
MAY 2020
WORLD WAR ONE BATTLEFIELDS  
VISIT   l   LEARN   l   SHARE 



WELCOME TO THE 
THE WESTERN FRONT EXPERIENCE 

The Edinburgh Academy, for a number of years, 
has taken groups of pupils to the World War 1 
battlefields of the Western Front. Every year, 
around 70 pupils make the journey in what they 
describe as one of the most memorable trips they 
go on at school and is a trip former pupils look 
back on with great fondness. 

With the 100th anniversary commemorations of 
the war in recent memory, there is interest in the 
period by those looking to learn more about it. 
With this in mind, The Edinburgh Academy is now 
planning to run an adult education experience 
for friends of the school who wish to go to the 
battlefields of the Western Front to learn more 
about World War 1.

On this trip you will learn about the Great War 
through the eyes of six Academicals who all made a 
great contribution, and in some cases the ultimate 
sacrifice. Learn the history of the war on the 
Western Front through their stories, and those of 
others. Learn what they might have experienced 
and visit where they are remembered.

The trip, a ‘grown ups’ version of our hugely 
popular pupils trip, is a beginner’s introduction 
to World War 1, the Battlefields of the western 
front and the associated memorials in Belgium and 
northern France. This experience will without doubt 
leave a lasting impact and give an appreciation of 
the sacrifices made by so many in the Great War.



KEY INFO 

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

 DATES  
16th – 19th May 2020 &  
20th – 23rd May 2020
 

 LOCATION  
Ypres, Loos and the Somme
 

ACCOMMODATION  
3-star hotel, central Ypres 

PRE-TRIP  
Evening Dinner event at Henderson Row 
 

NOT INCLUDED  
Travel to and from UK, travel insurance,  
Visa requirements

PRICE  
From £699pp

Visit the battlefields of the Ypres salient,  
Loos, The Somme & Passchendaele 

 Learn from local expert guides at Hooge 
Museum, Newfoundland Park & the 
Passchendaele 1917 Memorial Museum

 Learn of six Academicals that served during  
the great war 

 Learn the background of the war before you  
go at a special dinner at Henderson Row
 
Share a social experience including a range of 
meals and a drinks reception in Ypres on arrival  

MEET
THE 

TOUR
GROUP

Around 3 weeks before your trip, you will be invited 
to attend a special dinner at in The Edinburgh 
Academy Main Hall at Henderson Row where you will 
meet your touring group and teacher guide for the 
first time, presenting a fabulous opportunity to get to 
know one another. 

In addition to a delicious 3 course meal, the evening 
will include an introductory lecture on the causes 
of World War 1 preparing you for your visit to the 
Western Front. In addition, you will be presented with 
some ideas and suggestions for background reading 
ahead of the trip. 

You will also have the opportunity to visit the school 
war memorial.

BEFORE  
THE TRIP



DAY 
ONE

DAY 
TWO

Welcome to Ypres, your base for the next 3 nights. The Belgian 
city of Ypres (or Wipers as the British soldiers in World War 1 
called it) was a city defended by the British for much of the war. 
The surrounding area, known as the Ypres Salient, saw much of 
the fiercest fighting of the whole war and the city is home to 
many museums, war memorials and cemeteries. Today, Ypres is 
a vibrant city with many excellent cafes and restaurants. 

Today you will make your way to Ypres, check in to your hotel 
and have a chance to explore this stunning city. Later that 
evening you will gather for a drinks reception at a central 
location where you will have an opportunity to meet, reunite 
and socialise with your touring group ahead of a busy 3 days 
touring. 

WELCOME  
DAY

The 1st and 2nd Battles of Ypres were both definitive moments 
in the early years of the war. The outcomes of these battles 
did much to define the stalemate of the Western Front. Today 
you will discover these battlefields as well as what it might 
have been like to serve in the trenches of the Ypres salient. You 
will also discover and learn about the first gas attacks and the 
scientific and medical research carried out. 

ITINERARY FOR THE DAY
-  Depart hotel at 10am
-  Black watch corner & Menin road
-  Christmas Truce 1914 Memorial
-  Hooge museum 
-  Hill 62, Sanctuary Wood museum and trenches
-  The ‘Brooding Soldier’ memorial
-  Essex farm ADS & Cemetery

YPRES

INCLUDED TODAY 
  
-  Sandwich lunch and drink at Hooge museum cafe
-   Entry and guided tour of Hooge museum by local, expert guide
-   Entry to Hill 62, Sanctuary Wood museum and trenches*

-   Private bus transport and EA teacher guide throughout 

*IMPORTANT NOTES

You are recommended to wear sturdy footwear and/or wellington 
boots for entry to the trenches. Walking through the preserved 
trenches may not be accessible for those with a disability

INCLUDED TODAY   
-   Drinks reception at a central location in Ypres  

to be confirmed.



DAY 
THREE

DAY 
FOUR

In 1915 & 1916 respectively, the British launched two massive 
offensives with the objective of serving a decisive blow to the 
German war effort. Instead of outright victory, these battles 
became synonymous with the heavy casualties suffered during 
the war, and in particular the many volunteers and ‘Pals’ 
battalions that served in the war. Today you will visit the Loos 
and Somme battlefields learning the significance of these 
battles, the ‘pals’ battalions, and in particular Edinburgh’s 
contribution to the war.

ITINERARY FOR THE DAY
-  Depart hotel at 9am
-   The Loos memorial and Dud Corner Cemetery
-  Newfoundland memorial park
-  Thiepval Memorial
-  Lochnagaar Crater

-  Contalmaison 

On return to Ypres, the group will gather together after the 
Menin Gate ceremony for an evening dinner. 

LOOS &  
THE SOMME

From July to November of 1917, the British made an attempt to 
break out of the Ypres Salient. This 3rd Battle of Ypres is better 
known as the Battle of Passchendaele after the village that was 
eventually captured in November 1917. Today you will discover 
the horrors of Passchendaele and the subsequent events in 
1918 that eventually would lead to peace. In addition, you will 
take time to reflect on the German side of the conflict as well 
as the big question, what do we learn from all of this? 

ITINERARY FOR THE DAY
-  Depart hotel at 9am (Check out hotel)
-  Passchendaele Memorial Museum 1917 
-  Tyne Cot cemetery
-  Langemark German cemetery
-  The Menin Gate
-  ‘In Flanders Fields’ museum 

PASSCHENDAELE &  
THE ROAD TO PEACE 

INCLUDED TODAY
  
-   Tour of Newfoundland memorial park by the Canadian student 

guide programme 
-   Evening dinner at a central location in Ypres
-    Private bus transport and EA teacher guide throughout

-   Packed lunch

IMPORTANT NOTES
Today involves a walk of approximately 1.5km.  
There is a footpath and a slight hill. 

INCLUDED TODAY 
  
-   Entry and guided tour of ‘Passchendaele Memorial Museum 

1917’ by local, expert guide
-   Entry to ‘In Flanders Fields’ museum* 
-    Private bus transport and EA teacher guide throughout

*IMPORTANT NOTES

 The tour will conclude at the ‘In Flanders fields museum’  
at 3pm approx.



HOW TO BOOK



STEP 2 CONFIRM BOOKING

STEP 3 FINAL PAYMENTS

STEP 1 REGISTER ONLINE

Photography courtesy of Alastair MacPherson

Go to www.edinburghacademy.org/wfetrip  
and fill out the online form.

 You will receive an email within 1 working day 
with confirmation of your reserved booking and 
deposit request including methods of payment.  
Deposits are £230 per person and payable within 
14 working days of booking.

A second request for the final balance will 
be sent after the deposit has been received 
and is payable 1 month prior to tour 
commencement.

Deposit non refundable
Cancellation after 30 days before departure liable to full amount

Single room supplement may be applicable

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Share a poignant and thought provoking  
trip with fellow Academicals and parents that  
will leave a lasting memory. Follow the below 
steps to book. 



If you would like more information  
or to register interest please contact:  

westernfrontexp@edinburghacademy.org.uk

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY
WWW.EDINBURGHACADEMY.ORG.UK/WFETRIP


