA and 
had a distinguished school career. A fine 
sportsman, his first claim to fame was taking 
10 wickets for two runs when playing for the 
6th XI against Heriot’s in 1935; he went on 
to play 2nd XI cricket and won the Throwing 
the Cricket Ball Trophy. Otto played rugby in 
the 1st XV for two years – as captain in his 
last year – and was a Sergeant in the OTC. 
He joined the Mercantile Bank of India in 
London and, when war broke out, joined the 
Territorial Army in the 2nd Battalion London 
Scottish before being commissioned into 
the Royal Scots at Dreghorn. Attached to 
the Indian Army in the 1st Gurkha Rifles, he 
was posted with the 3rd Gurkha Parachute 
Battalion, ending up as a Major in the Burma 
Campaign. Post war, he went first to Hong 
Kong, captaining the HK Cricket Club, then to 
Canada where he attended the Sir George 
William University in Montreal, graduating 

BA (Econ). His career took off in Canada, first 
with the Royal Bank of Canada and finally 
with Casgrain Co Ltd, investment dealers in 
Montreal, where he retired as Vice President 
in 1989. A great stalwart of the Eastern 
Canada Academical Dinners, Otto died in his 
100th year.

Donald D MacAulay (EA 1935–38) 
on 14 April 2020 
At the Academy for just three years, from II to 
IVB, Donald moved on to Loretto. He joined 
the Army for National Service before going 
to Edinburgh University to study Law. He 
became Honorary President of Clan Macaulay 
in 2012 and had three sons who all attended 
the Academy, Peter (EA 1961–74), Alastair  
(EA 1963–76) and Michael (EA 1966–79).

W Douglas Bertram (EA 1937–39) 
on 31 October 2019 
Douglas attended the Academy for two 
years in the Prep School, from I to III, before 
following his brother James (EA 1935–38) to 
Sedbergh School in Cumbria.

David J Guild (EA 1935–39) 
on 27 Feburary 2020 in Haddington 
David spent the first four years of his 
education at the EA before transferring 
to George Watson’s. He completed his 
National Service with the Royal Artillery and 
studied Law at Edinburgh University. He 
was apprenticed to his father, W J Guild (EA 
1896–1907), and joined the family firm Guild 
& Guild WS being admitted as a WS in 1955. 
He was appointed a Commissioner on the 
Rate of Interest (1977–91) and retired as a 
partner in 1989, becoming a consultant until 
1997. A talented golfer, David was Captain 
of Murrayfield Golf Club and President of 
the Lothian Golf Association; he was also 
President of the Lothian Small-Bore Shooting 
Association and legal advisor to Lothians 
Golf and the British Association for Shooting 
and Conservation, David followed in his 
father’s footsteps in factoring the Colstoun 
Estate. He married Brigid Mackenzie (EA Staff 
1956–72), who sadly died in 1998, and he 
later married Sheila Gibb.
With thanks to David’s brother, Stuart (EA 1930–
39), for allowing Tony Cook to use his book on 
the family, Guild & Guild WS, as a resource.

Michael C Maw (EA 1934–39) 
on 8 February 2020 
Michael came to the Academy in Prep III, 
aged 7, and stayed until LII in the Upper 
School, when he went to Wellingborough. 
He returned to Edinburgh a year later to 
join Melville College and became a GP after 
studying Medicine in Edinburgh.
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1941–1950
James Sherriff (EA 1942–42) 
on 11 December 2019 in Edinburgh
James was 10 year old when he joined the 
Academy, staying for just one term and 
leaving for Loretto Nippers. He completed 
his National Service, rising to the rank of 
Major in the 8th/9th Royal Scots, and later 
became Works Manager at Craig and Rose. 
He spent many years in the Territorial Army 
and was awarded a TD in 1965.

R Ian Kinnear (EA 1932–43) 
on 5 May 2019 in Edinburgh 
Ian joined the Academy in Prep II and was an 
enthusiastic member of the OTC, becoming a 
Sergeant in the Signals Section. He played in 
one of the most famous rugby games at the 
School on Saturday 28 October 1939 when 
a Heinkel III German bomber flew low over 
New Field, chased by two Gloster Gladiators. 
This was the first action of WW2. The plane 
crashed near Humble in the Lammermuirs 
and Ian’s father took him there the next 
day, where he climbed on the wing and was 
photographed by The Scotsman, in full EA 
uniform. He went on to serve in the Fleet 
Air Arm as an Air Engineering Officer on 
HMS Illustrious and, in 1947, graduated BSc 
(Hons) in Civil Engineering from Edinburgh 
University. He joined the City of Edinburgh 
Water Department before becoming a 
consultant and running the family business, 
Kinnear and Gordon, Consultant Engineers 
of Manor Place. He still worked for the City 
of Edinburgh as the Dean of Guild and was 
often called on to work on historic buildings, 
including the rock face of Edinburgh Castle. 
Ian married Katherine Bell in 1952 and they 
had two sons, Tony (EA 1962–71) and Alan 
(1968–72). 

W Alexander (Sandy) H Reid (EA 1938–43) 
on 18 October 2019 in Aberdeen
Sandy joined the Academy at the age of 11, 
boarding at Mackenzie and then Jeffrey House. 
He was a Corporal in the OTC and, on leaving 
school, joined the RNVR for his National 
Service (1944–47). He served on HMS Magpie 
beside the Duke of Edinburgh. Deciding on 
accountancy as a career, he joined Deloitte 
in Aberdeen, which then became PwC. His 
hobbies were golf and skiing.

D William (Bill) D Shaw (EA 1934–37; 1943–45) 
on 14 July 2020 
The youngest of six children, Bill’s education 
began at St George’s Kindergarten in 1933, 
followed by three years in the Academy Prep 
with Miss Ogilvie (who put the fear of God 
into him!) and motherly Miss Hagart. Aged 
nine, he boarded at Loretto Nippers but, 
desperately homesick, wrote home pleading 
to return to the Academy. He discovered, 
thirty years later, that his letter had been 

intercepted by the headmaster and never 
sent. In 1940, Bill and his sister Kathleen 
were taken to Canada as a safe haven from 
the war but, in 1943, he returned to the 
Academy and was delighted to meet up with 
old friends. He enjoyed rugby, cricket and 
tennis, was awarded the Mill English Prize, 
Balfour Prizes for French and German and 
the Stevenson Club Essay Prize (shared with 
Magnus Magnusson), and felt indebted to 
Rector A L F Smith for his place at Cambridge 
(St John’s) where he studied French and 
German to BA.

At Cambridge, Bill’s skill at racket sports – 
particularly squash – developed. Returning 
to Edinburgh, he began a law apprenticeship 
with Davidson & Syme WS followed by two 
years in London with Linklater & Paines 
before returning to Edinburgh, as a partner. 
By now he was Scottish Amateur Squash 
Champion, a title he held for three years, 
representing Scotland 36 times, often as 
captain, in a feat recognised by the Guinness 
Book of Records.

Going to church more regularly, ‘The Great 
Transition’ then took place. Impressed 
by Murdo Macdonald’s preaching at St 
George’s West, Bill studied at New College, 
graduating BD in 1960 and being ordained 
by the Presbytery of Edinburgh. In 1962 
he accepted nomination to the World 
Presbyterian Alliance as an observer at the 
Second Vatican Council meeting in Rome; 
his audience with Pope John XXIII resulted 
in nearly a 100 presentations on his return 
to Scotland. He lectured at New College, 
becoming Principal and Dean of Faculty, and 
was the EA Chaplain from 1961 until 1963. In 
1979, he became Professor of Divinity at St 
Andrews University. 

Bill’s sporting interests never waned – he 
became the Texas Open Squash Champion 
and made a successful ascent of the 
Matterhorn. He published a number of 
books including The Dissuaders and Who is 
God? and edited several journals including 

Theology in Scotland. He was appointed 
OBE in 2009 for his charitable work and 
will be much remembered for his integrity, 
generosity, friendship and never-ending 
sense of fun. His sister Kathleen survives him 
in Canada.
With thanks to Bill’s nephew, Gavin Logan (EA 
1958–62), for his advice and the gift of Bill’s 
autobiography, Much Ado, A Reminiscence.

Peter F L Batchelor (EA 1933–46)
on 12 January 2020 in Kelso
Peter came to Denham Green, following 
in the footsteps of his older brothers but 
veering away from the  family tradition of 
Medicine to take a degree in Agriculture 
at Edinburgh University, graduating with a 
BSc in 1950. He became Assistant Factor 
on the Duke of Hamilton’s estate and, in 
1954, Assistant Factor on the Roxburghe 
Estates at Kelso. In the same year he married 
Charlotte Sherriff and they went on to have 
two children (followed by five grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren). In 1963, 
Peter became Factor to the 9th Duke of 
Roxburghe, looking after 60,000 acres 
with woodlands and salmon fishing on the 
Tweed. He cared deeply about the people 
he worked with and felt lucky to work in one 
of the loveliest parts of the country. On his 
retirement in 1993, he researched his family 
history and published the splendid Batch 
Tracking the Roots and Branches of a Family 
from 1661–2005. A passionate gardener, he 
and Charlotte created beautiful gardens 
together at their homes; he is fondly 
remembered as a true gentleman with that 
vital ingredient, a great sense of humour.
With thanks to Peter’s son, Robin Batchelor

Colbeck Murray (EA 1942–46) 
on 22 February 2019
Colbeck came to the Academy for his last 
four years at school. He launched himself 
quickly into Academy life, playing 1st XV 
rugby in his last year. He also joined the JTC, 
becoming a Sergeant in the Army Section. 
On leaving school, Colbeck became a 
Surveyor of Shipping at Lloyd’s Register in 
London. From there to Belgium, still working 
in shipping with Hunter Bowring & Co Ltd 
in Antwerp. Colbeck played badminton 
internationally for Belgium and won the 
Belgian National Singles Championship.

John (Jock) K White (EA 1939–46) 
on 30 November 2019 in Canada 
After the Academy, National Service took 
Jock to Palestine and he later graduated from 
Cambridge (Corpus Christi) where he read 
Engineering. He joined Patons & Baldwins, 
a knitting yarn company with operations 
around the world and, in 1962, married Jane. 
Moves to South Africa, Scotland, Belgium and 
England followed – along with sons Andrew, 

Bill Shaw
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Nigel and Roger – before the family moved 
permanently to Canada in 1967. Under Jock’s 
guidance as President of Patons & Baldwins 
Canada, the company prospered; as 
Chairman of the Canadian Textiles Institute, 
he represented the industry nationally and 
internationally. After retirement in 1988, 
Jock spent most summers on Chandos Lake, 
in the Kawartha region of Ontario, where 
he gathered the family together and was 
instrumental in the survival of St Stephen’s 
Chandos, an historic, summers-only Anglican 
church. Jock and Jane loved travelling and 
spent many extended winters in Tasmania, 
South Africa and Mexico. Having joined the 
RAF volunteer reserve as a pilot officer in 
the UK, Jock bought an old wooden glider 
in South Africa in which he earned two 
diamonds for his Gold C gliding badge. 
A great outdoorsman and enthusiastic 
canoeist, he took on the spectacular 
Nahanni River, flowing from the Yukon into 
the Northwest Territories, with his sons. 
With thanks to Nick Kuenssberg (EA 1948–61) 
OBE FRSE DUniv

Andrew T Dangerfield (EA 1941–47) 
on 8 January 2020
Andrew joined the Academy in Prep III 
and left from UIII when his family moved 
to Australia where he attended Geelong 
Grammar School (1948–52) before taking 
a place at Sydney University and gaining 
First Class Honours in History. He joined 
Publicacione Especializadas International 
and became the Spanish distributor at 
Ferndene International Ltd. Andrew is 
survived by his wife, Eulalia Guidol.

Neil A D McCance (EA 1937–39; 1944–47) 
on 28 March 2020 
Neil joined the Academy in Prep III and 
boarded at Mackenzie House. In 1939 he and 
his family moved away and, on his return, he 
joined IVB in the Upper School, completing 
his education with a flourish. A keen member 
of the JTC, he was awarded the Ozanne Cup; 
a stalwart rugby player, he captained the 3rd 
XV and progressed to the 2nd XV for his final 
year. Neil also played 2nd XI cricket. He went 
on to RMA Sandhurst and was commissioned 
into the Royal Scots, performing staff service 
in the UK, BAOR, Korea, Egypt, Cyprus and 
Libya. He left as a Major in 1975, becoming 
Secretary and Treasurer of Hannan RI 
(Agriculture). He raised and commanded 
the West of Scotland Company of the Home 
Service Force and became Commandant 
of the Ayr & Renfrew Battalion of the ACF, 
being promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. Neil 
married Anne McOwan in 1958 and they  
had a daughter, Gillian, and a son Sandy  
(EA 1964–75).

George B Sturrock (EA 1942–47) 
on 11 April 2020
George spent the last five years of his 
schooling at the Academy getting the 
required exam grades to study Medicine at 
Edinburgh University. He qualified MB ChB 
in 1955, following two years’ National Service 
before moving to the Barbican in London 
where he practised as a GP.

Iain F W Buchan (EA 1946–49) 
on 8 November 2019
After attending the Academy for three years, 
Iain won a scholarship to Fettes, where he 
became a School Prefect and a hard tackling 
wing-forward in their 1st XV. During a tight 
Academy vs Fettes match in 1954, his ‘big 
hits’ were cheered to such an extent that 
the boys were chastised in chapel with the 
Chaplain preaching the need for moderation 
and sportsmanship. After Fettes, Iain was 
commissioned into the Ninth Lancers and 
served in Germany before studying Law at 
Balliol College, Oxford, and working with 
London stockbrokers, Grieveson Grant. 
With a great interest in ‘the Turf’, Iain bred 
racehorses and achieved some success. He 
married Annabel Buxton in 1979 and, on 
retirement, they enjoyed travelling, climbing 
in the Himalayas, fishing in Scotland and a 
thrilling ten days in Antarctica. A generous 
benefactor to both Fettes and the Academy, 
Iain supported the Academy’s Shooting VIII 
– his father (H F W W Buchan (EA 1902–11)) 
having been its captain in 1911 when the 
School won the Ashburton Shield at Bisley 
for the first time. Iain was a considerable 
character, a man not easily forgotten. 
With thanks to William Carnegie, OF and EA parent

Campbell B Read (EA 1936–49) 
in April 2020 in Dallas, Texas
The son of Selwyn (Beany) Read (EA Staff 
1924–62), Campbell came to Denham 
Green in 1936 and pursued a talented 
career through to the VIIth. He followed 
firmly in his father’s footsteps, excelling at 
Mathematics at every opportunity. Dux of 
the Prep, he continued to collect prizes in the 
Upper School including the Gloag Medal for 
Mathematics, the Balfour Music Prize, the A 
Douglas English Prize and the Thomson Prize 
for Scottish History. He was Pipe Sergeant 
Major of the CCF, Secretary to the Music 
Society and Marco in The Gondoliers in his final 
year. Awarded an Exhibition in Mathematics 
at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, he 
gained First Class Honours in 1954. With 
a diploma in Mathematical Statistics, he 
worked at Pilkington Bros for four years 
before teaching in Turkey and the Lebanon. 
He gained his PhD in Mathematical Statistics 
at the University of North Carolina, becoming 
Professor of Statistical Sciences. In addition 
to editing a nine-volume Encylopaedia of 

Statistical Science, Campbell also produced the 
Handbook of Normal Distribution. He latterly 
became interested in wildlife conservation 
and, as a member of the International Crane 
Foundation, travelled to China.

Hamish Henderson (EA 1945–50)
on 15 May 2020
Hamish joined Prep IVC, aged nine, and 
left from IIIB to go to Gordonstoun. During 
his time at the Academy, he won a prize 
for handwriting, perhaps showing a care 
for presentation that foretold his early 
career in design. On leaving Gordonstoun 
in 1954, he went to Gray’s School of Art in 
Aberdeen where he studied Architecture 
and Design, gaining the Diploma of Art and 
the Saltire Society Award. He spent a year 
in London, studying at the Royal Society 
of Art, where he received a design award. 
He exhibited nationally, including the RSA 
and SSA, also going on a British Design 
tour to Australia. Hamish then switched his 
interests to property and bought first The 
Bailie in Stockbridge, converting it into a very 
successful venue, and then the Magnum 
Restaurant in Albany Street. A flamboyant 
character around Edinburgh, his distinctive 
number plate was 5OBER. In 1960, Hamish 
married Moira Maitland, a talented and 
successful artist, and they had two children, 
Kym and Jamie (EA 1974–87). Hamish 
was tremendously proud to see his son’s 
phenomenal athletic prowess propel him to 
the final of the 100m in the Commonwealth 
Games in 1986 and Jamie continues to hold 
the School record for the 100m at a possibly 
unbeatable 10.21 seconds.

1951–1960
John R T R Brown (EA 1944–51) 
on 21 December 2019 in Edinburgh
John joined the Academy in IIA and went 
on to become a School Ephor and Captain 
of Athletics, winning the half mile in 1950. 
He was a 2nd XV rugby player, a member 
of the squash team, Head of Jeffrey House 
in his last year and Pipe Sergeant Major 
of the CCF. John graduated MA (Hons) 
Economics, Summa cum Laude from 
Edinburgh University in 1955 and joined the 
United Africa Company (Unilever). In 1961 
he became Managing Director of Guinness 
in Sierra Leone, moving to the same post 
in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, in 1966 where 
he boasted that they sold more Guinness 
than in Ireland. Under his auspices, two 
new breweries opened in Nigeria and he 
became MD of UAC Brewery Holdings and, 
in 1983, MD of Whitbread Nigeria. In 1986 
John returned to the UK to undertake a 
DPhil at the School of African and Asian 
Studies, Sussex University – his doctorate 
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Peter J Laidlaw (EA 1943–52) 
on 8 March 2020 in Edinburgh
To quote his twin brother, Paul, Peter had 
“far more brains than he ever showed at 
school” and “great ability as a wordsmith”. 
At the age of 69, he took an Arts degree at 
Edinburgh University and described being 
“an ancient freshman” as “the ultimate 
walking oxymoron”. Peter has written a 
delightful memoir, full of insight and social 
comment, called Not Without Joy. In it, he 
admits to having “rather enjoyed school”, 
but is scathing about the cruelty of corporal 
punishment. After school, Peter began an 
apprenticeship with the family firm, Laidlaw 
Drew. He served with the RAF in Singapore 
during his National Service, enjoying many 
aspects of ex-pat life including lots of sailing 
and tennis. He was not short of interests but, 
throughout his life, the internal combustion 
engine and cars were his real passions. He 
rode motorbikes to school from the family 
home in Lasswade, and, to quote Paul again, 
“his funeral was like an outing of the Bentley 
Drivers Club”. According to Peter’s daughter 
Jane, the twenty years he spent as Scottish 
Secretary of Marie Curie were the most 
significant and fulfilling of his working life. 
Peter enjoyed a long and happy family life; he 
married Jean Gray in 1962 and is survived by 
her, their children Jane and Simon, and their 
grandchildren Harry, Louisa and Zack. 
With thanks to Peter’s brother, Paul (EA 
1943–52) and his daughter, Jane Laidlaw 

Archie M Campbell (EA 1947–53) 
on 21 November 2019 in Cambridge
Archie said, in an interview in a previous 
edition of The Academical, that the Academy 
had set him up for life. He thrived in 
the science department, inspired by 
experiments and microscopes. A piper 
and competent clarinetist, he moved 
on to Glenalmond for his final school 
years, entering Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, with a scholarship. He became 
a world-class figure in the field of Applied 
Superconductivity with degrees in Physics 
and Material Science. He was appointed 
a lecturer in the Cambridge University 
Engineering Department, later becoming 
Professor (Emeritus) of Electromagnetism, 
with the title James Clerk Maxwell. In 
1973, he published Critical Currents in 

Peter Laidlaw

Superconductors, which became the standard 
text on the subject. He also developed the 
‘Campbell Technique’, a pioneering method 
for measuring the penetration of magnetic 
flux into superconducting materials, which 
enabled the development of powerful 
magnets and led to applications such as 
MRI Scanners and energy storage. On his 
retirement, colleagues and collaborators 
around the world honoured him with 
the Campbell Conference, hosted jointly 
by his undergraduate and postgraduate 
colleagues in Cambridge. In 2018 he was 
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the International Cryogenics Materials 
Conference. Shortly before he died, he was in 
the Edinburgh he loved, taking photographs 
of the School to show his students the place 
where his great idol, James Clerk Maxwell, 
had been educated. Archie submitted his 
final paper for publication just days before 
his death. He married Anne Lucas in 1963, 
and they had three children.

John A Hickman (EA 1944–53)
on 9 November 2019 in London
John entered Prep IIB and spent the rest of 
his school life at the Academy. He preferred 
music to sport and much enjoyed being in 
The Mikado in his last year. He decided on 
banking as a career, joining Lloyd’s Bank 
in London directly from school. He stayed 
with Lloyd’s for his entire career, rising 
through the ranks to become Manager at the 
Edgware Branch in 1978 and finally Potters 
Bar. He was president of Barnet Rotary Club 
and Chair of the Board of Governors of Bell 
Lane Primary School.

J David F Miller (EA 1946–53; EA Court 
1985–94) on 24 April 2020
David was one of the outstanding 
Academicals of his generation, whose love 
for the School developed during his days as 
a boarder in the early 50s. His grandfather 
and father had been at the Academy, his 
sons also – Andrew (EA 1974–84), Simon 
(EA 1976–86) and Matthew (EA 1979–88) 
(daughter Katie attending St George’s) – and 
his grandchildren are now here. On leaving 
the EA, David gained a commission with the 
South Staffordshire Regiment during his 
National Service, serving in Egypt and Cyprus, 
followed by Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 

John Brown

was The Role of British Capitalism in the 
Development of Nigeria 1960–85. Returning 
to Guinness, he also became involved 
in the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
Nigeria. In 2005, Tony Blair asked him to 
join the Commission for Africa and he was 
appointed an Officer of the Order of the 
Federal Republic (OFR), the highest rank a 
foreigner can gain in Nigeria. He married 
Audrey Brown, and they had a son and 
two daughters. John was instrumental in 
bringing a number of West African boys to 
the Academy.

Peter K Gracie (EA 1946–51) 
on 11 April 2020
Peter joined the Academy in IIIA of the 
Upper School and thrived in all aspects of 
school life. He was a Lance Corporal in the 
CCF, a drummer in the Pipe Band and one 
of eight Senior Ephors. Peter was awarded 
both 1st XV and Athletics Colours in his last 
two years at School; he was Vice Captain 
of Athletics and won the Open High Jump 
in 1950 and the Open 120 yards Hurdles in 
1951. He gained 2nd XI Colours in 1950 and 
was in the Hockey XI in his final year. Peter 
went to Edinburgh University, gaining a 
degree in Civil Engineering, and carried out 
his National Service with the Royal Artillery 
from 1955–57. He then became Finance 
Director for the Freight Division of Shipping 
Industrial Holdings Ltd. 

Ian (John) Stirling (EA 1944–51) 
on 23 November 2019 in Sheffield
Ian joined the Academy in Denham Green 
and travelled in each day from Aberdour, 
soon accompanied by his younger brother 
Bill (EA 1945–55: EA Staff 1962–99). He 
contracted polio, a serious illness that 
affected the whole School, but was in the 
Shooting VIII for his last two years, a Junior 
Ephor and he won the Pentland Prize for 
carpentry. Ian went to Heriot Watt where 
he studied Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineering, qualifying BSc AIEE GI (Mech 
E) in 1955. He moved to Manchester as a 
graduate trainee with Metropolitan Vickers 
and became an engineer with United 
Engineering Steels, Rotherham. He married 
Marion Stevenson in 1961 and lived in 
Yorkshire, where he was known as John 
rather than Ian.

Archie Campbell David Miller
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where he read History and Law. He joined 
J&P Coats Limited as a management trainee, 
completing a Diploma in Industrial Relations 
at the London School of Economics and 
becoming Personnel Director of the company 
in 1974. He retired in 1991. The same year, he 
and his wife, Saffrey, suffered the cruellest 
blow when Matthew, who became ill towards 
the end of his schooldays, sadly died. 

David’s talents and willingness to give back 
to society put him much in demand as a 
director and chairman of many companies 
and charities during his retirement, including 
Marston’s Brewery, Stirling University and 
the Scottish Exam Board. This came as no 
surprise to his friends who recognised his 
intuitive skills and exceptional judgement 
of people. He was awarded honorary 
doctorates by Stirling University and the 
University of the West of Scotland and a CBE 
for services to education in 1997. 

That such a busy and talented man also 
found time to serve for ten years on the 
Academy’s Court of Directors speaks 
volumes of David’s affection for and loyalty 
to the School. The experience and wisdom 
he brought to the Court benefited the 
EA enormously and the School meant so 
much to him. He really cared. David was 
a remarkable man – tough and resilient, 
kind and wise, optimistic and positive. He 
was held in huge affection and the highest 
regard, and the world is a great deal poorer 
for his passing.
With thanks to Nick Kuenssberg (EA 1948–61) 
OBE FRSE DUniv whose original obituary for 
David was published in The Herald

Adrian Carswell (EA 1943–54) 
on 2 June 2020
Adrian joined the Academy in Prep II and left 
from VII. A staunch member of Carmichael 
and a talented sportsman, tennis was his 
forte. Adrian gained Colours in his last 
two years and also captained the VI; he 
won the Maxwell Cup in 1954 as the best 
tennis player in the School and was in the 
Athletics team; he gained his Cert A in the 
CCF. Adrian gained DA (Edin) at Edinburgh 
College of Art and MA (Hons) in Architecture 
from Edinburgh University, becoming an 
associate of the RIBA. His professional life in 
architecture was spent mainly with George 
Wimpey & Co Ltd.

William (Bill) S M Nicoll (EA 1943–55) 
on 20 October 2019
William entered the Academy in Miss 
Ogilvie’s class of Prep IIA and was an 
academic boy who won prizes as he 
progressed through the School, concluding 
with the Mackenzie Prize for Classics. A chess 
player of some repute, he also enjoyed the 

CCF, becoming a Lance Corporal and gaining 
Cert A. He won the Balfour Kinnear Cup for 
piping and a Hardie Prize for services to 
the School. William carried out his National 
Service in the Royal Navy and, in 1960, went 
on to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, with 
a Mawson Scholarship that was upgraded 
as his talent shone. He gained First Class 
Honours in Classics and stayed at Corpus 
Christi with a research fellowship before 
returning to Edinburgh in 1963 with a 
lectureship in the department of Humanity 
at the University. He was awarded his PhD in 
1964. He married Alison Coombs in 1961 and 
had a son, Alexander (EA 1970–82).

William (Bill) N Johnstone (EA 1951–56) 
on 24 October 2019 in Langholm
The oldest of the four Johnstone brothers, 
Bill joined the Academy in IIIB of the Upper 
School as a boarder in Scott House. A 
talented artist, he won a drawing prize in 
his first year and he was top of the class in 
LIV*. He won the Cheyne Art Prize for two 
consecutive years and also a science prize; 
he was a Junior Ephor and a Corporal in the 
CCF (Army). On leaving school, Bill gained 
a diploma at Art College and went on to 
the Scottish Woollen Technical College in 
Galashiels. His whole working life was spent 
in the design and manufacture of woven 
textiles and fabrics and he was awarded a 
Royal Society of Arts Industrial Art Bursary 
and the Dr Oliver Scholarship and Medal. 
Between 1961 and 1970, he was Design 
Director for R G Neill & Son, and from 1970 
to 1985, Design Director of Neill of Langholm. 
In 1985 he founded Neill Johnstone Ltd. The 
beloved husband of Mara and a much-loved 
father and grandfather, his hobbies included 
climbing, walking, painting and collecting 
Inuit sculptures and carvings.

Malcolm C A Wright (EA 1943–56) 
on 17 October 2019 in Langholm
Malcolm loved everything to do with radios 
and, through the CCF, gained his Cert A 
parts 1 & 2 with a classification in Signals. 
He enjoyed rugby in the 3rd XV and, leaving 
school, carried out National Service as a 
Corporal in the Royal Signals before joining 
the BBC as a sound engineer, training at 
Evesham before working in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. He married Marjorie Shearer 
in 1971 and they had two children, Kirsten 
and Barry. Marjorie and Malcolm moved to 
the Borders in 2013 to be closer to family; 
Malcolm enjoyed the peace and beauty of 
the countryside there and the company of 
his three grandchildren. 

Brian W R Peters (EA 1945–46; 1948–58) 
on 6 January in Sunningdale
Brian spent all his schooldays at the 
Academy and involved himself in many 

aspects of school life. A keen sportsman, he 
played rugby for the 1st XV in his last year 
and cricket for the 2nd XI in his last two. 
He was a Lance Corporal in the CCF (Army) 
gaining his Cert A Signals classification. He 
was also an active member of both the 
Ornithological Society and the Debating 
Society. Brian qualified BL at Edinburgh 
University and then CA with Geoghegan 
& Co. He joined Hill Samuel & Co Ltd 
as a manager in the Investment Trust 
Department, finally becoming a director of 
Royston Investments Ltd.

Gavin G F Tulley (EA 1945–58) 
on 17 September 2019 in York
Gavin entered the Academy in Denham 
Green in 1945 and involved himself in school 
activities from the start; once in the Upper 
School he blossomed. He was Dux of IIIrds, 
a keen member of the choir, a Sergeant in 
Kinross platoon of the CCF and was awarded 
the Scott Club Prize. He also enjoyed 
participating in Twelfth Night and Hamlet. 
After the Academy, Gavin went to Edinburgh 
University, graduating in 1962 with a BSc in 
Engineering. From his late teens until his late 
twenties he enjoyed serving in the Territorial 
Army and was badged first to The Royal 
Signals and then the Royal Engineers. He was 
an excellent marksman. 

Following graduation, Gavin joined T Harley 
Haddow & Partners in Edinburgh where 
he was the Resident Engineer on the 
spectacular, parabolic pre-stressed concrete 
roof design of the Dollan International 
Swimming Pool in East Kilbride, now a Class 
A listed building and one of Scotland’s 
contemporary design treasures. He then 
joined Ove Arup in South Queensferry 
before moving south to York in 1972 to 
join Mouchel & Partners, again as Resident 
Engineer. Twelve years with the Gillinson 
Partnership in Leeds followed, where Gavin 
was proud to work on the upgrading of 
RAF Lemming, an important frontline RAF 
Tornado F3 fighter base in the 1990s. He 
launched his own solo practice in 1988, 
which he ran successfully from home until 
March 2019, when he retired. He worked 
with York Conservation Trust over the years, 
helping to restore a variety of properties 
in York, work which he found extremely 
interesting and rewarding. In 1987, Gavin was 
Master of the Guild of Building in York.
With thanks to Sally Tulley

Robert (Bobby) D D Bertram (EA 1947–59) 
on 13 August 2020 in North Berwick
Bobby spent virtually his whole school career 
at the Academy and was Dux of his class every 
year and Dux of the Academy in 1959. His 
areas of interest covered all aspects of school 
life apart from sport, although he did turn out 
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bravely for the 4th XV and played in the Golf 
Team. He was Vice President of the Debating 
Society, Secretary of the Scottish Country 
Dance Society, Secretary of the Play Reading 
Society, a member of Cockburn Choir and went 
on Ben Dorain Club mountaineering meets. In 
his last year he played Rosencrantz in Hamlet, 
and was awarded the Thomson History Prize, 
the Weir Essay Prize, the Clyde & Millar Greek 
Prize, the Kyd Classics Prize and of course the 
Dux medal. He was a most self-effacing boy 
and man, who would hate to be reading this 
paean of praise. He had the sharpest wit and 
was an excellent mimic – his portrayal of Rector 
Rob Watt will be remembered by his peers!

Awarded an open scholarship in Classics 
at Oriel College, Oxford, Bobby gained First 
Class Honours in Classical Moderations 
before returning to Scotland to read Law 
at Edinburgh University, gaining First Class 
Honours once again and winning the Lord 
President Cooper and Berriedale Keith Prize 
for Constitutional Law. He became a tutor at 
Edinburgh University and, in 1969, a partner 
in Dundas & Wilson. A year later he became 
an Associate of the Institute of Taxation and 
an examiner for the Law Society of Scotland. 
He was a member of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, later the Competition 
Commission. From 1978 to 1986, Bobby 
was a part-time member of the Scottish 
Law Commission and continued to lecture 
as Honorary Professor of Law at Edinburgh 
until 2010.

Bobby’s love of Scottish Country Dancing 
continued, as did his considerable 
public speaking ability with groups like 
the Speculative Society. He married Pat 
Laithwaite and they had two sons, Andrew 
(EA 1977–90) and Nicholas (EA 1980–93). He 
was a dear husband, father and grandfather 
and a true gentleman.

1961–1970
T Alan Smail (EA 1954–62) 
on 12 June 2020 in Aberdeen
Alan joined the Academy in Prep VB. He 
was in the golf team and a member of the 
Scientific and Mathematical Society; in the 
CCF, he became a Lance Corporal in the 
Army Section. Alan graduated BSc (Hons) 
in Building from Heriot Watt University and 
became a chartered surveyor and Fellow of 
the Chartered Institute of Building, working 
in Edinburgh and London before becoming 
Building Control Manager with Aberdeen 
Council. Made a Burgess of Aberdeen, he 
represented the City at numerous events. 
He married Anna-Mairi Craig in 1969 and 
they had two daughters, Mary and Isla. Alan 
enjoyed hill walking – bagging all the Munros 
– and was a keen Scottish Country Dancer.

Ken Cameron

Jacob, Ken moved to Canberra to study at 
the ANU. His older daughter, Zoe, recalls how 
Ken “very nearly completed a PhD thesis 
on the poet Alexander Pope, but the lure 
of a graduate traineeship, a decent income 
and a relatively quiet life proved too great 
and he went on to spend the remainder of 
his full-time working life as a policy analyst 
in the Australian Public Service.” Ken loved 
the outdoors and was a voracious reader; 
the writing of others was where he went to 
meet his intellectual matches. Meditation 
was another great source of strength. Ken’s 
marriage to Debbie ended in the 2000s and, 
in 2010, he married Linda, who brought with 
her two young sons. He loved this large, lively 
family, now including grandchildren, and they 
loved him and will miss him dearly.

Peter D Clark (EA 1955–67)
on 20 April 2020 in Edinburgh
When Peter’s death was announced, tributes 
flooded in. Gordon Wallace (EA 1955–67) and 
Angus Tod (EA 1955–68) were among those 
there on his first day at the EA in 1955 – a 65 
year friendship – and Peter forged a massive 
network of friends as he progressed through 
the School. He found academic work easy 
and, with a keen mathematical brain, was 
promoted a year. He enjoyed rugby, later 
becoming a lifelong member of the EAFC, 
and had a variety of interests including 
philately, trout and salmon fishing, and 
ornithology (trips to the Bass Rock to ring 
gannets had the added bonus of avoiding 
compulsory Sunday service!). Peter took an 
Arts degree at Edinburgh University (also 
studying beer and horses and becoming an 
excellent poker and bridge payer) and joined 
Chiene and Tait as a trainee accountant. 
He moved on to the Gas Board Audit Team 
and Parsons, before being head hunted to 
Robert White & Co – later Brewin Dolphin, 
where Peter was a divisional director. The 
boy who read the Financial Times at the age 
of 10  found his true vocation and he was a 
greatly respected stockbroker. 

Peter’s generosity, kindness and wit shone. 
As Billy Menzies (EA 1957–70) says, “He was 
one of those rare characters that could 
enliven any occasion, a very special breed.” 
Academical rugby at Raeburn Place became 

Mark Phillips

Mark A K Phillips (EA 1953 – 1964) 
on 22 January 2020 in Emsworth, Hampshire
Mark joined the Academy, at the age of 
seven, when his family moved to Edinburgh 
from Surrey. After graduating with a degree 
in Chemistry from Bristol University, 
followed by a PhD in Physical Chemistry 
and then teacher training at Bath, Mark 
embarked on a career teaching Chemistry 
at Devonport High School for Boys. Not 
content with just teaching his subject, he 
involved himself deeply in numerous school 
activities (especially outdoor sports and 
expeditions) as well as formulating the 
School’s timetables, following the examples 
set by masters at The Academy. In 1992, 
Mark married radiologist Elisabeth Tilley, 
whom he met through mutual sailing friends, 
and in 1993 he retired from teaching to 
relocate from Plymouth to Emsworth, joining 
Elisabeth in her home before their first 
daughter Sophie was born. Subsequently 
selling his Plymouth home and now settled 
in Emsworth, Mark devoted his time and 
energy to looking after their successive 
family homes and to raising their two 
daughters, Sophie and Katie, while Elisabeth 
pursued her successful career in medicine. 
Mark continued to involve himself in a 
multitude of local school and community 
activities but sadly, and unexpectedly, he 
succumbed to inoperable pancreatic cancer 
in January 2020. He is survived by Elisabeth 
and their two daughters.
With thanks to Mark’s brother, Andrew Phillips 
(EA 1954–61)

Ewan Kenneth (Ken) Cameron 
(EA 1961–67) 
On 17 January 2020 in Queanbeyan, New South 
Wales, Australia
At school he is remembered as Ewan, by his 
family as Ken, and by all who knew him as 
thoughtful, perceptive and extremely able. 
Ken won a clutch of academic prizes at the 
Academy, topped off as Dux of the School 
with an Open Scholarship to read English at 
Oxford. Ken shone in the Arts and Debating 
Societies and a contemporary comments 
that “he was always listened to with great 
respect, pretty much above everyone else’s 
head but never intellectually aggressive.” In 
1973, with his wife Debbie, and young son 
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a strong focus and he was an enthusiastic 
2nd row, at times with brother Jim. A founder 
member of the London Reunion Club, he 
organised weekends to support Scotland in 
the Calcutta Cup and his sharp wit, wicked 
sense of humour and convivial nature made 
him a stand-out tourist. Golf was added 
to the mix in the late 70s with Dublin as 
a venue, ensuring a ‘tour’ every year with 
the added attraction of horse racing and 
Guinness. LRC events soon burgeoned to 
include trips on the Ratho barge with wives 
and girlfriends; golf at Luffness New played 
a central role with Peter serving as Captain 
from 2011 to 2013.

Fishing was Peter’s main sport and he 
reached international status for Scotland 
and owned a Sunday rod at Loch Eddy, often 
donating a day’s fishing to charity. He was 
president of Midlothian Angling Association, 
East Lothian Ski Club and a High Constable 
of Edinburgh. A most accomplished orator, 
Peter was guest speaker at the British Rugby 
Club of Paris and gave the toast to guests at 
the dinner celebrating the 125th anniversary 
of Luffness Golf club, last year. We think of 
his lovely family at this time; his wife, Sarah, 
his son, James (EA 1996–2009) and his 
daughter, Katharine (EA 2006–08). What a 
man, what a life. So much missed by his huge 
battalion of friends.
With thanks to Peter’s brother, James B Clark  
(EA 1951–64)

John D Cumming (EA 1960–67) 
on 17 May 2020
John came to the Academy in UII and was 
involved in the Arts Society, the Debating 
Society and the Chess Club. He passed 
his Army Proficiency Certificate with 
signals classification and was awarded the 
Academical Club Prize for Modern History; 
he helped to produce jazz concerts and the 
‘Free & Easy’.  Sport was a secondary issue, 
but John played tennis and fives, 5th XV rugby 
and division cricket. When Rector Bertie Mills 
asked him where he was going after school, 
he was appalled when John’s answer was 
“The Traverse Theatre!” That is, however, 
where he made considerable impact, as a 
theatre director and lighting designer, before 
co-founding the Pool Theatre in Edinburgh. 
He joined the South Hill Parks Art Centre in 
1973 and started the Bracknell Jazz Festival, 
building it into an international platform for 

contemporary jazz and improvised music. 
Going freelance in 1977, he created the 
Anglo Living Time Orchestra with George 
Russell, programmed the Camden Jazz Week, 
founded Serious Productions in the mid 
1980s and launched the EFG London Jazz 
Festival. John pushed the boundaries of jazz 
and received many awards, including the 
OBE. He married the great love of his life, 
Ginnie, and they had a daughter Kate. He was 
loved by all who knew him.

Roger D McMahon (EA 1956–69) 
on 17 May 2020 in Brighton
Roger joined the Academy in Denham Green 
and left from VIB. He enjoyed CCF, becoming 
a Lance Corporal in the Army Section and 
gained his Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award 
as well as the Bronze Life Saver Award. At 
University College, Cork, Roger gained a 
B Soc Sc and became a psychiatric social 
worker in London. He developed his 
language skills at a hotel school in Italy and 
then through a teacher training course at the 
International Language School in Budapest. 
He moved back to UK, becoming Director 
of Studies at the Kent School of English, and 
lastly worked as a social worker in Edinburgh.

1981–1990
Andrew C Simpson (EA 1973–87) 
on 22 June 2020 in Edinburgh
Andrew spent all his school years at the 
Academy, leaving from VIIE and winning the 
VIth English Prize. A keen golfer, he captained 
the golf team and won the Addis Cup; he 
also played for the 3rd XV and captained 
the 3rd XI. Dundee University and a BA in 
accountancy followed, along with positions 
at Scottish and Newcastle and, later, the 
Foreign and Colonial Trust (now BMO Global 
Asset Management). Andrew continued to 
excel at golf, playing for the University and 
for Scottish Universities. This led to the 
Accies golf team, touring with the infamous 
‘Pineapples’ and becoming a member at 
Muirfield. Fishing, however, was Andrew’s 
real passion. An accomplished and prize-
winning salmon fisherman, he regularly 
fished with friends on the great salmon 
rivers of Scotland and his family gathered in 
September to scatter his ashes by a favourite 
pool on the Tweed.

Andrew was a most popular figure at 
Raeburn Place. His late father, George 
(EA 1942–48), played for Accies for many 
seasons and Andrew was very much ‘brought 
up in the faith’. He greatly enjoyed his social 
rugby in the 1990s and he and his wife, Claire 
(daughter of Paul Laidlaw (EA 1943–52)) were 
loyal supporters with Claire helping out on 
the gate on match days. Their two sons, 
Fraser (EA 2005–18) and Jamie (EA 2006–19), 
attended the School. Andrew’s many friends 
extend their condolences to the family, and 
remember, with great affection, an ‘all-round 
great guy’.

2001–2010
Simon Kay (EA 1995–2008) 
on 9 February 2020
Simon’s movement and speech were 
much affected by cerebral palsy and, while 
many young boys might have become 
withdrawn and self-conscious, not Simon. 
He immediately impressed teachers and 
classmates with his sharp intellect and 
determination and swiftly established himself 
as a high-class performer in all his studies 
and as an irrepressible trier on all fronts. I 
remember clearly his entering the obstacle 
race as a Geit – the heavens had opened 
and the closing challenge was to crawl under 
half-flooded camouflage netting. Last, by 
some distance, Simon finally emerged (to 
the relief of his mother and all bystanders) 
wearing an enormous smile and an overcoat 
of mud. In 2007, he spoke at the Speakers 
Dinner and delivered the most eloquent 
speech about his condition. There was wit 
but no self-pity, no nervousness. As with 
everything else, Simon tackled the challenge 
head-on with quiet resolve and enormous 
courage and I suspect everyone present that 
night remembers the powerful impression 
he made. At Oxford University, Simon read 
Modern Languages, took up sailing and made 
countless friends. His early death leaves us 
all sadder, and we offer every sympathy to 
his family who guided and encouraged him 
throughout. He was a rare man.
With thanks to John Light (EA Rector 1995–2008)

The School has been advised  
of the death of Malcolm Innes  
(EA 1951–56) on 21 September 2020, 
of David Ritchie (EA 1929–41)  
on 24 September 2020 and of  
Donald MacLeod (EA 1944–56) on  
27 September 2020. We extend  
our sympathies to their families  
and confirm that full obituaries will 
be included in the next issue of  
The Academical, which will reflect  
the period 1 September 2020 to  
31 August 2021.Andrew SimpsonJohn Cumming
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Our newly launched Facebook page provides a new way to connect  
with the Academical Club, creating more opportunities to keep up to  
date with news from the School and fellow Accies, to reconnect with  
friends and to find out about upcoming events.

Like, comment and invite your Academical peers to join in!

FOLLOW US
ON FACEBOOK
@AcademicalClub

The Academy is proud to introduce AccessEA,  
our new trading arm. Through activities and  
summer programmes in our sports centre,  
adult and community education in our  
classrooms, and private hire for weddings and 
corporate events, we aim to establish the School  
as an exciting and dynamic venue, right at the  
heart of the local community.

www.accessea.co.uk

launching
IN FEBRUARY 2021 

sports

venues

OPENING OUR 
DOORS TO  

THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY  LOCAL 

EVENTS 
LASTING 
MEMORIES 

courses

FOLLOW US

How do you ‘like’ our NEW 
Edinburgh Academical Club Facebook page?

follow us on



Supporting 
the Edinburgh 
Academy’s  
Next Century

So far, the School has raised over £3.5 million  
from philanthropic sources towards our target  

of £4.6 million to implement Phase 1 of the  
TO24 Masterplan. Our target for donations is  

ambitious, but we are committed to realising  
our vision and delivering facilities designed  

for a 21st century world-class education.

The Edinburgh Academy Foundation is actively seeking  
to raise funds through gifts from our Academical alumni and  
parent communities. If you would like to make a donation or  

start a conversation about how you can support our ambitions,  
please contact the Development & Alumni Relations Office: 

0131 624 4958   |  development@edinburghacademy.org.uk

Become part
of the EA history


