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EA CAREERS 
GET INVOLVED!

Every year, as Edinburgh Academy pupils prepare 
for life beyond Henderson Row, they benefit 
greatly from the professional knowledge and 
expertise of Academicals, parents and friends 
of the School. From presentations about career 
paths or particular fields of work to taking part 
in our mock interview process each October, 
providing work experience or offering 
shadowing opportunities, there are a  
number of ways that YOU can help!

If you can help to support and inspire our 
pupils to make informed choices about their 
futures, we’d love to hear from you.

Please get in touch at  
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

The Watt Trust was set up in 1983, in memory of Rob Watt and his 
wife, Barbara. Rob Watt, a distinguished Fettesian, was Rector of the 
Edinburgh Academy between 1951 and 1962. The purpose of the 
Trust is to give financial help to past and present members of both 
the Edinburgh Academy and Fettes, to enable them to advance their 
education or professional training beyond the point at which public 
funds or university scholarships are available, or when private or  
family sources alone are not quite adequate for the purpose.

Recent Academical recipients have included: 
In March 2021, Archie Hodgson (EA 2004–17) was successful with his application 
and received funding to study a 12-month MSc in Real Estate at the Henley Business 
School, University of Reading. In previous years, James Hardie (EA 2008–12) used 
his award to attend Classical: NEXT in Rotterdam, the world’s biggest conference 
dedicated to art music and Lachlan Stewart (EA 2009–15) received funding towards 
travel costs for his three-month internship with Amicus ALJ, involving a placement in 
the Arizona Capital Representation Project, based in Phoenix. 

We have supported a number of projects over the years and welcome applications 
for any kind of financial need you may experience as you complete your education 
or training. Your project may be spectacular or it may be mainstream, but if you’re 
genuinely short of funds, please consider applying to the Watt Trust.   

For further information, please contact Anna Bennett  
at abennett@wssociety.co.uk or telephone 0131 220 3249.  
Deadlines for applications are 1 February and 1 September.

The Watt Trust
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n 1 September 2020, after having 
completed my degree in the 
midst of lockdown, I was warmly 
welcomed into the Edinburgh 

Academy, with socially distanced greetings 
and smiles behind masks. Even in such 
distanced times I immediately recognised 
the close-knit community of the Academy, 
and although in-person events were unable 
to take place as usual, we have tried to keep 
connected with you and you with the School 
via more digital content. We have posted 
a series of interviews, shared the School’s 
virtual Carol Service, started an Academical 
blog-series, and shared images from the 
Archive. To expand our online reach, in 
the new year we launched our Facebook 
page, with the help of a fantastic hamper 
giveaway with gifts donated by Academicals 
and others within the Academy community. 
Virtual events have appeared for the first 
time on the EAC calendar with a lecture and 
a quiz. Thank you to those who joined us for 
these, and I hope I will be able to see many of 
you in person this year. 

August saw the start of the development of 
the Learning Commons as part of the TO24 
Campaign at the Senior School, with the 
works starting after a wonderful Exhibition 
in the Yards at the end of the summer term. 
Although it wasn’t the traditional affair it 
allowed the School to congratulate the 
Leavers of 2021 after a challenging year and 
we were delighted to welcome them all into 
the Edinburgh Academical Club.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed collating the 
articles and features this year and reaching 
out to Academicals to hear about their work, 
accomplishments and time at the Academy. 
The past school year has looked a little 
different for our current pupils, but how 
does the Academy differ from 50 years ago? 
The Head Ephor from 1970/71, Christian 
Hook, and the 2020/21 Head Ephors, 
Samuel Chittleburgh and Kate Shannon, 
talk about their times at the Academy in 
Head Ephors: A Difference of 50. Three 
Academicals share their stories of the past 
year in A Year of Reflection, and Jessica 
Anderton looks forward with her design 
business in Designing a Bright Future. 
For many of you, Edinburgh’s New Town is 
a familiar sight, with the School nestled on 
the periphery, and John Fulton writes about 
the events that have taken place within 66 

Queen Street, featuring stories of several 
Academicals, in 66: The House that Viewed 
the World. 

Take 2 Academicals features in this issue 
for the third time, with Lord Carloway PC 
(Colin Sutherland) and Anneliese Day QC  
sharing their experiences in becoming 
leading lawyers in their fields. Also 
appearing for the third time is News from 
the Archive and Our Literary Legacy. 
Honorary Archivist, Andrew McMillan writes 
on the importance of Rector Mackenzie, and 
Tony Cook and Alan Fyfe focus on a period 
of authors that span the two World Wars.  
 
I would like to close by thanking all of those 
who feature in this issue and who have 
helped with this publication. My special 
appreciation goes to Tony Cook, Andrew 
McMillan, Rob Cowie and Alan Fyfe, and to 
the members of the EAC Council who have 
very much been the founts of all knowledge, 
and have been extremely supportive this 
year. I hope you enjoy this publication and I 
hope to see you at an EAC event soon. In the 
meantime if there is anything I can help with, 
please do get in touch.

Floreat Academia!

Alice Insull  (EA Staff 2020–Present)
External Relations Officer

Please let us know if your address has changed.  
 
Contact the Development & Alumni Relations Office  
on +44 (0)131 624 4958 or at accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk

CHANGED ADDRESS RECENTLY? Sponsored & published by the Edinburgh Academy
42 Henderson Row, Edinburgh EH3 5BL

No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior written consent 
of the publishers. The views expressed in its features are those of the contributors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the Edinburgh Academy.

Cover image: John Meadows (EA Staff 1988-2021)

 
Design: Jez Dunn
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Edinburgh 
Academical 
Club Report

cross our online platforms 
Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70) 
has provided images from the 
archive for the regular ‘Throwback 

Thursday’ posts, and Charles Runcie (EA 
1966–76) has interviewed eight of our 
sporting legends: Robbie McRobbie MBE 
(EA 1981–89), Georgina Usher (EA 1988–90), 
Andy Mitchell (EA 1963–76), Bradley Forbes-
Cryans (EA 2007–12), Rodger Arneil (EA 
1957–62), Jasmine Banks (EA 2008–16), Mike 
Blair (EA 1986–99), and David Gregson (EA 
1961–74). These were monthly interviews 
under the title ‘tEA it up with Charles Runcie’. 
He also interviewed Sarah Pinborough (EA 
1988–90) for the ‘Time for tEA’ series, about 
her book Behind Her Eyes and its number one 
Netflix series. ’Accies Word of the Week’ has 
also taken off. We are always grateful to hear 
from you about more Accie words to add to 
our list! A new blog series has also started, 
titled ‘A spotlight on…….’ which highlights the 
work and lives of Academicals, while also 
reflecting on their time at the EA. 

We did manage to keep our Ready for 
the World series of lectures going with a 
superb Zoom presentation by Mike Laird 
(EA 1974–87). The presentation and online 
technicalities were ably supported by Martin 
Willis, Junior School teacher and member of 
the IT Department. 

Sarah Boyd (EA Staff 2009–present) resigned 
from the Council after five years of service. 
It is so important to have Council members 
like Sarah who are always reliable and ready 
to help out. Viv Blair and James Munro (EA 
1997-2010) were both duly elected on to the 
Council at the AGM, and are great additions, 
Viv with communications and James 
particularly with the London Branch. Alistair 
McConnell (EA 1993–2006) was co-opted 
onto the Council in February 2021, and more 
about him and his work can be found in The 
Academical, No. 28.

This year Harry Connor (EA 2013–21) joined 
us as the first Alumni Relations Ephor. This 
is a great addition to securing and retaining 
on-going contacts with the year represented. 
I am hopeful that this will now be a regular 
appointment within the Ephor team. One 
of Harry’s ideas was that an ‘Academical of 
the Year’ could be selected, which seems 
an excellent way to reward an Academical 
who has made significant impact during the 
year. This raised the possibility of a lifetime 
contribution to the Academical Club being 
recognised. It has therefore been decided 
to introduce the ‘Bruce Stenhouse Award’, 
which will be awarded to an Academical 
who has made a significant and sustained 
contribution to Academical life. Bruce 
Stenhouse (EA 1920–30) is a legend in the 
annals of EA. He had an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Academy history, a prodigious 
memory and a meticulous style. To 
understand his full contribution to EA and 
EAC please read Bill Stirling’s appreciation in 
his book, 175 Accies.

We are always looking for 
new members. So, if you are 
interested, please contact: 

JOIN THE  
EAC COUNCIL!

accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk
+44 (0)131 624 4958

As expected, this has not been  

a usual year for Academical Club events, 

however communications through our 

social media channels has been kept alive 

by Alice Insull, our new External Relations 

Officer, who has worked tirelessly with 

Viv Blair (EA 1996–98) and the School’s 

Marketing Department of Kayleigh 

Fullarton and Victoria Cameron.  

TONY COOK  
(EA 1951–61;  

EA Staff 1975–2003)  
EAC President (2019–present)

I closed my report last year mentioning the 
‘Ransom Strip’ at Raeburn Place, and feel 
it appropriate to update the Academical 
community once again. At the end of April, 
the Inner House of the Court of Session (the 
Scottish equivalent to the Court of Appeal) 
delivered a unanimous decision rejecting the 
claims raised by Leafrealm Land Limited in 
respect of a strip of ground to the south of 
the Raeburn Place development. The land 
in question had formerly been owned by 
the Grange and the Academical Trust, and 
formed part of land that was transferred to 
the Council for road widening purposes back 
in 1912. The original Court decision and the 
Appeal have confirmed that the 1912 deed 
was sufficient to transfer the land in question 
to the Council. On that basis the Court action 
failed and no ransom strip exists. In addition 
to this disagreement further arguments 
were raised against the Leafrealm position. 
These were not decided upon because of the 
finding in relation to the land transfer.  
This sorry tale is now at an end. 
 
We are looking forward to the resumption  
of ‘normal service’ and a calendar busy with 
EAC events.
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EAC President 
Tony Cook (EA 1951–61;  
EA Staff 1975–2003) 

After the Academy, Tony spent a year at 
The Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, 
followed by three years working in London 
with the brewers, Watney Mann. He took a 
degree in Zoology at Aberdeen University, 
followed by three years’ research in 
Edinburgh University’s Zoology Department 
and was appointed to the Edinburgh 
Academy’s Biology Department at the School 
in 1975. His four children all went to the 
Academy and he now has ten grandchildren, 
six of whom are at the School. Tony’s wife, 
Jenny, is his well-known accomplice.

EAC Council   
2020/21

EAC Vice-President 
Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003) 

Andrew is Captain of the Edinburgh 
Academical Cricket Club and led the team to 
Championship promotion. A third-generation 
Academical, his grandfather, Major S H Cosh 
(EA 1930–38) MBE, captained the Scottish 
Cricket Team. While at the School, Andrew 
received Colours for hockey and cricket. He 
joined the CCF, flying at RAF Cosford, and 
was a member of the Shooting, Fencing and 
Mountaineering Clubs. Following Edinburgh 
University, he worked in London before 
returning to Edinburgh as a digital manager 
for a luxury product supplier. He recently 
was elected to membership of the MCC. 

EAC Secretary & Treasurer  
Barney Paton (EA 1995–2008) 

Barney works as the in-house legal counsel 
for Toyota Connected Europe Limited, a 
data, technology & mobility company based 
in London. He spent all of his school (and 
nursery!) years at the Academy before going 
on to study at Glasgow University with spells 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill (US) and Nankai University (China). Barney 
is a keen sportsman, playing golf at Gullane 
and spending many Saturdays in the stands 
at Tynecastle or Murrayfield.

Rector  
Barry Welsh  
(EA Staff 2017–present) 

The Rector of the Edinburgh Academy, 
Barry took on the role in August 2017.  
He started teaching at Harrow School,  
was Head of Geography at Fettes College 
for 11 years and then became Deputy Head 
of Shawnigan Lake School, Canada. He 
moved back to Edinburgh in January 2017 
to become Senior Deputy Rector and then 
18th Rector of the EA. His two sons are both 
at the Academy and, away from the School, 
Barry enjoys the great outdoors and loves 
getting out in the hills. 

EA Senior School Staff Rep  
Angus Tully  
(EA Staff 2004–present) 

Having taught Music at the Academy since 
2004, Angus has been Director of Music 
since 2017. Outside the Academy, Angus is 
active as a Music Adjudicator, while also an 
enthusiastic choir leader and Bass Coach 
with the National Youth Choir of Scotland. He 
is the Organist at Inverleith, St. Serf’s Church 
and enjoys the odd bit of cycling. 

Council Member  
Chris Duncan (EA 2002–08,  
EA Staff 2014–present)  

Chris has served on the Council since 2015 
and is currently the Director of Hockey at 
the EA. He has been the Assistant Coach to 
Scotland’s women’s hockey team since 2018, 
having previously coached the Scotland U16 
Boys team. Chris is currently studying for a 
PhD in ‘Team Coordination’ within the sporting 
domain at the University of Edinburgh. Having 
represented Scotland internationally, before 
retiring due to injury, Chris is passionate about 
developing the sporting aspect of the EAC.  

Council Member  
Anna Robertson (EA 2008–09)
Anna qualified as a solicitor in 

2016 and now works at the Procurator Fiscal 
Service. She was educated at Peebles High 
School, the Edinburgh Academy and the 
University of Aberdeen. She is a keen sailor 
and serves as an active Board Director of the 
Aberdeen Law Project – a pro bono law and 
outreach centre. 

Council Member  
Hamish Campbell  
(EA 1991–2004) 

Hamish, who works as a real estate solicitor 
for Pinsent Masons, joined the Council in 
2019. He spent all of his school years at 
the Academy and is a fourth-generation 
Academical. At the EA, he was a keen rugby 
player and represented all the Academy’s 
XVs, touring Australia with the School in 2003; 
he was also a member of the CCF (Army) and 
divisional cross-country captain. Hamish 
enjoys Munro bagging and shooting.

Council Member  
Max Banks (EA 2002–07) 

Max is a Senior Project Manager for Currie & 
Brown, a global consultancy and management 
service provider. On leaving the Academy, 
he achieved an MA at Aberdeen University 
and an MSc at Heriot-Watt University. Max is 
a keen cricketer, who played throughout his 
time at the Academy and captained the 1st XI. 
He is now Vice-Captain of the EA Cricket Club.  

Council Member  
James Munro (EA 1997–2010) 

James works for SG Kleinwort Hambros in 
London, having previously worked at the 
private bank Hampden & Co. On leaving the 
Academy, he studied at the University of 
Leeds and represented both the Edinburgh 
Academical Football Club 1st XV and Cricket 
Club 1st XI. James also played rugby for the 
professional side Doncaster Knights in the 
Greene King IPA Championship. James is 
now involved in the London EAC and  
would welcome the opportunity to speak 
with any Academicals who wish to hear  
more about the Club.

Council Member  
Viv Blair (EA 1996–98) 

Viv was a Council member from 2009–12, 
before she moved to France. On returning to 
the UK, she set up a marketing consultancy firm 
which she now runs in Edinburgh. She holds an 
MA from the University of Glasgow and, more 
recently, gained a diploma in Digital Marketing 
from the Chartered Institute of Marketing. She 
is married to a fellow Academical and has two 
children at the Academy.

Co-opted Council Members:
The following Accies were co-opted onto the 
Council and proposed at the EAC AGM on 4 
October 2021:
Jeremy Chittleburgh (EA 1972–83)
Struan Douglas (EA 1971–85)
Alistair McConnell (EA 1993–2006) 
Alan Robertson (EA 1987–97)
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BARRY WELSH  
(EA Staff 2017–present) 

Rector

hilst the Second World War 
brought about the widespread 
use of influenza vaccines, 
radar, the use of penicillin, 

as well as battlefield blood plasma and the 
jet engine, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
set in motion a similar trend in innovation 
and development within educational 
environments.

The School closure of the summer term of 
2020 focussed the minds of all those at the 
Academy to be prepared for anything as we 
approached the beginning of the 2020/21 
Academic Session. The summer holiday 
of 2020 was spent waiting for the Scottish 
Government to decide whether every 
student should be physically distanced by 
two-metres, by one-metre, or not at all! It 
really was quite exciting, and they did their 
absolute best to ensure expectations were 

built! As soon as they realised that distancing 
students by two-metres would require every 
school to be as big as Murrayfield Stadium 
this safety idea was neatly forgotten in favour 
of no physical distancing for students but, 
instead, an insistence that teachers should 
teach from a two-metre distance to maintain 
safety and reduce transmission of COVID-
19. August, therefore, saw the creation 
of ‘technical boxes’ from which teachers 
would teach, much like the boxes that exist 
on the side of football pitches to control 
over-excitable football managers. Every 
aspect of the school year was examined 
and reviewed for COVID-19 compliance and, 
when required, these would be adapted to 
ensure the limitation of transmission within 
the school population. Visitors were banned 
from the campus, students and staff would 
regularly hand-sanitise while moving around 
campus, parents no longer dropped their 

Senior School  
Report
Difficult and challenging times have often 

stimulated a positive response by human 

beings. It is the condition of the human spirit 

that, when times are tough, we seek innovation, 

adapt our practices, improvise new ways of 

doing things, and find ways to overcome every 

challenge we may face.
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a fairy-tale? The Division Soloists Competition 
and the Scholars’ Concert both went online, 
even given the ongoing restrictions to 
singing and wind instruments. 

The summer term finally saw something of 
a return to normality. With schools opening 
fully again, the better weather allowing for 
more outdoor learning (with new outdoor 
learning spaces being created around 
Henderson Row for this very purpose), and 
some inter-school competitions coming back 
to New Field, it felt a good deal more positive 
than it had in January. Summer days playing 
cricket, athletics and tennis were wonderful 
to have back, and with the formal exam 
season cancelled once again in favour of 
‘Teachers Assessed Grades’, the term raced 
by, and it was something of a shock to find 
us at Exhibition 2021 – in a marquee behind 
the Main Hall (due to the need to have an 
outdoor venue) and attended only by 6ths, 
7ths and 7ths parents. The rest of the School 
watched an online livestream. This new 
format was certainly much appreciated by 
many, although it might seem that moving 
things online does not necessarily make the 
Rector’s Speech go any more quickly or make 
it more interesting to listen to!

children off in the Yards, each year group 
arrived at school by a different entrance and 
were taught in year group ‘bubbles’, and with 
the timetable being adapted so that even 
break-time was scheduled to ensure that 
multiple year groups did not meet on the 
same spaces.

It is incredibly impactful to see a school that 
is so friendly and so integrated separated 
by protocols that are designed to prevent 
the transmission of the disease. Siblings 
would be separated on entering the campus 
and then were not seeing each other until 
the end of an academic day. Induction 
days, assemblies, presentations by the 
Ephor team, and even EAC lectures, went 
online, along with hymn practice, year 
group assemblies, and, even on occasion, 
PE lessons. The autumn term flew by in 
this manner, with year groups physically 
separated and our co-curricular programme 
operating in as many ways as was possible. 
Living through this made us all realise how 
much we missed being together – we missed 
meeting together, singing together, allowing 
our 7ths to mentor our Geits, for our NCOs 
to lead CCF sessions, and our bands and 
musical groups to play together in cross-year 
ensembles. Disappointingly, soon some 
educational ‘experts’ were producing data-
driven hypotheses that all schools would be 
safer places with less bullying if these year 
group bubbles were maintained in the post-
COVID-19 world so that age-groups were 
kept apart from each other. The Academy is 
too friendly and too connected a community 
to ever allow such a thing and we cannot wait 
for our first school assembly and for Angus 
Tully to launch the Main Hall organ into life 
and for us all to sing once more.

As the year progressed, we worked hard to 
return as much as we could to normality. 
Some inter-school hockey matches survived 
the onslaught, but unfortunately, rugby was 
reduced to a never-ending set of ‘touch’ 
practices where contact was limited, and 
the idea of playing matches against other 
schools remained a distant hope. Large 
school events like our daily assemblies, the 
Speakers’ Dinner, Division Music, and the 
Christmas Carol Concert were all affected 
and moved to an online format where 
possible. Even the sounds of the Pipe and 
Drum Band were silenced, with many of 
our pipers having to resort to electronic 
chanters, to overcome the ban on wind 
instruments. Thanks to the hard work of all 
our staff and the wonderfully accepting and 
understanding student body, we managed 
things well up to the Christmas break with 
the hope that things would be better in the 
New Year. 

It was something of a shock to return back 
into lockdown on Boxing Day and for the 
school gates to close once more as we 
began 2021. A return to online learning, 
whilst not what we wanted, went very 
well and our new systems and ways of 
teaching continued to evolve. A Lockdown 
Photography Competition and a Division 
‘Road to Tokyo’ Competition, where students 
were encouraged to get out and walk/
run and log distances for their Division on 
Strava – with the race being the first Division 
to log enough ‘miles’ to reach a ‘virtual’ Tokyo 
– the Olympic destination for 2021, were 
both new additions and innovations to our 
programme. We even produced an online 
Division Scavenger Hunt with the staff Heads 
of Division being sent out into Edinburgh 
to complete tasks set by the Taskmaster 
Mike Bryce, all the while reporting on 
EATV – a new online platform for interviews, 
assemblies, and presentations. The Drama 
and Music Departments also responded to 
some of the tightest COVID-19 restrictions 
with new innovative ways to inspire. Working 
with the Traverse Theatre and Wonder Fools, 
the Drama Department rehearsed and 
filmed two performances: The Pack and Is this 
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Nursery and  
Junior School  
Report
The Junior School Exhibition and Nursery Graduation of 2021 were 

both held as live events in front of a select group – the parents of those 

moving into Geits and P1. Others were able to join us virtually via the 

magic of technology. To some extent these lovely events could be taken 

as a metaphor for the 2020/21 academic session.

fter a summer spent planning 
and mitigating to allow the 
community to regather in person, 
there were lots of smiling, happy 

faces – eager to learn, waiting at the door on 
26 August 2020. It felt like normality in some 
ways, but in other ways not. As a school we 
value our close connection with the parent 
body at drop-off and pick-up time. We were 
now forced to put up barriers and to try to 
get to know people through masks. Sport 
was not allowed if it led to heavy breathing, 
singing was completely banned along with 
the playing of any instruments involving 
aerosol expulsion, and assemblies were 
held online in the classrooms while I stared 
into a lens (at least I can see the children’s 
attention wander when they are in front of 
me!). Windows were open all the time and 
the children were divided into ’bubbles’, 
not mixing with others from elsewhere in 
school. I am sure that many of the happiest 
memories for Academicals are amongst 
some of these prohibited actions.

When we closed the doors for Christmas 
I said goodbye to our Deputy Head, Lorna 
Htet-Khin, fully expecting to wish her a 
physically distanced Happy New Year when 
we would return on 6 January. However, by 
Boxing Day we were back in lockdown and I 
wished her well from my temporary base in 
the Nursery Office while she remained online. 
Online learning began after Christmas, which 
again confirmed my belief that it is a poor 
substitute for the high-quality educational 
experience in a school setting. It was late 

in February before our youngest children 
returned to the School, with the whole Junior 
School back on the Ides of March. Outside 
sport did return as the year progressed with 
touch rugby and hockey allowed, but with 
no external fixtures. The only competitive 
fixtures against other schools saw our 
cricket side unbeaten, other than by our 
own Geits (by 1 run), and a much smaller 
team than usual representing the School 
at the Belhaven Invitational Cross Country, 
unseasonably hosted in May.

Unfortunately residential trips could 
not happen in 2020/21, but an excellent 
addition to the calendar was the ‘P6 Week 
of Wonder’ – a week of activities based on 
the novel Wonder by R J Palcio. This proved 
so successful that a school in the USA asked 
to replicate it. P5 undertook their Jacobite 
‘Camp’ on our own site and P4 managed a 
day of Outdoor Education at Broomlee. The 
P3 Viking Day was great fun and our P2s had 
a lively and stimulating day at ‘Beach School’. 
As you would hope, every day was one of 
wonder in both P1 and the Nursery.

This year we said goodbye to a few valued 
colleagues. Ronnie Paxton (Head Janitor) left 
us after a remarkable 38 years of service, and 
Librarian Sally Hood retired after 12 years 
with us. Paula Howden Thomson departed 
after 14 years, leaving a sound legacy in 
the Nursery. Jane O’Rourke left a significant 
mark during her two years as Head of Upper 
Primary, having been one of our Music 
Teachers for a previous two years.  

Tara O’Regan headed back home to the 
Republic of Ireland after brightening the 
lives of her P4 charges since 2019. Having 
provided sterling service in the After School 
Club, Janet Rust was enjoying a well-earned 
break in Benbecula while being formally 
thanked at the Junior School Exhibition.

Easter of 2021 also saw me finish my first 
decade as Headteacher. One of the biggest 
pleasures of my tenure has been getting 
to know members of the Academical 
community. As we gradually move towards 
‘normality’ I hope to be able to welcome 
visitors into the Junior School and Nursery 
once again. In my first Exhibition speech in 
2011, I described the feeling of being part 
of the Academy Family: “…glorying in each 
other’s success but creating a supportive 
platform in which people feel they can 
take risks, can try new things and can fail 
(as we all do from time to time) in a loving, 
compassionate atmosphere that bandages 
the skinned knee and soothes the bruised 
ego”. As we come out of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this is equally valid now, if not 
more, than it was in 2011.

GAVIN CALDER  
(EA Staff 2011–present) 

Headteacher
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Court of Directors 
Report

MORAG MCNEILL  
(EA Court 2006–present) 

 Chair

I ended my report last year by 

saying that I suspected there 

would be a few bumps in the  

road in the coming year and so  

it proved. 

hile the start of term allowed 
pupils back to physical lessons, 
it could hardly be said that 
normality had returned, and 

by December we were back into lockdown 
and online lessons. During this period it is 
testament to the resilience of our staff and 
pupils that morale remained high. Fortunately 
restrictions eased in the summer term and 
we were able to have an in-person Exhibition 
for our 6ths and 7ths which, although in a 
marquee on a rather chilly June day, was a 
wonderfully happy occasion. I also said last 
year that the Academy would emerge from 
the pandemic stronger than ever, and with 
the provision of ‘live’ online lessons, the 
Academy has experienced record levels of 
interest and we have waiting lists at all entry 
points in the School.  

Despite the economic challenges, we are 
maintaining our bursary provision to ensure 
that children from diverse cultural, social and 
economic backgrounds have the opportunity 
to experience an Academy education. We 
must, however, ensure that we continue to 
deliver education that is based on a clear 
vision and set of values. It is now nearly 
10 years since we last reviewed our vision 
and values, and as we move towards our 
bicentenary in 2024 it is an opportune time 

to refresh these to ensure that they remain 
relevant and reflective of the School as it is 
today. This work is being led by Claire Hancox 
at the Senior School and Lorna Htet-Khin at 
the Junior School and they will be engaging 
with a wide range of stakeholders. The 
outputs from this will inform a Court Strategy 
Day where we will start to frame the strategic 
plan for the School for the next 5 years. I 
hope to be able to share our new strategy 
with parents, staff, pupils and the wider 
Academical community in the course of the 
next academic year.

Continuing to deliver first-class education, 
however, requires continuing investment in 
our facilities. Despite the disruption caused 
by the pandemic, the School was able to 
complete the extension to the Science Centre 
and the widening of the link between the 
Yards and Donaldson’s. As I reported last 
year, the Court took the difficult decision 
to pause the Learning Commons project 
because of the pandemic. I am delighted that, 
with the generous support of parents, staff, 
Academicals and the Eric Stevenson Trust, we 
were able to proceed with the development 
and work commenced on the build in June 
2021, with an anticipated opening date of 
August 2022. These new facilities will allow us 
to meet the changing nature of the learner 
journey in the 21st century and equip our 

pupils to deal with a unique set of urgent global 
challenges. We are still fundraising for the TO24 
campaign and if you feel able to contribute 
details of how to do so are set out on page 10. 

EA Trading, branded as AccessEA, is the trading 
company subsidiary of the School. It appointed 
a new commercial manager, Linzi Purves, and 
she has hit the ground running with an exciting 
new business plan, branding and website. 
We launched an expanded summer sports 
programme and were delighted to reach an 
agreement with the Edinburgh International 
Festival to host a series of concerts on the 
Junior School playing fields. All of the profits 
from EA Trading are passed to the School and 
provide an important source of additional 
income.

Governing a school requires teamwork and I 
would like to thank my fellow Court members 
for their contribution and commitment to 
the School. I would also like to thank all the 
staff, ably led by the Rector, Headteacher, the 
Bursar and the Senior Management Team 
for their dedication and hard work over the 
last academic year. I am hopeful that we 
shall have a more normal year and I look 
forward to welcoming as many members of 
the Academical community as possible to the 
School and Academical Club events.
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Most of this year, 1 September 2020 
– 31 August 2021, has been spent 
working remotely and under the 

necessary restrictions imposed in response 
to the pandemic. A year, in other words, with 
minimal in-person face-to-face contact. A 
year without the usual focus on fundraising 
and alumni relations-related meetings and 
events. Nonetheless, this has been a year of 
creativity and productivity.

The welcome appointment of Alice Insull 
as part-time External Relations Officer 
has restored a cheerful and helpful point 
of contact for Academicals. Working with 
colleagues in Marketing, Alice has also risen 
to the challenge of increasing social media 
activity and online video interviews, with 
thanks to Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76), as 
well as introducing successful and engaging 
online events for the Accie community.

On the fundraising front, despite the 
financial pressures suffered by many, 
supporters of the School have generously 
fulfilled their financial pledges, and new 
donors have emerged. The online Periodic 
Table of Donors has appealed to parents, 
staff and Academicals prepared to make a 
financial commitment to the TO24 Campaign. 
The link to which can be found on the TO24 
Campaign section on the School’s website. 

Development 
Office Report

GILES DOVE  
(EA Staff 2019–present) 
Director of Development  

& Alumni Relations

development@edinburghacademy.org.uk       

+44 (0)131 624 4958

To receive further information about supporting 
the TO24 Campaign or to speak to a member of 
our fundraising team in the Development & Alumni 
Relations Office about making a donation, or about 
leaving a legacy in your will, please contact us at: 

Contact

We are at a very exciting point now that the 
Court of Directors has agreed to proceed 
with the building of the Learning Commons 
extension to the Library and the James Clerk 
Maxwell Science Centre, the most significant 
development of the campus for nearly 
two hundred years. The contract has been 
signed with the chosen construction team 
and work is now underway with a view to 
completion in August 2022.

This is only possible thanks to generous 
donations and legacies from the Academical 
community. With a funding gap of £1.224 
million, our £4.6 million TO24 Campaign is 
not yet complete. In addition to its financial 
contribution, the Eric Stevenson Trust has 
generously agreed to make available an 

interest-free loan to ensure the project 
can proceed. We would prefer not to have 
to draw upon that loan and will continue 
to make efforts to reduce the funding gap 
through further fundraising.

With Mike Gregson (EA 1960–70) as Chair, 
the Directors of the Edinburgh Academy 
Foundation have continued to meet online, 
providing much valued encouragement 
and support to the Development team. 
Donors include Academicals, parents, staff 
and private trusts. In addition to traditional 
donations (many of which are enhanced 
through tax reclaimed through the Gift  
Aid scheme), the Foundation continues  
to welcome donations of shares and  
legacy gifts.
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Mr Ross Allan
Mrs Wendy Annan (in memory of Douglas Annan)
Mr David Brown
Mr Alasdair Bryson
Major Allan Cameron
Mr Jeremy Chittleburgh
Dr Tristan Clube (Tethys Advisors)
Mr Tony Cook
Mr Rob Cowie
Dr John de Villiers
Dr Hugh Dinwoodie
The late Mr Ronald Duff
Mr Tony Dyer
Group Captain Douglas Foster
Dr Ailsa Gebbie & Mr Richard Loudon 
Mr Drysdale Graham
Mr Robert Greenshields
Mr Michael Gregson
Mr Richard Grisenthwaite
Mr Stuart Guild
Mr Andrew Hamilton-Meikle
Mr Matthew Harrison
Mr Graeme Hartop
Mr Andy Houghton & Mrs Nicola Houghton 
Mr Jed Hurwitz
Mrs Juliet Hyder (Le Page)
Dr Alastair Jackson
Mr Arnott Kidd
Dr Chris Kinchin

Mr Nick Kuenssberg
Professor Ian Kunkler
Miss Catriona Laing
Mr Alistair Law
Mr Robert Lawrence
Mr Alan Leishman
Mr John Lister
Mr Marco Longmore
Mr Simon Mackintosh
Mr Neil Marshall
Mr John Marshall
Dr David McFarlane
Dr Kenneth McIntosh
Mr Andrew McMillan
Ms Morag McNeill
Mr George Menzies
Mr Roddy Millar
Dr Ruhy Parris
Mr William Reed
Mr Nigel Reid
Mr James Robertson
Mr Iain Smith
Mr Richard Stevens
Peter & Susie Stevenson (Robin Leith Charitable Trust)
Mr Nicholas Thomson
Mrs Harriet Tyce
Mr Barry Welsh
Mr Henry Wooster

Grateful thanks
The School is grateful to all those who have made gifts through the Edinburgh Academy Foundation, 
during our 2020/21 financial year, contributing to the TO24 Campaign, the Bursary Fund and the Annual 
Fund. Please note that donations made prior to, or after, the financial year under review are also much 
appreciated but are not included in this report. If there are any omissions or errors in the following list, 
please accept the School’s apologies and notify the Development & Alumni Relations Office accordingly.

Grateful remembrance

The late Mr Ronald R Duff

We would also like to take this opportunity to remember, 
with gratitude, the following individual whose bequest 
was realised in 2020/21.
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Designing  
        a Bright 
Future
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Inspired by her Academy teachers, 

Jessica Anderton (EA 2011–14) went 

to study Painting at the Edinburgh 

College of Art, and has since started 

her own business. From Henderson 

Row Art classes to Mars Headquarters 

and Harvey Nichols, the future looks 

bright for Jessica. 

Tell me about your time at the 
Edinburgh Academy. 

I joined the Edinburgh Academy in 
November of 2011, after having lived 
abroad in Abu Dhabi for two years. My first 
school was actually St George’s School, 
where I had formed my first friendships. 
Upon arrival to the EA several years later, 
I was shocked and very excited to see that 
some of those familiar faces had also joined 
the Academy! It felt like a reunion of some 
sorts, so I instantly felt at ease being the 
“new girl.” 

When I think of my time at school, what 
really stands out in my memory is how 
much of a family community the School 
creates for the pupils and how supportive 
everyone was. I have so many happy 
memories despite only being at the 
Academy for three years. I’m pleased to say 
that after eight years, I am still very close 
with my friends who I met there. I was also 
lucky enough to go to both of the schools 
my parents attended, so I have always felt  
a sense of comfort with sticking to my roots 
during my schooling. 
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What subjects did you enjoy, and which 
teachers particularly influenced or 
inspired you?
It is hard to choose between Art or Design 
and Technology as a favourite subject, due to 
the fact that both teachers in each discipline 
were kind and encouraging, which spurred 
me on. Design and Technology gave me a 
great insight into the commercial side of the 
creative industry, which has proved to be a 
real asset to me today in my business. I have 
always enjoyed art classes so I have often 
found a comfort in this subject. It was fairly 
daunting when I had moved to the School as 
I was in the middle of my GCSEs, however the 
Academy were extremely accommodating 
and helpful with re-arranging my studies. 
I want to thank Mr Prosser, Ms MacKinlay, 
Ms Hennessy and Ms Kenwright for their 
tremendous support and guidance. 

How did staying in Edinburgh and your 
time at University inspire and help with 
your current design business?
Edinburgh is such a vibrant city, full of culture, 
creativity and history, which provided me 
with a lot of inspiration and research ideas. 
With the many world-famous museums, 
galleries, and, of course, the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe, it’s hard not to be inspired! 
My four years of studying Painting at the 
Edinburgh College of Art was a fantastic 
experience and I am grateful to have been  
a student at this wonderful art college.

Tell me about ‘Jessica Anderton 
Designs’. What inspired you to create 
your own design business, and how did 
you go about doing this?
After graduating from the Edinburgh 
College of Art in 2018, I received a number 
of enquiries about my degree piece ‘BAR’, 
asking whether the print would be available 
to purchase in various mediums, including 
questions regarding fabrics and limited 
edition prints. After a couple of months, 
I decided to take the plunge and start a 
business using my original artwork as the 
inspiration for a range of homeware and 
lifestyle products. 

Each product in my collection is originally 
hand painted by myself in my Edinburgh 
studio, then manufactured in the UK using 
ethically sourced materials and modern 
printing techniques. It has been such 
an exciting process and the best work 
experience that I could have asked for! I like 
the fact that there is much variety that comes 
with working in a start-up. My everyday tasks 
aren’t necessarily creative, which is a good 
balance for me.
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Where did your love of art come from?
Both my mother and my grandfather are 
very interested in art, so I was always 
encouraged to paint and draw as a young 
girl. Every Saturday, my grandfather would 
take me to art and design classes at the Dean 
Gallery in Edinburgh. The classes provided 
me with an excellent foundation, giving me 
the confidence and freedom to experiment 
in a variety of disciplines and develop an 
understanding of materials which I hadn’t 
used before. From my experiences living in 
diverse locations such as Austria, Atlanta, 
London, Abu Dhabi and my hometown 
of Edinburgh, my creativity has definitely 
been enhanced due to exposure to very 
contrasting cultures and environments. 

What have been your biggest challenges 
and accomplishments with your 
business?
Starting a business from scratch has been 
very rewarding for many reasons, but with 
this comes a few challenges. I have often felt 
a sense of guilt or pressure to be constantly 
improving and working on my business to 
make it as successful as possible. This year 
has definitely taught me the importance of 
switching off and enjoying time together with 
friends and family. Another challenge that 
I sometimes face is having the confidence 
in myself and my brand, particularly during 
the slower months. This can be unnerving if 
you’re a one-man band, but I’m lucky enough 
to be surrounded by a supportive and 
encouraging network. 

Accomplishments that stand out within my 
business include being stocked within the 
Edinburgh and Knightsbridge Harvey Nichols 
branches, and hosting pop-up shops in other 
iconic retailers such as Jenner’s and John 

Lewis. Another highlight that sticks with me 
was when the CEO of Mars Inc. purchased 
and displayed my chocolate inspired 
‘Indulgence’ paintings within their head 
offices in the USA. This endorsement gave me 
the confidence to keep using my initiative and 
to persevere with spreading awareness of 
my work. I was also shortlisted for the Open 
Contemporary Young Artist Award, at the 
Biscuit Factory in Newcastle, which featured 
my piece entitled ‘BLEACH’. Within my art 
practice, I have often taken inspiration from 
the world of advertising, branding and visual 
merchandising. With this interest, I applied 
and was accepted onto a work experience 
programme at the leading advertising agency, 
AMV BBDO, based in London. 

Congratulations on having your products 
on sale in Harvey Nichols, both in 
Edinburgh and London. How did this 
opportunity come about?
A few months after graduating, I contacted 
Pad Lifestyle, which is a homeware boutique 
hosting an eclectic mix of homeware and 
fashion products from designers all over the 
world. After showing my work to the team, 
they kindly offered me the opportunity to 
have my products stocked alongside many 
of my favourite brands and designers. I was 
excited and honoured by this opportunity, 
as I felt this would really help to gain 
exposure for my designs and respect for 
my brand. Since then, Pad Lifestyle selected 
my collection to be stocked within the 
aforementioned Harvey Nichols stores -  
I am still pinching myself! 

You are just starting in the business 
world having only graduated 3 years ago. 
What’s next for you? 
I’m delighted to say I will be opening my first 
shop which will be located in St Andrews. 
It will become a home to my full collection, 
as well as some brand-new designs and 
products. Due to COVID-19, the opening has 
been slightly delayed. However, I found that 
the time in lockdown was really useful as I 
was able to come up with many concepts that 
I’m not sure I would have created if it weren’t 
for this time. I have recently completed a 
project which features a variety of world-
renowned champagne and sparkling wine 
bottles. Despite a very difficult year, I wanted 
to create a design which reminded people 
that there is always a reason to celebrate. 

More exciting news is that I was selected 
to host a pop up in John Lewis Edinburgh, 
which started in November 2021! I am so 
thrilled to have this opportunity to showcase 
my collection within such a reputable 
department store. 



Shaun McCarron

“I have been working in the hospitality 
industry since leaving school; what started as 
a part-time job to earn some money, quickly 
became a career. I always knew I wouldn’t 
manage to stick it out working at a desk and I 
needed to stay active. The hospitality industry 
is perfect for me as no two days are ever the 
same, and I get to talk an awful lot! I owe a 
great deal to the industry; it has given me 
many great opportunities and it is how I met 
my wife, Roberta. Together we opened our 
restaurant, ‘The Little Chartroom’, in June 
2018, having felt there was a gap in the market 
for a really good quality neighbourhood 
bistro in Edinburgh. We knew we could offer 
something different.

When the country went into lockdown in 
March 2020, I thought I couldn’t have picked a 
worse career. There was so much uncertainty 
in our industry, but I am pleased with how we 
managed to adapt our business. We set up a 
crowdfunding page to raise money for Soul 
Food Edinburgh, enabling us to buy produce 
to cook meals for people less fortunate 
than ourselves. We had an empty kitchen, 
and Roberta and I wanted to do something 
positive for the community. For us, this is 
what being a neighbourhood restaurant is all 
about. We also decided to sell finish-at-home 
meals. We never could have imagined their 

In a year where there has been little 
certainty, it has called for individuals to 
adapt and be resilient to the changes 
that the past year as bought. Along 
with the challenges, it has provided 
a time for growth, adaptation, and 
opportunity. Here, Shaun McCarron 
(EA 1999–2006), Emma Rainey (EA 
2009–13), and Dan Wallace (EA 2001-
02; 2004–06) reflect on their past 
year, as a restauranteur, junior doctor, 
and former-Olympian, respectively. 

A YEAR  
OF REFLECTION 

popularity and very quickly we were able to 
bring the team back off furlough. This felt like 
a step in the right direction. 

As lockdown continued we started thinking 
about how to reopen the restaurant whilst 
adhering to the restrictions; we knew it would 
be tricky as our restaurant is so small. We 
wanted to avoid any staff redundancies and, 
thus, ‘The Little Chartroom on the Prom’ was 
born, on the Portobello seafront. Initially, we 
planned for it to be a three-month pop-up 
but, having proved so popular, we have 
extended the lease. We were nervous about 
setting up and investing in a new business, 
but the risk paid off. It enabled our business 
to keep going whilst also growing and 
retaining every member of staff, plus creating 
a few additional jobs in the process. It felt like 
a massive victory!

The biggest thing I have learnt is how 
important it is to stay busy and keep 
communicating with one’s customers. 
Whilst strengthening existing relationships 
with people, we have also made many new 
relationships. Despite the last twelve months 
being extremely challenging, we have enjoyed 
more downtime than we ever had previously; 
so much so, we have decided to significantly 
reduce our opening hours to allow for a 
better work-life balance. We went from a 
5-day week providing 10 services to just doing 
6 services a week, over 4 days. This allows 
us all a bit more time off, and when we are in 
work we feel fresher, and hopefully, on the 
back of this, the food tastes better.”
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Emma Rainey 

“My mother was diagnosed with breast 
cancer when I was in 4ths. She had an 
incredible surgeon who opened my eyes 
to the endless possibilities that a career 
in medicine could offer. Up until this point 
I hadn’t considered a career in medicine. 
I enjoyed science and collaborating with 
others and, as cliché’ as it sounds, I wanted 
a fulfilling career where I could help people 
and medicine seemed to tick all those boxes.  
 
I was initially nervous when ‘lockdown’ 
was announced as there was so much 
uncertainty surrounding every aspect 
of life. I was in my final year of medical 
school, and not long after the government 
announcement, we were told our finals had 
been cancelled and our ward placements 
would end early. We graduated early based 
on previous exam results and assessments 
throughout final year. Unfortunately, we 
missed out on a lot of milestones (waking 
up on results day to find out that you had 
passed, our graduation and graduation 
ball) and there is still a lack of finality for 
me in ‘finishing’ medical school. Following 
my early graduation, I was incredibly lucky 
to secure an ‘interim’ post which helped 
ease the transition from medical student 
to junior doctor. I worked closely with other 
junior doctors on an incredibly supportive 
ward and with some extremely experienced 
consultants from a variety of specialties.  
 
Over the past year, one of the most notable 
differences I have seen in patients is that 
many people have presented late with a 
variety of conditions. I had worked in a 
stroke and neuro-rehabilitation department, 
and we saw patients presenting with large 
strokes who had had ‘mini-strokes’ during 
lockdown. They hadn’t presented to hospital 
earlier for fear of catching the virus. I hope 
that now, no one is afraid to seek medical 

attention if they need it. Another huge 
change has been wearing all the PPE every 
day. It makes communicating with patients 
and colleagues very difficult. I look forward 
to the day when I no longer have to wear a 
mask to work (if that day ever comes!). 
 
The biggest challenge for me has been 
the lack of visitors. It has been incredibly 
emotionally demanding having difficult 
conversations with patients’ family and 
friends over the phone and you can see how 
much of an impact it has on patient wellbeing 
every day. On a happier note, there is such 
strong camaraderie between colleagues in 
all healthcare professional roles. When the 
‘Clap for Carers’ happened every Thursday, 
I felt extremely proud to be working for the 
NHS. The pandemic has really shown the 
public just how hard everybody within the 
NHS works. It has also been wonderful to see 
the support shown to all other key workers; 
I hope this respect endures long after this 
pandemic is over.  
 
Being a doctor is incredibly rewarding,  
most notably when looking after the patients 
during their end of life. I have loved getting  
to know patients and their families during 
the past year, and it has been an honour  
and privilege to support them through  
these times.”

Dan Wallace 
“As an experienced international swimmer, 
competing at the Olympic Games, World 
Championships and the Commonwealth 
Games, I have some wonderful memories 
during my swimming journey. This journey 
began at Glenogle Baths wearing a blue latex 
swimming cap and swimming widths across 
the pool with my fellow Academy classmates. 

Swimming has given me opportunities that 
may have not come my way otherwise, and it 
has taught me lessons that I will remember 
for the reminder of my life. It has given me 
experiences that I will never forget, from 
racing head-to-head with Michael Phelps 
to winning medals on the global stage. 
However, since retiring from competitive 
swimming in 2018 I have found myself 
frequently looking back and analysing what 
my swimming journey has meant to me 
and the lessons I can take away. There have 
been immense highs and gruelling lows, with 
both extremes having helped to shape the 
person I am today. What I value the most is 
not the ability to swim up and down quickly, 
or the medals and the trophies, it is the 
mindset and the psychological lessons that 
I developed along the way. This is what I see 
as my biggest asset today. Today my passion 

is sharing these lessons and helping others 
develop the same mindset through my 
business ‘The Swim Experience’. 

At the start of 2021, during the peak of 
our second national lockdown I had the 
opportunity to work with schools and 
pupils across the country with the aim of 
sharing insight into the life of a professional 
athlete and offering advice on how to stay 
positive and motivated during difficult 
times. These are skills I regularly relied upon 
during my swimming career, and something 
which I felt could be of benefit to others 
during an uncertain and unprecedented 
time. I was fortunate enough to work with 
thousands of pupils up and down the UK, 
including speaking with some of the pupils 
at the Edinburgh Academy. It all started at 
Edinburgh Academy, and it feels great that it 
has come back around again. The response 
I had from every session was overwhelming, 
but what each pupil might not have realised 
was how much of a positive impact they were 
having on me. This initiative truly helped me 
get through lockdown just as much as I hope 
it helped them. 

I have been fortunate enough to see first-
hand the positive impact sport can have 
on your mental health. Sport has given 
me a purpose, something to work on and 
ways for me to stay physically and mentally 
fit. I am now able to share this knowledge 
and understanding through my work with 
Support & Offload, which is a mental health 
charity founded in Edinburgh that aims to 
tackle the stigma of mental health through 
sport and exercise.
 
I feel extremely lucky today to be able work 
on so many exciting initiatives and projects. 
As times have changed, we have all had to 
adapt, and so has my business, and I am 
really looking forward to working with more 
schools and business both in the classroom 
and, now again, in the water.” 
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R B Haldane in Privy Council  
uniform, 1908

ix authors have been chosen to 
represent the complex period in 
history between 1904 and 1944.
John Scott Haldane (EA 1870–76) 

was featured in Part 2, and no excuse is 
made for including two more Haldanes. 
It could be said they are one of the most 
remarkable families the Academy has ever 
educated. This period also extends to the 
rise of radio and television, allowing writers 
like Alan Melville to make a creative impact  
in these new media. 

Richard Burdon Haldane (EA 1866–72)   
was a polymath and philosopher of the 
highest calibre. After achieving a first-class 
honours degree in Philosophy from the 
University of Edinburgh (with a term in 
Göttingen), he trained in law, becoming Lord 
Chancellor twice, both before and after the 
Great War. Richard Haldane developed a 
great affinity with German philosophy and 
culture, and his sympathies for the Germans 
side-lined him politically for the years of the 
First World War after 1915 - despite having 
created the British Expeditionary Force and 
Territorial Army during his years as Secretary 
of State for War (1905–1912).
 
He was a prolific writer, starting in the late 
19th century with books such as Life of Adam 
Smith (1887), Education and Empire (1902), The 
Pathway to Reality 1 (1903), and volume 2 in 
1904. The thread of developing educational 
theory ran strongly throughout his life, 

the Translator’s Guild, which developed 
into the only independent professional 
membership association for practising 
translators and interpreters. 

His literary output was somewhat impeded 
by the First World War, when he joined the 
Ambulance Service on the Western Front. 
Miles suffered greatly from ‘shell shock’, a 
term coined during the First World War by 
the psychologist Charles Myers. This is now 
known as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
but was poorly understood in Miles’ time. 
Miles soon returned to his Oxford College, 
Balliol, and was the major contributor to The 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit 1914–18, a Record. 
He was soon on the way to becoming a 
man of letters and wrote the acclaimed 
novel, The Oxford Circus, together with his 
friend Raymond Mortimer, and soon after 
published The Outline of Everything Complete 
in One Fortnightly Episode (1923). Miles’ great 
flair as a writer soon found him to be a 
contributor to The Times, and in 1937 he was 
appointed as editor for The Times Literary 
Supplement. He was never able to fulfil this 
great opportunity, as he developed brain 
cancer and died at the early age of 43. 

Archibald Richard Burdon Haldane CBE 
(EA 1907–17) was Richard Burdon Haldane’s 
nephew and left the Academy in 1917, going 
on to Winchester for two years, before 
reading History at Balliol College, Oxford, 
returning to Edinburgh to join the family 
legal firm, acting also as Fiscal to the Society 
of Writers to the Signet. History was always, 
however, his major love, and he made vital 
contributions to Scottish Social History. In 
1952 he wrote The Drove Roads of Scotland, 
analysing the cattle droving trade that was 
a key feature of trade between Scotland 
and England in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
In recognition, he earned a DLitt from the 
University of Edinburgh.

The final pacification of the Highlands 
of Scotland produced roads engineered 
by General Wade. This brought back a 
flourishing livestock trade in the 18th 
century, which nourished the publication of 
two further books by Haldane. The first was 
New Ways through the Glens (1962) followed 

In the previous two issues, Tony 
Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–

2003) and Alan Fyfe (EA 1957–69; 

EA Staff 2006–12), have explored 

the lives and works of Academical 

authors who attend the School from 

its founding days until the second 

half of the 19th century. In Part 

3, Tony and Alan have chosen six 

literary legends, whose careers and 

school lives span across the years  

of the two World Wars.  

OUR
LEGACY

literary
ACADEMICAL AUTHORS PART 3      l      THE TWO WARS

honouring quality and equality in education. 
His early encounter with the German 
philosopher Lotze convinced him that the 
country must be led by the highly educated, 
which perhaps led him to help found the 
London School of Economics and Imperial 
College in London. He also went onto lay 
the foundations of MI5, MI6, The Medical 
Research Council and the RAF.  

His books continued with Universities and 
National Life (1910), The Conduct of Life (1914), 
The Reign of Relativity (1921), The Philosophy 
of Humanism and of other Subjects (1922). 
Amongst his many articles, pamphlets and 
reports, his Machinery of Government Report 
of 1918 stands out as particularly relevant to 
the modern political landscape. To explore 
his exceptional life further, read Haldane - the 
Forgotten Statesman who shaped Modern 
Britain (2020), written by John Campbell with 
Richard McLauchlan (EA 1992–2005).

James Edward Miles (EA 1902–13)  or 
Hamish, as he came to be known, became 
a skilled translator, particularly from the 
French language, notably in several works  
by Andre Maurois. His work led him to found 
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J I M Stewart

literary career took off, writing Volume 12  
of The Oxford History of English Literature.  
He became a Student (Fellow) of Christ 
Church, staying until 1973, retiring as 
Professor of English.

Stewart’s literary work fell into three 
categories:
1.  Literary Scholarship: Eight Modern Writers 

(1963), Characters and Motive in Shakespeare 
(1949) and works on Thomas Hardy, James 
Joyce, Joseph Conrad and Rudyard Kipling.

2.  Novels set in academic, artistic 
surroundings: A Staircase in Surrey (1974–9), 
which was a five-volume autobiography, A 
Use of Riches (1957), and The Last Tresilians 
(1963).

3.  Detective novels that he wrote under 
the pseudonym ‘Michael Innes’: Hamlet, 
Revenge! (1937), Lament for a Makar (1938), 
and What Happened at Hazelwood (1946). 
These are three of his most well-known 
stories amongst the 50 or so he wrote. 
He regarded detective stories as an over-
civilised joke, ensuring wit and literary 
illusions featured within his writing.   

by Three Centuries of Scottish Posts (1971). His 
main hobby, however, was fishing, which led 
to him publishing several books over his life: 
The Path by the Water (1944), By River, Stream 
and Loch: 30 years with the Trout Rod (1973), 
and his last book Great Fishmonger of the Tay 
(1981). As with all Haldanes, he was a man of 
many parts.

William Francis Ross Hardie (EA 1911–22)   
known as Francis Hardie or Frank, gained 
a double first in Classical Moderations and 
Literae Humaniores from Balliol College, 
Oxford. His first year at Balliol saw his first 
attempt at writing: A Lucianic Dialogue, 
between Socrates in Hades and Certain Men of 
the Present Day, who are conducted thither by 
Pollux on one of his Annual Excursions (1922). 
Subsequent publications had more succinct 
titles! He later published papers on moral 
philosophy, but Greek philosophy was the 
discipline in which he made a world mark. In 
1936 he published A Study of Plato, followed 
by Naturalistic Ethics in 1947, however his 
major work remains Aristotle’s Ethical Theory 
(1968). This text has always been revered 
for displaying scholarly and philosophical 
competence of the highest level; it remains 
the main work on Aristotelian Ethics.  

The Second World War had an impact on his 
time for writing, as did his election in 1950 as 
President of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 
As elections edged towards the forefront of 
popular discourse, he was asked to devise 
a word that would describe their study: 
‘Psephology’. This term is still used today to 
describe the study of elections. 

John Innes Mackintosh Stewart (EA 1913–
24) was another Academical who achieved 
a first from Oxford University. After his 
time in Oxford, he went on to travel Europe 
and then to Adelaide University where he 
became the Jury Professor of English. He 
took full advantage of the leisurely travel 
in pre-war days, writing Death Trap at the 
President’s Lodging (1936) while onboard ship. 
He arrived back in Oxford in 1947 where his 

Alan Melville (EA 1925–27)  was born 
William Melville Caverhill. He left school from 
the Vths to be apprenticed as a joiner in the 
family business. It was not until winning a 
writing competition in 1934 when the idea 
came about that writing might be his true 
metier. Radio was the new thing in the 1930s 
and he wrote six stories for Children’s Hour 
entitled The Adventures of the Pink Knight. 
He later became a journalist, and wrote a 
detective novel, Weekend at Thrackley (1934), 
which was later turned into the film, Hot Ice.

When the Second World War broke out, 
he wrote what was one of the earliest 
soap operas, The Robinson Family. About a 
family in wartime London, it became a huge 
success in America. In 1941 he joined the 
RAF, where he had a meritorious time, taking 
part in D-Day landings, which triggered his 
writing First Tide: the First Account of the Allied 
Landings, D-Day 6th June 1944.

Post-war he ventured into playwriting: Castle 
in the Air (1949), and Full Circle (1952). He 
worked with a galaxy of stars including Ivor 
Novello, Cicely Courtneidge, and Arthur 
Askey. Melville was a post-war television 
star, chairing The Brains Trust and a popular 
panelist on What’s My Line?. He played host to 
over 400 guests in his A to Z show, including 
Phil Silvers, Johnny Dankworth, and Dame 
Edith Evans, and hosted the TV programme, 
Merely Melville, which also was the title for his 
autobiography (1970).

The authors would like to acknowledge  
175 Accies (Bill Stirling, 1999) as a constant 
source of reference. 

J I M Stewart Image  
© www.internationalliteraryproperties.com/
Weekend at Thrakley image  
© www.abebooks.co.uk/
Haldane images  
© R. W. Haldane Collection

Haldane family, 1925. R B Haldane front row second from left,  
A R B Haldane second row third from left.

Cover of Alan Melville’s  
Weekend at Thrackley
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The Edinburgh Academy has seen a 
vast amount of change in the past 50 
years. There has been the closure of 
the boarding houses, the development 
of new buildings across the Junior and 
Senior School, a fully co-educational 
pupil body, changes in school lunches 
and the introduction of iPads! 
However, the pride of being named 
Head Ephor remains. The Head 
Ephor of 1971, Christian Hook (EA 
1961–71), along with the Head Ephors 
of 2020/21, Samuel Chittleburgh 
(EA 2008–21) and Kate Shannon (EA 
2013–21), speak about their time as 
Head Ephor 50 years apart.

Kate: My favourite memory of my time at 
the School was when we formed the first 
Academy girl’s cricket team and played 
against Trinity High School. Despite our lack 
of actual skills, we still had so much fun!

What did being an Ephor mean 
to you and what were your main 
responsibilities?

Christian: It was a huge privilege to be 
made an Ephor and indeed to become 
Head Ephor. With that privilege came the 
responsibility for general discipline outside 
of the classroom, and for working with the 
other Ephors to maintain an effective but 
not hostile Ephors regime under Bertie Mills 
(Rector 1962–77) as Rector.

Samuel: To me an Ephor is someone who 
reflects what the School aims to represent, 
reflecting the values of the School to the 
highest standards. They are leaders for the 
whole student body, who are always willing 

What is your favourite memory of EA?

Christian: I’m struggling to choose between 
two. The first is being tucked up in my truckle 
bed in Mackenzie House aged 9 (with bed-
socks for warmth, as there was no heating in 
Mackenzie House in those days!) being read 
The Hobbit as a bedtime story by Mr Thyne 
or Mr Stirling. It was hugely scary at the time 
but never forgotten. These bedtime stories 
gave me a lifelong love of Tolkien and Middle 
Earth. The second memory looks to my last 
term at the Academy after a school rugby 
match. We were walking into the Cumberland 
Bar to have a beer with some of the team…
only to find it was half full of teachers after 
a staff meeting at Henderson Row. It was an 
exit stage left very quickly!

Samuel: It would have to be walking up Ben 
Nevis in 3rds on the Outward-bound camp. 
It was an amazing experience and I will never 
forget the sunset and the amazing time I had 
with my friends.

HEAD EPHORS:   A Difference of 50 
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to help others. My main responsibilities, 
alongside Kate, were to lead our Ephor 
team, and ensure our goals were being met. 
We also had regular meetings with staff to 
discuss how we can improve the School for 
all. During non-COVID times, we would also 
attend any events with prospective parents 
and alumni.

Kate: An Ephor is someone who helps with 
the day-to-day running of the School, as well 
as coming up with new ideas to improve it 
for future generations of pupils. They should 
serve as a role model to inspire the younger 
years, and also act as a link between staff 
and pupils. The main responsibilities for 
the Ephor team this past academic year 
had to be slightly adapted due to COVID-19. 
However, we were able to keep the morale 
up for students and tried to do as much as 
possible within the given restrictions. For 
example, we organised an online bake-off 
and a costume day for Halloween.

Do you have a favourite teacher at the 
Academy and what memories of them 
do you have?

Christian: Amongst a great teaching staff 
Maurice ‘Hubba’ Cook was a legend with his 
tips for history exam questions and ‘Hoppy’ 
Longson just made Latin come alive (finally!) 
in VIIth Classical Mod.

Samuel: I do not have one favourite teacher 
but one of my favourites would have to be 
Mr Hughes. He was my form class teacher 
when I started in the Senior School and my 
RMPS teacher in my final year. Mr Hughes 
would also have breakfast chats with me 
during registration, after I had finished 
morning swim training.

Kate: My favourite teacher would have to 
be Ms Deakin. She is so lovely and we would 
spend many lunchtimes in her classroom 
at the Malala group, where discussion on 
female empowerment is focused upon. She 
would also always buy us snacks!

What extra-curricular activities are you 
involved in?

Christian: Apart from being a member of 
many of the sports teams, such as rugby, 
squash, and fives, attending Usher Hall 
concerts on Friday nights became a regular 
outing latterly from the Boarding Houses.

Samuel: I am involved in the School’s 
CCF army section holding the position of 
Sergeant Major. I also took part in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award and I am currently 
completing my Gold Award. I have also 
engaged with a new school initiative, Thrive 
Academy, which is helping me gain more 

mental resilience. Outside of school I am a 
competitive swimmer at Warrender Baths 
Club, Edinburgh, and have been since I was 8. 

Kate: I am a member of the 2nd XI hockey 
team and I also play the oboe in both the 
School’s concert band and orchestra. I 
also have an interest in mental health and 
co-founded the “communi-cake-tion” group, 
which discusses mental health issues among 
young people within the School. Outside of 
school, I have taken ballet classes since I was 3.

How do you feel the EA prepared you 
for your next steps?

Christian: The School gave me the 
confidence to do anything. It gave me the 
ability to mix with and listen to people, and 
to be a leader.

Samuel: EA has allowed me to explore a 
whole range of options for what I wish to 
do in my future and help me gain a whole 
host of life skills throughout my time at the 
School. I am now taking a gap year to do 
voluntary work, as well as paid work, and to 
gain some real-life work experience before 
I go to the University of Aberdeen to study 
Business Management. I eventually hope to 
gain a regular commission as an Officer in 
the Army after my time at university.

Kate: The Academy has allowed me to 
become independent as a result of the 
support from the teachers, and well-
rounded due to the number of opportunities 
available. The role of Head Ephor has also 
allowed me to become much more confident 
and resilient, which are important skills for 
life outside of the Academy. After school,  
I plan to study Geography at the University 
of Durham, and hopefully after that, live in 
France - which has always been a dream  
of mine.

If you had a chance to change one thing 
about your time at the EA, what would 
it be?

Christian: I would change nothing – I had 
a very rounded and blessed upbringing at 
the Academy with some great guys. It was a 
very happy time for me. On the other hand, 
perhaps, I should have gone for the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. I managed a 
Bronze. During my time as a Holyrood High 
Constable, HRH the Duke of Edinburgh called 
me a drop-out when I later confessed to him 
of a Bronze only!

Samuel: The only thing I would change 
about my time at the EA is probably to have 
gone on more trips and taken up more offers 
to try new things, such as the Diving Trip. 

On a  
lighter note…
what was your favourite  

school meal? 

Christian:  
Definitely breakfast!  

You can’t beat a Scotch bap  
with butter and marmalade! 

Samuel:  
My favourite school meal  

has been pasta with meatballs 
(especially when I could  

get seconds!).

Kate:  
It would definitely be fajitas  

and chips on a Friday - always  
a great way to end the week. 

Kate: The only thing I would change would 
be for me to have had more appreciation  
for each year as it passed by, as now that I 
have just left, I realise how quickly this time 
has disappeared.
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Since leaving the Academy  

Lord Carloway PC (Colin Sutherland)  

(EA 1967–71) and Anneliese Day QC 

(EA 1988–90) have both become  

highly respected and hugely  

influential lawyers in their fields.  

So how did they get there?

Lord Carloway PC 
“I started at the Academy at the age of 13, 
travelling in from Larbert. A group of us used 
to meet up, along with others who travelled 
from the west or from Fife, before school. We 
were excused from assembly and gathered 
in a café instead. A fond memory and lasting 
link with the Academy is with those whose 
primary interest was playing music of the non-
classical variety. I was part of a band, playing 
bass to my late brother Calum’s (EA 1965–71) 
lead, Bill Brydon’s (EA 1960–71) rhythm and 
the late Kenny Ralston’s (EA 1960–72) drums. 
Such memories and bonds of friendship 
have stayed with me to this day. I still play in a 
band, today composed of judges and sheriffs. 
The songs remain the same. 

My misplaced anxiety to go out into the world 
would see me leave the School having just 
turned 17. My father was a solicitor in Falkirk 
and I had an uncle at the Bar, so the obvious, 
if uninspired, choice was to follow them. I had 
a conditional acceptance for Law at Edinburgh 
University and it was to there I went. 

I started at the Bar in July 1977, when I was 
23. It was a different world from the Faculty 
of Advocates today. The staple work was 
divorce; then the exclusive province of the 
Court of Session. That, interspersed with 
a bit of personal injury work and the odd 
criminal trial, kept the wolf well away from 
the door. In 1983 I became an Advocate 
Depute, prosecuting crime in the High  
Court. I came out of the Crown Office in 
1989, by which time I had married my wife, 
Jane. I returned primarily to civil practice, 
becoming a QC in 1990; the same year as 
our son Alexander (EA 1995–2008) was born. 
I was elected Treasurer of the Faculty in 
1994, by which time our second son, Calum 
(EA 1996–2009) had arrived. I remained 
Treasurer until I became a judge in 2000.  
It was time to move on.

As a judge, I enjoyed travelling to, and staying 
in, the towns where the High Court sat.  
I continued to do this after I was appointed 

to the appellate courts in 2008, before 
becoming Lord Justice Clerk (the second 
senior judge) in 2012. By the time I had been 
appointed Lord Justice Clerk, I had carried 
out an extensive, but not comprehensive, 
review of the police custody regime and 
some aspects of the law of evidence, 
known as the Carloway Review. Almost 
all the recommendations became law in 
the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2016. 
“Detention”, as a concept distinct from 
arrest, was abolished and a new custody 
regime was introduced which provided 
protections for accused persons in the form 
of their rights to see a lawyer, a maximum 
period for questioning, and some significant 
changes to the law of evidence. The one 
that got away was my recommendation to 
abolish the archaic, and unique, requirement 
for corroboration. It had been abolished in 
civil cases in 1988. I hope that one day it will 
disappear from our jurisprudence. 
I have been Lord President of the Court of 

Session and Lord Justice General of Scotland 
since December 2015. In these positions, 
my goal has been to stabilise the civil and 
criminal systems in terms of efficiency and 
predictability. There remains much to do 
in terms of procedural reform; but reform 
is not easy to achieve. The pandemic has 
forced us to change many practices, and we 
must retain the best of these. Within weeks 
of lockdown, we had moved almost all civil 
business into the virtual world. With some 
exceptions, court hearings are held online 
with the judges and legal representatives 
linking in from their own homes or 
offices. The savings of time, travel and the 
environment are substantial, but many in the 
legal profession would prefer to return to 
the way we were, especially where testimony 
is to be heard. Serious criminal cases are 
taking place with the juries sitting in remote 
cinema locations. The experience of jurors 
appears to have been positive. Once again, 
many wish to go back to in-court juries.”

Take 
ACADEMICALS 
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Anneliese Day QC 
“I had a brilliant two years at the Academy. 
There were only around ten girls in my year, 
but the Academy provided us with a unique 
place to create lasting connections and many 
of us have stayed in touch during our adult 
years. Academically I was challenged, but 
it was more than just the curriculum that 

the US, and following my Masters, I spent 
some time exploring Peru. Returning from 
Peru to London, I attended Bar School, 
and have since made London my home. 
As a barrister I now specialise in a range 
of practice areas including commercial 
litigation, international arbitration, energy, 
construction, and I also sit as an Arbitrator. 
In 2012 I was fortunate to become a QC  
aged 38, while also 38 weeks pregnant. 
I realise I have been extremely lucky in all the 
educational environments I have been a part 

On a lighter note…where is your 
favourite place in the world?

 

 

Lord Carloway PC: “My favourite place 
in the world is the village of Carloway 

on the west coast of Lewis, from 
where I took my judicial title. When I 
was appointed as a judge, there was 

already (and still is) a Lord Sutherland 
(EA 1941-48) on the bench so a 

different name had to be chosen.  
Our home in Carloway continues  
to be a place for rest, recreation  

and reflection.”

 

Anneliese Day QC: “I think probably 
the Maldives with my children because 
it is just away from everything else and 
is an absolute paradise. It allows me to 
just be there with them uninterrupted 

by emails or calls, and appreciating 
each moment.”

of; acknowledging that I can speak my mind 
and shape and share my own opinions. This 
is partly why I am where I am today in my 
career. However, I am very aware this is not 
the case for everyone (especially women), 
and something I became more aware 
of when applying for silk. I was inspired 
to apply when I attended a talk by Lord 
Carlile of Berriew, then in charge of the QC 
appointment panel, who said ‘as a general 
rule, men overestimate their ability and 
women underestimate theirs’. Consequently, 
I have taken on a mentor role for women 
who wish to apply for silk, to help encourage 
their professional growth and build their 
confidence. Only around 15% of silks are 
women. I feel very passionately that we 
should be more diverse, and I hope to help 
support a change in this by the time I retire. 

In any career it is never a smooth journey. 
Looking back, I remember being the most 
terrified before my first case. It wasn’t the 

case itself – it was the unnecessary things 
such as worrying whether I could make it to 
the toilet before my case was called on! As a 
junior, you have quite a lot of responsibility 
but little experience. I now have to deal with 
some very challenging cases but experience 
has given me the confidence to know that 
everything will be okay in the end (even 
if it does not seem that way at the time). 
Becoming silk at a young age was also a 
daunting period. I was used to being top of 
the junior cohort, and then had to work my 
way up the ladder again. 

My work has provided me with many 
opportunities and I have been fortunate 
to receive many accolades, including being 
named International Arbitration Silk of the 
Year in 2020, Barrister of the Year in 2014, 
and being selected by Debrett’s as one of 
the most 500 influential people in the UK in 
2015. However, my children are my greatest 
accomplishment. I’m extremely proud to 
be a mum and I hope to inspire them both. 
Inspiring the next generation sounds a bit 
trite, but I just think it’s so important.”

shaped my time at the School - it was the 
social element, along with the drama and 
musical productions, that prepared me well 
for my next adventures.
 
I left the Academy when I was 17, and 
travelled to Paris to work as an au pair. 
Following this year away, I embarked on 
a law degree at Clare College, Cambridge 
University, where I had an absolute ball! In 
my final year at Cambridge, I saw advertised 
the Kennedy Scholarship for Harvard 
University, and without thinking too much 
about it, I applied. Following an interview 
with a panel of around twelve individuals, 
one of which was Baroness Warnock, I 
was offered the scholarship and a place at 
Harvard. Unlike Cambridge where I only read 
Law, at Harvard I was given the chance to 
study an almost unlimited array of subjects, 
from Spanish to Anthropology, with a little 
American Constitutional Law. The move to 
Harvard allowed time to travel throughout 
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R obert Jamieson Mackenzie was 
appointed Rector of the Academy 
in 1888. “With surprisingly little 

difficulty Mr Mackenzie induced [the Board 
of Directors] to embark upon projects 
and incur financial responsibilities the 
mere contemplation of which but a few 
years before would have seemed an act 
of insanity”. These words appear in the 
Introduction to The Edinburgh Academy 
Register 1824–1914.

It is fair to state that, with the cooperation 
of far-sighted Directors and a supportive 
staff, by the time Rector Mackenzie resigned 
in 1901 owing to a breakdown in health, he 
had transformed the Academy and made the 
School fit for purpose in the new century. 
His achievements could not have succeeded 
without the confidence and backing of the 
Secretary to the Directors, James Avon Clyde 
(EA 1873–80) who in the early years of the 
20th century rose to become Lord Justice 

General of Scotland and Lord President of 
the Court of Session.

Robert Mackenzie, known to his friends as 
Bob, inherited the rectorship of a school in 
need of reform. His predecessor, Thomas 
Harvey, formerly a teacher at the Academy 
from 1847–56 and then Headmaster of 
Merchiston Castle School, returned as 
Rector in 1869 just a year before a crisis 
descended which could have resulted in 
the School succumbing to ‘market forces’. 
In 1870 a new competitor George Watson’s 
College converted from a ‘Hospital’ into a 
major day school. Also, during the 1870s 
fears arose that the newly established Fettes 
College might be compelled to admit large 
numbers of day boys, thus depriving the 
Academy of new entrants. Fortunately, the 
Fettes authorities were fiercely opposed to 
such a scheme and their opinion was later 
supported by Commissioners, who under the 
provisions of the Educational Endowments 
(Scotland) Act of 1882, turned down the 

proposal to revolutionise the plan for the 
administration of munificent endowment.
Rector Harvey’s strength lay in teaching 
but by the end of his tenure the necessity 
of employing an insightful, energetic 
Rector who could also manage was all too 
evident – morale of the School was low, it 
was in serious debt, and both discipline and 
efficiency needed attention. ‘Cometh the 
hour, cometh the man’ – Rector Mackenzie 
was the ideal choice to reform the School. As 
a former pupil of Loretto, where he became 
Head Boy, he was greatly influenced by the 
outstanding Headmaster Dr H H Almond. 
After being Senior Scholar at Keble College, 
Oxford, Robert Mackenzie taught at Clifton 
College for seven years.

In his book The Clacken and the Slate, Magnus 
Magnusson (EA 1935–48) hails Rector 
Mackenzie’s achievements as ‘staggering’. It 
is difficult to disagree with this assessment. 
The accompanying timeline displays some of 
his wide-ranging changes and improvements. 

THE ARCHIVE

Andrew McMillan (EA 1960–70; Hon. Archivist 2010–present), has written his third ‘News from the Archive’ piece, 

as part of his five part series which explores the rich Academy history leading up to our bicentenary in 2024. After 

articles on the Academical Club and sport, Andrew now highlights the impact of Robert Mackenzie’s rectorship in 

shaping the School.  

THE JOURNEY FROM 1824 TO 2024 
PART 3 ǀ RECTOR MACKENZIE’S REFORMS:  

THE ACADEMY FIT FOR THE 20TH CENTURY

News from

3

1

2
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Further Reading
Magusson, Magnus. 1974. The Clacken and 
the Slate – The Story of The Edinburgh Academy 
1824-1974 (William Collins: London). Especially 
Chapter XIII.
Standley, David. 2012. Academy Lore – The 
Story and Traditions of The Edinburgh Academy 
(The Edinburgh Academy: Edinburgh).

/1  New Field with the Pavilion and Boarding 
Houses c.1928

/2 Rector Mackenzie with Prep School in 1890
/3 Robert Jamieson Mackenzie

1888 
Successfully launched the Preparatory 
School during his first year as Rector.

1889/90 
Introduced a system of school prefects, 
and called them by the Greek name, 
Ephors. 

Insisted on an official school head-dress – 
‘either a Glengarry Bonnet or a Straw Hat 
with the Academy ribbon’ (a School cap  
was introduced in 1901/2).

1890/91 
Established an Upper Seventh, and started 
a programme of building new classrooms 
and expanding the number of staff.

Built a Science laboratory and made 
Science compulsory.

Built a Gymnasium and started gymnastic 
displays.

1891/92 
Started a School Choir, and made sports  
a compulsory part of the curriculum.

1892/93 
Launched The Edinburgh Academy Chronicle. 

1893/94  
Started a School Orchestra.

1894/95 
Established regular productions  
of Greek plays in Greek, including 
Sophocles’ Antigone.

Bought a new school playing-field, New 
Field. The ground was purchased in 
1894/95 and opened in 1896/97.

1896 
Composed the music for the school song, 
Floreat Academia; the words were written  
by Henry ‘Mummy’ Johnstone (EA Staff 
1888–1908, 1914–17).

1898/99 
Started the school Boarding Houses.

1899/1900 
Revived the School Library, with the new 
building donated by George Crabbie (EA 
1860–64) in use during 1899/1900.

1900/1904 
Started regular Academical Reunions 
involving the School, fostered enthusiasm 
and loyalty amongst Academicals, helped 
revive the Academical Club (reconstituted 
in 1900), and urged the establishment of 
an Endowment Fund which was eventually 
started in 1904.

Whole essays could be written on each of 
these achievements, so for this article we 
shall touch on just a few. 

The Preparatory School 
The Preparatory School, first mooted by 
Rector Harvey, opened in 1888 with 61 boys. 
This notable achievement also heralded the 
introduction of the first women teachers 
at the Academy, Miss Isabella Wood, Miss 
Lindsay Hardie and Miss Jesse F Clark. Miss 
Wood became Senior Mistress in 1893 and 
remained at the Prep School for 32 years.

The importance of science
With the introduction of compulsory Science, 
it was not long before the EA Scientific 
Society was started in 1895–96, encouraged 
by one of Mackenzie’s renowned recruits J 
Tudor Cundall FCS FIC (EA Staff 1890–1913). 
There is no question of the benefit of 
compulsory Science to future generations, 
although it must be acknowledged that, 
thanks to their inspiring teachers, some 
pupils of earlier decades were destined 
to become some of the Academy’s most 
famous scientists. These include James Clerk 
Maxwell (EA 1841–47), one of Archibald 
Carmichael’s (EA Staff 1824–47) last class, 
and the distinguished members of the 
Eureka Club founded in 1876 by the boys. 
The latter included four members of Dr 
James Clyde’s (EA Staff 1861–78) class, 
who were destined to become Fellows of 
the Royal Society: marine zoologist and 
oceanographer William A Herdman (EA 
1870–75); physician Diarmid Nöel Paton 
(EA 1872–77); physiologist John S Haldane 
(EA 1870–76); and polymath and naturalist 
D’Arcy Wentworth Thomson (EA 1870–77).  

Boarding Houses 
Prior to Mackenzie’s time, boarding at 
the Academy was undertaken courtesy 
of the Rector and some of his staff who 
lived nearby the School, for example in 
Buckingham Terrace, Great King Street, and 
Warriston Crescent. The increasing demand 
for places at the School for pupils living 
elsewhere in the UK and from those whose 
parents lived and worked abroad, allowed 
Rector Mackenzie to make a cogent case for 
building bespoke boarding houses. Scott 
House and Jeffrey House, constructed off 
Kinnear Road, just to the north of New Field, 
were opened in 1899. Mackenzie House, 
named in his honour, was opened later, in 
May 1910 two years before he died, and 
Dundas House was purchased in 1922.

Mackenzie’s sporting success  
Sport under Mackenzie’s rectorship was 
transformed. Famously, he wrote: ‘If I 
were asked, what is the most dangerous 
occupation for a boy’s hours of leisure, I 
should at once name loafing.’ The benefits 
of compulsory sport took time to develop. 

Under his watch, the XV and XI began to hold 
their own against the formidable Boarding 
School teams such as Fettes, Loretto and 
Merchiston, although the record against 
these three schools during the 1890s was 
still not great (Football P47, W13, D10, L23; 
Cricket P30, W4, D5, L21). This modest 
sporting improvement can also be attributed 
to Mackenzie’s introduction of the Upper 
Seventh in 1890/91, and the encouragement 
of pupils to stay for their last years. The 
rewards of adopting compulsory sports 
followed in the early years of the 20th 
century when the Academy went undefeated 
against other schools at Cricket in 1900 (G 
L D Hole’s (EA 1889–1900) XI), and became 
School Football Champions in 1906/07 and 
1910/11, and joint champions in 1912/13.

Tightening of the rules 
Rector Mackenzie’s determination to instil 
a new-found discipline is well illustrated 
by his correspondence (preserved in the 
Archives) with the father of Francis Campbell 
Boileau Cadell (EA 1890–98). Francis was 
later to become the famous Colourist. Boys 
were expected to return to School after the 
holidays on the prescribed day and at the 
prescribed hour, or the Rector would want 
know the reason why. Cadell’s parents were 
serial offenders, frequently taking the young 
boy off to Paris, undoubtedly beneficial for 
his chosen vocation, but resulting in many 
missed days at school. Suffice to say, Francis 
was obliged to leave school at the age of 15.

Mackenzie’s legacies today 
Lasting tangible memorials to Bob Mackenzie 
are plentiful. The Mackenzie of Seaforth 
tartan was chosen in his honour for the OTC 
(now CCF) when it formed in the autumn of 
1908. Today’s Pipe Band wear it with pride. 
In 1913, two years after Mackenzie’s death, 
the Academy installed the ‘Mackenzie organ’, 
a reminder of his immense and tireless work 
for the School to every generation who has 
since sat in William Burn’s beautiful oval hall. 
On the lowest panel the Homeric motto from 
the Sixth book of the Iliad was engraved – 
AIEN APIƩTEYEIN – ‘Always strive to excel.’ He 
would have approved.
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Academical John D O 
Fulton (EA 1960–1972) is a 
lawyer and author. He was 
captain of an undefeated 
Cricket 1st XI in 1972, 
something only achieved 
three times in the School’s 
197–year history. In January, 
2021, on the day after the 
inauguration of Joe Biden 
as President of the USA, 
John presented his book, 
66 -The House that Viewed 
the World, in a Zoom talk to 
the White House Historical 
Association in Washington 
and to viewers in nine other 
countries worldwide. The 
audience learnt of how 
mason, John Williamson, 
after completing the 
building of 66 Queen Street, 
Edinburgh, became overseer 
of the construction of the 
White House in the newly 
independent United States 
of America.

66 The House  
that Viewed  
the World 
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n the 18th and early 19th centuries, 
Scotland was experiencing a 
cultural movement, defined by the 
Scottish Enlightenment, the roots 

of which can be found in the rigours of the 
Presbyterian Reformation under the zealous 
eye of John Knox. Despite appearances, 
its fundamentalism was underpinned by 
egalitarian principles in which each person 
had direct access to God. As such, education 
was necessary for all to be able to read 
the Bible. Following a favourably termed 
Act of Union in 1707, the level of literacy 
had allowed Scotland by 1762 to become 
a ‘hotbed of genius’, according to Voltaire. 
Enlightenment values of debate and reason 
allowed the sciences, philosophy, the arts 
and literature to flourish. In the peace 
following the defeat of the 1745 Rebellion, 
a forward-looking Edinburgh in 1767 began 
to develop the Enlightenment’s greatest 
tangible achievement - its New Town, in 
which 66 Queen Street sits with a view over 
to the Kingdom of Fife.

These winds of change created dysfunction 
within a Scotland in need of a common 
identity. This was addressed by the 
extraordinary visit of George IV to Edinburgh 
in 1822. For the King’s stay, the Lord Provost 
of the City of Glasgow and his merchants 
rented 66 Queen Street. The ‘King’s jaunt’, 
the first by a Monarch for 170 years, 
helped to cement the bricks of the Union 
choreographed by one of the Academy’s 
founders, the astute Sir Walter Scott, a willing 
Monarch and a receptive Scottish public. 
Drama and colour ensued along with the 
birth of the Romantic Highlander, an icon of 
our nationhood still with us today.

Some years before in 1792, the first resident 
of 66 Queen Street took ownership, Lt 
General Sir Ralph Abercromby, who was an 
obscure semi-retired soldier in his fifties. Yet 
only nine years later, he would die leading 
the British Expeditionary Forces to victory 
at the Battle of Aboukir Bay in Egypt over 
Napoleon’s Army. Abercromby became a 
national hero to a grateful nation. At the 
insistence of George III, a monument, which 
remains the largest, was erected in his 
honour in St Paul’s Cathedral, London.

One of 66 Queen Street’s earliest stories 
explores the life of Academical, The 
Honourable Francis (Frank) Charteris (EA 
1827–1832), later 10th Earl of Wemyss, who 
owned 64 Queen Street. Frank lived a long 
and highly eventful life spanning from just 
after the Battle of Waterloo to the opening 
weeks of the First World War during which he 
sat in both Houses of Parliament for a record 
seventy two years. Amongst many lifetime 
achievements, Frank played a leading role 
in what became the Territorial Army; he was 
the driving force behind the 1858 Act which 

set up the General Medical Council; and was 
the founding member and first President of 
Royal Wimbledon Golf Club. 

Frank’s story at 64 Queen Street tells of his 
family’s part in the failed Jacobite Rebellion 
of 1745; of his memories of the murderous 
Burke and Hare; of a revelatory meeting 
with his uncle, Lord Lucan, shortly before 
his court martial for issuing the order to 
Lord Cardigan at Balaclava in 1854 to lead 
his Light Brigade into the Valley of Death; 
and of his friendship with the surgeon, 
James Young Simpson. Simpson attended 
no. 64 for the birth of both his children and 
those of his sister, the Countess of Warwick. 
Simpson’s use of chloroform for the later 
of these births, in place of ether, marked 
some of the first occasions he used the 
gas outside of surgery conditions after his 
discovery of its anaesthetic properties in 
1847. How Simpson achieved the discovery 
is a testament to his brilliance, vision and 
courage, and to the opportunities created 
from the Enlightenment period.

In 1856, Scotland’s leading law firm, Tods 
Murray & Jamieson WS, led by Thomas 
G Murray (EA 1822–1831), arrived at 66 
Queen Street, from where they advised 
stellar clients. As Scotland’s wealth grew 
in sophistication and size, and the country 
emerged to be one of the leading economies 
in the world, the partners worked closely 
with other professions such as accountants, 
actuaries and bankers. The firm’s wealth 
of knowledge and experience allowed one 
of the partners, James Auldjo Jamieson, to 
save his client, a profligate Duke of Hamilton, 
from the ruinous clutches of Henry Padwick; 
and to play an important role in securing 
the annulment of the marriage between his 
client, Princess Mary of Monaco and her 
husband Prince Albert.

1878 saw the City of Glasgow Bank Trial 
which is best explained by comparing its 
financial devastation to that of the 2007 
Financial Crisis. Jamieson, who, as Crown 
Agent, was the principal legal adviser in 
the prosecution to the Lord Advocate. He 
proved a central witness to the drama which 
played out in the High Court. Only a year 
later, Jamieson in the same role, prepared 
the case for the prosecution in the trial of 

Eugene Chantrelle, who murdered his wife at 
81a George Street, Edinburgh. Intriguingly, 
Robert Louis Stevenson (EA 1861–1863) 
was another who attended the court every 
day, in what proved to be one of the most 
infamous trials of the century. The reason? 
Stevenson knew Chantrelle personally and 
was intrigued by the man’s dual personality; 
a theme which he developed in his later 
narrative of The Strange Case of Dr Jeckyll and 
Mr Hyde.

The office of Tods Murray & Jamieson WS 
was also involved in a rather secretive 
case in the 1960s regarding a challenge 
to the birth re-registration of Sir Ewan 
Forbes. Registered at birth as Elizabeth 
Forbes-Sempill, Forbes had a troubled 
but fascinating childhood. He practised 
as a doctor in Aberdeen, where he legally 
changed his name and gender through the 
formality of obtaining a warrant for birth 
re-registration. Following his elder brother’s 
death, his succession as a male heir to a 
baronetcy was challenged by his cousin who 
strongly believed the re-registration was 
invalid. Such a claim led to a summary trial 
which uniquely convened within the offices 
of 66 Queen Street before Academical, Lord 
( Jack) Hunter (EA 1921–1926) who decided in 
favour of Sir Ewan. A man of great courage, 
Sir Ewan, emerges triumphant, despite all 
the tests that he had to face. 

These are but some of the amazing stories 
in a book which comes full circle with the 
establishment of the Scottish Parliament 
in 1999 and the financial crash of 2007. 
It considers whether the values of the 
Enlightenment remain relevant today; values 
which recognise the need to approach 
problems and challenges with reason and 
an open mind, free of emotion and dogma. 
Whatever the answer, it is clear that many of 
the people associated with 66 Queen Street 
left the world a better place than they found 
it by embracing Enlightenment values.

“FOR THE KING’S STAY, 
THE LORD PROVOST OF 
THE CITY OF GLASGOW 

AND HIS MERCHANTS 
RENTED 66 QUEEN 

STREET.”

Author John Fulton (EA 1960–72)
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UK
Argyll & Bute David Bowen (EA 1953–64)   
dwkbowen@outlook.com

Birmingham Robert Scott (EA 1969–82) 

Birmingham Lachlan Stewart (EA 2008–15) 

Yorkshire Struan Gunn (EA 1972–85)    
struan@srgproperty.co.uk

London Colin Cunningham (EA 1954–61) 

London James Munro (EA 1997–2010)    
jdmunro01@gmail.com

London Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76)    
charles@charlesruncie.co.uk

GLOBAL  
ACADEMICALS
THE ACADEMICAL COMMUNITY IS A GLOBAL ONE AND WE CURRENTLY 

HAVE 26 ACADEMICAL REPRESENTATIVES ACROSS THE WORLD. 

WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU’LL NEVER BE FAR FROM YOUR EA FAMILY! 

NORTH AMERICA & CANADA
Los Angeles Mohammed Abed (EA 1989–92) 

Boston Fraser Gillies (EA 1999–2010) 

San Francisco Alastair Dorward (EA 1973–86)   
alastairmdorward@gmail.com

New York Grace O’Dwyer (EA 2003–05) 

Ottawa Peter Sloan (EA 1946–59)    
peter_d_sloan@hotmail.com

Please contact the Edinburgh Academy  

Development & Alumni Relations Office 

+44 (0) 131 624 4958  l  accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk 

Why not become a Global Academical Representative in your part  
of the world, providing a welcome connection for Accies on the move?

WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE YOU?

Are you interested?
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EUROPE
FRANCE Xavier Dennery (EA 1979–80) 
xdennery@wanadoo.fr

ITALY Colin Jamieson (EA 1967–80)

ITALY Tom Ogilvie-Graham (EA 1969–77) 
tog@osborneandpartners.com

NETHERLANDS Richard van ‘t Zelfde (EA 1983–85) 
Richard@caland.nl

PORTUGAL Iain Smith (EA 1948–61) 
iainbsmith@outlook.pt

UKRAINE John Harris (EA 1953–57)  
joneek007@yahoo.com

ASIA
BANGKOK David Alexander (EA 1971–84) 
davidalexander1966@gmail.com 

DUBAI Rodger Dickson (EA 1972–79) 
rodgerdickson@gmail.com

SINGAPORE Elizabeth Love (née Burnett) (EA 1996–98)

SOUTH EAST ASIA Stephen Kreppel (EA 1951–64)  
s.kreppel@gmail.com

AUSTRALIA
Melbourne Ben Apted (EA 1987)  

ben.apted@spp.com.au

Melbourne Nicola Macbeth (EA 2008–10)  
nicolamacbeth@hotmail.co.uk

AFRICA
Eswatini (Swaziland) David Gooday  

(EA 1941–44) 
davidmalcolmgooday@gmail.com

NEW ZEALAND
Murray Thomson (EA 1975–81)  

murraythomsonnz@gmail.com
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Cricket 
2021 signifies the end of an era – after seven 
seasons, 120 matches, and the longest 
tenure of captaincy in Academicals modern 
history, Captain Andrew Cosh (EA 1994–2003) 
passes on the baton to former Academy 1st 
XI Captain Max Banks (EA 2002–07).

ACADEMICALS 1ST XI  
The season got off to a flyer, defeating 
Stewart’s Melville in the Premiership Super 
8’s. A superb 147 run partnership between 
Max and Omais Altaf, ensured a solid win 
by 5 wickets. Beginning our Championship 
campaign, Max scored a match-winning 
67* against Kelso, and Jack Mackinnon 
(EA 2000–13), took a brilliant 3 for 19. 
One of the biggest wins of the season 
came against Grange. Max top-scoring 
with 69 and sensational bowling by Soyeb 
Khanusiya, 4 for 22, and Zabi Hamedee, 3 
for 29, saw a resilient team performance 
to defend 146. Another highlight was 
defeating Clackmannan, instigated by a 
quick-fire 44 from Praba Kuppusamy and an 
incredible last wicket partnership of 82 runs 
between Zabi and Safi took Academicals 
to 240. Outstanding bowling from Safi and 
Soyeb, guided Academicals to a 131-run 
victory. A strong win against Edinburgh CC 
saw Andrew, 54, and Omais, 32, set the 
foundation as Academicals reached 187. A 
good initial response by Edinburgh CC was 
thwarted by solid bowling from Max, 3 for 
13, and Jack Mackinnon, 2 for 7, and excellent 
wicket keeping by Andrew taking three top-
order stumpings.

Overall, a solid season with a mid-table 
finish in the Championship. Max Banks 
excelled as one of the Championship’s 
highest run-scorers, 325 with an average of 
40.63, and Soyeb as a leading wicket-taker 
with 24. Academicals have an excellent core 
team, but catches really do win matches so 
improvements are required to strengthen 
the fielding at the top level.

A round up of the 2020/21 sporting year from our 
Academical Cricket, Netball, Curling, Football and Golf Clubs.  

ACADEMICALS 2ND XI  
Congratulations to Academicals 2nd XI who 
finished third in Division 2. Captain Yogesh 
Khanchi was the second highest run-scorer 
in Division 2, 573 runs with an average of 
57.30. Tamal Banerjee and Imtiaz Khan also 
featured highly, scoring 511 and 507 runs, 
respectively. Himanshu Tatla was the top 
bowler with 15 wickets and best figures of 5 
for 16. 

NEW MEMBERS AND A 
CAPTAIN TO REMEMBER  
We welcomed back a few Academicals this 
season, including Jack Mackinnon and Calum 
Huntington (EA 2008–13). Jack showcased 
great potential as a swing bowler and Calum 
proved to be a hard-hitting batsman and 
a phenomenal fielder. As we look to build 
strong links with the School, we warmly 
encourage any new talent to get involved 
next season.

A few words need to be said about Andrew 
Cosh’s tenure as Club Captain. When 
taking over the captaincy in 2015 the Club’s 
fortunes were at a low ebb. His efforts on 
and off the field has seen a real rejuvenation 
in the Club. An opening batsman, he scored a 
century on his debut as Captain and is one of 
the Academical’s leading all-time run-scorers, 
4171 runs with an average of 31.45, and has 
won the league’s highest run-scorer award 
three times. Cosh is the only batsman to win 
the Division 1 and Championship awards in 
successive years, and holds the record for 
the highest opening partnership for the Club, 
and Championship, (alongside Max) of 258 
against Freuchie in 2018. A wicket-keeper 
like his grandfather, Major S.H. Cosh MBE (EA 
1930–38), Cosh held 118 catches and was the 
league’s leading catcher in 2015, 2017 and 
2018. He plays for the Marylebone Cricket 
Club, and will captain the fixture against the 
School, taking over from Stuart Moffat (EA 
1982–95) and also takes on the role of Vice-

President of EACC (so he is not escaping just 
yet!). Andrew has certainly elevated the Club 
into a far stronger position than he found it 
and I am extremely grateful for all his hard 
work and support.

As ever, the track and facilities at New Field 
were excellent and the Club is grateful for 
the School’s continued support. The Club 
is now on a trajectory towards a return to 
Raeburn Place that is very much in sight. A 
combination of this and a desire to restore 
a junior section supported by professional 
coaching staff will certainly lift the Club’s 
status and ensure a bright future. 

Charles Robertson (EA 1972–85)   
President
 
For further information, please visit 
www.edinburghacciescricket.com

SPORTS CLUBS
EDINBURGH ACADEMICAL  
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Curling 
The 2020/21 season was associated with 
some apprehension as it was accompanied 
with rising COVID-19 cases in Scotland. 
New rules were put in place to decrease 
the risk of viral spread with extra hygiene 
and social distancing measures. This meant 
that only one person was allowed to sweep 
the ice at any time and no opposition skip 
was allowed in the ‘head’ when stones were 
being played. Curlers were not required to 
wear masks on the ice.

There was one league match in early 
October. Rink 2 (Euan Macfie (EA 1950–58) 
(Skip), Sandy Ramsay (EA 1965–75), Sandy 
Young (EA 1942–54), and Craig Fulton) 
ran out winners over Rink 1 ( John Lang 
(EA 1958–66) (Skip), Brian Robertson 
(EA 1964–73), Nigel Malcolm-Smith (EA 
1942–54) and Bill Menzies (EA 1957–71)) in 
a closely contested match (8 shots to 7).

The first FP match against Watsonians 
went ahead as planned with a narrow loss 
for the Academicals. The Academical rink 
of John Lang (Skip), Dick Scott (EA 1947–56), 
Sandy Young and Nigel Malcolm-Smith, had 
the hammer in the last end, trailing by 1 
shot, but were unable to win the last end.

Following these two matches, all curling 
was cancelled due to lockdown. Recent 
lifting of restrictions will allow curling to 
resume in September 2021 albeit with 
social distancing and continuing measures 
to reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection.

We are an ‘open’ club and are keen to 
recruit new members, so if anyone is 
interested, please contact John Lang, 
Secretary.

John Lang (EA 1958–66)  
Secretary

For further information, please contact  
johnlang445@btinternet.com 

Football 
As you will be aware over the last 12 months 
the news on the Accies rugby front, as with 
all non-professional clubs, is pretty thin! 
The COVID-19 pandemic meant no rugby 
for the Club, for the whole season – the first 
time since the Second World War - though 
at times throughout the year we were 
allowed to do some training, under whatever 
restrictions were current. Not surprisingly, 
a good number of youngsters and senior 
players took the opportunity to partake in 
some exercise and get out with their friends 
whenever possible.

Although there was no club rugby, 
professional rugby was able to continue and 
a number of former Accies’ players achieved 
notable honours over the year.  
•   Mike Blair (EA 1986–99), was appointed 

Scotland Interim Head Coach for the 
summer internationals and a month later 
was announced as the new Head Coach for 
Edinburgh Rugby. 

•   Harry Paterson (EA 2006) made his debut 
for Edinburgh and both Jamie Farndale (EA 
1997–2011) and Sam Pecqueur came very 
close to selection for the GB Olympic 7s 
squad, but unfortunately both missed out. 

•   Hamish Watson was selected for the 
British & Irish Lions squad to travel to 
South Africa. Hamish becomes the 14th 
Accie to become a British & Irish Lion, 
joining some of the great Club members, 
such as; Bill Maclagan (EA 1869–76), Stan 
Coughtrie (EA 1944–53), Rodger Arneil (EA 
1957–62), David Sole, Scott Murray, Rob 
Wainwright and Mike Blair (EA 1986–99). 

27 March 2021 brought the 150th 
anniversary of the first international played 
under rugby rules, which of course was 
played at Raeburn Place. In front of a crowd 
of 4,000, nine former Academy pupils took to 
the field, including six who were still playing 
for EAFC. Academicals who played for 
Scotland XX were Francis Moncreiff (Captain) 
(EA 1860–67), Thomas Marshall (EA 1860–67), 
James Finlay (EA 1862–69), Robert (Bulldog) 

Irvine (EA 1866–69), William Lyall (EA 1857–61), 
James Mein (EA 1864–70), George Ritchie 
(EA 1858–61) and Alexander Robertson (EA 
1863–65) - and Benjamin Burns (EA 1862–64) 
for the England XX. Scotland won by a try and 
a goal, to a try. We had plans to celebrate this 
occasion, though as with other activities they 
were abandoned. However, the Raeburn Place 
Foundation is producing a documentary, The 
Great Game, which will tell the story of that 
first international.

As we moved into June 2021 we returned to 
‘near normal’ training, and in August we were 
preparing for three pre-season games and 
a start to the Premiership League in the first 
weekend of September. The development 
at Raeburn Place has progressed since the 
building was handed over to the Raeburn 
Place Foundation in August 2020, though 
the impacts from the delay in handover 
and the pandemic have been significant. 
Consequently, the Club and the Foundation 
decided to make changes to the plans to 
improve the financial resilience – this has led 
to the new club space being on the upper 
floor of the development. 

The club space will be our Clubhouse and 
a Café and Bar - with each element of 
key importance to our progressive Club 
business model and our ability to deliver the 
sustainable financial security we require. 
That said, it’s a bit of a mouthful so the 
official name of our Clubhouse, Café and 
Bar will be The Place. This opened to Club 
members and the public during the second 
week of August. It offers magnificent views, 
a bright spacious interior, plus a warm 
welcome every day from 9am. Why not pop 
along to The Place, try it for yourself and even 
watch a game of rugby - you will be very,  
very welcome.

John Wright  
Honorary Secretary
 
For further information, please visit  
www.edinburghaccies.com
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Golf 
Yet again it has been a strange year for 
sport but unlike most, golf has flourished 
during the pandemic. Whilst competitive 
matches have been few and far between, the 
attraction of open spaces and fresh air has 
seen many new people flock to the sport. 
The abundance of good golf courses around 
the country for walking has shone a spotlight 
on golf as a sport for many more people and 
has since seen a rise in club memberships. 
So, if you are an Academical and looking for 
a great golf club to be involved with, please 
consider us.

We are keen to encourage players of all 
ages to join and participate in the good 
camaraderie and experience the wide range 
of top-quality courses we get access to 
through individual medals, team matches, or 
major competitions. Also, our annual dinner 
in November is always first class and attracts 
a good mix of members and guests.

My captaincy began in January and runs 
for two years. I am looking to diversify 
and extend the reach of the Club to a 
wider audience and I hope to continue the 
excellent work of my predecessors, most 
recently Michael MacPhee (EA 1969–82). 

Netball  
As with many sporting communities across 
the world, we were incredibly disappointed 
to miss out on our 2020/21 season. With 
many minorities suffering disproportionately 
through the pandemic, early concerns were 
raised in the wider netball community around 
the potential for the female-dominated sport 
to be affected disproportionately. However, 
Sky Sports took an early decision in 2020 to 
stream the Vitality Netball Superleague on 
their YouTube channel, making the professional 
domestic competition more accessible to 
netball fans. Furthermore, following the 
announcement that Brisbane will be hosting 
the 2032 Olympic Games, World Netball and 
Netball Australia have already declared their 
intent to include netball at the 2032 Games. 
Steps like these have an unmeasurable impact 
on the sport, and this exposure can only be 
good news for clubs like Accies, including our 
youth programme, ACE. 

New Members  
We are delighted to welcome new members  
to the club for the upcoming season:
•  Elizabeth Austin (ACE programme)
•  Rebecca Innes (ACE programme)
•  Alice Insull (Edinburgh University Netball Club)
•  Emma Latto (ACE programme)
•  Rachel Mann (Capital Nuns)
•  Ellen Maslen (ACE programme)
•  Jo Pettitt (former Scottish Thistles)

It is great to see both experienced players join 
the senior club as well as emerging talent from 
ACE, which bodes well for the club’s future.

2021/22 Season  
The return to court in July proved rewarding, 
as we entered two teams into the Edinburgh 
City 7s, who launched a netball competition for 
the first time. Our two squads made it through 
their pools and semi-finals to meet in the 
elite competition final, taking home the Club’s 
first silverware of the season. We anticipate 
that other competitions, including the return 
of the Sixes Netball League and the Scottish 
Cup, will be re-established this season and we 
look forward to defending our titles in both 
cases. As we look ahead, there is still some 

Whilst not much happened on the course  
in his tenure due to the pandemic, Michael 
has done a great deal of progressive work 
behind the scenes and I’d like to thank  
him personally.

Our connection with the School continues to 
get stronger, and we are keen to encourage 
pupils at school to enjoy the opportunities 
golf provides and subsequently join the 
club on leaving Henderson Row. The last 
year has also seen significant progress in 
the development of a new EAGC website 
providing members with an easy-to-use 
portal. The link to which can be found at the 
end of this report.  

Fortunately, with things easing of late, I’m 
delighted to report on some actual golf. 
We’re now managing to get a few medals 
and matches played and EAGC is having 
some success. I’d particularly like to highlight 
the wonderful game played in great spirit 
between the School and the Club for the Jock 
Younie Trophy which took place on a sunny 
afternoon at Bruntsfield. I would also like 
to congratulate our team of Colin McClung 
(EA 1970–1983), Ken Hannah (EA 1962–71), 
Brian Hay Smith (EA 1970–84), Mike Walker 

(EA 1971–1985), Douglas Zuill (EA 1973–82) 
and Iain Macdonald (EA 1962–71) on winning 
the prestigious Cyril Gray tournament at 
Worplesdon in June for the over-55s. With 
five rounds to win for overall victory, our 
youth policy is shining bright!

The famous Halford Hewitt competition at 
Deal has been moved back to a September 
date and we look forward to competing,  
but at least it is happening!

Here’s hoping things are slowly but surely 
improving. Please stay safe and I wish every 
golfer success in the coming year.

Johnny McGlynn (EA 1978–84 
Captain 

For further information, please visit  
www.edinburghacciesgolf.com 

uncertainty around what the 2021/22  
season will look like, but we are looking  
forward to training hard and improving our 
game as we continue to build our reputation 
across Scotland.

Once again, thank you to the Academical 
community and our sponsors, in particular 
Struan Douglas of Purdie & Co. Your continued 
support is helping us blaze the trail for high 
performance club netball in Scotland. We are 
proud to carry the Accies name as we do so.

Gemma Sole   
President

For further information, please visit 
www.edinburghacciesnetball.wordpress.com
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The Academical community is a  
global one and connecting with  
Accies around the world offers a 
number of valuable opportunities. 
By joining us, through our official 
platforms on Twitter, LinkedIn and 
Facebook, you’ll not only become 
part of an exciting and influential 
Academical network but you’ll be  
the first to hear about activities, 
events and reunions too. 

Join the official networking platforms for  
alumni of the Edinburgh Academy

CONNECT 

Find and catch  
up with classmates, 

reminisce, and  
stay in touch

GIVE BACK 

Make introductions, 
provide employment  

or act as a mentor

EXPAND 
Increase your 

professional network 
and secure useful 

introductions

GET AHEAD 
Spot opportunities  
and advance your 

career through  
mutual interests  
and connections

SOCIAL

@AcademicalClub/theacademicalclub@AcademicalClub
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F O U N D AT I O N
Raeburn Place

Since the report for the last issue of The Academical, the Foundation’s focus has been on completing 

the remaining leases on the ground floor of the building, completing services works on the upper 

floor to accommodate EAFC’s new clubhouse and two commercial tenants, and marking the 150th 

anniversary of the first rugby international, held at Raeburn Place in March 1871. 

Alastair Graham  (EA 1962–71)   RPF Fundraising Coordinator
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orks to provide a street-front 
entrance to the upper floor 
were completed in November 
2020, and the consents were 
obtained for the additional 

works for the modifications of the services 
and other areas. We are very grateful for the 
invaluable support provided by Dan Teague 
(EA 1986–99) and Shane Teague (EA 1985–98) 
at S1 Developments in managing these 
works, along with the installation of services 
on the upper floor.

The Co-op, our anchor tenant, opened in late 
November, closely followed by Little Dobbies. 
Both have proved very popular with the 
local community, as has the interior design 
boutique Catalog, which opened in mid-2020. 
Eight of the nine ground-floor units are 
now let. However, the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to have an impact on businesses, 
and has delayed completion of the lease on 
the remaining unit and the fit-outs of others. 

In September, we announced a lease on the 
upper floor to fitness studio operator, Trib3. 
This studio is now open, and we are close 
to completing the final upper floor letting. 
EAFC have completed the fit-out of their 
impressive new Clubhouse and RPF have 
fitted out two changing rooms adjacent to 
this, and additional changing facilities on the 
ground floor level. We look forward to the 
resumption of matches in the new season. 
Recent drainage work on the ground outside 
Raeburn Place has proved very effective, with 
the water flooding onto it from Comely Bank 
Road in July quickly disappearing. It has been 
a long journey since the demolition of the old 
Clubhouse but, after a prolonged period of 
uncertainty, Raeburn Place is equipped with 
new facilities and the future of the ground  
is assured.   

Fundraising for the £120,000 budget was 
assembled in four months from individuals, 
charitable trusts and commercial sponsors, 
and via a very successful crowdfunding 
campaign using social media in which we 
achieved an estimated reach of more than 1.5 
million posts about the project. Filming has 
made good progress and the documentary 
is expected to air in November. All proceeds 
from the film will go towards the fundraising 
for the Museum project.

For further information and to stay in 
touch with developments, please visit    
www.raeburnplacefoundation.org/news

On 27 March 2021, the 150th anniversary 
of the first rugby international, Scotland 
v England, was celebrated at the ground. 
COVID-19 restrictions prevented any 
gathering but Minis rugby played on the pitch 
and the Scotland coaches visited with the 
Calcutta Cup and the Auld Alliance Trophy 
for a photoshoot and interviews. The BBC 
compilation of the video material can be 
found on the BBC Sport website, titled Place 
of first ever rugby international 150 years on. 

The next phase of the project is the Museum 
of International Rugby, and in April 2021 we 
began filming The Great Game, a documentary 
about the 1871 Scotland v England match. 
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Despite a year where gatherings 

were prohibited, events and social 

occasions moved online. Here is 

a roundup of the Academical get-

togethers that took place during 

2020/21. 

Events 
& REUNIONS

Bring it On! was the fitting title for the Zoom 
lecture held by Mike Laird (EA 1974–87), an 
impressive character who has accomplished 
several incredible feats. Mike’s worldly 
experiences were a fantastic reminder of 
the vast number of opportunities available 
out there, especially during lockdown when 
it is easy to forget. He talked about his 
experiences in the toughest of climates, from 
skiing the full distance to the North Pole, 
to his time spent as a war photographer 
in Afghanistan, forming a combination of 
incredible and terrifying stories. 

Importantly, the tales were never told in a 
negative light – even the tougher moments 
which sounded utterly unbearable. Mike 
only ever spoke of what he learned from 
the challenges that he faced, emphasising 
to the audience how grateful he was to have 
experienced such things, even if they were 
difficult at the time.

Even though Mike has already achieved more 
than most could imagine, he still yearns for 
more. The next major adventure is taking 
place in 2022, during which he will lead a 
group of mixed abilities across frozen Lake 
Baikal to complete his second crossing in 
four years.
Zara Elliot (EA 2015–20)

Any fears that the impact of Mike’s lecture, 
Bring It On!, would be diminished by it being 
online were quickly dispelled. He was billed 
as “adventurer and explorer”, and what tales 
of adventure and exploration he had to tell. 
He praised the huge range of opportunities 
for travel and outdoor activities on offer 
at the Academy, but his adventures really 

EAC ‘Ready for the World’ Lecture
Online | 24 February 2021 

1960/61 1st XV Rugby Virtual Dinner
Online | 13 March 2021

Accies vs Accies Quiz
Online | 22 April 2021 

22 April 2021 played host to the Accies vs 
Accies Quiz. The evening, which was expertly 
orchestrated over Zoom, saw nine teams 
pitted against each other from across the 
UK. We even saw some Accies ‘zooming’ in 
from overseas! The evening was brilliantly 
hosted by Brian Hay-Smith (EA 1970–84), 
ably supported by Charlotte Crisp, a 
colleague of Brian’s, and Alice Insull. 

After a number of rounds, the eventual 
winners were the very deserving Accies 
Netball Club. A huge thank you to Brian, Alice, 
Charlotte and all the team captains for a 
terrific evening. Good to see some familiar 
faces, hopefully next time in person!
James Munro (EA 1997–2010)

After 60 years since forming the 1960/61 
Academy 1st XV Rugby team, the team 
gathered for a virtual dinner on a Saturday 
evening in March. Eleven of the team 
members attended, with participants joining 
from the United States and Canada. It was 
an evening filled with catching-up and 
storytelling. 

Attendees: Rodger Arneil (EA 1957–62), Terry 
Brotherstone (EA 1948–62), Charlie Cairns 
(EA 1947–61), Ewan Calder (1948–50; 1951–
61), Donald Carmichael (EA 1955–61), Quentin 
Jackson (EA 1953–62), Nick Kuenssberg 
(EA 1948–61), Mike McMillan (EA 1953–62), 
George Menzies (EA 1948–62), Mclean Millar 
(EA 1948–61), Jerry Sands (1949–63). 
Apologies from David Dummer (EA 1947–61), 
Sandy Watson (EA 1948–61) and Hugh White 
(EA 1948–50; 1957–62).

started with a year on Taransay in the BBC’s 
reality show Castaway 2000 – “a welcome 
change from corporate insurance”. He later 
survived a hair-raising rafting capsize while 
doing scientific work and eco-tourism in 
Bolivia. Then there was humanitarian work. 
Mike helped set up a charity improving 
water supply in Southern Morocco, and 
led expeditions there. More extraordinary 
experiences and lessons learned came from 
spells in Southern Iraq and in Libya, prison 
in Ethiopia, cycling solo across tracts of 
Australia, and a failed Channel swim (21km 
out of 32km).

Mike couldn’t get war correspondent 
accreditation to visit Afghanistan but went 
anyway in 2007, on his own, in traditional 
garb, via the Khyber Pass to Kabul. He had 
help there with security through Roger 
Clayton (EA 1976–87), and met Hermione 
Calvocoressi (EA 2000–02), who was doing 
aid work. Then things got colder, skiing to 
the North Pole, surveying the Bering Strait, 
traversing Lake Baikal and hitching a lift on 
the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

Tony Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 1975–2003) 
concluded the evening by chairing a lively 
and revealing Q&A. From Alan Whyte (EA 
1974–87) “I can’t believe I’ve been listening 
to the guy I used to share a car to school 
with every day!”; from Euan McGrath (EA 
1980–87) “How can I join one of your trips?”; 
and from the Rector, Barry Welsh, who 
thanked Mike for “opening everyone’s eyes 
as to what is possible”.   
Rob Cowie (EA Staff 1963–2013)

Here’s what’s to look forward to…

We are currently planning the following upcoming events 
for 2022: Edinburgh Burns Supper, Edinburgh Business 
Breakfast, London Club Dinner, Classes of 1970–72 50th 
Anniversary Reunion, Classes of 1986–87 Reunion, Classes 
of 1995–2000 Reunion, and the Class of 2011–2012 10th 
Anniversary Reunion.

For more information or if you are interested  
in any of the above events, please contact 
accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk
or visit 
www.edinburghacademy.org.uk/591/upcoming-events
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ACADEMICAL  
STAFF WELCOME

Janice Baines 
Support Staff   

Charlotte Forrest
Senior School  

Frances Hills
Support Staff   

Marcin Iwanowski
Support Staff 

Joanne Jenkins 
Support Staff 

Cheryl Ligertwood
Senior School 

Steven MacLeod
Support Staff 

Benjamin Marsden
Support Staff 

Harriet Mathieson
Junior School 

Joanne Petit
Senior School 

DURING 2020/21, WE WELCOMED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF STAFF 

INTO THE ACADEMICAL CLUB AS LIFE MEMBERS, FOLLOWING THEIR FIVE 

YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL.

Karen Welch 
Junior School  

Louisa Wood
Junior School 
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John Meadows  
(EA Staff 1988–2021)  
Head of English  

It is almost impossible to summarise 
the brilliance of John and the impact he 
has had in the 33 years teaching at the 
Academy. From the moment that I came 
to the Academy, I was struck by how 
measured, thoughtful and passionate John 
was about English. This passion translated 
to his interactions with colleagues. His 
departmental leadership has made me a 
better teacher and colleague, and without 
hyperbole, a better person. John’s influence 
extends further than simply the people 
in the English Department: a colleague 
stopped me on the stairs expressing their 
sadness that John was leaving: “whenever 
you see John, even across the Yard, you 
always know that everything is alright.”

John has maintained his passion for the 
subject and even in his last week enthused 
about interactions with students in his 
lessons; about the way they reacted to a 
poem or the insightful thing one said about 
a monologue. This sustained passion is what 
makes him such an excellent teacher and 
human-being. Teaching a subject you love 
and being able to show the enthusiasm you 
have for it to your students is a huge part of 
engaging and inspiring them, and John has 
modelled that for us all.

ACADEMICAL  

STAFF VALETE
EACH YEAR, THE ACADEMICAL GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE THE UNIQUE AND 

REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY, AS THEY 

RETIRE FROM POST OR MOVE ONTO PASTURES NEW DURING THE YEAR IN REVIEW. 

David Black   
(Sodexo 1991–2021)  
Catering Manager  

David started at the Edinburgh Academy 
in 1991 as the Head Chef. After only two 
years he was appointed Catering Manager, 
which was the post he held for the remaining 
28 years at the School. David came to the 
School from a background of working in the 
boardrooms of some of the major financial 
institutions in Edinburgh. It was there that he 
developed his love of providing fine dining 
food, of which the School has been a grateful 
recipient.

Whilst David was employed by Sodexo, our 
catering provider company, he has always 

Ronnie Paxton  
(EA Staff 1983–2020) 
Head Janitor of the Junior School  

Ronnie retired after 37 years’ service to 
the School. He started as a joiner before 
becoming a janitor at the Junior School, and 
was subsequently appointed as the Head 
Janitor. Ronnie became an institution in his 
own right at the School from greeting pupils 
and parents every day when controlling car 
parking, to helping out around the Junior 
School in many ways. Ronnie was always 
proud to be a joiner by trade and took huge 
pleasure passing on his skills to generations 
of pupils who joined his woodwork activity. 
The evidence of this will be seen in many 
Academical gardens in the form of bird 
tables and nesting boxes that were made 
under Ronnie’s guidance.

Ronnie lived on the School site for 18 years 
and gave unstintingly of this time to support 
the School. He was an ever-present force in 
the School. During the holiday period when 
refurbishment and development work was 
being done, Ronnie was always on hand 
to help or offer advice. However, it was the 
interaction with the pupils and watching 
them grow and develop as people that gave 
Ronnie the most satisfaction. The fact that 
his own son Mark came through the School 
is a source of great pride to him.

It is a huge sadness that Ronnie was forced 
to retire early through illness, and the 
restrictions placed on the School by COVID-
19 have meant he did not get the send-off 
that he deserved. We wish him a long and 
happy retirement.
Guy Cartwright (EA Staff 2010-present)  
Bursar 

When chatting to Jenny Cutress about 
things we shall miss, we both used the 
phrase, “hearing Prospero declaiming from 
Room 27” as John becomes the magician 
for the 6ths; peeking in through the door 
to find John as a dying Caesar surrounded 
by 4ths conspirators; team teaching To the 
Lighthouse and The Great Gatsby with John; 
and witnessing first-hand how profoundly 
knowledgeable he is in everything he 
teaches. His assemblies, too, were 
joyous things to witness – thoughtful and 
empathetic, revealing details from his life 
and the upbringing that has shaped him.
John is a wonderful husband, father, 
and now grandfather, and has had a 
family involved in Academy life. This has 
enriched his consideration of the students’ 
experiences and of the intricacies of 
balancing home and work. I am sure his 
family will be delighted to have his undivided 
attention as he begins his retirement.
Celia Deakin (EA Staff 2015–present)   
English Teacher
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Alastair Macpherson   
(EA Staff 2003–2021)  
Head of Biology 

Originally from Edinburgh, Alastair attended 
George Heriot’s, before going to Edinburgh 
University to read Genetics. He went on 
to become a research fellow at Aberdeen 
University before returning to Edinburgh 
to do the same, then a Master’s from 
Birmingham and his doctorate from Reading. 
He also spent time at Oxford University.

Throughout his career he has maintained 
a full and healthy interest in the world 
of biology, a rapidly developing field 
where there are breakthroughs in our 
understanding, and where new discoveries 
continue to be made at an astonishing 

Debbie Carr    
(EA Staff 2002–21)  
Head of Geography 

Since 2002, Debbie has established herself 
as the authority of all things geographical, 
as a teacher and then Head of Department. 
For her colleagues, her expertise and calm 
assuredness has been a rock across much 
change and through recent adversity. For 
her pupils, she has been the inspiration 
behind dozens of them heading off to study 
Geography and related disciplines beyond 
the walls of Henderson Row. 

As passionate as Debbie is about sharing 
her love of her subject, it has been just 
as clear in her time at the EA that Debbie 
believes education is about so much more 
than classrooms and textbooks. As well as 
a very proactive class teacher, she has been 
a keen supporter of the Senior Years games 
programme, and has been a cornerstone of 
Outdoor Education.

Fiona Bell   
(EA Staff 2006–21)  
Rector’s PA  

Fiona leaves the Edinburgh Academy after 15 
years of dedicated service to the School and, 
in particular, to three Rectors. Being the PA 
to a Rector is not an easy role and it requires 
the considered combinations of not only the 
patience of a saint, the resilience of an ox, 
the political awareness and astuteness of a 
Holyrood politician, but also the discretion 
of a closest confidante. The role varies with 
every passing minute and requires a diverse 
skill set to cover all aspects of an ever-
changing school environment. The Rector’s 
PA is often having to be the ‘first responder’ 
in difficult times when communications are 
most important. Fiona has been superb in 
this role and has been a loyal and trusted 
member of the Edinburgh Academy, both as 
a staff member and a parent.

Central to her role as the PA to the Rector 
was her ability to interact with a wide range 
of members of the School’s community, 
be that with the parental body, members 
of the Court of Directors, members of the 
academic and support staff, as well as 
the students at school itself. Fiona was 
approachable, friendly and always superbly 
professional. Her experience in Admissions, 
as well as in all parts of daily operational 

clearly identified himself as an employee 
of the Academy, to which he has been 
tremendously loyal. He has worked for five 
Rectors, three Bursars and believes he has 
served over 18,000 Christmas Dinners to 
pupils. The standard of the lunches David 
has provided over the years has always been 
high, and he has prided himself on ensuring 
that all pupils received a balanced diet with 
interesting options covering all tastes. It 
was during school events, such as Speakers’ 
Dinners and Burns Night Suppers that he 
had a chance to show just what a talented 
and creative chef he really is. He carried 
this through to Court Dinners and when 
supporting our trading operation, providing 
the catering for weddings and dinners, at the 
end of which, the question was often asked, 
“where do the caterers come from?”. The 
School has always had an enormous sense 
of pride in being able to reply that they were 
our own caterers. 

David’s style and leadership has built a team 
around him who have stayed loyal to him, 
many of whom have worked for him for 
over 20 years. He is one of the world’s most 
decent of men and a true gentleman. When 
requests were made of him and his staff, he 
would do his utmost to deliver, even when 
some of these requests came at late notice.

David will be missed by all the pupils, staff 
and the Court of Directors. He has been 
such an important part of our lives for the 
last 30 years. He is leaving to take on the 
management of his bowling club and we wish 
him every success in that venture. 
Guy Cartwright (EA Staff 2010–present)  
Bursar

rate. Through his membership of various 
professional bodies, such as the Institute 
of Biology, he makes sure that his (and the 
department’s) knowledge is as current and 
accurate as it can be, and he has used this to 
inspire and enthuse his pupils. 

At Alastair’s previous schools, Westminster 
and Highgate, along with his biology teaching 
responsibilities, he was a House Tutor, an 
Assistant Housemaster and ran the karate 
clubs - a sport that he competed in for his 
universities and was a national competitor, 
winning titles, and latterly became a referee. 
He led Duke of Edinburgh expeditions to 
some beautiful locations such as Skye and 
Switzerland. At Highgate he also was a 
Housemaster, and when arriving at the EA 
he took on this same role and became the 
last Housemaster at the Academy before the 
decision was made to stop boarding. Alastair 
was involved with unions and was the union 
rep for the teachers and ancillary staff, 
including a spell as President of the Scottish 
branch of the ATL. 

Even though he is retiring, he will remain 
involved in supporting teachers both here at 
the Academy and across the UK, supporting 
the union with advice and supporting all 
teachers as much as he can. He has been 
a supportive Head of Department; always 
with the best interests of the pupils and his 
colleagues at the forefront of what he does. 
Donald Lowe (EA Staff 2002–Present)   
Biology Teacher and Assistant Head of  
Senior Years 

Debbie has also led and participated in a 
huge variety of trips. The dive trips that she 
has led to distant reefs across the globe 
will live long in the memory of many pupils, 
not least for the long hours of training and 
preparation that Debbie insisted upon 
prior to departure. All the other adventures 
from Costa Rica to China, from Bonaly to 
Blair House, stand as evidence that Debbie 
has loved showing pupils what the world 
has to offer. Her real driver though has 
been helping pupils understand what they 
are looking at once they get there. Debbie 
is a Geographer through and through: 
adventurous, inquisitive and broad ranging 
in all her interests.

She heads off now into retirement (most 
probably on two wheels) and a world of 
adventures. We wish her well, but will miss 
her terribly in the Geography Department 
and more widely across the whole school.
Mike Bryce (EA Staff 1996–Present)    
Deputy Rector
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Paula Howden Thomson   
(EA Staff 2007–21)  
Head of Nursery  

Paula is widely recognised for her skills as a 
teacher, loyalty as a friend and commitment 
as a colleague. She trained to be a Primary 
Teacher at Moray House, and her natural 
gift for teaching was quickly identified, 
graduating with a First Class Honours degree 
in Primary Education. When in her first job 
at Prestonfield Primary School, Paula was 
chosen by the researchers behind ‘Early 
Intervention in Literacy’ to be the pilot 
teacher for this innovative and exciting 
approach. Paula then moved to Gylemuir 
Primary School in 1997 and took on the role 
of Principal Teacher in Early Years (Primary 
1-3). Here she worked with the Headteacher 
and architects to design a brand new, open 
plan, Early Years department. Her strength 
of understanding the fundamental principles 
of Early Years education, combined with her 
artistic flair and creativity, created a flagship 
building. 

It was Paula’s three children, Alexander, 
Louis and Dominic who brought Paula to 
the Academy. When taking Louis into his 
Primary 1 classroom one day, the Deputy 
Head approached her as he needed a 
supply teacher at short notice. Paula did 
not hesitate to step in. Her talents in the 
classroom were noticed and she was invited 
in for an interview and offered the job 
of part-time Nursery Teacher. As Paula’s 
boys grew, so did her hours in school. A 
brief stint in Primary 2, followed by three 
wonderful years in Primary 1, eventually 
led her back to the Nursery where she set 
about inspiring change and driving forward 
innovative approaches. In January 2019 

Janet Rust   
(EA Staff 2008–21)  
Early Years Practitioner   

Janet started working at the After School 
Club in 2008 but she was already a well-
known face around the Junior School, both 
as a parent and having helped firstly in the 
Library and then with reading groups in her 
role as a ‘parent helper’ with Mrs Petrie. 
From starting as a Play Worker at the After 
School Club, Janet quickly became known 
for her kind and caring approach with the 
children. She managed the collection of 
children from various points of the School 
at the end of the day with superb efficiency, 
always knowing who to expect and when. 
Regularly seen with a skipping rope in hand 
- in fact that could be how she was described 
if new members of staff weren’t sure who 
she was - Janet has provided a stable and 
caring presence in the lives of many children. 
She enjoyed observing the children grow 
and mature through the years as they 
relaxed and played under her watchful eye. 
It gave her great pleasure in particular to 
see those small Primary 1 children who 
were in her care 13 years ago leaving the 
Academy this summer as charming young 
adults! Whether it be whilst supervising 
snack time or whilst braving the elements 
of our variable seasons, Janet was always a 
hardworking and dedicated member of the 
team whose commitment to those in her 
care was clear for all to see. We wish her 
many happy adventures in her retirement 
when she will get to spend more time with 
her family and her dog, and to broaden her 
travel experiences.
Sarah Boyd (EA Staff 2009–Present)  
Class Teacher

Michael Gray   
(EA Staff 2008–20)  
Pipe Major  

Before joining the Academy, Michael spent 
25 years in the army, with the Queen’s Own 
Highlanders, the Highlanders, and then with 
the Royal Regiment of Scotland. He saw 
action in several theatres including several 
tours of Northern Ireland, Kosovo, Bosnia, 
the First Gulf War, and Germany. Michael’s 
piping career took him all over the world, 
including most of Europe, Japan, India, and 
South America. In addition to playing at some 
high-profile events, including State functions 
attended by various members of the Royal 
Family, and performing as the lone piper 
at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 2006, 
Michael also taught with the Columbian 
Navy and piped at a beauty contest. He was 
subsequently the Pipe Major of the First 
Battalion of the Highlanders, finishing this 
part of his career as the Senior Pipe Major 
in the British Army. He was awarded an MBE 
in 2003 for services to piping, which will 
probably be news to many, given Michael’s 
propensity for understatement and 
modesty. In 2008, Michael swapped royal 
banquets for lunch queues. His first gig at 
the EA was the Beating Retreat at Edinburgh 
Castle in 2008, when the Academy hosted 
the event in the CCF’s centenary year. In 
addition to organising the many Pipe Band 
competitions; annual Beating Retreats at 
Holyrood Palace and the Castle, arranging all 
the Pipe music for Remembrance, and other 
commemorative events, Michael also took 
cadets on several fabulous overseas tours. In 
2010 the band performed in a tattoo at Fort 
George, Canada; in 2014 we were on tour 
again for the CCF ‘Pro Patria Commemorative 
Tour,’ in France and Belgium; and, in 2016 
was the much-fêted band trip to New York, 
where the EA Pipes and Drums lead the 
Tartan Day Parade on Fifth Avenue. 

The cadets have always held Michael in high 
regard. A senior piper recently described him 
as: “the engineer of the band,” another has 
mentioned several times that he is “gutted” 
at the prospect of Michael’s departure. It was 
a great pleasure and a privilege to work with 
Michael and he will be greatly missed. Maybe 
our next tour could be to visit the Omani 
Royal Air Force Band!
Sarah Heintze (EA Staff 1994–present) 
Head of Modern Languages and Contingent 
Commander CCF

Paula was promoted to the role of Head 
of Department in the Nursery, which she 
has fulfilled with energy, enthusiasm and, 
above all, an unwavering commitment 
to providing the youngest children with 
the best Early Education possible. Paula’s 
classroom was always buzzing with happy, 
confident children who were eager to learn 
and do their very best. Paula leaves with an 
incredible legacy in a Nursery Department 
that has thrived and flourished in her care. 
We all wish her the happiness she deserves 
as she embarks on a new chapter.
Catherine Burke (EA 2009–Present)  
Head of Middle Primary 

business, was key to the successful oversight 
of the Rector’s Office. A Rector’s PA is often 
described as the ‘gatekeeper’ to the Rector 
and all three of those Rectors that Fiona 
worked with could not have asked for a 
more professional and able supporter to 
be sat in the opposite office and helping 
them get through the challenges that each 
day presented. The Edinburgh Academy 
owes Fiona a huge debt of gratitude and she 
leaves with our best wishes.
Barry Welsh (EA Staff 2017–present)  
Rector
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Chris Doig   
(EA Staff 2009–19)  
Head of ICT  

It is safe to say that Chris has had one of the 
biggest impacts on this School over the last 
ten years. Every piece of hardware, software, 
digital infrastructure, cloud solution, IT 
legislation, and pupil IT resource, Chris has 
developed, implemented, supported, or 
in some cases, written the code himself. 
However, it was not all plain sailing. Everyone 
has seen the “restarting the servers at 6pm” 
or the “apologies for the service outage” 
emails and there have been tough times 
to get through. However, the number-one 
priority for Chris was to get learning and 
teaching up and running first. He had a real 
understanding of the importance of what 
happens in the classroom and he ensured 
that technology was there to assist with 
the learning. Chris was also involved in a 
lot more work with pupils than some may 
realise; he has taken the RAF cadets flying 
on a number of occasions and has been on 
WW1 Battlefields and China trips.

Chris’s work was applauded by many, 
including the Bursar, saying: “it should be 
noted that the circumstances in which Chris 
stepped up to become Head of ICT were 
far from ideal. Chris steadily clawed this 
confidence back. Working with a third-party 
contractor we resolved the core issues 
including replacement and modernisation 
of the whole school Wi-Fi system. It was 
Chris who ran the tender and selection 
process for this. In addition, he has over the 
last five years built a team that are trusted 
and responsive.” The challenge set to Chris 
by the Bursar of the network being like the 
electricity in a room, in that when we turn 
a device on it should work, has been realised.

We thank Chris for all his achievements, 
professionalism, commitment to the 
School, but most importantly, his kindness, 
compassion, and friendship. We wish him 
all the very best in his new adventure at 
Glenalmond.
Daniel Stewart (EA Staff 2011– Present)  
Head of Computing  

Nicola Kiernan   
(EA Staff 2014 – 2021)  
Acting Head of Chemistry  
Nicola started out working 

at BP as an Analytical Chemist, then in 
Research and Development, developing new 
polymer adhesives. She went on to read for 
a PhD research at Heriot-Watt University, 
sponsored by Rolls Royce PLC, as a result of 
winning the Millennium Student of the Year 
Award for her undergraduate research. This 
research examined the chemistry, physics, 
and materials engineering aspects of the 
polymorphic liquid crystalline states of slug 
slime! After various other projects,  
she took time out to train as a teacher at 
Moray House. 

At the Academy, Nicola has done a huge 
amount to promote and drive forward 
STEM initiatives. A highlight for her was 
organising the STEM trip to the USA, which 
took students to visit the Silicon Valley and 
Yosemite, and to the Guggenheim Museum 
and the MET museum in New York. Nicola’s 
interest in recent scientific developments 

David Gibson   
(EA 2013 – 2021)  
Janitor 

Based predominantly at the Senior School, 
David was an ever-present part of the 
School’s landscape, just getting on with 
his job and making things happen. David 
was a large physical presence around the 
School, but at heart a quiet, kind man with 
a dry sense of humour. He went about his 
business without any fuss, but could be 
completely relied upon; if he saw something 
that needed doing, he would get on and 
sort it out. If other staff needed a hand with 
something then David was again reliable in 
stepping up and helping out.

David loved his time at the School and seeing 
the pupils grow and flourish. He has moved 
to a role in the maintained sector to work 
closer to home and reduce his commute so 
he can have more time with his family. We 
wish him the best of luck for the future. The 
School he has moved to are very lucky to 
have him.
Guy Cartwright (EA Staff 2010–present)  
Bursar

Sally Hood   
(EA Staff 2009–2021)  
Junior School Librarian 

Sally started at the Academy in 1987, as a 
supply Teaching Auxiliary, when her son 
Fraser was enrolled at Denham Green 
Nursery. She then became the first parent 
helper in the Junior School, supporting 
children with reading. Following an HMI 
Inspection in 1994, Lesley Paterson was 
given the task of overhauling the P3-6 
Library. Sally supported her and together 
they moved the library to a new room, went 
through its entire stock, and purchased new 
books. Sally was appointed as the first official 
Junior School librarian, in 2010. 

Once the new extension to accommodate 
three new P6 classrooms, a learning centre 
and a library was opened, it provided a 
purpose-built room for children to enjoy 
and borrow books. Within this space, she 
created a welcoming environment, with 
books attractively arranged, interesting 
posters on the walls, and a deep knowledge 
of children’s literature. Sally was always on 
hand with ideas to support children of all 
abilities. She organised visiting authors, and 
invited other schools within walking distance 
of the EA. She also ran book fairs for many 
years; the money raised from these enabled 
her to increase the supply of books in the 
library. She was involved with the Scottish 
Children’s Book Awards, supporting children 
as they read the books up for awards, and 
accompanying the children to the award 
ceremonies. When the Scottish Book Trust 
sadly ended the age 8-11 years award, Sally 
supported Caroline Petrie with setting up 
the School’s own competition, continuing to 
support the children with reading. 

When Barbara Robertson took on the 
role of Head of Charities, Sally offered her 
support, which was welcomed with open 
arms. She helped with ideas, administrative 
roles, and the many visits made to charities 
they supported, including visits to the Eric 
Liddell Centre, to see the sensory room the 
EA fundraising had paid for, and to Ravelrig 
Riding for the Disabled. We know that she 
will enjoy the extra time she now has during 
her well-earned retirement, doing what she 
does best - reading.
Pat Chapple (EA Staff 2007– present)  
Learning and Teaching Assistant 
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Fran Walker   
(EA Staff 2014–2019)  
English Teacher  

I did not know a great deal about Taylor 
Swift at the time, but Fran taught a Taylor 
Swift song in her interview lesson – and I 
was impressed. The last song I had used 
in one of my lessons had been a hymn, 
so Taylor Swift’s music was a rich table of 
delights. Fran displayed proper teaching 
that day: perfectly balanced, engaging and 
satisfying – just as a good lesson ought to be. 
Thereafter, it was not just Fran’s lessons that 
were striking, but her results also - which 
were phenomenal. One preceding element 
on which such results are usually based, 
and which is so difficult to quantify, is the 
relationship any teacher is able to build up 
with his or her pupils: the degree to which 
they sense his or her care for them and their 
futures. I saw Fran’s reputation grow in this 
respect and this deserved high admiration. 
Fran was, from all accounts, a brilliant class 
teacher and outstanding in her role as 

makes it easy for her to make lessons 
relevant. The links that she has formed with 
undergraduate students, whilst completing 
a part-time PhD in Digital STEM Education at 
Edinburgh University, have helped benefit 
our senior pupils’ experiences. Outwith the 
classroom, Nicola has helped with hockey 
(which, in her words, went on for much 
longer than her skills should have allowed), 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, and has 
recently run a STEM club for junior pupils. 

She has an incredible ability to multitask, 
having held varying roles of responsibility 
in the School (simultaneously at times) such 
as Health and Safety Staff Liaison, Assistant 
Exams Officer, STEM coordinator, acting 
Head of Department, and class teacher. I 
know that the decision to leave the EA has 
not been an easy one for Nicola to make, 
especially as all four of her boys have been, 
or are currently, at the School. However, 
she leaves to take up the post of Head of 
Chemistry at the High School of Dundee.  
We wish her good luck in her new role!
Holly Ferguson (EA Staff 2011–Present)  
Head of Chemistry

Assistant Head of Transition Years in 2019. 
Her drive, to see the establishment of ‘Drop 
Everything And Read’ and the subsequent 
encouragement of the whole school to set 
reading as a priority, exemplified her high 
standards of leadership and management.

She was instrumental in so much of the 
English department’s development and 
collegiality over the six years she was with 
us. When we were introducing the new 
Scottish exams and reviewing our junior 
teaching in her first year with us, she jumped 
at the chance to help re-shape our syllabus, 
bringing to bear her freshly acquired skill and 
knowledge. And certainly, we would not have 
had the marvellous brunches, breakfasts, 
biscuits, cakes and chat on such regular 
occasions if it had not been for her. For these 
things and many others, we are grateful to 
Fran for the time she spent with us.
John Meadows (EA Staff 1988–2021)  
Head of English 

London branch
CATCHING UP   
WITH THE   It has been a frustrating year for the London branch, as, 

having re-formed in early 2020, we were unable to hold 
any of the events we had hoped for throughout this year. 
We did, however, spend time planning what our long-
term aims were, as well as the ways in which we can offer 
our help to both the School and to those Academicals 
already based in, or who plan to move to, London and 
the South East. Our committee, led by James Munro (EA 
1997-2010), comprises Cathy Adams (EA 2008–10), Will 
Lutton (EA 1992–2005), Georgina Usher (1988–90), and 
myself, Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76). ‘Our aim is to make 
the London branch a resource which Accies of all ages 
can use, whether to network, share their knowledge 
or help those coming south to work’ explains James. 
‘Hopefully we can have a bit of fun, too!’

This year we have started to make contact with a 
number of younger Academicals starting work in 
London, to ensure everyone is connected up and made 
welcome. We also took part in the Accies vs Accies virtual 
quiz in April, finishing a lowly seventh. We look forward to 
welcoming you to London events in the coming year!

Charles Runcie (EA 1966–76) 
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ACADEMICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

1951–60 
Charles Hope (EA 1948–53)
Charles has been elected Convenor of the 
Clarsach Society (Comunn na Clàrsaich), 
which is the Scottish charity that promotes 
the Clarsach (small harp). The society, now 
90 years old, organises the Edinburgh 
International Harp Festival, which is held in 
April. Now in its 40th year, this event was 
held virtually again in 2021. Find out more 
about the festival at www.harpfestival.co.uk.

John Harris (EA 1954–57)
John has been invited by the British Chamber 
of Commerce to set up an autonomous 
branch in his home city, Odessa, Ukraine. In 
October 2020, the UK and Ukraine signed an 
historic, post-Brexit free trade deal, marking 
a new chapter in UK-Ukraine relations. This 
new agreement will boost Ukrainian exports, 
with the hope for British consumers to 
benefit from high quality Ukrainian products. 
The memorandum signed during President 
Zelensky’s London visit also identifies 
investment opportunities for the UK, 
including in the farming and infrastructure 
sectors. 

1961–1970 
Andrew Black (EA 1955–62)  
In March 2020, as many people entered a 
series of lockdowns, Andy discovered a draft 
of a bedtime story he wrote for his children 
in the 1980s. Having suffered a stroke in 
2014, Andy published the story, Hugh’s 
Hiccups, to raise funds for the charity Bristol 

After Stroke. Andy has managed to send over 
£1000 to the charity, which supported him 
during his recovery. / 1

Alexander (Sandy) Mair (EA 1957–62)  
Sandy writes to us from sunny Antigua, 
where he has lived for 33 years now, and for 
the past year, has lived a fairly unrestricted 
life. In September he managed to make a 
quick trip to Scotland, and spent the month 
in Dumfries. During this time he saw his 
family, and played a fair bit of golf. Sandy 
still sails and races boats at a high level, 
competing against some of the world’s top 
professionals, and it remains one of his main 
focuses in life. / 2

David B McIntosh (EA 1960–64)
Following retirement from Head of Scottish 
National Blood Transfusion Service, amongst 
other positions, David recently took up the 
cause of British blood donor’s plasma, as 
since 1998, all the plasma from UK blood 
donors had been discarded due to fear of 
the human derivative of Mad Cow Disease. 
Remembering the thoroughly good scientific 
principles taught to him in the 7th Science 
class by Bill Fieldhouse (EA Staff 1951–65), 
David set out to check up on the science on 
which this plasma wastage was based - and 
whether it was in fact either necessary or 
desirable. After months of research, David 
and his team succeeded in proving that it 
was neither, leading to the reversal of the 
plasma disposal policy. In February 2021 the 
Government lifted the ban on the use of UK 
plasma for the manufacture of life-saving 
immunoglobulins.  

David Todd (EA 1961–67) 
David Todd was ordained as a Deacon in 
the Scottish Episcopal Church in St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Edinburgh in October 2020. David 
now serves as Curate of St Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Portobello.

1971–1980 
Andy Mitchell (EA 1963–76) 
After a decade as Head of Communications 
at the Scottish Football Association, Andy 
is now a freelance writer and researcher 
in the field of sports history. In June, after 
several years of research, Andy published 
his latest book The men who made Scotland: 
the definitive Who’s Who of Scottish Football 
Internationalists 1872–1939. One of his earlier 
books, a biography of the footballer Arthur 
Kinnaird, led to him becoming a consultant 
to the Netflix series The English Game which 
came out in 2020 and told the story of the 
first professional footballers. He lives in 
Dunblane with his wife Maureen. / 3

Christopher J Richard (EA 1972–76) 
Christopher retired from full-time NHS 
practice in July 2018 having been Consultant 
Anaesthetist and Head of Service for 
Anaesthetics and Intensive Care at Borders 
General Hospital, where he had worked since 
1990. Since then Chris has done intermittent 
locum work in anaesthetics. Between June 
and September of 2020 Chris worked in the 
King Edward Memorial Hospital, Stanley, 
Falkland Islands as the sole Consultant 
Anaesthetist. There he took over from Arthur 
Allison (EA 1962 – 1974) who is a regular 
provider of anaesthetic services in Stanley. 

What’s been happening in the Academical community? From career moves to 
retirements and from graduations to marriages and births, you’ll find our Accies 
news grouped into decades. News to share? Don’t forget to let us know what’s 
happening in your world by emailing accies@edinburghacademy.org.uk   
by the end of August 2022 for inclusion in the next issue.

1 2 3
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Will Whitehorn (EA 1965–77) 
From a graduate at Thomas Cook to 
president of UKspace, Will has seen the 
world (his article features in TA29). Now Will 
has been appointed as the next Chancellor 
of Edinburgh Napier University. Will has also 
become Chair of Seraphim Space Investment 
Trust PLC, which is a new company that 
launched on the stock market in July 2021 
that invests in space industry start-ups. It is 
the first company of its kind. / 4

1981–1990 
Trevor Jackson (EA 1971–84)  
Trevor has set up Jackson Distillers Ltd to 
build the first major grain distillery in the 
Scottish Borders. This will see the creation 
of a 20 million litre of alcohol per annum 
grain distillery. This will be a highly efficient 
distillery, lowering the carbon footprint for 
the spirit produced, using the best available 
technology, renewable energy and putting 
zero waste to landfill. The distillery will be 
sited adjacent to the Anaerobic Digestion 
Plant that Trevor set up in 2014, using the 
biomethane and renewable energy from 
Trevor’s farm. / 5

David A C Cochrane (EA 1976–86)  
In October 2020, David, who is the Chief 
Executive of the Hospitality Industry Trust 
(HIT) Scotland, was awarded an MBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours list for services 
to Hospitality and Tourism in Scotland. David 
has been recognised for his role in leading 
the charity’s scholarship programme, which 
provides opportunities for people who wish 

to start their careers or develop further in 
hospitality. HIT Scotland has awarded over 
14,000 bursaries and 5,000 scholarships for 
anyone working or studying towards a career 
in the Scottish hospitality sector. / 6

James Carnegie (EA 1974–87)   
Previously working in Risk Management in 
London and Cambridge, James has over the 
past three years taken a different career 
path, combining teaching the bagpipes with 
that of looking after his three children and 
running the house he shares with them 
and his wife Emma in Cambridge. James 
first learnt the pipes at the Junior School, 
and a happy set of circumstances led him 
to setting up Cambridge Bagpipes in 2019. 
He is working closely with Barnaby Brown, 
another Cambridge piper, on various piping 
related initiatives. James competes regularly 
in amateur competitions in Scotland and 
spends as much time as he can in Gullane, 
where he has a second home. / 7

1991–2000 
Douglas Roberts (EA 1984–93)
Douglas and his wife Nicola are delighted to 
announce the birth of Matthew John George 
Roberts, born on 14 February 2020, in 
Edinburgh. 

Patrick Paton (EA 1983–96) 
After leaving the Academy and spending time 
in Australia, Patrick started his professional 
career in Edinburgh with The Flat Company. 
His passion for property evolved and his 

property career progressed to senior roles 
with Knight Frank, Smiths Gore, and a 
managing partner role with Rettie. Patrick 
believes the estate agency industry is 
developing and moving forward, and not 
wanting to be left behind, in March 2021, 
Patrick launched his own estate agency, 
Paton & Co, which has moved away from the 
traditional high-street estate agency model 
and embraces modern technology. Find out 
more: www.patonandco.com. / 8

Clair Howison (nee Hamer-Hodges)  
(EA 1996–98) 
After five years of studying Law at Aberdeen 
University, Clair joined Arcadia as a graduate 
trainee, where, by a twist of fate, she ended 
up as Sir Philip Green’s apprentice, being 
given access to shadow every division of 
the business before selecting marketing as 
her chosen career. Roles with Wallis, Moss 
Bros and Ultimo followed. Clair married 
fellow Academical John Michael Howison 
(EA 1991–96) in 2009. Three children and 
two marathons later, Clair is currently Brand 
Director at Simon Howie Foods where she 
recently achieved worldwide press coverage 
when she sent a haggis to the edge of space 
for Burns Night 2021. The sky’s the limit for 
Accies! / 9

Eddie Sanjuan (EA 1986–98) 
Eddie has recently stepped away from the 
corporate world to follow his dream, and 
has since set up the Total Touch Academy, 
which provides touch rugby coaching for all 
ages. Eddie is delighted that it has been such 
a success already with busy camps, after-
school clubs and one-to-one coaching.

8
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Mike Blair (EA 1986–99) 
As Scotland’s most capped scrum-half and 
a member of the 2009 British and Irish 
Lions team, Mike was appointed as interim 
Head Coach for Scotland Rugby for the 2021 
summer tour, although unfortunately all 
games were cancelled due to COVID-19. In 
July, Mike was then appointed as Head Coach 
for Edinburgh Rugby, a club he played for 
from 2001 to 2012. / 10

Gordon McLachlan (EA 1988–1999)  
In July, Gordon celebrated the tenth 
anniversary of Primate, the digital agency 
which he co-founded and of which he is 
now Managing Partner. Gordon wrote in 
the anniversary statement: “The years have 
brought a lot of changes and challenges, as 
life does, but they’ve always left us stronger, 
wiser and more pragmatic. Change has also 
brought opportunity, forcing us to constantly 
evolve. Day to day, the joy of our work, our 
culture and our clients keep me - and the 
rest of the team - going strong, we’re ready 
for the next ten years!” / 11

Ian Stirling and Paddy Fletcher  
(EA 1987–2000)   
As co-founder of the Port of Leith Distillery, 
Ian writes: “It’s taken nine long years to get 
here, but the vertical steel structure of our 
single malt whisky distillery is now rising 
out of the ground next to the Royal Yacht 
Britannia. We now hope to be open and 
operational on whisky production in the 
early Autumn of 2022. Our gin, Lind & Lime, 
has kept us very busy, and, having outgrown 

our stillhouse on Tower Street, we’re now 
moving to a much bigger distillery along the 
road in Leith, at Coburg Street. We hope to 
be there by the end of 2021, and we’ll be 
offering gin tours soon after. Ever since we 
embarked on this endeavour, Paddy and I 
have received so many kind and supportive 
messages from Accies and former teachers. 
We’re very grateful to everyone for their 
support!” / 12

2001 – 2010 
Pete McLean (EA 1990–2001)  
Having been appointed Young Enterprise 
Scotland (YES) Lothian Chair, Pete writes: 
“All entrepreneurial education and creative 
thinking needs to start at primary school and 
be nurtured through secondary education. 
My fire for enterprise was ignited at the 
Edinburgh Academy, whether that was selling 
1st XV kit or organising events, it all stood 
me in good stead for the big wide world. I 
was delighted to accept the role, helping 
shape the future of enterprise education in 
Scotland, but even more delighted to see 
strong teams taking part in the YES company 
programme from the Academy.” / 13

Robin Hunter (EA 1990–2002)  
and Angela McMahon (EA 1997–1998)  
Robin and Angela welcomed their baby 
Alexander into the world on 29 January 2021 
– a nephew for Alistair Hunter (EA 1988–98) 
and Keith Hunter (EA 1990–2000) and a 
grandson for Michael Hunter (EA 1953–1966).

David Blair (EA 1990–2003) 
David and Caroline welcomed their second 
child, Grace, into the world on 24 July 2020 in 
St Andrews – a younger sister for Hunter.

Tim Roads (EA 1991–2004)  
Having worked as a Chartered Surveyor for 
the best part of a decade Tim decided it 
was time for a change, and in 2019 he and 
his fiancé launched Schop. Schop - an Old 
Scots word for a market place or stall - is an 
Edinburgh-based online market place and 
delivery service which allows customers 
to shop from a range of well-known 
local, independent retailers alongside a 
large range of sustainable brands from 
further afield. Schop has a strong focus on 
sustainability. They use as little packaging 
as possible and use reusable, compostable 
or recyclable packaging wherever we can. 
Schop offsets its CO2 emissions by investing 
in a native woodland planting scheme in East 
Lothian. / 14

Peter Allison (EA 1998–2005) 
Peter, together with Ed Harvey-Jamieson (EA 
1980–93), has recently started up a whisky 
blending business called Woven, which is 
based in a studio in the Biscuit Factory, Leith.

Iain Campbell (EA 1993–2006) 
Iain continues in his role as joint owner and 
Head of Operations at the internationally 
acclaimed comedy club, Monkey Barrel 
Comedy, in Edinburgh. Having successfully 
completed a Fringe Festival, Iain looks 
forward to welcoming back all Academicals.

1211
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Alistair McConnell (1993–2006)  
Alistair, along with a team of engineers, 
researchers and clinicians at the University 
of Edinburgh, have designed a system that 
can create personalised facemasks for 
healthcare workers, using a combination 
of photos taken with a smartphone, 3D 
printing and silicone casting. The precise 
technique uses computer programmes to 
create moulds that match the exact contours 
of individuals’ faces. This has the potential to 
help healthcare workers who cannot find a 
mask that fits and to offer more sustainable 
and economically favourable alternatives to 
single-use facemasks. The research team 
has created a company to carry on with 
production– Mask Logic. / 15

James Murray (EA 1999–2006)
James and his wife Freya are delighted 
to announce the birth of their first child, 
Magnus Murray, in late 2020. Both are 
thrilled with their new arrival. 

Charlie Scott (EA 1999–2007)
Charlie Scott, of Howden Farm, Gifford 
married Carina Calder of Lintlaw Farm, Duns 
at Bonkyl Church, Duns on 7 June 2019. / 16

Chris Duncan (EA 2002–2008; EA Staff 
2014–Present)
Chris and his wife Magz welcomed their 
daughter Emmie into the world in the early 
summer of 2021. In June, Chris then attended 
the Hockey European Championship A 
Division as Assistant Coach for Scotland 
Women, before being made interim Head 
Coach for Scotland in July. Chris’s role as 
Head Coach will be to guide the squad 
through the World Cup Qualification 
tournament in October 2021. He continues 
to study for a PhD in ‘Team Coordination  
in Sport’ at the University of Edinburgh  
and remains Director of Hockey at the  
Edinburgh Academy.

Natasha Garland-Todd (nee Todd)   
(EA 2007–09)
Natasha and Conor are delighted to announce 
the birth of their son, Jasper John Garland, in 
Edinburgh on 8 July 2021. Natasha was also 
the Artist in Residence in 2015. 

Alice Loudon (EA 2007–09) 
While studying Architecture at university, 
Alice and her partner started Hidden Bothy 
Designs in 2021. They design and make 
furniture in Edinburgh using locally sourced 
materials - Scottish oak and ash from a 
sawmill in Fife, and fabrics from the Isle of 
Bute. In June they had a pop-up shop in 
Stockbridge, showcasing their unique and 
stylish furniture, all inspired by the Scottish 
landscape.

Jennifer White (EA 2008–10)  
Jennifer achieved a degree in Criminology at 
Napier University before pursuing a career 
in animal rights in London. She has been 
working at People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals for the past six years in various roles 
in their press department. Jennifer has now 
been appointed Media and Communications 
Manager, and has appeared on Good 
Morning Britain, This Morning, and Channel 
5, discussing animal rights issues. Jennifer 
writes: “I have protested in Pamplona against 
the Running of the Bulls, celebrated a fur-
free catwalk outside London Fashion Week, 
and visited PETA US’s Community Animal 
Project, which works tirelessly to improve the 
lives of thousands of animals in Virginia and 
North Carolina”. / 17

2011 – 2020 
Jamie Farndale (1997–2011) 
Jamie graduated from Edinburgh Napier 
University with a First Class Honours 
degree in Business Management, whilst also 
continuing his career as an international 
rugby player. Jamie plays for the Scotland 
Rugby 7s team and Edinburgh Rugby, 
and represented Scotland in the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. He is currently living 
in London, playing for the GB7s team. / 18

Angus Lutton (EA 1999–2012)
Congratulations to Angus, who in December 
2020 passed his APC and has since begun his 
role as a Chartered Surveyor.

Matthew Nimbley (EA 1999–2012)  
As an Assistant Banking Manager at 
Hampden & Co, Matthew has reached the 
final of The Chartered Banker Institute’s 
Young Banker of the Year 2021. He has 
reached the final with the idea of introducing 
a monthly electronic bank statement 
that utilises an API software to translate 
spending data into its carbon footprint. The 
monthly e-statement would then provide 
personalised consumption feedback, 
educating its clients whilst seeking to instil 
more eco-friendly spending habits. Matthew 
was also awarded The Chartered Banker 
Institute’s Hutton Prize for the highest mark 
achieved within the Associate Chartered 
Banker Diploma, before successfully 
completing his Certificate in Mortgage Advice 
and Practice qualification with the London 
Institute of Banking & Finance.  / 19
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Eric Burnett (EA Staff 2005–15)   
With a desire for some personal adventure, 
Eric is set to complete the cycle from Land’s 
End to John O’ Groats, the Cateran Yomp, 
and the Nijmegen March, all in aid of the 
ABF, The Soldiers’ Charity. Eric writes: “The 
cycle from Land’s End to John O’Groats 
got underway on Sunday 8 August. Being 
unsupported for most of the trek meant 
carrying everything on my bike, and many 
trials had been completed to reduce the 
weight of myself and Bob - you’ve just got 
to give your bike a name! Slowly I wound my 
way north, and on Saturday 21 August ‘Bob’ 
carried me into John O’ Groats.” The Yomp 
takes place in September in the foothills 
of the Cairngorm Mountains where teams 
battle through 54 miles in 24 hours across 
the rugged terrain. The Nijmegen Marches 
(postponed until 2022) is an international 
road marching event in Holland, covering 100 
miles in 4 days. “PS bike for sale!” / 20

Stefan Cunningham (EA 2003–16)    
After graduating from King’s College London 
in 2019, with a degree in Musicology, 
Stefan has recently completed his Master’s 
degree at the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama. In February 2020 he was awarded 
the prestigious British Flute Society Young 
Artist prize, which took place in Regents Hall, 
London. Competitors travelled from as far 
as mainland Europe, and some even further! 
We’re also delighted to hear that he won 
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama’s 
department prize, Needlemakers’ Prize for 
Woodwind. / 21
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Tom Stavert (EA 2008–16)     
Tom has graduated from the University 
of Strathclyde with a First Class degree in 
Chemical Engineering. He was awarded 
the Professor A W Scott Prize for achieving 
the best Final Honours mark in his class. 
Having also received a studentship from the 
University of Strathclyde (Student Excellence 
Awards, Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Research Council), Tom will be going on 
to do a PhD in the Chemical Engineering 
Department, where his project will focus 
on molecular stimulation with the goal of 
using a computational model to design new 
materials for carbon capture.

Duncan Currie (EA 2004–17)    
In July, Duncan graduated with a First Class 
degree in Film and Visual Culture from the 
University of Aberdeen. He is now looking 
forward to completing a Master’s in Film and 
Television Production at the MetFilm School 
in 2022.

Ross Macnaughton (EA 2010–2017)    
Congratulations to Ross, who has graduated 
this summer with a 2:1 in Law with English 
Law LLB (Hons) from the University of 
Aberdeen. Ross is the fifth generation of his 
family in a row to graduate from Aberdeen. 
He is now moving down to London to start 
working for Santander Consumer Finance as 
their Operations Graduate.

Ren Quantrill (EA 2013–2017)   
In August 2021, Ren was selected for the 
Great Britain Baseball Team at the U23 
European Baseball Championships in 
Verona. Great Britain came fourth, the 
highest ever finish for GB at the U23 level 
and Ren was the first Scottish representative 
in a decade. / 22

Angus Matthews (EA 2013–2019)   
Currently studying Mathematics at the 
University of Cambridge, Angus was recently 
awarded the Foundation Scholarship and 
the Foundress Prize at Pembroke College for 
an excellent performance in his second year 
exams. 

Jamie Rintoul (EA 2006–2019)   
Jamie, now in his second year at Pembroke 
College, Cambridge University, received his 
Full Blue as Cambridge defeated Oxford in 
the varsity hockey match. Jamie provided 
the assist for Cambridge’s only goal in the 
fourth minute, with Oxford levelling up in 
the second half. The Light Blues emerged as 
victorious on shuffles (5-3). Congratulations 
Jamie! / 23

Jenny Isherwood (EA Staff 2015–present)   
Jenny, Head of Adventure and Outdoor 
Learning at the Academy, caught up with 
James Fontana (EA 2007–2016) in July, and 
has written: “James Fontana can only be 
described as a ‘thriver’. Resilient to the core, 
he treats setbacks in life as experiences to 
learn from, and challenges as an essential 
ingredient. If you need an injection of 
inspiration, try and grab a cuppa and a chat 
with James. We recently enjoyed a swim (in 
a river of course!) and discussed how we 
can help our learners at the Academy and 
the wider community to understand and 
develop a resilient and thriving mindset. 
There is no-one better to join the keynote 
speaker team for our 2021 7ths leadership 
conference than James, who will share the 
stage with our 2020/21 Head Ephor, Samuel 
Chittleburgh.” / 24
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Staff obituaries

Philip J C Greene (EA Staff 1973–95)  
on 21 December 2020 in Aberdeenshire
Philip had a flourishing career as a solo and 
orchestral clarinettist when he began teaching 
at the Academy. Initially, he was employed as 
a peripatetic clarinet teacher, and sparked a 
huge interest in woodwind playing; he was 
soon offered a full-time post. Many of his 
pupils gained outstanding results and played 
a full part in the School’s concert bands and 
wind ensembles, which Philip directed with 
distinction. His sons, Mark (EA 1977-88) and 
Carl (EA 1986-1999), attended the Academy 
and became accomplished musicians.

When pupil James Craig (EA 1963–76) 
produced a tenor saxophone and suggested 
forming a dance band with a few friends and 
staff members, Kevin Anderson (EA Staff 
1971–86) and Alan Jarman (EA Staff 1964–96), 
Philip (in James’ words) “agreed to supervise 
this mayhem… dusting off his long-forgotten 
and unloved alto [saxophone]”. The Dance 
Band soon became an Academy musical 
treasure. Philip’s leadership was the opposite 
of autocratic – in concerts he would often walk 
away from the podium to listen – but in his 
calm, gentle way he knew exactly how to bring 
the best out of his players. Performances 
outside school testified to Philip’s keenness 
to engage with the local community, and later 
there were successful tours to Orkney in 
1984 and 1991. Philip embraced saxophone 
teaching and eventually formed the Scottish 
Saxophone Quartet.

I fully agree with David Stewart (EA Staff 1963–
96), who taught alongside Philip, that Philip 
was the “most gracious and accommodating 
colleague” – and a versatile schoolmaster 
too, helping with other pursuits such as 
cricket, squash, and hill-walking. In an active 
and fruitful retirement, Philip continued to 
make music: in 2007 he produced a delightful 
album with his son Mark, Ebony and Rosewood, 
comprising his own arrangements of music for 
clarinet and marimba; and there were further 
recordings and concerts with local musicians 
in his last decade in Aberdeenshire, where 
he settled very happily with JoAnne. He was 
also active as an artist, developing his own 
‘Prismatic Shapeism’, and a poet.

Philip’s final Dance Band concert in 1995 lives 
in the memory. The Band that day included 
two notable former pupils who became 
professional saxophonists. Phil Bancroft (EA 
1976–85) writes: “The thing that stands out 
above everything – and he was an insightful, 
precise and engaged teacher and a very, very 
good classical clarinettist – was what a really 
lovely man he was”. James Craig, reluctantly 
attending the Duke Ellington Usher Hall 
concert in 1973 on Philip’s insistence, wrote “I 
can quite honestly say that Philip changed my 
life. I was marched into that concert by Philip 
all set to be an architect, but… thank you, 
Philip Greene, yessir!”
With thanks to Philip Coad (EA Staff 1989–2017) 

Sheena Graham (EA Staff 1988–2003) 
on 20 September 2020
Sheena Graham was a wonderful music 
teacher who inspired many pupils in the 
Junior School. Having spoken to Calum 
Robertson (EA 1994–2007), himself a 
wonderful musician, he passes on his 
memories: “My earliest memory of Miss 
Graham was during my time in Primary 1, 
when she came to our classroom, to teach 
music, in the, now demolished, portacabin in 
Denham Green. Another is learning Macavity 
from Cats and entering the Edinburgh 
Competition Festival with a patter song. 
Her conducting was vigorous and totally 
immersed in the music, focusing on diction 
and performance. When we weren’t on best 
behaviour she used to say, “If you behave 
like that in the Senior School you’ll be eaten 
alive!” But she had the warmest of smiles 
which showed she cared for us and loved 
choral singing. I’ll never forget the red, green 
and gold spectacles!” Barbara Robertson, 

(EA Staff 1994–2018), Calum’s mother, says 
she was thrilled when Sheena asked Calum 
to play piano at assemblies, however Sheena 
was always anxious as he never used any 
music! 

There is no doubt that Sheena and 
her choir loved taking part in local 
competitions, which often they won. But 
most important of all was her enthusiasm, 
hard work and dedication ensuring a 
first class performance. Sheena was also 
musical director of several P5 Christmas 
presentations! Working closely alongside 
Richard Gray, they produced some 
memorable performances.

Outside school Sheena was a keen golfer 
and a member of Prestonfield Golf Club. She 
later married Andrew Napier, and became 
principal carer for her mother for many 
years. Sheena left the Academy to move 
north and she secured a position inspiring 
and teaching children brass instruments. 
With thanks to Lesley Paterson (EA Staff 
1990–2018)

Richard (Dick) C Rothery  
(EA Bursar 1989–2000) 
on 20 June 2021 in Gifford
Dick, as he was always known, arrived to take 
over as Bursar in 1989 at a critical time when 
the Academy was expanding and developing. 
His skills were precisely what were required. 
He had a gracious manner, but a steely 
resolve that ensured that all problems were 
overcome with speed and efficiency. 

After school he joined the Royal East Kent 
Regiment (the Buffs) in 1962 for National 
Service. This experience encouraged him 
to take a full commission, and he served 
in many of the troubled areas of the world 
including Northern Ireland, where sound 
judgement and diplomatic understanding 
were needed at all times. He ended his 
military career as Commanding Officer of 
Depot, The King’s Division, The Royal Irish 
Rangers in Ballymena. 

He made the transition from the military 
environment to the free-for-all of a school 
smoothly and competently. He dealt with 
cleaners, Rectors, teachers, and kept a 
special eye on the CCF. He coped with a 

SCHOOL OBITUARIES
As we remember and pay tribute to those members of the Academical 
community who have died recently, we note our thanks to Tony Cook (EA 1951-
61; EA Staff 1975–2003), who kindly compiled this year’s obituary notices. We 
also extend our thanks and condolences to the families and friends who have 
provided us with tributes to their loved ones, which we have included here.

Philip J C Greene  
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serious dry rot problem in the Main Hall, and 
left the School in such good shape that his 
successor was instantly attracted to the job, 
giving him full credit for the state of things. 
He was wonderfully complemented by his 
wife, Pam, who hosted generously at their 
home in Gifford on retirement.
With thanks to Tony Cook (EA 1951–61; EA Staff 
1975–2003)

George Houston (EA Staff 1986–91)  
on 8 March 2021
George was born in Birmingham, studied for 
his degree at Bristol University, but spent 
most of his adult life in Scotland. His first 
teaching job was at Glenalmond where he 
met and married Carol, and where their three 
children were born. In 1986 George moved 
on his own to Edinburgh, to teach Chemistry, 
with some Physics, at the Academy. George 
came in with tremendous energy and 
enthusiasm, and a great fondness for water 
sports. He was an expert canoeist and a 
keen sailor. He loved to share his knowledge 
and to teach. Though he had an Army 
background there was a need for someone to 
run the Academy Naval Section and George 
willingly stepped into the dark blue uniform. 
To everything he tackled he brought, not 
only expertise and enthusiasm, but total 
commitment - in the labs, on parade, on the 
water and in the Careers Department. 

George left the Academy in 1991 to enroll on 
a wooden boat-building course at Lowestoft. 
This led to a job with the legendary Clyde 
yard, McGruer’s of Clynder. They soon had 
him in charge of apprentices, and health 
and safety – not really what he had signed 
up for – so he headed back south. He took a 
job with the Jubilee Trust building their new 
square-rigger Tenacious. The trust exists to 
“integrate both able-bodied and disabled 

Academical  
obituaries

1931–1940
John L Harris (1928–33) 
John came to the Academy aged six and 
stayed for five years before going to Oriel 
School and thence to Malvern College. He 
left there in 1941, going to Jesus College, 
Cambridge. Medicine was his chosen career, 
which he pursued at St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London from 1943 until 1946. He spent the 
rest of his working life as a GP.

Harold Cameron (EA 1930–39) 
on 25 March 2021 in Canada 
Harold was home schooled initially, 
then, after a couple of local schools, 
went to Mackenzie House. He later 
enrolled at Edinburgh University to read 
Medicine. Harold carried out an amazing 
correspondence with the School, mostly 
with Alan Fyfe (EA 1957–69; EA Staff 
2006–12) when he edited The Academical. 
He remembers as a 17 year old listening to 
Neville Chamberlain’s announcement that we 
were at war with Germany. On 16 October 
1939 four Heinkel bombers were shot down 
by Spitfires from Drem, and he found the 
wreckage of one in a field. He climbed into 
the cockpit and grabbed a fragment of 
broken windshield that he fashioned into a 
model Heinkel that always sat on his desk. 
As Medicine was a reserved occupation he 
was not called up, but as he saw some of 
his classmates coming home wounded, he 
immediately got permission from the Dean 
to join up. He joined Bomber Command, 
flying Wellingtons. On return from war, he 
completed his medical degree and emigrated 
to Canada where he spent the rest of his life 
as an anaesthetist in Ontario.

John T Williamson (EA 1932–40)  
on 18 October 2019 
At age nine John attended the Edinburgh 
Academy which was a daily commute of 40 
kilometres, involving two train trips and a 
tram each way; quite something for a small 
boy. Eventually he boarded. He remembers 
that he worked hard at school but was 
always in the ‘Modern’ classes studying STEM 
subjects whereas the clever boys would be 
in the ‘Classics’ stream studying Latin and 
Greek Philosophy. After school he studied 
Civil Engineering at Edinburgh University, 
although he wasn’t your stereotypical 
university student: his entire social life 
revolved around the Edinburgh Academicals’ 
socials and sporting Club. In the Edinburgh 
Accies he had found his tribe and Edinburgh 
was his natural habitat. 

persons through tall ship sailing” – and in this 
case tall ship building. There he met Barbara, 
who became his partner and soulmate until 
her death in November 2020. Latterly they 
lived at Balvicar, on Seil Island, south of 
Oban. Their dream of restoring the elderly 
wooden cutter, Wave Song, they had bought 
in the south and sailed north sadly was 
not possible as Barbara’s MS progressed. 
But George nevertheless found an ideal 
job which could fit around his caring. He 
skippered one of the Seafari RIBs, taking 
tourists on whale and dolphin watching, and 
for exciting rides through the Corryvreckan. 

His son, Ben, said George was “in his element 
with Seafari” with “a voice ideally suited for 
outdoor education!”. It gave full expression to 
his “enthusiasm for Scotland, life, boats and 
the sea”. Ben also praised his Dad’s “eternal 
optimism”, his desire to “always to help 
others”, “rarely considering his own needs”, 
and quite simply “the kindest person out”.

George is survived by Ben, his daughters, 
Rachel (EA 1989–91) and Sarah, and by his 
grandchildren. They will all miss him dearly, 
as will his many friends, colleagues, and the 
local community around Balvicar, not least in 
the annual panto!
With thanks to Rob Cowie (EA Staff 1963–2000)

Irene MacKenzie (EA Staff 1990–94)  
on Friday 23 April 2021 in St Andrews
When it was decided in 1990 that the 
Academy would take girl boarders, 
Mackenzie House was converted into a 
house for junior boys and girls in their final 
two years. In order to help with this change, 
a Girls’ Matron was sought and an ideal 
candidate for the post was found in Irene 
Mackenzie. Widowed in her 40s, she had 
a wide experience of working with young 
people. In 1973 she had set up one of the 
first Play in Hospital schemes at the Western 
General and had been a Matron at Fettes 
College. Irene quickly won the respect and 
admiration of all the boarders in Mackenzie 
House, but particularly of the senior girls 
who valued her great sense of humour and 
ready smile and knew they would always find 
in her both kindly support and wise counsel. 
She gave of her time selflessly and had a 
positive and lasting influence on those with 
whom she worked, both boarders as well 
as other members of the Mackenzie House 
team. On leaving the Academy she continued 
to volunteer with the Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
in Edinburgh and latterly for North East Fife 
Homestart until well into her 90s. Irene was a 
much loved mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. 
With thanks to Tim Blackmore  
(EA Staff 1973–2012)

George Houston 
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John emigrated with his family to New 
Zealand in 1968 but he returned most years 
for a holiday. He would break his long-haul 
flights in Singapore where he’d stay with 
his old school friend Eric Stevenson. A keen 
sportsman, he played rugby for Edinburgh 
Accies until he was married in 1957. He 
treasured the lifelong friendships and 
camaraderie of the Club. He was survived 
by his wife Margaret and their three children 
as well as grand and great-grandchildren. 
Margaret died in March 2021. 
With thanks to John’s son, Peter Williamson

1941–1950
David S Ritchie (EA 1929–41)  
on 24 September 2020 in Edinburgh
David was born in Edinburgh to Professor 
William (EA 1884–90) and Madeline Ritchie. 
After attending Cambridge University, 
where he was awarded a rugby blue and 
captained the Corpus Christi side, he joined 
the Royal Navy, training at Greenwich 
College. He served on HMS Berwick and HMS 
Newfoundland with the British Pacific Fleet 
in China, Japan and Australia as an Instructor 
Lieutenant. In 1947 he married Heather 
McLennan at St Giles Cathedral Edinburgh. 
He joined Barr and Stroud in Glasgow, in 
1948, progressing from Scientific Instrument 
Engineer to Company Director. He invented 
a number of optical and electronic systems, 
some of which were patented. His wife 
Heather died in 1987. In 1988 he met Astrid 
Huggins (née Chalmers Watson), and they 
married in 1989. Together they had 31 years 
of marriage. 

He was approached in 1987 to become 
a Trustee of the James Clerk Maxwell 
Foundation, which was formed in 1977 
to honour and promote the memory and 
scientific contributions of James Clerk 
Maxwell (EA 1841–47). David filled many 
roles for the Foundation, showing great 
energy and dedication. In 1993, as Director 
of Development for the Foundation, he 
orchestrated the raising of £500,000 to 
enable the purchase of 14 India Street, the 
birthplace of Clerk Maxwell. He donated a 
fine portrait of Clerk Maxwell which now 
hangs in the ‘Maxwell Room’ in the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh along with a hologram 
of the Maxwell statue, situated in George 
Street. In 1999 he founded the James Clerk 
Maxwell Cancer Research Fund with a group 
of oncologists.

A supporter of the School for many years, 
grandchildren and great-nephews can 
remember fondly his talks to classes on 
Clerk Maxwell, his keen interest in how the 
introduction of PCs to the School might 
affect teaching methods, and discussions on 
the evolving quality of turf from a pre-war 
Raeburn Place to the early 21st century. 
He is survived by Astrid, four children, two 
stepdaughters, 10 grandchildren, three step 
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
With thanks to David’s son, Alastair Ritchie (EA 
1966–70) and great-nephew Hamish Campbell 
(EA 1991–2004)

Sir Francis D Clark (EA 1932–42)  
on 20 December 2019 
Attending Edinburgh Academy at both the 
Prep School and Senior School, Francis 
particularly enjoyed rugby, cricket and 
athletics. Leaving in 1943 to join the Royal 
Navy, he commenced his war service on 
convoy duty in the Mediterranean aboard 
RHNS Apostolis, and latterly served aboard 
the minesweeper HMS Pincher. After the 
war, he left the family home in Edinburgh’s 
Wester Coates, moving to London to join a 
cousin in the family business, Clark Travel 
Service, and continued there as a director 
for 30 years. He worked in travel consultancy 
until retirement in the 1980s, and moved to 
North Norfolk where he remained settled 
for the next 25 years. He lost his wife, Mary, 
in 1994 and suffered ill health of his own 
in 2009, and returned to Scotland. By this 
time he had succeeded his elder brother, 
John D Clark (EA 1931–34), to a baronetcy 
originally conferred by Queen Victoria upon 
their great grandfather, Thomas Clark, the 
well-known theological publisher (and Lord 
Provost of Edinburgh from 1885 to 1888). Sir 
Thomas’s son, also Thomas (EA 1896–1905) 
was Francis’s father. Francis spent his final 
decade living near his son and grandchildren 
in North Berwick, the town where, back in 

the 1930s, he had spent fondly remembered 
weeks of seaside holiday in the days when 
the Academy’s summer breaks extended 
through the month of September. 
With thanks to Francis’s son, Edward Clark

Robert (Robin) I Marshall (EA 1937–43)  
on 26 October 2020 
Robin was at the Academy for the beginning 
of his education, leaving at the end of Geits 
for Merchiston Castle School. After school 
he did National Service in Egypt and then 
qualified as a CA in Edinburgh, before joining 
Thomson McLintock in London. He then 
joined the Distillers Company (1960–64), 
followed by several general management 
appointments, including company 
directorships and latterly consultancy. He 
married Jennifer Cox in 1961. Robin was a 
former Accies captain, and played for the 
team that won the Unofficial Championship 
in 1955/6.

Kenneth G Bell (EA 1935–44)  
on 29 July 2021 
Kenneth was a trail blazing chef and 
restaurateur who revolutionised gastronomy 
in Britain during the 1960s. After school he 
hoped to join the Royal Artillery. However, 
realising that his poor eyesight precluded 
his intended career, he became one of the 
first Britons to attend the prestigious Hotel 
School of Lausanne. Here, Kenneth won the 
prize for best in all courses. He went on to 
own and run the Elizabeth Restaurant in 
Oxford. In 1966 he bought the Thornbury 
Castle in Buckinghamshire, quickly making 
his mark as he was named Chef of the Year 
by Egon Ronay who called the Thornbury ‘a 
gastronomic Glyndebourne’. He was the first 
British chef to be awarded an MBE in 1973 
and this was followed by a star in the first 
British edition of the Michelin Guide in 1974. 
On retirement he lived in the Dordogne for a 
while, migrating back to Bristol and finally to 
Padstow, Cornwall.

John T Williamson Sir Francis D Clark 

David S Ritchie 
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Tommy McClung (EA 1938–40; 1942–44)   
on 6 October 2020 in Edinburgh 
Tommy’s early years of schooling were 
spent at the Academy, where he showed his 
athletic and intellectual prowess, becoming 
Dux of the Prep, breaking three sprint 
records and excelling at rugby. He went on 
to Sedbergh School, followed by Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, to read Agriculture. 
Tommy helped the light blues to victory in 
1954 before returning to Edinburgh to join 
the family firm of potato merchants. He 
joined EAFC, helping them win the Unofficial 
Club Championship in 1955/6, and captained 
the Accies in 1959/60. He won nine Scotland 
caps at centre and stand-off. After retiring 
as a player he became a popular committee 
member and President of the Club (1984–
86). He was also a keen golfer, the oldest 
member of Turnberry. He is survived by his 
wife Marion and three children, Fraser (EA 
1968–77), Gilbert (EA 1969–78) and Celia. 

George Smillie (EA 1934–44)   
on 12 June 2020 in Falkirk 
No details, as requested by his widow.

Norman W H Duguid (EA 1944–45)   
on 25 January 2021 
Norman was at the Academy briefly, from 
Prep VA to Geits. After National Service in the 
Army he started his own business growing 
mushrooms in Hampshire. It was a challenge 
at first, but success followed, and he was at 
the forefront of the new technology needed 
in this branch of agriculture.

Frederick G Anderson (EA 1936–46)   
on 2 October 2020 
Frederick embraced life at school with 
enthusiasm, becoming an excellent shot in 
the VIII, a Sergeant in the JTC winning the 
Corporals’ Cup, and a keen member of the 
Athletics Team. He was an able scientist and 
secured a place at Edinburgh University to 
study Medicine. He graduated MB ChB in 
1951. His first job was as House Physician 
and House Surgeon in Leith Hospital, which 
was followed by his National Service in the 
Medical Branch of the RAF. After this he 
moved to the Royal Portsmouth Hospital as 

a House Physician for a year before a year at 
Bangor General Hospital, finally settling back 
in Edinburgh in 1956 as a GP. He married 
Helen Wood in 1962 and they had two sons, 
Frank (EA 1968–81) and John (EA 1972–84).

John E Dangerfield (EA 1938–47)  
on 15 October 2020  
John became one of Britain’s most 
accomplished exhibition and museum 
gallery architects. His talent first surfaced as 
a Geit, when his art teacher, Albert Dodds, 
predicted an architectural career for him. He 
won two drawing prizes when he was in the 
Vths, before his family moved to Australia. 
Here he attended Geelong Grammar School. 
He married Adrienne Penn in 1959 and 
had two children and four grandchildren. 
He qualified as an architect in NSW before 
returning to the UK in 1961. John worked 
for Sir Basil Spence on projects culminating 
in the Knightsbridge Barracks for the 
Household Cavalry. In 1971 John set up his 
own business, John Dangerfield Associates, 
moving into exhibition and cultural work. 
He designed a prize winning demountable 
mobile theatre for the National Eisteddfod of 
Wales, and in the late 1980s led the design 
team for two phases of the Imperial War 
Museum’s permanent historical exhibition. 
He continued on with impressive structures 
from The Bodleian and Museum of the 
History of Science in Oxford to the Museum 
of Coastal Defence in Hong Kong.

Kenneth L Grant (EA 1945–47) 
on 29 August 2020 in Gattonside  
Ken went to primary school in Galashiels, 
where he made lifelong friends, Nick 
Cuthbert (EA 1944–50), Alex Mann (EA 
1944–50) and Dave McCaig (1944–48), 
who, like him, moved on to the Academy. 
He left school early to join the family 
business, JG Lindsay & Son, Decorators 
and Painting Contractors, and completed 
his apprenticeship in Glasgow. Ken joined 
the army in 1950, one of the happiest 
experiences of his life. He joined the Royal 
Horse Guards and rose to the rank of Full 
Corporal, two stripes and a crown. Ken 
returned to run the family business, which 
closed in 1995. In 1971/2 Ken was President 
of the Scottish Decorators’ Federation. He 
loved all sports and played water polo for 
Gala ASC, but his great love was rugby. He 
played for the Gala club for many years 
and was selected to play for the South of 
Scotland. In 1956, he captained a young Gala 
Sevens team, which won Hawick Sevens, 
rating this victory as possibly his best rugby 
achievement. He married Ann in 1960, and 
with two young daughters they moved back 
to Gattonside. Ann died in 2012. His eldest 
daughter married a Kiwi and moved to 
New Zealand. Ken loved his visits to Napier, 

especially dancing in the streets during 
the Art Deco celebrations. Ken has five 
grandchildren whom he adored. Born and 
died with an Eildon view, Ken was a man 
of charm, character and wit and is dearly 
missed by Jane, Kim, Rona and their families.
With thanks to Ken’s daughter, Jane Sutherland.

1951–1960
Patrick W E Paterson (EA 1940–52)  
on 20 January 2021 at Rockhampton, 
Queensland, Australia
Patrick, the youngest brother of James V 
Paterson (EA 1933–1939; 1940–46) and 
Walter G Paterson (EA 1936–48), was the 
founder and Managing Director of a long 
established and successful security company 
in Central Queensland. He was a passionate 
supporter and major sponsor of local 
sport throughout the region, including the 
thoroughbred horse racing, trotting, and 
greyhound industries. As an avid punter 
and owner of many greyhounds and horses 
over the years he was a regular and popular 
fixture at the racetrack. Patrick passed 
away peacefully after a short battle with 
pneumonia. He is survived by his son John, 
daughter Fiona, six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.
With thanks to Patrick’s son, J Robert Paterson

David M Shewan (EA 1944–52)  
on 1 May 2021 
David was a scientist of distinction at school 
and was awarded the TA Nelson Prize for 
Mathematics before moving to Glenalmond 
for his final school years. From there he went 
to Trinity College, Cambridge, gaining a BA 
in Natural Sciences. His studies continued 
at Edinburgh for his MB ChB and lastly a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons 
(FRCS) in 1968. David became a Consultant 
Anaesthetist at the County Hospital in 
Lincoln. His great enthusiasms were skiing 
and sailing. He married Rita Morison in 1965 
with whom he had a son, Michael and a 
daughter Jane.
With thanks to David’s brother, Andrew Shewan 
(EA 1949–57)

Tommy McClung 

Patrick W E Paterson 
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returned to Vancouver as a consultant 
until his retirement in 2005. His true legacy 
remains in the protection of parks in Canada. 
In 2012 he gave money for the refurbishment 
of Blair House. 

Keith L Younie (EA 1945–53)   
in Vancouver, Canada  
Keith boarded first in Mackenzie and then 
Jeffrey House. He won a writing prize, 
the Rector’s Prize for reading in hall, the 
Balfour Music Prize (‘Cello) and was PSM 
in the CCF. He was in the 1st XV and 1st XI. 
Mathematics was his real forte, however, 
winning mathematics prizes throughout his 
school years. He was awarded a scholarship 
to Wadham College, Oxford, where he 
graduated with a BA in Mathematics in 1956. 
After two years of National Service he then 
became a Fellow of the Chartered Institute 
of Actuaries, working for Standard Life 
Assurance Company. He married Christine 
Watson in 1964 and emigrated to Canada, 
where he spent the rest of his life. 

James (Jake) Millar (EA 1945–54)   
on 11 January in Edinburgh  
Jake was a talented sportsman and 
mathematician and a much respected 
member of the Academical community. He 
was awarded 1st XV Colours and played 
1st XI cricket for three seasons, winning 
the KW Marshall Fielding Prize. He was a 
Senior Ephor, CSM of the CCF and gained 
a distinction in A-level Mathematics. He 
went to Caius College, Cambridge, and was 
contemporary with Tommy McClung (EA 
1938–40; 1942–44). After achieving a BA 
in Engineering he worked for Kinnear and 
Gordon before two years of National Service 
in the Royal Engineers. His working life then 
revolved around construction and concrete 
companies. 

Jake is best loved for his stalwart 
contribution to the Accies Rugby teams over 
a rich period of success and was captain 
of the Accies in 1962/3. He was also an 
accomplished golfer playing off one, and a 
member of Bruntsfield links for 62 years. 
Jake will be remembered as having a great 
sense of humour and made many sincere 
friendships. He married Doreen Brown in 
1963 and had three children. 

Alan K E Hagopian (EA 1942–55)   
on 12 November 2020  
Alan was a talented scientist at school, 
going on to study A-Levels in Physics and 
Chemistry that led to an honours degree 
at Edinburgh University. This was followed 
by a PhD in Physical Chemistry. In 1963 he 
worked at Florida State University for two 
years as a Post Doc. Research Assistant 
receiving a Fellowship in 1966. He spent 

the next two years at the University of 
Leeds Chemistry Department as a Senior 
Experimental Officer before returning to 
Florida. It was here he developed an interest 
in Radiation Chemistry, becoming the 
Professional Specialist at the University of 
Notre Dame, Indiana. He stayed in Indiana 
working for Miles Laboratories as Manager 
of Science and Information Services and 
supervisor of product and project literature 
for Bayer AG. 

Harry G Usher (EA 1944–55)  
on 10 January 2021 in Tranent   
When Harry’s family moved to Edinburgh, 
from Perthshire, he joined Prep IIIB. He 
became Pipe Major, a CCF Marksman, 
Captain of Chess and treasurer of the 
Scientific and Mathematical Society. He 
was Captain of the 2nd XV and a high 
jumper in the Athletics team. His academic 
achievements were the most remarkable. 
He was awarded the Kyd Classics Prize in 
the Vths, the JP Simon Prize for Physics 
and every single medal and prize in Maths, 
culminating in being crowned Dux in 1955. 
Harry was awarded an open scholarship 
to Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated with a First Class 
Honours degree in Engineering, completing 
the three year course in two. After 
graduating he travelled throughout Africa, 
before joining ICI, followed by Slumberdown. 
He soon started his own business, HG Usher 
& Co, specialising in legal computer software. 
He was at the forefront in this area, creating 
a package called ‘ULegal’, which remained in 
use for over 20 years.

He never stopped challenging himself and 
aged 65 completed a Computer Science 
Degree at Heriot Watt. He had a wide range 
of hobbies and interests from rowing, golf, 
squash and jogging to game-shooting and 
politics. He is part of an amazing Academy 
family with 10 cousins, four uncles, father, 
grandfather, brother and great-great-
grandfather having attended. His two 
children, Georgina (EA 1988–90) and Eric (EA 
1980–93) have both had impactful lives, of 
which he was most proud.

W Douglas Annan (EA 1951–1956)   
on 16 August 2020   
Douglas joined the Edinburgh Academy in 
1951, travelling daily to school on the historic 
trams. He enjoyed his schooldays, did well 
academically and retained fond memories of 
some of his schoolmasters. He was a keen 
member of the Ben Dorain Club, making 
many friends with whom he walked and 
talked, climbed and dined for the rest of 
his life. He was a “Munro bagger”, ticking off 
the majority before he grew less fit and the 
remaining summits less accessible. Obtaining 

Thomas Burns (EA 1939–52)   
on 21 August 2021  
Whilst at the Academy, Tom was in the Army 
Corps. He was a great shot and competed at 
Bisley. He was also a keen curler and played 
for Midlothian against America and Canada. 
He had a golf handicap of five, at his best, 
and he was a life member of Bruntsfield 
Links in Edinburgh, Royal Dornoch and 
Muirfield. Tom loved his fishing and was 
lucky enough to fish on many of the great 
Scottish rivers: the Spey, the Helmsdale, the 
Brora, the Dee and the Naver. He survived 
an aneurysm in 2009, when he was fishing 
on the River Naver, about as far away from a 
hospital as you could get. The doctors said it 
was a miracle he survived. However, he was a 
survivor and a fighter. He sadly lost his leg in 
2018 after a long battle and two operations. 
Tom’s family feel very lucky to have spent 
so many memorable times together and 
are grateful to have been with him at home, 
where he died peacefully. 
With thanks to Tom’s son, Andrew Burns (EA 
1970–84)

Ken Farquharson (EA 1947–53)   
on 8 August 2021  
Ken spent his early years in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania, before going to Kenton College, 
Nairobi. In 1947 he arrived at the Academy, 
where he became head of Jeffrey House, 
Head Ephor, the Under Officer of the 
CCF and was awarded 1st XV Colours. 
Academically he was unsurpassed as a 
mathematician, winning every prize and 
medal possible. This marked him out 
for Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated with honours in Civil 
Engineering. He became a Member of the 
Institute of Civil Engineers in 1962, followed 
by a Diploma at Imperial College. He joined 
a firm of consulting engineers in London, 
and his introduction to Canada proved to 
be where the main part of his career took 
place. After masterminding the building of a 
dam and a bridge he turned his mind to the 
impact that these had on the environment 
and founded Sigma Resource Consulting to 
try and address the issues generated. He 
returned to Scotland in 1984 for 10 years 
to manage the family estate in Angus, but 

Thomas Burns 
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entry to Corpus Christi, Cambridge, he 
combined his studies with rowing. He was 
accustomed to the water, spending holidays 
on the Berwickshire Coast where he learned 
to make and use lobster creels, and to avoid 
the rocks. After graduation, he taught for a 
year at Haberdasher’s Askes’ School, before 
returning to Edinburgh to study for a PhD 
in the Biochemistry Department. From 
1964 onwards he lived in Ayr with his family, 
working at the Hannah Dairy Research 
Institute and still finding time for climbing, 
travelling, curling and regularly attending 
Edinburgh Festivals and Scottish Opera. His 
last few years were darkened by ill health, 
and because of the pandemic, few of his 
friends were able to attend his funeral.
With thanks to Douglas’ widow, Wendy Annan

Jeremy M Burnet (EA 1943–56) 
on 15 April 2021 in Edinburgh
Jeremy was a keen sportsman, playing rugby, 
squash and, in particular, golf, which came 
to be an important part of his life. On leaving 
school he joined the Royal Scots for National 
Service, after which he became apprenticed 
as a CA with Graham Smart and Annan. He 
qualified in 1963 with distinction, winning 
the CA Institute’s Gold Medal. He then, most 
importantly, met Jen Ness. They married 
and moved to London, where he worked 
for Thomson McLintock. Jeremy returned 
to Edinburgh in 1969 and to Graham Smart 
and Annan, retiring as Senior Audit Partner 
in 1995. His contributions to charity were 
immense. Being a director of the Scotland 
Business Achievement Award Trust for 15 
years, Jeremy raised millions for Scottish 
charities through dinners, often in innovative 
venues like the Palace of Holyrood or the 
Scottish Vintage Bus Museum. He had 
two adopted sons, Ned (EA 1973–82) and 
Stephen (EA 1976–89). When Jeremy’s sister 
Woozy died in 1996 they welcomed her son 
Neil (Grant) (EA 1983–94), into their home. 
Stephen writes: “He will be remembered by 
everyone who knew him as a kind and gentle 
man. He showed a keen interest in many 
people’s lives. He was a brave man who 
suffered a lot of blows of family and friends 
passing away but he never considered 
himself unlucky. He loved people and people 
loved him”
With thanks to Jeremy’s son, Stephen Burnet (EA 
1976–89)

Malcolm R Innes (EA 1951–56) 
on 20 September 2020
Sir Malcolm Rognvald Innes of Edingight CVO 
MA LLB WS to give him his true title, is part of 
a through and through Academy family. His 
great-grandfather James Augustus Sinclair, 
the 16th Earl of Caithness (EA 1836–43) 
attended the School along with his father 
and his three sons. He married Joan Hay 

in 1963, who pre-deceased him. Malcolm 
was always destined to follow in his father’s 
footsteps as Lord Lyon. Aged 10 he became 
a page of court, and aged 19, Falkland 
Pursuivant Extraordinary. In 1958 he became 
Carrick Pursuivant and, after graduating 
from Edinburgh University, became Lyon 
Clerk and Keeper of the Records. Finally he 
became the 35th Lord Lyon in 1981. He was, 
of course, a Member of the Royal Company 
of Archers, winning the Edinburgh Arrow 
in 1976. He had a wonderful dry sense of 
humour and ensured that heraldry did not 
get stuck in the past. He became the first 
chairman of the Heraldry Society, and in 
1981 was appointed CVO, to be upgraded to 
KCVO in 1990. His intelligence, humour and 
conviviality shone like beacons right to the 
end.

Donald A MacLeod (EA 1944–56)
on 27 October 2020 
Donald was an all-rounder at school, and 
was particularly keen on sport. He was 
vice-captain of Athletics and a speedy 1st 
XV winger. He was Flight Sergeant in the 
CCF, won a flying scholarship, was head of 
Carmichael and a Senior Ephor. Donald 
also distinguished himself academically 
winning the Archibald Douglas English 
Prize, the Mill English Prize, Thomson Prize 
for Scottish History and Stewart Prize 
for Modern History, as well as the Weir 
Class Club Essay Prize. This naturally set 
him up for a degree at Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, where he graduated with a BA 
in English. In 1961 Donald joined the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office as a diplomat, 
spending time in Burma, then back to 
London as Private Secretary to the Minister 
for State. Spells in Ottawa, Romania and 
Singapore and the Eastern Caribbean ended 
with his appointment as Head of the Protocol 
Department at the FCO. After retirement he 
spent time in Skye. He married Rosemary 
Randle in 1963 and together they had four 
children and then 13 grandchildren, four of 
whom attended the Academy.  
With thanks to Donald’s grandson Angus 
Macpherson (EA 2007–16)

William St Clair (EA 1948–56)
on 30 June 2021 
William was a significant scholar at school, 
winning various prizes including the Clyde 
and Miller Greek Prize, and becoming Dux. 
He was also an athlete, winning the Open 
440 yards and the Open 200 yards hurdles. 
He was awarded a scholarship to St John’s 
College, Oxford, where he graduated with a 
First in Classics. He developed a lifelong love 
of Greece, writing books until his dying day. 
After Oxford he joined the Civil Service, and 
in his spare moments wrote his first book, 
Lord Elgin and the Marbles. He also wrote That 

Greece Might be Free and several other books 
about Shelley and Lord Byron, with such 
passion as to make them seem like friends. 
His career progressed through the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office to the Treasury. 
At all times academia was at the forefront 
of his mind, taking time off for a fellowship 
at All Souls, which was converted to a full 
fellowship on his retirement aged 55. In 
2009, he founded the Open Book Publishers. 
He died putting the finishing touches to his 
book on the Parthenon.

Hugh Farquharson 

Hugh Farquharson (EA 1950–57) 
on 19 March 2021 
Hugh arrived from Kenya with absolutely 
the right character to thrive in the Academy 
Boarding Houses. He was friendly, 
gregarious, interested and enthusiastic, but 
with a healthy scepticism for authority. He 
was bright, winning the Weir Essay Prize, 
and becoming president of the Debating 
Society. He was a Junior Ephor and treasurer 
of the Scottish Country Dance Society. This 
activity was key to a successful social life 
for Academy boarders! Hugh continued to 
live life to the full at Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, where he studied Economics. He 
rowed, winning his oar, and like his partner 
in crime John Duff (EA 1953–58), was a keen 
patron of the city’s hostelries.

He met Melissa Pumpelly while working with 
The Economist and they married in Colorado 
in 1966. They later returned to East Africa, 
where Hugh worked in marketing. Their 
boys, James and Bill, were born there. The 
family moved back to Scotland in 1973, 
where Hugh worked with Grampian Regional 
Council. By 1982 they were in Africa again, 
Hugh now with the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research in Pretoria. Hugh 
and Melissa divorced in 1986. He later met 
Michelle Adendorff while working with the 
Development Bank of SA. They married in 
1989, with Hugh acquiring a stepson, Chris. 
He and Michelle came back to Scotland in 
1996 to manage the family farm in Angus, 
but when the estate was sold they returned 
to South Africa in 2002. Sadly they, too, 
divorced a few years later. In 2013 Hugh 
headed back once more, and finally, to 
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Angus. There he met Moira Dewhurst, who 
proved a warm, generous and supportive 
companion during his last years. 

Hugh lived a full and loving life. In the many 
tributes paid to him there was mention of his 
“kindness and generosity”, his “unconditional 
love”, and his dislike of “pessimism and 
negativity”. The music at his funeral told the 
story too: Rock of Ages, I’ll fly away and finally, 
Don’t fence me in!
With thanks to Rob Cowie (EA Staff 1963–2000)

Duncan MacNeill (EA 1950–57)  
on 30 April 2020 in Ashkirk 
Duncan joined the Academy from Croftinloan 
Preparatory School, going through Dundas, 
Mackenzie and Jeffrey Houses. He won a 
French Prize in his final year and was an 
able member of the Debating Society. He 
was a drummer in the Pipe Band and a 
bastion of the 4th XV. Duncan did his first 
degree at St Andrews and completed his 
LLB at Edinburgh in 1963. Duncan joined 
the family firm MacNeill and Crichley in 
Inverness, before joining the Fiscal Service. 
His final appointment was as Procurator 
Fiscal for Peebles, Ettrick and Lauderdale. He 
is survived by his wife, Iona, and his brother 
David (EA 1952–60).
 

Ian Pullen (EA 1953–57)  
on 31 July 2021 
Ian joined the Academy in LIV, staying 
until he left in UVI. He was a boarder in 
Jeffrey House, and a stalwart of the 3rd XV. 
Accountancy was his chosen profession, 
and he joined Chiene and Tait to serve 
his apprenticeship, and in 1962 moved to 
Billingham to spend three years with Leyton 
Bennett. Ian then spent the next eight 
years as an accountant and then Personnel 
Executive with Jardine Matheson in Hong 
Kong. He returned to London in 1973 to 
join Harris Graham Pattinson and Co Ltd as 
Financial Controller and Company Secretary. 
He married Sylvie Le Texier in 1965 and they 
had a son, Bruce. 

He had happy memories of his time at 
the Academy, in particular the cadet force 
and used to tell stories about marching in 
uniform to Waverley Station to catch the 
train to summer camps. On leaving the 
Academy, he moved to Aberdeen and took 
up accountancy. Meanwhile, his interest in 
the military saw him spend 12 years as a 
member of the Territorial Army, where he 
was a proud member of the Fife and Forfar 
Yeomanry, Scottish Horse regiment. Ken 
was also a keen clay pigeon shooter and was 
selected for the Scottish team.

Ken was a man of many words and met his 
wife, Valerie, by striking up a conversation 
on a train in 1982. They were soon married 
and welcomed Douglas and Elspeth to the 
family. The family moved from Aberdeen to 
Edinburgh in 1990, before retiring to Spain 
in 2005. Ken was sadly widowed in 2014, 
but was delighted to see Elspeth marry Matt 
later that year and Douglas marry Caroline 
in 2019. Ken became a grandfather on the 
birth of Elspeth and Matt’s son, Albert. 
Douglas and Caroline welcomed Isobel in 
February 2021 and Ken was very proud of 
his new granddaughter. A gentle giant of a 
man, everything about him was plus-sized: 
from his affection; his sense of humour; his 
interest in people from all walks of life; as 
well as his extremely curious mind. He will be 
missed and the world is a much quieter and 
less colourful place without him in it.
With thanks to Douglas Campbell and Elspeth 
Wilson, Ken’s son and daughter.

1961–1970
Robert (Robin) Johnston (EA 1953–1962)
on 5 August 2021 in Falkirk 
In his mid-teens Robin boarded for two 
years in Jeffrey House. During this time he 
developed a passion for sailing and this 
enthusiasm continued when he joined the 
RNR. Country dancing was another activity 
he enjoyed whilst a boarder. Robin was 
the first Academy boy to attain Gold in The 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. He met his wife 
Judy in the Youth Fellowship in Falkirk and 
they were together for the next 60 years. 
They also worked together when he was the 

John J H Duff (EA 1953–58)   
on 24 November 2020 
John is remembered as being full of fun and 
no little mischief. He was very bright, but 
a strong individualist - perhaps reluctant 
to commit himself fully, and certainly not 
exclusively, to conventional activities. 
His Chronicle Valete sells him short in 
mentioning only his rank of Corporal in the 
CCF and Cert “A” – but there are few who 
knew him in his youth who would ever have 
predicted his future as Rector of Kelvinside 
Academy!

John boarded in Dundas, then Jeffrey House. 
Next was Corpus, Cambridge, to read 
Economics. He played squash and hockey 
and qualified as a soccer referee. Back in 
Edinburgh, he won university prizes en route 
to a History degree and played competitive 
squash for the Accies. After a Dip Ed at 
Oxford, he became a housemaster at Kelly 
College. He played county squash, was a 
founding member of the Dartmoor Rescue 
Group, gained a TAVR commission and 
served in the Royal Marines Section of the 
CCF. The Rectorship at Kelvinside, from 1980 
to 1998, gave full reign to his broad range of 
talents and he was held in high esteem. 

His love for travel was cruelly thwarted by a 
stroke in 2014. Thereafter he was confined 
to Erskine Hospital, loyally supported by his 
many friends, and with their encouragement 
he remained determined to make the most 
of his life. He left a generous donation 
to Kelvinside, which has helped fund the 
school’s John Duff Lodge in the Cairngorms. 
He left memories for many, recorded on 
the Kelvinside Academical Club website. He 
“fostered a love of the outdoors, hard work, 
civic duty” but was also “one of life’s great 
characters”, and is fondly remembered - 
“nursing a can of McEwan’s Export, with a Silk 
Cut in the other hand”!
With thanks to Rob Cowie (EA Staff 1963–2000)

N Kenneth (Ken) Campbell (EA 1958–1960) 
on 21 March 2021 in Alhaurin de la Torre,  
near Málaga, Spain 
Ken was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
and moved to the UK in 1946. Ken joined  
the Academy as a boarding pupil.  

Duncan MacNeill 

John J H Duff N Kenneth (Ken) Campbell 
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postmaster in the Falkirk Sub Post Office, 
the busiest in Scotland. This was a role he 
had for the second part of his career, as 
accountancy was his chosen profession. 
Qualifying as a CA, he became company 
secretary for Holmes McDougall, the 
publishing company. For most of his working 
life curling was his recreation, and socially he 
was active in Falkirk Round Table and then 
Rotary. His charity activities also included 
being barge skipper for the Seagull Trust. 
He passed away peacefully at home in the 
company of his wife and two daughters, Sally 
and Victoria. Robin will be sadly missed by 
his family including beloved granddaughters, 
Milly, Briony, Izzy and Chloe.
With thanks to Robin’s brother Gavin Johnston 
(EA 1957–67) and daughter Sally.

Hugh M White (EA 1948–50; 1957–62) 
on 7 April 2021 in Durban 
When Hugh arrived at Jeffrey House, Jack 
Bevan, the School’s Senior Rugby Master, 
soon recognised Hugh’s rugby aptitude. 
He played two years in the 1st XV, forming 
part of the first unbeaten season. With a 
shock of red hair and socks down to his 
ankles, selectors soon recognized his skill 
and selected him for Scottish Schoolboys 
and then Scotland A. After a less than 
stellar university career, spending most of 
his time playing rugby, Hugh’s father gave 
him an ultimatum - do some work or find a 
job. He soon joined Edinburgh Insurance. 
After a cold and wet Edinburgh day he and 
a colleague decided to escape the weather 
for a sunnier climate, and in 1967 he left for 
South Africa. 

He started in Johannesburg working for 
SA Eagle, before joining Stewart Wrightson 
insurance brokers. Here they asked him to 
open a branch in Durban, which became his 
home for the next 50 years. Three years later 
Hugh started his own business specializing 
in engineering insurance, Hugh White 
Hoskins. In 1993, he launched HW Brokers, 
boasting branches in Johannesburg, Durban, 

Cape Town and Richards Bay. It is now run 
by his two sons, Courtney and Brendon. 
Hugh and his wife Julie were married for 42 
years before Julie passed away 6 months 
before Hugh. Brendon and Courtney knew 
Hugh as a generous and kind soul, a man 
who would always have time for a chat 
and a glass of wine. At a virtual dinner for 
the 1960/61 EA 1st XV which he could not 
attend due to illness, he was remembered 
fondly by his teammates. A team collection 
was made in his memory for the Raeburn 
Place Foundation, together with a generous 
donation from his sons. 
With thanks to Rodger Arneil (EA 1957–62) 
(A full version of this obituary is available on 
request from the Development and Alumni 
Relations Office)

Richard I H Goalen (EA 1952–63)  
on 19 August 2021 in Brighton 
Richard or Rick, as most of his friends called 
him, had a rich Academical background, with 
a father and four uncles all at the EA. He was 
the number one squash player for two years 
and played 2nd XI hockey. It was, however, his 
creative side that soon blossomed. He was in 
the Arts Society and won the Pentland Prize 
for Carpentry. His meticulous nature soon 
became apparent, a facet which permeated 
his whole life. He left school for Glasgow 
School of Art, where he graduated with a 
Diploma in Graphic Design. After a short spell 
in London, he soon moved to Hove, and then 
Brighton, forming his own company, Visual 
Identity Ltd. His life was also dominated by 
his two passions, horse racing and football. 
His best friend from school and throughout 
life, Maurice Brady (EA 1951–63), fully admits 
to fostering the football part via Third Lanark. 
He was great fun to be with at the races, 
generous and knowledgeable, even owning a 
horse called ‘Visual Identity’! His son, Rankin, 
describes him as ‘a real gentleman, courteous, 
kind, fun-loving, dedicated with a great 
interest in all people’. He married Helena in 
1975, and their son, Rankin produced two 
grandchildren, whom he adored.

Robert B French (EA 1954–67)  
on 4 January 2018 in Bristol 
Rob was the third of four brothers at the 
Academy. At school he was Head Ephor 
and Captain of an unbeaten 1st XV and 
represented Scottish Schools at rugby and 
athletics. He read Modern Languages at 
Cambridge University and won a rugby blue. 
Rob then trained as a teacher, spending 
most of his school teaching years at Henbury 
School in Bristol where he was Head of the 
Sixth Form. He then moved to the West 
of England University where he became a 
Reader in Organisational Studies and Deputy 
Director of the Bristol Centre for Leadership 
and Organisational Ethics. 

He edited several books and contributed to 
a range of books and international journals. 
He co-wrote Attention, Cooperation, Purpose 
which is a book developing Bion’s ideas on 
how attention improves the experience 
of any group in achieving its purpose. Rob 
was devoted to his family and to nature. He 
continued his habit of bicycling to school 
by cycling to work through his working life, 
whatever the conditions or distances, both 
to keep fit and to avoid polluting the planet. 
He was never happier than enjoying the 
pleasures of the natural world with his wife 
Wendy, either around Bristol, where he lived 
for 40 years, or in his beloved Scilly Islands. 
He is survived by Wendy, two sons and two 
grandchildren.
With thanks to Rob’s brother, Andy French (EA 
1956–69)

Alan L Dunnett (EA 1958–68)  
on 3 February 2021 in Stirlingshire 
Alan, known often as Dusty, was well liked by 
pupils and teachers. He was a Junior Ephor, 
the CPO of the Naval Section of the CCF, 
was awarded 2nd XV Colours, captained 
the Hockey XI and played 1st XI Cricket. He 
won Class Prizes every year and was a keen 
member of the Debating, Bridge and Railway 
Societies. On leaving school he gained his 
LLB at Edinburgh University, followed by a 
Law apprenticeship with Bell & Scott WS. In 
1974, as a WS, he was appointed as a Legal 
Assistant in North Berwick, and following in 
his father’s footsteps, with Lindsay Duncan 
& Black, becoming a Partner. Then came a 
change in direction in 1988 with a three-year 
Bachelor of Divinity course at New College 
with a view to Church of Scotland ministry. 
Training at Juniper Green Parish Church 
was followed by Chaplain at Strathclyde 
University, then in Partick South and lastly 
in Fallin with Cowie and Plean Church. He 
married Linda McColl in 1975 and together 
they had three children. He retired to live  
in Callander.

Richard I H Goalen Hugh M White 
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Bryan Smith (EA 1963–68)  
on 14 July 2019 
Bryan started his Academy career as 
a boarder in Dundas House, moving 
onto Jeffrey House and remained there, 
obtaining A-levels in Mathematics, Physics 
and Chemistry and a place at Queen Mary 
College, University of London. He dropped 
out after the first year and followed his 
passion which was music. He played in 
a number of rock bands and had the 
boast that one of the bands he was in was 
supported by an upcoming band called 
Genesis. Remaining in London he worked 
for a number of companies, Lloyds Bank 
being one. In 1996 he gained an MSc from 
John Cass Business School in Quality 
Improvement and System Reliability and 
worked with and advised many household 
names in this area of expertise. He also 
practised in Sydney, Australia, for 18 
months. He married Ronelle in 1979 in 
Ripon, Yorkshire, where he was born. They 
went on to have two sons, Sam and Tom, 
and lived in Muswell Hill, London, for many 
years until they decided to move to York 
in 2012. Here he continued to practise his 
music and yoga, in which he was a qualified 
instructor. They had a house in Cape Town, 
South Africa, which they visited once a year. 
In 2017 they were both involved in a traffic 
accident. Bryan ended up in hospital where 
it was discovered he had advanced prostate 
cancer. He fought bravely and chose not to 
follow conventional medicine in his hope of a 
cure but sadly passed away in July 2019. He is 
sorely missed by all who knew him.
With thanks to Nick Pillar (EA 1959–68)

Heriot W Currie (EA 1959–70)  
on 20 April 2021 in Edinburgh 
Heriot came to the Academy in 1959, moving 
to the, then brand new, Prep School in 
Arboretum Road. He was always a high 
performer, doing the ‘double jump’ from 
the Geits to the thirds. He won many prizes 
for Classics, a subject at which he excelled, 
and passed out Dux of the School in 1971. 
At school he was a keen cricketer and an 
active member of the debating society, 
which skill he would use to great effect in his 
subsequent career. He was identified from 
a young age as likely to win a scholarship to 
university, and he did not disappoint winning 
a scholarship to Wadham College, Oxford, 
to study Classics. Following Oxford, Heriot 
returned to Edinburgh where he took his 
law degree and, following an apprenticeship 
at Simpson and Marwick, was called to the 
Scottish Bar in 1979. He took silk in 1992 and 
was recognized by his peers as one of the 
outstanding senior counsel of his generation, 
involved in most of the big cases of the time: 
Santa Fe, Piper Alpha, Lockerbie, Rangers.

Heriot was noted for his dry wit and what has 
been described as ‘a mischievous charm’. He 
was a good golfer, a stalwart of the Bench 
and Bar Golfing Association, a member of 
Muirfield, and an avid supporter of classical 
music. His death was sudden. Heriot was a 
much loved husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle and friend. His first marriage 
to Carolyn was dissolved. In 2003 he 
married Paula Christian, she survives him 
along with his three daughters from his first 
marriage, Chloe, Ursula and Ismay; his two 
grandchildren; and his mother, Evelyn (Eva).
With thanks to Donald Workman (EA 1961–69)

1971–1980
Stephen C Smillie (EA 1961–73) 
on 30 May 2020
No details, as requested by his mother.

Christopher J F Main (EA 1962–67; 1970–74) 
on 11 January 2021
Christopher had two spells at the Academy, 
with a brief sojourn at St Mary’s, Melrose. He 
loved outdoor activities and was tempted 
to join The Royal Marines in Dartmouth, but 
instead went to Lympstone for an outdoor 
activity course, catering for climbing, 
canoeing and pony trekking. This proved 
the ideal preparation for helping to run his 
parent’s hotel, Kintail Lodge in Ross. It was in 
an idyllic location on the road to Skye, beside 
Loch Duich. He ran courses in sea and river 
fishing, shooting and pony trekking, and 
learnt to be diplomatic, patient and friendly 
to all visitors. In 1985 he bought the Glenelg 
Inn, and it was there he spent the rest of his 
life.

Simon Fraser (EA 1964–77) 
on 9 August 2021
Simon proved himself most able in all that he 
touched. He loved the outdoors, becoming 
secretary of the Mountaineering Club and 
Ornithological societies, and visited Blair 
House at every opportunity. He played 
clarinet in the orchestra, was a Sergeant in 
the CCF and gained the Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold award. Simon achieved an Honours 
Degree in Economics and Geography at St. 
Andrews, founding the Industrial Society 
along the way. His financial acumen was 
legendary, so it did not take him long to 
transfer this talent to London via the portal 
of Fidelity International. First he headed to 
the USA for an MBA at Columbia University, 
New York, then via London to Tokyo. Back 
in London he helped to revolutionise the 
role of institutional investors. He then 
joined Barclays, followed by the setting up 
of the Investors Forum, a club that helped 
institutional investors pressurise companies 
through formal channels. He was a great 
friend and benefactor to the Academy. 

Simon married Bridget Harris in 1984 and 
they have three children, Donald, Alexander 
and Isobel. 

1981–1990
Simon Hardman (EA 1974–87)
on 3 December 2020 
Simon died following the diagnosis of a brain 
tumour 16 months before. Years earlier, 
Simon was one of the golden stars at school, 
thriving in every area that he touched. He 
was a talented musician from the start and 
was a central part in all orchestras and 
groups, including Small Choir. He was a 
Senior Ephor, Sergeant in the RAF section, 
won the VIth Biology Prize, the Balfour Music 
Prize, and a Harvey Prize for Services to the 
School. He also joined in every dramatic 
production. Hockey was his favourite sport, 
captaining the XI and went on to play at a 
high level at university, getting a half blue in 
the process.

He was an excellent scientist and gained a 
First Class degree in Chemistry at Aberdeen. 
Rector Ellis wrote congratulating him and 
hoping it was the start of a scientific career. 
Simon joined Shell’s International Finance 
section and in 1995 went to Shell Gabon as 
Head of Technical Finance. He wrote a letter 
describing the beauty of the huge beach 
beside which he lived, where he encountered 
two pygmy forest elephants on his morning 
run. 

Simon married Tina in 1995, and they have 
two children, Mattie (18), and Sophie (16). 
One of the major joys of their life was their 
close friendship group. Whilst COVID-19 
restrictions prevented many from attending 
Simon’s funeral, there is a video recording 
available from the Development and Alumni 
Relations Office if anyone wishes to view the 
service. It paints a picture about the life that 
Simon led after school and his significant 
impact on others. 
With thanks to Simon’s sister, Philippa
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accessible
TO EVERYONE.

FOLLOW US

We are delighted to open our doors to anyone 
who wants to hire an event space, book a 
sports facility or learn something new.

www.accessea.co.uk
FIND OUT MORE

We are revisiting the Academy’s Vision & Values to ensure that 
they are fit for today and ready for tomorrow. We would like to 
hear what qualities epitomise the School for you and where 

you believe we could make it even better in the future.
Please use the QR code and let us know your 

thoughts by filling in a very quick questionnaire.  
You can also access this page by visiting: 
www.edinburghacademy.org.uk/eavv

Please share your thoughts with us



Supporting 
the Edinburgh 
Academy’s  
Next Century

We have raised over £3.6 million 
towards the £4.6 million target to build 
the Learning Commons. Gifts to close 

the gap would be most welcome.

Donations to the Bursary Fund ensure 
that current and future pupils, financially 

constrained or whose circumstances have 
changed, are able to join or remain at EA to 

complete their schooling.

The Edinburgh Academy Foundation is actively 
seeking to raise funds through gifts from our 

Academical alumni and parent communities. If you 
would like to make a donation or to start a conversation 

about how you can support our ambitions, please contact 
the Development & Alumni Relations Office: 

+44 (0)131 624 4958    
development@edinburghacademy.org.uk 

Become part  
of EA history


